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CHAP. XLIV- 

Idea of the RomaH Jurifprudettcei — Tlie taixfT of 
the Kings. ^ The Twelve Tables of the De^ 
cetnvirs. -^ The Lavjs of the People. ^ Tht , 
Decrees of the Senate. ^ The EdiSs of the Md^ 
gifhatts and Emperors. -^ Authority <f the CivU 
lidns.-^ Code^ Pandeffs^ Novels ^ and Inflitutes of 
Jujiinian, —i I. Rights of Perfons. -^ II. Rights of 
Things. — III. Privat Injuries and ASions4 -^ 
IV. Crimes and Punishments, 

X'HE vain titles of tlie viaories of juftiftiah afe? C # A f. 
crumbled into duft : but the name, of the le- xtiv. 
giflator is infcribed on a fair and everlafting mo^ r^*^^^'iL?/ 
rument. Under his reign, and by his care, the 
€ivil jurifprudence was digefted i^ the iaunqitiil 
Vol. Vffi. B 



a THE DECLINE ANi>-FALL 

CHAP, works of the Code , the Pandects , and the In- 
XLiv. STITUTES *: the public reafon of the Romans 
has been filently or.ftudioufly transfufed into the 
domeftic injftitutions of Europe *, and the laws 
of Juftinian ftill command the refpedl or obedience 
of independent nations. Wife or fortunate is the 
prince who conneds his own ^-eputation with 
• the honour and intereft of a perpetual order of 
men. The defence of their founder is the firft 
caiife, which in every age has exercifed the zeal 
and induftry of the civilians: They pioufly com- 
laliemorate his virtues; diffemble or deny his fail- 
ings; and fiercely chaftife the guilt or folly of 
the rebels ) who prefume to fully the majefty of 
the purple. The idolatry of love has provoked, 
as it ufually happens, the rancour of oppofition; 
the charadler of Juftinian has been epcpofed to the 
blind vehemence of flattery and invedive, and 
the injuftice of a fed: [the. Anti^Tribonians) has 
refufed all praife and merit to the prince, his mi- 
nifters, and his laws '. Attached to no party, 
interefted only for the truth and candour of hif- 
tory, and direded by the moft temperate and 
fkilful guides *, I enter with juft diffidence on the 
fubjed of civil law, which has exliaufted fo many 
learned lives, and clothed the walls of fuch fpa- 
cious libraries. In a fingle , if poffible , in a. 
Ihort chapter, I fliall trace the Roman jurifpru- 
dence from Romulus to Juftinian *, appi^eciate 
the labours of that emperor, and paufe to con- 
template the principles of a fctence fo important 
ko the peace and liappinefs of fociety. The laws 



OF'THB ROMAN EMPIRE, j 

of a nation form the moft' inftrudlive portion of c H a r. 
its hiftory; and, although I have devoted myfelf xliy. 
to write the annals' of a declining monarchy, I 
ihall embrace the occafion to breathe the pure 
and invigorating air of the republic. 

The primitive government of Rome * was ^*^* ^i ^^* 

r 1 • 1 r 1* • 1 n '11 r kings of 

compoledv With lome poiitical IxjII, of an dec- Romt. 
tive king, a council of nobles, and a general at 
fembly of the people. War and religion were 
adminiftered by the fupreme magiftVate ; and he 
alone propofed the laws, which were debated ia 
the fenate, and finally ratified or rejedled by a 
majority of votes in the thirty curia or pariflies 
qf the. city. Romulus, Numa, and Servius Tul- • 

lius, affe celebrated as the moft ancient legiflators; 
and each of thecp claims hi^ peculiar part in the 
dirccfold divifion of jurifprudence \^ The laws 
of marriage, the education of children, and the 
authority of parents , which may fcem to draw 
their origin from nature itfclf , arc afcribed to the un- 
tutored wifdom of Romulus. The law of nations 
and of religious worfhip, which Numa introduced, 
was derived from his nodurnal converfe with 
the nymph Egeria. The civil law is attributed 
to the experience of Servius ; he balanced' the 
rights and' fortunes of the feyen claffes of citizens; 
and guarded , by fifty new regulations , the ^ ob- 
fervance of contr^s and the puaifliment of crimes. 
The ftate , which he had inclined towards a de- 
mocracy, was changed by the laft Taixjuin into 
lawlefs defpotifm ; and when the kingly office 
was abolilbed, the patricians engroffed the benefit? 

B z 



4 THE DECLINE AN© FALL 

CHAP. cdF freedom. The royal laws became odious or obfo- 
xuv. letej the myfterious depofit was filendy prefervcd 
by thepriefts and nobles; and, at the end of fixty 
years , the citizens of Rome ftill com plained that 
they were ruled by the arbitrary fcntence of tht 
magiftratcs. Yetthe pofitive inftitutions of the kings 
had blended themfelves with the public and private 
manners of the city ;fome fragments of that venerablp 
. 3urifprudence * were, compiled by the diligence of 
antiquarians * , and above twenty texts ftill fpeak 
the rudenefs of the Pelafgicidiom of the Latins '\ 
^^ . LIhall not repeat the well-known ftory of the 
tables of the Decemvirs " , who fullied.by their aAions the 
Decemvirs, honour of infcribing on brafs , or wood , or ivory , 
the TWELVE TABLES of the Roman la ws"; They 
Avere di dated by the rigid an|I jealous fpirit of aa 
ariftocracy which had yielded with reludance to 
the juft demands of the people. But the fubftancc 
of the twelve tables was adapted to the ftate of 
the city; and the Romans had emerged from 
barbarifm , fince they were capable of ftudying and 
.embracing the inftitutions of their more enlightened 
neighbours. A wife Ephefian was driven by envy 
from his native country: before he could reach the 
ihores .of ^'atium , he had obferved the various 
forms of humaft nature and civil fociety; he 
^ imparted his knowledge to the legiflators of Rome^ 

and a ftatue was ereded in the forum to the 
perpetual memory of Hermodorus". The names 
and divifions of the copper-money , the. fole coin ' 
of the infant ftate , were of Dorian origin '* : the 
tarvefts of Campania and Sicily relieved the wanl^ 



OF THE*ROMAN EMPIRE. $ 

t>f a people wliofe agriculture was often interrupted c h A K 
by war and fadion ; and fince the trade was eftab- XLiv^ 
lifted '*, the deputies who failed from the Tyber, 
might return from the fame harbours with a more 
fwecious cargo of political wifdom. The polonies of 
Great Greece had tranfported and improved the arts 
of their mother-country. Cumae and Rhegium, Cro- 
tona andTarentum, Agrigentum and Syracufe, were 
in the rank of the moftflourifhing cities. Thedifci- 
ples of Pythagoras applied philofophy to theufeof 
government; the unwritten laws of Charondas ac- 
cepted the aid ofpoetry and mufic", and Zaleucus 
framed the republic of the Locrians, whith Rood 
without alteration above two hundred years^.From 
a fimilar motive of national pride, both Livy and 
Dionyfius are willing to believe , that the deputies 
of Rome vifited Athens under the wife and fplendid 
adminiftration of Pericles ; and the laws of Solon 
were transfufed into the twelve tables. If fuch an 
cmbaffy had indeed been received from the Barbar- 
ians ofHefperia, theRoman name would have been 
familiar to the Greeks before the reign of Alexan- 
der"; and the fainteft evidence would have been 
explored and celebrated by the curiofity of fucceed- 
ing times. But the Athenian monuments arefilent; 
nor will itfeem credible that the patricians fhould 
undertake a long and perilous navigation to copy 
the pureft model ofa democracy. In the confparifon 
of the tables of Solon with thofe of the Decemvirs , 
fome cafual refemblance may be found : fome rules 
which nature and rcafon have revealed to every fo* 
ciety ; fome proofs of a common defcent from Egypt 

B i 
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or PhoBnicia'*. But in all the great lines of publie? 
and private jurifprudence , the legiflators of 
Rome and Athens appear to be llrangers or 
adverfe to each other. 

, Whatever might be the origin or the merit 
of the twelve tables", the^y* obtMned among the 
Romans that blind and partial reverence which the 
lawyers of every country delight to^ beftow on 
their municipal inftitutions. The ftudy is recon[> 
mended by Cicero" as equally pleafant and inftruc- 
tive. " They amufe the mind by the remembrance 
" of old words and the portrait of ancient manners : 
*^- they tiiculcate the foundeft principles of govjern- 
^' ment and morals ; and I am not afraifl to affirm, 
" that the brief compofition of the ^Decemvirs 
" furpaffes in genuine value the libraries of Grecian 
" philofophy. " How admirable , " fays TuUy *' , 
with honeft or affedled prejudice, " is the wifdom 
^' of our anceftors. We alone are the matters 
" of civil prudence , and our fuperiority is 
^' the more confpicuous , if we deign to caft our 
" eyes on thje rude and almoft ridiculous 
"jurifprudence of Dracon, of Solon, and of 
" Lycurgus. " The twelve tables wer^ committed 
to the memory of the young and the meditation of 
the old ; they were tranfcribed, and illuftrated with 
learned diligence: they had efcaped the flames of the 
Gauls, they fubfifted in theageof Jnftinian,and their 
fubfequent lofs has been imperfedly reftored by the 
labours of modern critics". But although thefe vene- 
rable monuments were confidered as the rule of 
right, and the fountain of juftice *', they were 
overwhelmed by the weight ^nd variety of new 
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laws , which , at the end of five centuries , be- chap. 
came a grievance more intolerable than the vices XLIV 
of the city '*, TJiree thoufand brafs plates , the 
ads of the fenate and people , were depofited ia 
the Capitol*': and fome of the adls, as the 
Julian law againft extortion, furpaffed the number 
of an hundred chapters **. 7 he Decemvirs had 
negledlcd to import the fandion of Zaleucus, 
which fo long maintained the integrity of his 
republic. A Locrian who propofed any new 
law , flood forth in the affembly of the people , 
with a cord round his neck , and if the law was 
rcgedled , the innovator was inftantly ftrangled. 

The Decemvirs had been named, and their Laws of the 
tables were approved by an affembly of the cen- people. 
turies ^ in which riches preponderated againft 
numbers. To the firft clafs of Romans, the 
proprietors of one hundred thoufand pounds of * - 
copper *% ninety -eight votes were affigned, an4 
only ninety -iSve were left for the fix inferioi: 
claffes, diftributed according to their fubftance 
by the artful policy of Servius. But the tribunes 
foon eftablifhed a more fpecious and popular 
maxijn, that every citizen has an equal right to 
enaA the laws which he is bound to obey. 
Inftcad of the centuries^ they convened the tribes; 
and the patricians, after an impotent ftruggle, 
fubmitted to the decrees of an affembly , in 
which their votes were confounded with thofe 
of the meaneft plebeians. Yet as long as the 
tribes fucceffively paffed over narrow bridges ^\ 
and gave their voices aloud, the condudt of 

B4 
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5 H A p. each citizen ^vas expofed to the eyes and ears of 
Xf,iy, his friends and countrymen. The infolvent debtor 
confulted the wiflies of his creditor; the client 
would have blufhedto oppofe the views of his pa- 
tron: the general was followed by his veterans, 
and the afpetjt of a grave magiftratc was a liv- 
ing leffon to the multitude. A new method of 
fecret ballot abolifhed the influence of fear and 
jfhame, of honour and intereft, and the abufe of 
freedom accelerated the progrefs of anarchy and 
flefpotifm **. The Romans had . afpired to be 
equal; they were levelled by' the equality of 
. fervitude; and the didlates of Auguftus wtfrc 
patiently ratified by the formal confent of the 
tribes or centuries. Once, and once only, he ex- 
perienced a fincere and ftrenuous oppofition. His 
ifubjeds had refigned all political liberty; they de- 
fended the freedom of domeftic life. A law which 
enforced the obligation, and ftrengthened the bonds 
of marriage, was clamoroufly rejeded; Propertius, 
in the arms of Delia, applauded the vidory of 
licentious love ; and the projed of reform was fuf- 
pended till a new and more tradable generation 
had arifen in the world ^\ Such an example was 
xiot neceffary to inftrud a prudent ufurper of the 
niifchief of popular affemblies; and their aboli- 
tion, which Auguftus had filently prepared, 
was acccvmplifhed without refiftance , and almoft 
without notice, on the acceffion of his fxiccef- 
for ^'. Sixty thoufand plebeian legiflators, whom 
pumbers made formidable, and poverty fecure , 
yrere fupplanted by fix hundred fenators , who 
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lield their honours, their fortunes, and their chap. 
lives, by the clemency of the emperor. The lofs xuv. 
of executive power was alleviated by the gift Decrees of 
of legiflative authority ; and Ulpian might affert, ^^^ ^*'*"® 
after the pradice of two hundred years, that the 
decrees of the fenate obtained the force and vali^ 
dity of laws. In the times of freedom , the re- 
folves of the people had often been didated by 
the paflBon or error of the. moment: the Corner 
lian, Pompeian, and Julian laws, were adapted, 
by a fingle haiid to the prevailing diforders : but 
the fenate , under the reign of the Ceefars , was 
eompofed of .magiftrates and lawyers, and in 
queftions of private jurifprudence , the integrity 
of their judgment was feldom perverted by fear 
or intereft ". 

The filence or ambiguity of the laws, wasEdiasoftiro 
fu^pliedby the occafional edicts of thofe magit ^'^**^"* 
trates who were in veiled with the honours of the 
ftate ^^ This ancient prerogative of the Roman 
kings, was transferred, in their refpedive offices, 
to the confuls and didators, the cenfors and 
pr?etors ; and a fimilar right was affumed by the 
tribunes of the people, the ediles, and the, pro- 
confuls. At Rome, and in the provinces, the 
duties of the fubjed , and the intentions of the 
governor , were proclaimed , and the civil jurif- 
prudence was reformed by the annual edids of 
the fupreme judge , the praetor of the city. As 
foon as he afcended his tribunal , he announced 
by the voice of the cryer, and afterwards infcrib- 
cd on a white wail, the rules which be proppfed 
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CHAP, to follow in the decifibn of doubtful cafes, iind 
XLiv. the relief which his equity would afford from the 
precife rigour of ancient ftatutes. A principle 
of difcretion more congenial to monarchy was 
introduced into the republic: the art of refpedl- 
iog the name, and eluding the efficacy, of the 
laws , was improved by fucceffive praetors ; fub- 
tleties and ffdions were invented to defeat the 
plaineft meaning of the Decemvirs , and where 
.the end was falutary, the means were frequently 
abfurd. The fecret or probable wife of the dead 
was fuffered to prevail over the order of fuccef- 
fion and the forms of teftaments; jind the cJaim- 
ant , who was excluded from the charadler of 
heir, accepted with equal pleafure from an in- 
dulgent praetor the poffeffion of the goods of hi^ 
late kinfman ,or benefadlor. In the redrefs of private 
wrongs, cotnpenfations and fines were fubftituted 
to the obfolete rigour of the twelve tables; time 
and fpace were annihilated by fanciful fuppofi- 
tions; and the plea of youth , or fraud, or vio- 
lence, annulled the obligation, or excufed the 
performance , of an inconvenient contrad. A 
^ jurifdidion thus va^ue and arbitrary was ex» 

pofed to the moft dangerous, abufe: the fub- 
ftance, as well as the form of juftice, were often 
facrificed to the prejudices of virtue, the bias of 
laudable affedion , and the groffer fedudions of 
intereft or refentment. But the errors or vices 
of each praetor^ expired with his annual office; 
fuch maxims alone as had been approved by 
reafbA and* pradice v^ere copied by fuccecding 
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judges; the* rute of ptocecding was defined by <}H>ap. 
the folution of new cafes; and the temptations xliv. 
of injuftice were removed by the Cornelian law, 
Vrbich compelled the praetor of the year to adhere ^ 
to the letter and fpirit of his firft proclamation **. 
It was rcferved for the curiofity and learning of 
Hadrian, to accomplifh the dedgn which had 
been conceived by the genius of Caefar ; and the 
pr^etorftiip of Salvius Julian , an eminent lawyer, 
was immortalized by the compofition of the The perpei 
PERPETUAL EDICT. This Well «• digefted code *"*^ «*^*' 
was ratified by the emperor and the fcnate , the 
long divotce of law and equity was at length 
reconciled ; and , inftead of the twelve tables , the 
perpetual^^didl was fixed as the invariable fland- 
ard of civil jurifprudenc^ **. 

From Auguftus to Trajan , the modefl Caefars Conftimtions 
were content to promuleate their edids in the °^ '^V°*' 
various charaders of a Roman magiftrate : and , 
in the decrees of the fenate , the epiftks and ora- 
tiom of the prince were refpedfuHy inferted. Ha- 
drian ^' appears to have been the firft who affum- 
«d^ without difguife, the plenitude . of Jegifla- 
tive power. And thi^ innovation, fo agreeable - 
to his adive mind, was countenanced by the pa*- 
tience of the times , and his long abfence from 
the feat of government. The fame policy was 
embraced by fucceeding monarchs, and, accord- 
ing to the harfii metaphor of Tertullian, " the 
* gloomy and intricate foreft of ancient laws was' 
*' cleared aWay by the axe of royal mandates and 
^ conjiitutiom *^ " During four centuries , from 
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» H A p. Hadrian to Juftinian, the public and private juti^ 
XLiv. prudence was moulded by th€ will of the fove- 
reign ; and few inftitutions , either human or di- 
vine, were permitted to ftand on their former 
bafis. The origin of Imperial legiflation was con- 
cealed by the darknefs of ages aod the terrors 
of armed defpotifm ; and a double < fiftion was 
propagated by the fervility , pr perhaps the igno* 
ranee, of the civilians who baflced irithefuiifliine 
of the Roman and Byzantine courts, i. To the 
prayer of the ancient Csefars , the peoplfc or the 
fenate had fometimes grarited a perfonal exemption 
from the obligation and penalty of particular fta- 
tutes; and each indulgence w^s an adl of jurif- 
didlion exercifed by the republic over the firft of 
her citizens. His humble privilege was at length 
transformed into the prerogative of a tyrant 
and the Latin exprcfEpn of ^ releafed from 
*^ the laws.'*," was fuppbfed to exalt the em- 
peror above all human reftraints, and to leave 
his confcicHCe and reafon as the facred meafure of 
his conduft. 2. A fimilar deperidancc was im* 
plied in the decrees of the fenate, which, in evf ry 
reign, defined the titles and powers of an elec- 
tive magiftrate. But it was not before the ideas ^ 
and even the language, of the Romans had been 
corrupted, that a roja/ law '*, and an irrevocable 
gift of the people, were created by the fancy of 
Ulpian , or more probably of Tril?onian himfelf *° : 
and the origin of Imperial power , though falfe in 
fed , and flavifh in its confequence , was fupport- 
Cd on a principle of freedom and juftice. \\Th& 
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** pleafure of tbe emperor has the vigour and c h a ?. 
^ effed of law , fince the Roman people, by the xliv. 
** royal law , have transferred to their prince the T***^'" ^^s'^*- 
" full extent of their own power and . fovc- *^* ^^"^^^ 
^ reignty ^\ " The will of a fingle man , of a 
child perhaps, was allowed to prevail over the 
Vrifdom of ages and the inclinations of millions; 
and the degenerate Greeks were proud to declare, 
that in his hands alone the arbitrary exercife of 
Icgiflation could be fafely depofxted. " What in- 
^^ tcreft or paffionj ". exclaims Theophilus in the 
court of Juftinian, " can reach the calm and ful> 
^' lime elevation, of the, monarch? he is already 
« matter of tbe Ifves and fortunes of his fubj^dls ; 
«< and thofe who have incurred his difpleafure, 
*^ arc ilready numbered with tbe dead **. " 
Difdaining the language of flattery , tbe hiftorian 
may conlefs, thsit in queftions of private jurit 
prudence, the abfolute fovereign of a great em- 
pire can feldom be influenced by any perfonal 
confiderations. Virtue , or even reafon, will fug- 
geft to bis impartial mind, that he is the guar- 
dian of peace and equity, and that the intereftof 
fbciety is . infeparably connedled with bis own. 
Under the weakeft and moft vicious reign, the 
feat of juftice was filled by the wifdom and inte- 
grity of Papini^ 4nd Ulpian ^' ; and the pureft 
materials of the Code and Pandeds are irifcribed 
with the names of Caracalla and his? minifters ^\ 
The tyrant of Rome was fometimes the benefadlcfi 
of the provin<:es, A dagger terminated the crimes^ ^ 
olNDpnoiti^n^ .bu.( the prudence of Nerva gob* 
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CHAP, firmed his ads, which, in the: joy of their dcli- 
xLiv» verance, had beerf refcinded by an indignant fe- 
Tfceir re- natc *^ Yet in the refcripts **, replie^s to the con- 
fcri^ts. fultations of the magiftrates , the wifeft of prin- 

ces might be deceived by a partial expofition of 
the cafe. And thisabufe, which placed their hafty 
decifions on the fanve level with mature and deli- 
berate ads of legiflation^ was inefFedkually con* 
dcmned by the fenfe and example of Trajan* The 
refcripts of the emperor his gmnU and dec^ees^ hii 
tdi^s 2ind jn-a^matic faniiions^ were fubfcrfbed ill 
purple ink *^ and tranfmitted to the provinces as 
general or fpecial laws , which the magiftrates 
were bound to execute , and the' people to obe jr. 
But as their riuitiber- co^ntihually multiplied, the 
rule of obedience became each d^y more doubtful 
/ and obfcure ,. till the will of the foVereigh wai 

fixed and afcertairied in the Gregorian, the Het- 
mogenian, and the Theodofiancodefe. The two 
firft, of which fome fragments liave efcaped, were 
framed by two private lawyers , to preferve the 
conftitutions of the Pagan eniperors from Ha^driail 
to Conftantine. The third, whi^h is ftijl extant, 
was digefted in fixteen books by the order of 
the younger Theodofms , to confecrate the laws 
of the Chriftian princes from Conftantine to his 
own reign. But the three codes obtained <fn equal 
authority in the tribunals ; and any ad which was 
not included in. the facred depofit, might be 
difregarded bj^the judge as fpurious or obfolete *'. 
Forms of the Among favage nations, the want of letters^ is 
/Roman law. imperfedly ftipplied ty J:he"ufe of vifible fign^-, 
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which awaken attention, and perpetuate the- re- on AV* 
uiembrance of any public or private tranfadlron* xliv. 
The jurifprudence of the firft Romans exhibited 
the fcenes of a pantomime; the words were adapt- 
ed to the geftures , and the flighteft error or ne- 
gledl in tht forms of proceeding, was fufficient , 

to anhul the fubftance of the faireft claim. The 
communion of the marriage-life was dencvted by the 
neceffary elements of fire and water "**: and the 
divorced wife refigned the bunch of keys, by the 
delivery of which , fhe had been invefted with 
the government of the family. The manumiflfiou 
of a fon , or a flave , -was performed by turning 
him round, with a gentle blow on the cheek : a 
work was prohibited by the cafting of a ftone; 
prefcription was interrupted by the breaking of a 
branbh; the clenched fift was the fymbol of a 
pledge or depofit; the right hand was the gift 
of faith and confidence. The indenture of cove- 
nants was a broken ftraw; weights and fcales 
were introduced into every payment, and the heir 
who accepted a teftament ;; was fomerimes obliged 
to fnap his fingers, to daft away his garments, 
atid to leap and danoe with real or affcded tranf- 
port '*. If a citizen purfued any ftolen goods 
into a neighbour's houfe, he concealed his naked- 
nefs with a linen towel , and hid his face with 
a maflc or bafon , left he Ihould encounter the eyes 
of a virgin or a matron '\ In a civil adlion, the 
plaintiff touched the ear of his witnefs , feized his 
reludlaftt adverfary by the neck, and implored, 
in fokmn lamentation , . the aid of his fellow- 
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citizens. The two competitors grafped each other's 
hand as if they {];ood prepared for com bat before 
the tribunal of the praetor : he commanded them 
to produce the objed of the difpute ; they went, 
they returned with meafured fteps, and a clod 
of earth was call at his feet to reprefent the 
field for which they contended. This occult 
fciencc of the words and adions of law , was the 
inheritance of the pontiffs and patricians. Like 
the Chaldean aftrologers ^ they announced to their 
clients the days of bufinefs and repofe ; thefe im- 
portant trifles were interwoven with the religion 
of Numa ; and, after tbe publication of the twelve 
tables , the Roman people was ftill ^nflaved by 
the ignoran« of judicial proceedings. The treach- 
ery of fome plebeian officers at length revealed 
the profitable myftery : in a; more enlightened age, 
the legal adions were derided andobferved; and 
the fame . antiquity which fandified the pradice, 
obliterated the ufe and meaning, of this primitive 
language **. 

A more liberal art was cultivated, however, 
by the foges of Rome, who, in a firider fenfe, 
may bp confidered as the authors of the civil law. 
The alteration of the idiom and manner? of the 
Romans , rendered the ftyle of the twelve tables 
lefs familiar to each rifing generation , and the 
doubtful paflTages were imperfedly explained by 
the ftudy of legal antiquarians. To define the ' 
ambiguicies , to circumfcribe the latitude, to apply 
the principles , to extend the confequences , to 
reconcile the real or apparent contradidions^ was 
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a much nobler and more important tafk ; and the c H a p« 
province of legiflation was filently invaded by the xtiv* 
cxpoimders of ancient ftatutes/ Their fubtle in- 
terpretations concurred with the equity of the 
praetor , to reform the tyranny of the darker ages : 
however ftrange or intricate the means, it was 
the aim of artificial jurifprudence to reftore the 
fimple dictates of nature and reafon , and the 
flcill of private citizens was ufefuUy employed 
to undermine the public inftitutions of their 
country. The revolution of almoft one thou* 
fand years , from the twelve tables to the 
reign of Juftinian,- may be divided into three 
periods almoft equal in duration , add diftin* 
guilhed from each other by the mode of in- 
firudion and the character of the civilians ". 
Prid^ and ignorance contributed, during the firft The firftpe. 
period , to confine within narrow limits the "^'^ » 
fcience of the Roman law. On the public days 303—643. 
of market. or alTembly, the mafters of the art 
were feen walking in th^ forum, ready to impart 
the needful advice to the meaneft of theif fellow- 
citizens, from whofe votes, on a future occafion, 
they might folicit a grateful return. As their years 
and honours encreafed, they fcated tbemfelve$ 
at home on a chair or throne, to expect with 
patient gravity the vifits of their clients, who 
at the dawn of day, from the town and country, 
began to thunder at their door. The duties of 
focial life, and the incidents of judicial proceed- 
ing, were the ordinary fubjedl of thefe conful ra- 
tions, and the verbal or written opinion of the 
Vol. VIIL G 
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furifconfults was framed according to the rules of 
prudcrice and law. The youths of their own 
order aild faqiily'were permitted to liften; their 
children enjoyed the benefit of more private 
leffons, and the Mucian race was long renowned 
for the hereditary knowledge of the civil law. 
The fecond period, the learned and fpiendid age 
of jurifprudence , may be extended from the 
birth of Cicero to the reign of Severus Alexander. 
A fyftem was fojmed, fchools were inftituted, 
books were compofed , and both the living and 
the dead became fubfervient to the inftrudion of 
the ftudenL The tripartite of iElius Paetus , fur- 
named Catus, or the Cunning, was preferved as 
the oldeft work of jurifprudence. Cato the cenfor 
derived fome additional fame from his legal ftu- 
dies, and thofe of his fon : the kindred appellation 
of Mucius Scaevola was illuftrated by three fages 
of the law; but the perfedion of the fcience 
was afcribed to Servius Sulpicius th^ir difciple, 
and the friend of Tully ; and the long fucceflion, 
which fhone with equal luftre under the republic 
and under the Cxfars, is finally clofed by the 
refpedlable charaders of Papinian , of Paul , and 
of Ulpian. Their names, and the various titles 
of their produdions, have been minutely pre- 
ferved , and the example of Labeo may fuggeft 
fome idea of their diligence ^nd fecundity. That 
eminent lawyer of the Auguftan age , divided 
the year between the city and country, between 
bufniefs and compofition ; . and four hundred 
books are enumerated as the fruit of bis retire^ 
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rfient. Of the collodions of his rival Capito , the e 11 a ?• 
two hundred and fifty-ninth book is exprefsly xtiy^ 
quoted ; and few teachers could deliver their 
opinions in lefs than a century of volumes. In Xhini period, 
the third period, between the reigns of Alexan- ^ _^- ^; 
der and Juftinian , the oracles of jurifprudence 
were almoft mute. The meafure of curiofity had 
been filled J the throne was occupied by tyrants 
and Barbarians; the adlive fpirits were diverted 
by religious difputes , and the profeflbrs of 
Rome , Conftantinople ^ and Berylus , were 
humbly content to repeat the leflbns of their 
mote enlightened predecefTors. From the flow 
advances and rapid decay of thefe legal ftudies, 
it may be inferred, that they require a ftate of 
peace and refinement From the multitude of 
voluminous civilians who fill the intermediate 
fpace, it is evident, that fuch ftudies may be 
purfued, and fuch works may be performed, 
with a common fhare of judgment, experience, 
imd induftry. The genius of Cicero and Virgil 
was more fenfibly felt, as each revolving age 
had been found incapable of producing a fimilar 
or a fecond: but the moft eminent teachers of 
the law were affured of leaving difciples equal 
or fi*f)erior to themfelves in merit and reputa- 
tion. 

The jurifprudence which had been grofsly Their phiio. 
adapted to the wants bf the firft Romans , was ^"p**^' 
polilhed and improved in the feventh century 6i 
the city, by the alliance of Grecian philofophy. 
The Scaevolas had been taught by ule and ex- 

C z 
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CHAP, pcrience ; but Servius Sulpicius was the firft 
xnv. civilian who eftablifhed his art on a certain and 
general theory '*. For the difcernment of truth 
and falfehood, he applied, as an infallible rule, 
the logic of Ariftotle and the ftoics , reduced 
particular cafes to general principles , and diflfufed 
over the ihapelefs mafs , the light of order and 
eloquence. Cicero, his contemporary and friend, 
declined the reputation of a profefTed lawyer; 
but the jurifprudence of his country was adorned 
by his incomparable genius, which converts into 
, gold every objed that it touches. After the 
example of Plato , he compofed a republic ; 
and, for the ufc of his republic, a treatife of 
laws ; in which he labours to deduce from a 
celeftial origin , the wifdoxn and juftice of the 
Roman conftitution. The whole univerfe, ac- 
cording to his fublime hypothefis , forms one 
immenfc commonwealth: gods and men, who 
participate of the fame effence , are members of 
the fame community; rcafon prefcribes the law 
of nature and nations; and all pofitive inftitu- 
tioiis, however modified by accident or cuftom, 
are drawn from the rule of right , which the 
Deity has infcribed on every virtuous mind. 
From thefe philofophical myReries , he mildly 
excludes the fceptics who refufe to believcf, and 
the epicureans who are unwilling to ad. Thq, 
latter difdain the care of the republic ; he advifes 
them to flumber in their fhady gardens. But he 
humbly intreats that the new academy would be 
filent, fmce her bold objedions would too fooa 
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deliroy the fair and well-ordered ftrudure of his chap, 
lofty fyftem ". Plato, Ariftotle, and Zeno, he xliv. 
reprefents as the only teachers who arm and 
inftrudl a citizen for the duties of focial life. Of 
thefe , the armour of the ftoics '* was found to 
be of the firmeft temper; and it was chiefly 
worn, both for ufe and ornament, in the fchools 
of jurifprudence. From the portico, the Roman 
civilians learhcd to live, to reafon, and to die: 
but they imbibed in fome degree the prejudices 
of the fed ; the love of paradox, the pertinacious 
habits of difpute, and a "minute attachment no 
words and verbal diftindlions. The fuperiority 
of form to matter^ was introduced to afcertairt 
the right 'of property: and the equality of crimes 
is countenanced by an opinion of Trebatius '^, 
that he who touches the car, touches the whole 
body; and that he who fteals fi'om an heap of 
corn, or an hogfllead of wine, is guilty "of the 
entire theft •**. 

Arms , ' eloquence , and the ftudy of the Authority., 
civil law, promoted a citizen to the honours 
of the Roman ftatc ; and the three profef- 
fions were fometimes more confpicuous by 
their union in the fame charadler. In the com* 
pofition of the edid:, a learned praetor gave a 
fandion and preference to his private fentiments: 
the opinion of a cenfor, or a conful, was enter- 
tained with refpedl; and a doubtful interpretation 
of the laws might be fupportefl by the virtues 
or^ triumphs of the civilian. The patrician arts 
were long proteded by the veil of my{lery ; and 

C3 
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c.ii;a rv in ipor^ enlightened times;, the freedom of 
XLiv. enquiry eftaiblifh.ed the general principles of jurit 
pru^^pce. Subtle and intricate c^fes were elucidate 
i^d by, die difputes of the forum: rules 4 axioms » 
and definitions '* , were admitted as the genuine 
dictates of reafoii ; and the confcnt of the legal 
profeijRprs was interwoven into the praclie 
pf the tribunal?. But thefe interpreters could 
ijieither epacfl nor execute the laws of the republic^ 
and the judges might difregard the authority of 
tb« Sq?^volas themfelves , which wa$ .crften ()vaiv 
tbrowm by the eloquence or ibphiftry of an 
ingenious pleader ^% Auguftus ^nd Tiberius 
wer^e the firfk to ^dopt,' as an ufeful engine, the 
fcience Of the civilians 5 and their fervile 'labour$ 
acconamodated the old fyftem tp the fpirit and 
views of defpotifm., Under ihe Jf^ir pr^tenc? M 
fecuring the dignity of the art, thfe jH'lvilege of 
fubferibing legal and valid opinions was confined 
to the (ages of fenatorian or equellrian ^ank, whg 
had b^en previoufly approved by the judgment 
of the prince; and thi$ n>onopoly prevailed, tilj 
Hadrian reftored the freedom of the profeflicln to 
every citizen confcious of his abilities and know* 
ledge. The diXcrj^tlon of the praetor was now 
governed by the lefibn$ of his teachers ; the 
judges were enjoined to obey the Comment as 
well as the text of the law ; and the ufe of 
codicils was. a memorable innovation , which 
Auguftus ratified 'by the advice of the civilians ^% 
T.ec^s, The moft abfolute mandate could only requifi^ 

that the judges Ihould agree with the civilians,' if th^ 
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civilians agreed among themfelves. But pofitive ckh^^^^p* 
inftitutions afe often the refult of cuftom jind Xtiv* 
prejudice ; laws and language are ambiguous and 
arbitrary ; "where reafon is incapably of pronouncingt 
the love of argument is inflamed by the envy of 
rivals, the vanity of ipafters, the blind attachment 
of their difciples; and the Roman jurifprudencQ 
was divided by the once famous fe<fts of the 
Proculians and Sabinians '*. Two fagcs of the lawt 
Ateius Capito and Antiftius Labeo " , adorned 
the peace of the Auguftan age : the former dillin?- 
guifhed by the favour of his fovereign; the latter 
more illuftrious by his contempt of thatfevour, and 
his ftern though harmlefs oppol^tion to the tyrant 
of Rome. Their legal ftudies were influenced 
by the various colours of their temper ahd prin- 
ciples- Labeo was attached to the form of the 
old republic; his rival embraced the more profit- 
jible fubftance of the rifmg monarchy. But th« 
difpofition of a courtier is tame aind fubmiiffivet 
and Capito feldom prefutned to deviate from the 
fentiments, or at ledl from the words, of his 
predcceffors : while the bold republican purfucd 
bis independent ideas without fear of paraddx or 
innovations. The freedom of Labeo was enflav 
ed , however , by the rigour of his own concluiV^ 
ons, and he decided according to the letter of 
the law, the fame queftions which his indulgent 
competitor refolved with a latitude of equity 
tnore fuital^lc to the common fenfe anid feelings of , 
mankind. If a fair exchange had been fubftituted 
to the payment of money , Capito ftill confidercd 

C4 
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c rfA'p. the tranfadlion as a legal fale **; and he confultcd 
KWV- nature for the age of puberty , without confining 
his definition tp the precife period of twelve or 
fourteen years *^ This oppofition of fcntiments 
Was. propagated in the writings and leflbns of the 
two foi)nders; the fchools pf Capito and Labeo 
maintained their inveterate eonflidl from the age 
of Auguftus to that of Hadrian ^* ; and the tw6 
feifls derived their appellations from Sabinus and 
Proculius, their moft celebrated teachers. The 
iaames of Caffians and Pegajians were likewife ap- 
plied to the fame parties; but, by aftrange reverfe, 
the popular caufe was in the hands of Pegafus *^ , 
R timid flave of Dpmitian, while the favourite 
of the C?efars was repfefented by Caffius *', who 
gloried in hi^ defcent from the patriot affaflin. By 
the perpetual 'edidl , the Controverfies of the feds 
were in a great meafure determined. For that 
important work, the emperor Hadrian preferred 
the chief of the ' Sabinians : the friends of mo- 
tiarchy prevailed ; but the moderation of Salvius 
Julian infenfibly reconciled the yidors and the 
Vanquiihed. Like the contemporary philofophers , 
the lawyers of the age of the Antonines difclaitn- 
«d the authority of a mafter, and adopted froni 
every fyftem the moft probable dodrines **. But 
their writings would have been lefs voluminous, 
^ had their choice been more unanimous. The 
confciencc of the judge was perplexed by thd 
number and mrelght of difcordant teftimonies, and 
every fentence that his paffion or fntereft might 
pronoUnce , was juftifieid by the fandion of fome 
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Venerable name. An indulgent edid: of the chap. 
younger Theodofius excufed him from the labour xliV. 
of comparing and weighing their arguments. 
Five civilians, Caius, Papinian, Paul, Ulpian , 
and Modeftinus, were eftablifhed as the oracles 
of jurifprudence: a majority was decifive; but if 
their opinions were equally divided , a cafting 
vote was afcribed to the fuperior wifdom of 
Papinian ". 

When Juftinian afcended the throne , the reform- Reformatio* 
ation of the Roman jurifprudence was an arduous man law by 
but indifpenfable^tafk. In the fpace of ten centuries , Juftinian, 
the infinite variety of laws and legal opinions had ^^^ ' * ' 
filled many thoufand volumes, which no fortune 
could purchafe and no capacity could digeft. Books 
could not eafily be found; and the judges, poor 
in the midft of riches , were reduced to the exercifc 
of their illiterate difcretion. The^fubjeds of the 
Greek provinces were ignorant of the language 
that difpofed of their lives and propeities; and 
the barbarous di^lt6t of the Latins was imperfedly 
ftudied in the academies of Berytus and Conftan- 
tinople. As an Dlyrian foldier, that idiom was 
familiar to the infancy of Juftinian ; his youth had 
been inftruded by the leffons of jurifprudence , 
and his Imperial choice feleded the moft learned 
civilians of the Eaft , to' labour with their fovereign ^ 
in the work of reformation^'. The theory of pro- 
feffors was affifted by the pradlice of advocates 
and the experience of magiftrates ; and the whole 
undertaking was animated by the fpirit of Tribo- 
nian'\ This extraordinary man , the objed of fo Triboniaa^ 
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c HAP. much praife and cenfure , was a native of Side in 
XLiv. Pamphylia ; and his genius , like that of Bacon , 
A D. embraced , as his own, all th« bufmefs and 
knowledge of the age. Tribonian compofed • 
both in profe and verfe , on a ftrange divqrfity 
of curious and ablbufe fubjedls'' ; a double pane- 
gyric of Juftinian and the life of the philofopher 
Theodotus ; the nati^re of happinefs and the duties 
of government; Homer's catalogue and the four 
and twenty forts of metre ; the aftronomical canon 
of Ptolemy ; the changes of the months ; the houfes 
of the planets; and the harmoaic fyftem of the 
world. To the literature of Greece he added the 
life of the Latin tongue ; the Roman civilians were 
depofited in his library and in his mind ; and he 
moft affiduoufly cultivated thofe arts which opened 
the road of wealth and preferment. From the bar 
of the praetorian praefeds , he raifed himfelf to the 
honours of quaeftor, of conful, and of matter of 
the offices : the council of Juftinian liftened to his 
eloquence and wifdom, and envy was mitigated 
by the gentlenefs and affability of his manners. 
The reproaches of impiety and avarice have ftained 
the virtues or the reputation of Tribonian. In a 
bigotted and perfecuting court, the principal 
minifter was accufed of a fecret averfion to the 
Cbriftiaft faith , and was fuppofed to entertain the 
fentiments of an Atheift and a Pagan , which 
hdtve been imputed, inconfiftently enough, to 
the laft philofophers of Greece. His avarice was 
more clearly proved' and more fenfibly felt. If 
he >vcre fwayed by gifts in the admioiftration of 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 27 

Jufticc , the example of Bacon will again occut*; chap. 
»or can the merit of Tribonian atone for lii$ xuv. 
bafenels, if he degraded the fandity of his pro* 
feflion; and if laws were every day enacftedj 
iX^Ddified , or repealed , for the bafe confideration 
of^ihis private enoolument. In the fedition of 
Gonftantinople , his removal was granted to the 
clamours, perhaps to the juft indignation , of the 
people : but the quaeftor was fpeedily reftored , 
and,, till the hour of his death, he poflefTed; 
ftbc>ye twenty years, the favour and confidence 
of the eraperor. His paffive aud dutiful fub- 
ipiflGon has been honoured with the praife of 
Juftinian himfdfi whofe vanity was incapable of 
iJifcerning bow. often that fubmiflion degenerate 
€^ jtnto the groffeft adulation. ' Tribonian adored ' 
itei. virtues of hia gracious mafter: the earth was 
unworthy <if fuch a prince; and he affeded a 
pious, fear , that Juftinian , like Elijah or Ro- 
iftultis V would be liiatched into the air , and 
tranflated alive to the manfions of celellial 
glory ". 

' If C^cfar had atchieved the reformation of the The code of 
Roman law , his creative genius , enlightened by J"^^"»an » 
reflexion and ftudy, would hav^c given to the February 135 
^orld a pure and original fyftem of jurifpru-^* ?-"^*^* 
^tice. Whatever flattery might fuggeft , the ^" 
emperor of the Eaft was afraid to eftablifli his 
private judgment as the ftandard of equity: in 
the poffeffion of legillative power , he borrowed 
the aid of time and opinion ; and his laborious 
c;ompilations are guarded by the fages and legifla^ 
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CHAP, tots of pad times; Inftead of a ftatiie caft in z 
xilv# fimple mould by the hand of an artift , the works 
of Juftbian reprefent a teffelated pavement o£ 
antique and coftly, but too often of incoherent 
fragments. In the firft year of his reign, he di'- 
redled the faithful Tribonian-, and nine learned 
affociate^ , to revife the ordinances of his predbt 
ceffors, as they were c6ntained, fincc the time 
of Hadrian , in the Gregorian , Hermogenian j 
and Theodofian codes; to purge the errors, and 
contradidlions, to retrench whatever was obfolete 
orfuperfluous , and to feled.the wife and falutary 
laws beft adapted to the pradice of the tribunal* 
and the ufe of his fubjed-s. The work 'was 
accomplilhed in fourteen months; and the tw^W« 
books or tables , which the new decemvirs prt^ , 
duced , might be defigned to imitate the labotik 
of their Roman predeceffors. The iicw Code of 
Juftinian was honoured with his name ,"'add 
confirmed by his royal fignature : authentic trknt 
cripts were multiplied by the pens of noCaries' and 
fcribes; they were tranf mi tted to tlie magiftrstte^ 
of the European , the Afiatic , and afterwards tTie 
African proyinces : and the law of the empire 
was proclaimed on folemn feftivals at the doBrs 
The Pandeas of churches. A more arduous operation was 'ftill 
A. u]^l^o behind : to extraft the fpirit of jurifprudence fwm 
Dec. IS; the decifions and conjedlures, the queftions and 
A. D, -?33, difputes of the Roman civilians. Seventeen lawyers , 
with Tribonian at their head, were appointed 
by the emperor to exercife an abfolute jurifdic* 
tion over the works of their predeceffors, If thejr 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 29 

had obeyed his commands in ten years , Juftinian chap. 
would have been fatisfied \yith their diligence; xuv. 
and the rapid compofuion of the digest or 
PANDECTS '*, in three years, will deferve praifc 
or cenfure, according to the merit of the execu- 
tion. From the library ofTribonian, they chofe 
forty , the moft eminent civilians of former ti» 
mes '*: two thoufand treatifes were comprifed in 
an abridgment of fifty books ; and it has been 
carefully recorded, that three millions of lines 
or fentences ^' , were reduced, in this abftr^adl, 
to the moderate number of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand. The edition of this great work was 
delayed a month after that of the institutes ; 
and it feemed reafonable that the elements Ihould 
precede the dig^ft of the Roman law. As foon 
as the emperor had approved their labours , he 
ratified , by his legiflative power , the fpecula^ 
tions of thefe private citizens : their commenta- ' ... 

ries, on the twelve tables, the perpetual edfd, 
the laws of the people, and the decrees of 
the fenate , fucceedcd to the authority of the 
text ; and the text was abandoned , as an 
ufelefs , though venerable , relic of antiquity. 
The Code , the Panders , and the Injiitutes , 
vrere declared to be the legitimate fyftem of civil 
jurifprudence ; they alone were admitted in the 
tribunals , and they alone were taught in the 
academies of Rome, Conftantinople, and Bery- 
tus. Juftinian addreffed to the fenate and pro^ 
vinces , his eternal oracles ^ and his pride, under 
the malk of piety , afcribed the confummation of 
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c H A p, this gre;it defign to the fupport and infpiration' of 
ytiv. the Deity. 
Praife and Sincc the emperof declined the fame and envy 

fh^ code°Ld ^^ original compofition , we can Cn]y require at 
PaiidiOs. his hands, method , choice, and fidelity, the 
bumble, tliough indifpenfable , virtues of a com- 
piler. Among the various combinations of ideas , 
it is difficult to affign any reafonable preference ; 
but as the order of Juftinian is different in his 
three works, it is poffible that ill may be wrong; 
and jt is certain that two cannot.be right. In the 
fcleAion of ancient laws, he feeras to have viewecf 
his predeceffors without jcaloufy , and with equal 
regard : the feries could not afcend above the 
rejgn of Hadrian , and the narrow diftindion of 
Paganifm and Chriftianity, introduced by the 
fuperftition of Theodofi^s , had been abolifbed 
by the confent of mankind. But the jurifprudence 
" of the Pandecls is circurafcribed within a period 
of an hundred years , from the perpetual edidl to 
the death of Severus Alexander : the civilians 
who lived under the firft C^efars , are feldom per- 
mitted to fpeak , and only three names can bei 
attributed to the age of the republic. The favour- 
ite of Juftinian (it has been fiercely urged) was 
fearful of encountering the light of freedom and 
the gravity of Roman fages. Tribonian condemn- 
ed to oblivion the genuine and native wifdom 
of Cato , the Scsevolas , anc/ Sulpicius ; while he 
invoked fpirits more congenial to his own , the 
Syrians, Greeks, and Africans, who flocked to 
the Imperial court to Rudy Latin as a foreign 
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tongue , and jiirifprudence as a lucrative profef- c h a p. 
fion. But the minifters of Juftinian ^* were in- xliv% 
ftru<fled to labour , not for the curiofity of anti- 
quarians, but for the ioinaediate benefit of his fub- 
jedls. It was their duty to feledl the ufeful and 
pradical parts of the Roman law; and the writ- 
ings of the old republicans , however curious or 
excellent j were no longer fuited to the nt\f fyf- 
tem of manners, religion > and government. Per- 
haps , if the preceptors and friends of Cicero were 
flill alive, our candour would acknowledge, that, 
except in purity of language ^* , their intrinfec 
merit was excelled by the fchool ofPapinian and 
Ulpian. The fcience of the , laws is the flow 
growth of time and experience , and the advan- 
tage both of method and materials, is naturally 
affumed by the moft recent authors. The civi- 
lians of the^ reign of the Antonines had ftudied 
the works of their predeccffors : their philofophic 
fpirit had mitigated the rigour of antiquity , fim- 
plified the forms of proceeding , and emerged 
from the jealoufy and prejudice of the rival feds. 
The choice of the authorities that compofe the 
Pandeds, depended on the judgment of Tribo- 
nian: but the power of his fovereign could not 
abfolve him from the facred obligations of truth 
and fidelity. As the legiflator of the empire, 
Juftinian might repeal the ads of the Antonines, 
or condemn, as feditious, the, free principles, 
which were maintained by the laft of the Roman 
lawyers *\ But the exiftence of paft fads is pla- 
ced beyond the reach of defpotifra , and the em- 
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CHAP, peror was guilty of fraud and forgery, when he 
}ihiy. corrupted the integrity of their text, infcribed 
with their venerable names the words and ideas 
of his fervile reign *', and fuppreffed , by the 
hand of power, the pure and authentic copies of 
their fentiments. The changes and interpolations 
of Tribonian and his colleagues are excufed by 
the, pretence of uniformity: but their cares have 
been infufficient , ^nd tht antinomies ^ orcontradic- 
ticftis of the Code and Pandedls , ftill exercife the 
patience and fubtlety of modern civilians **. 
tors of the A rumour devoid of evidence has been propa- 
Sncc.""^' gated by the enemies of Juftinian; that the jurit 
prudence of ancient Rome was reduced to aflies 
by the author of the Pandeds , from ""the vain 
perfuafion , that it was now •either falfe or fuper- 
fluous. Without ufurping an office fo invidious, 
the emperor might fafely commit to ignorance 
iind time the accomplifhment of this deftrudlive 
^iflh. Before the invention of printing and pa* 
per, the labour ^nd the materials of writing 
could be purchafed only by the rich; and it may 
reafonably be computed , that the price of books 
was an hundred fold their prefent value "• Co- 
pies were flowly multiplied and cautioufly re- 
newed : the hopes of profit tempted the facrile* 
gious fcribes^to eraze the charaders of antiquity, 
and Sophocles or Tacitus were obliged to refign 
the parchment to miflals, homilies, and the gold- 
en legend **. If fuch was the fate of the moft 
beautiful compofidons of genius, what {lability 
could be expeded for the dull ar^d barren works 

of 
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of an obfolete fcience ? The books of jurifpru- chap. 
dence were interefting to few , and entertaining to XLiv. 
none: their value was conneded with prefent 
ufe , and they funk for ever as foon as that ufe 
was fuperfeded by the innovations of fafllion, 
fuperior merit, or public authority* In the age 
of peace and learning , between Cicero and the 
laft of the Antonines, many loCfes had been already 
fuftained, and fome luminaries of the fchool, or 
forum, were known only to the curious by tra- 
dition and report. Three hundred and fixty years 
of diforder and decay accelerated the progrefs of 
oblivion 5 and it may faif ly be prefumed , that of 
the writings , which Juftinian is aCcufed of ne* 
glcding, many were no longer to be found ia 
the libraries of the iiaft *'- The copies of Papi- 
nian or Ulpian > which the reformer had profcri^ 
bed, were deemed unworthy of future notice; 
the twelve tables and praetorian edict injfenfibly 
vanilhed , ai^ the monuments of ancient Rome 
were negleded or deftroycd by the envy and 
ignorance of the Greeks. Even the PandediJ them- 
felves have efcaped with difficulty and danger 
from the common ihipwreck, and criticifm ha$ 
pronounced, that a//^ the editions and manufcripts 
of the Weft are derived from one original **. It 
was tranfcribed at Conftantinople in the begin- 
ning of the feventh century ", was fuccelfively 
tranfported by the accidents of war and^ com^ 
naerce t6 Amalphi *% Pifa ", and Florence **, 
and is now df pofited as a facred r^lic *' in the 
ancient palace of the republic **• 

Vql. VIIL D 
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t H A P. It is the'firft care o| a reformer to prevent any 

XMV. future reformation. To maintain tht text of the 

legal incon. Pandc^s , the Jnftitutes, and tho Code^ the life 

nancy of; Juf- _ , ; j i t - • • n 

tiniim. ol cypher^ and abbreviations was rigoroufty pto* 

fcribed ; and as Juftinian recoliedled , that fh^ 

perpetual edid had been buried under the weight 

of cbrtimenlators , he denounced the puniihment 

i>{ forgery ag^inft the raOi civilians Who ihould 

prefume to interpret or pervert the will of their 

fovereign. The fchojars of Accurfius , of Barto- 

lus/of Cujacius, ihould blufh for their accifmu-* 

lated gnilt, unlcfs they dare to difpitte his right 

» t)f binding the authority of his fucceffors, and 

the native freedom of the mind. But the em* 

peror was unable to fix bis own inconftancy; 

and , while he boafted of renewing the exchange 

of Diomede, of tranfmuting braft into gold *\ 

he difcoveted the iieceflity of purifying his gold 

Seccrtia «^!. from the mixture of bafer alloy^ Siic years had 

code^ *^* "^^ elapfed from the publicatioti of the Code^ 

AD. 534, before h« condemned the imperfed attempt;^ by 

^^^•*^' h new and radre accurate edition of the fame 

work; which he enfiched with two hundred of 

his Own laws, and fifty decifions of the darkefl 

and moft intricate poirtts of jurifprudence* Every 

year, of, according tb Procopiusj each day^ of 

his long rei'gh, was marked by fome legal innb*. 

vation. Many of his ads were refcinded by him* ^ 

Telf; many wete i*eje<fted by bis fuicceffors, many 

have been obliterated by time; but the number 

6f fixtcen edicts, and one hundred and fixty- 

The Novels /eight NOVELS /*, h*8 beeu admitted iiato tke 
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authentic body of the civil jurifprudence; In c h a p» 
the opinion of a philofopher fuperior to the pre- xnv. 
judices of his , profeffion , thefe inceflantj and,, a. d. , 
for the moft part trifling-, alterations, can be only ^^ ^ ' 
explained by the v^enal fpirit oJF a prince, wha. 
fold without iliame his judgments and his ia\V$ *\ 
The charge of the. fecret hiftoriart is indeed ex- 
plicit and vehement; but the fole inftance, which. 
he produces, liiay be afcribed to the devotion as 
%Veil as to the avarice of juftinian. A wealthy 
bigot had bequeathed his inheritance td the church 
of Emefa; and its value was enhanced by the 
dexterity of an ailift, who fubfcribed confeflions 
oi debt and promifes of payment with the names 
of the richeft Syrians. They pleaded the ^ftab- 
iiflhed prefcription of thirty or forty years; bud 
their defence was over -ruled by a retrofpeclivd 
cdiifi, which extended the claims of the churcK 
to the term of a century; an edid (o ptegnartt 
l^ith injuftice and diforder^ that after ferving this 
occafional purpofe, it was prudently abolifhed in 
the fame reign *\ If candour vrlU acquit tile em- 
peror himfelf j and transfer the corfuption to hij 
wife and favourites , the fufpicion of fo foul a 
vice muft ftill degrade the majeflty of his lawsj 
^nd the advocates ^f juftinian may acknowledge, 
that fuch levity, whatfoever be the motive, is 
Unworthy of a iegiflator and a man. 

Mbnarcts feldom condefcend to htcbmt the* THe iiKH- 
preceptors of their fubjcds ; and fome priife is ^""^' 
due to Juftinian, by whofe command an ample iJo?. ai. 
fyftem was reduced to a iiiott and elenleatary 

t) % 
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c H A p, treatife. Among^ the various inftitutes of the R6* 
XI4V. man law *', thofe of Caius ** were the moft po- 
pular in Jihe Eaft and Weft; and their ufe may 
be confidered as an evidence of their merit. They 
were felcdled by the Imperial delegates, Tribo^ 
nian, Theophilus, and Dorotheas : and the free- 
dom and purity of the Antonines was incrufted 
with the coarfer materials of a degenerate age. 
The fame volume which introduced the youth 
of Rome, Conftantinople, and Berytus, to the, 
gradual ftudy of the Code and Pandeds, is ftill 
precious to the hiftorian, the philofopher, and 
the magiftrate. The institutes T>fJuftinian are 
. divided into four books ; they proceed , with no : 
contemptible method, from, I. Perfons^ to, IL 
Things J and from things , to, IIL Anions; and 
the article IV. of Private Wrongs , is terminated 
by the principles of Criminal Law. 
I. OF PER. L The diftindion of ranks and perfom^ is the 
SONS. firmeft bafis of a mixed and limited government, 

(laves. In France, the remains of liberty are kept alive 

by the fpirit, the honours, and even the preju- 
dices , of fifty thoufand nobles **. Two hundred 
families, fupply , in lineal defcent , the fecond 
branch of the Englifh legiflatiire, which main* 
tains, between the Icing aud^comnaons, the ba- 
lance of the conftitution. A gradation of patri- 
cians and plebeians, of ftrangers and fubjeds, 
has fupported the ariftocracy of Genoa, Venice, 
and ancient Rome. The perfedl equality of men 
is the point in which the extremes of democracy 
and defpotifm^ arc confounded; fincc the majefty 
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ef the prince or people would be oflFcnded, if c h a'f, 
any heads were exalted above the level of their xlIV. 
fellow -flaves or fellow - citizens. In th^ incline 
of the Roman empire, the proud diftinAion$ of 
the republic were gradually aboliflied^ apd the 
reafon or inftind of Juftinian completed the fimple 
form of an abfolute monarchy. The emperor 
could not eradicate the popular reverence which 
always waits on the polTeffion of hereditary wealth 
or the memory of famous anccllors. He delighted 
to honour with titles and emoluments, hi<^ gene* 
rals , magiftrates, and fenators ; and his precarious 
indulgence communicated fome rays of their glory 
to the perfons of their wives and children. But' 
in the eye of the law, all Roii^an citizens were 
equal , and all fubjeds of the empire were citizens 
of Rome. That ineftimable charader was degrad- 
ed to an obfolete and empty name. The voice 
of a Roman could no longer cnaA his laws , or 
create the annual minifters of his power: his con- 
(litutional rights might have checked thp arbitra-- 
ry will of a mafter; and the bold adventurer 
from Germany or Arabia was admitted , with 
equal favour, to the civil and military command, 
which the citizen alone had been once entitled 
to affume over the conquefts of his^Jathcrs. The 
firft Caefars had ferupuloufly guarded the diflinc- 
tion of ingenuous , and ferviU birth , which was 
decided by the condition of the mother; and the 
candour of the laws was fatisfied, if her freedom' 
could be afcertained during a fmgle. moment 
between the conception and the delivery. The' 
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t H A V. flayes', Avhq were liberated by a gencroi|8 maftcr, 
xtlv, inimetliattly entered into the middle clafs of /i- 
l)*rrinri t^x frecdmen ; but t(iey conld never be 
enfr^ncbifed from the duties of obedience and 
^gratitude: i^hatever were the fruits of their iur 
duftry, their patrqn and his family inherited the 
third p^rt^ o^ even the whole of their fortune, 
j.1 thpydied without children and without a tef- 
tamentj. Juftinian refpeded the rights of patrons 5 
|)uc his indulgence removed the badge of difgrace 
from the two inferior orders of frcedmen: >yhoever 
ceafed to be a flave, obtained, without refervc; 
pr delay , the ftation of a citizen ; and at length 
the dignity of an ingenuous birth , which iiaturb 
had refufed; %yas created, or fuppofed, by the 
omnipotence of the empei^br. Whatever reftraints 
of age, or foyms, or numbers, had been formerly 
intrdduced tq check the abufe of manumifljonsn 
and the too rapid encreafe of yile and indigent 
Romans, he finally abolifhed; and the fpirit of 
bis laws prompted the extipdion of domeftic 
fervitifde:-' Yet the eaftern prqvinces were filled, 
ill thetime of Juftinian, wjth multitudes of flave^, 
either bb^h or pUrcbafed fpr the ufe of their 
mafteri'; and the price, f^-om ten to fevcnty pieces 
of gold*, w<^s determined by their age, their 
ftrength\ and their education ***. But the barcJ- 
fhips of this dependent fiate were cpntinually 
diminifhedby the influence of government a\id re- 
ligion ; and the pride of a fubjed was no longer 
plated by his abfolute dominion oyer the life and[ 
fe?Hpinefs of his bpndfman :^\ 
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The jaw of nature inftrudls moft animals to c H A i^; 
cheriili and educate their infant progeny. The xuv. 
Jaw of reafon inculcates to the human fpecies the F'^tUers and 
j-eturns of filial piety. But the exclufive, abfolute^ ^"^'^^ 
and perpetual dominion of the father over his 
:children , is peculiar to the Roman jurifprii- 
dence ^^^, and feems to be coeval with the found- 
ation of the city '''', The paternal power was 
inftituted or confirmed by Romulus himfelf; and 
after the pradlice of three centuries , it was in- 
fcribed on the fourth table of the Decemvirs. la 
the forum , the fenate , or the camp , the adult 
fon of a Roman citizen enjoyed the public and 
private rights of 2iperfon\ m bis father'3 houfe, 
lie was a mere thing', confounded by the laws 
with the moveables, the cattle, and the flaves, 
whom the capricious matter might alienate or 
deftroy, without being rcfponfible to any earthly 
tribunal. The hand which beftowed the daily 
fuftenance might refume the voluntary gift, and 
whatever was acquired by the labour or fortune 
of the fpn, was immediately loft in the property 
of the father. His ftolen goods ( his oxen or bis 
children ) might be recovered by the fame adion 
of theft "* ; and if either bad been guilty of a 
trefpafs, it. was in his own option to compenfate 
the damage , or refign to the injured party the 
obnoxious animal. At the call -of indigence or 
avarice, tjie matter of a family could difp6fc of 
his children or his flaves. But the conditio!^ of 
the flave was far more advantageous , fuice he 
regained by the^ firft maqumiirioq his alienated 
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freedom: the fori was again reftorccf to' hi$ un- 
natural father, he might be condemned to 
fcrvitude a fecond and a third time, and it wa^ 
not tiJl after the third fale and deliverance **', 
that he was enfranchifed from the domcftic 
power, v^hich had been fo repeatedly abufeA 
According to his difcretion , a father might 
chaffife the real or imaginary faults of his chil- 
dren, by ftripes, by imprifonment, by exile, 
by finding them to the country to work in 
chains among the meaneftof his fervants. The 
niajefty of a parent was armed with the power 
of life and death ****; and the examples of fuch 
bloody executions, which were fometimes^ praifed 
and never puniflhed, may be traced in the annals, 
of Rome , beyond' the times of Ponipey and 
Auguftus. Neither age, nor rank, nor the con- 
fular office, nor the honours of a triumph, could 
exempt the moft illuftrious citizen from the 
bonds of filial fubjcdlion ''*': his own dcfcendants 
were included in the family of .their common 
anceftor; and the claims of adoption were not 
Jefs facred or lefs rigorous than thofe of nature. 
Without fear , though not without danger of 
abufe , the Roman legiflators had repofed an 
unbounded confidence in the feritiments of pa* 
ternal love ; and the oppreflion was tempered 
by the affurance , that each generation muft 
fucceed in its turn to the awful digni^:y of parent 
and mafter 

The hrft limitation of paternal power is 
afcribed to the juftige and humanity of Numa; 
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and the maid who, \vith his fethcrs cdnfent, chak 
had efpoufed a freeman, w^s proteded from the xiiv. 
tjifgrace of becoming the wife of a flave. In the 
firft ages, when the city was preffcd and often 
f»miihed by her Latin and Tufcan neighbours', 
the fale of children might be a frequent pradice ; 
hut as a Roman could not legally purchafe the 
hbcrty of hi? fellow - citizen , the market muft 
gradually fail , and the trade would be deftroyed 
by the conquefts of the republic. An imperfed 
right of property was at length cdmmunicated 
to fons ; and the threefold diftindion of prqfcffi^ 
tious^ adventitious^ and profcjfionaly was afcertained 
hy the jurifprudence of the Code and Pandeds '**. 
Of all that proceeded from the father , he im* 
parted only the ufe, and referved the abfolute 
dominion; yet if his goods were fold, the filial 
portion was excepted, by a favourable interpre- 
tation, from the demands of the creditors. In 
whatever accrued by marriage, gift, or collateral 
fucccffion , the property was fecured to the fon ; 
but the father , unlefs he had been fpecially 
excludqd , enjoyed the ufufrud during his life. 
As a juft and prudent reward of military virtue, 
the fpoils of the enemy were acquired, poffeffed, 
and bequeathed by the foldier alone ; and the 
fair analogy was extended to the emoluments of 
any liberal profeffion, the falary of public fervice, 
and the facred liberality of the emperor or the 
cmprefs. The life of a citizen was lefs expofed 
than his fortune to the abufe of paternal power. 
Yet his life might be adverfe to the intercft 01 
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CHAP, paffions of an unworthy father : the fame crimcg 
xtiVt that flowed from the corruption , were more 
fenfibly felt by the humanity, of the Auguftaw 
age \ and the cruel Erixo, who whipt bis fon till 
he expired , was faved by the emperor fron> the 
juft fury of the multitude "*. The Roman father, 
from the licence of fervile dominion, was reduced 
to the gravity and moderation of a judge. The- 
prefence and opinion of Auguftus confirmed the 
jentence of exile pronounced againft an intention- 
al parricide by the domeftic tribunal of Arius. 
Hadrian tranfported to an ipaod the jealous 
parent , who , like a robber ^ had feized the 
opportunity of hunting, to affaffinate a youth, 
the inceftuous lover of his ftep-mother "*. A 
private jurifdidion is repugnant to the fpirit of 
monarchy ; the parent. was again reduced from a 
judge to an accufer; and the magiftrates were 
enjoined by Severus Alexander to hear his com^ 
plaints and execute his fentence. He could no 
longer take the life of a fon without incurring 
the guiJt and punilhment of murder; and the: 
pains of parricide, from which he h^d' been 
excepted by th^ Pompcian law , were finally 
inflided by the juftice of Conftantine '". The 
fame protedion was due to every period of 
cxiftence;, and reafon muft applaud the humanity 
of Paulus, for imputing th^ crime of murder to 
the father, who ftrangles, or ftarves, or abandons 
his new-born infant; or expofes him in a publio 
place to find tlie mercy which he himfelf bact 
denied. But the expofition of gbildren was ,tbQ 
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prevailing and ftubborn xnce of anticjuity : it was c H a K 
fometimes prefcribed , often permitted ,* almoft Ki'iv* 
always pradifed with impunity, by the nations 
\vho never Entertained the Roman ideas of pa- 
ternal' power; and the dramatic poets, who ap- 
peaPto 'the human heart, reprefent with indif- . 
ference a popular cuftom which w^s palliated by 
the mo^iv^es of ceconomy and compalfion '**. If 
the father could fubdue his own feelings, he 
mi^ht cfoftpe,' though not the cenfure , at leaft 
the ' chaftJfement of the lavyj; and the Roman 
empire was (lained with the blood of infants , till 
fuch murders were included , by Vakntinian and 
hi5 colleagues, in the letter and fpirit of the Corr 
neliani]aw.- The Jeffons of jurifprudence '*' and 
chriftianity'had'beett'inTufficlent to eradicate this 
inhuman pradice , till their gentle influence- was 
fortifted by the terrors of capital punifliment "*. 

Experience has proved, that favages are the HusbanJi 
tyrants of the female fex, and that the condition ^^"^ "^^^^ 
of women is ufually foftened by the refinements 
of fdciaJ life. In the h^ope of a robuft progeny, ' 
Xycurgits bad ddayed th^ feafon of marriage : it 
'V^as fixbd by Numa 'at the tender age of twelve 
year<< ,' tW?it the Rotifln hufband might educate 
tO'fiis-KviH' a ptire and obedient virgin "'. Ac- xhc reiigioui 
cording^ to the cuftom of antiquity, he boxight "'" °^"*"' 
his bride of her" parents , and {he fulfilled the 
coemption y'- by purchafing, with three pieces of 
copper , a juft introdudion to his houfe and 
houfehold deities. A facrifice of fruits was of- 
fered by th« pontiffs h^ the prefcacc of tea yi\%% . 
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©HAP. neffes , the cdntracling parties were feated on the 
xuv. fame fteepflcin; they tailed a £alt cake of far 
or rice; and this confarreation ''*,' which denoted 
the ancient food of Italy , ferved as an embleni 
^ of their myftic union of mind and body. Buif 
this union on the fide of the woman wa* rigor-' 
ous and. unequal; and flie rcnotiaced the nanw« 
and worlhip of her father's houfc, to tn^ace a 
new feryitude, decorated only by the title of 
adoption. A fidion of the law, neitber rational 
nor elegant, bcftovjed On the mother of a farai* 
ly "'' (her proper appellation) the ftrange chat- 
aders of filler to her own children , and ^t 
daughter to her hufband or mailer > who was 
invefted with the plenitude of paternal power. 
By his judgment or caprice her behaviour was 
approved , or cenfured , or chaftifed; heexercifed 
the jurifdidlion of life and death; and it was allow- 
ed, that in the cafes of adultery or diunkennefs '*', 
the fentence might be properly inflided. She 
acquired and inherited for the fole profit of her 
lord; and fo clearly was woman defined, not as 
a perforiy but as a thinq^ that, if the original title 
were deficient, Ihe might be claimed, like other 
moveables, by the ufc and pofleffion of an entire- 
year. The inclination of the Roman hufband 
difcharged pr withheld the conjugal debt,, fb 
fcrupuloufly exadcd by the Athenian and Jewilh 
laws "' : but , as polygamy was unknown, he 
could never admit to his bed a fairer qr more* 
favoured partner, 
f tcedom of After the Piinio triumphs , tie matrons of Rome 
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alpired to the common benefits of a free and chap. 
opulent republic : their wiihes were gratified by xuv. . 
the indulgence of fathers and lovers , and their '*)« «»*tTimo. 
ambition wad unfuccefsfully refitted by the gra-"^ 
vity of Cato the Cenfor '**. They declined the 
folenoiiities of the old nuptials , defeated the aa- 
iHial ptefcription by an abfence of three days, , 

and , without lofing their name or independence, 
fubfcribed the liberal and definite terms of a 
xhafriage-colntra<fl. Of their private fortunes^ 
they communicated the ufe, and fecured the 
propertj^ : the eftates of a wife could neither be 
, al^^nated nor mortgaged by a prodigal hufband ; 
their mutual gifts were prohibited by the jea- 
loufy of the laws; and the mifcondudl of either 
party might afford, under another name, a 
future fubjed for an adlion of theft. To this 
loofe and voluntary compad , religious and civil 
rices were no longer eflential; and, betweea 
perfons of a firailar rank , the apparent commu* 
nity of life was allowed as fufficient evidence of 
their nuptials. The dignity of marriage was reftor- 
ed by the Cbriftians, who derived all fpiritual grace 
from the prayers of the faithful and the benediction 
of the prieft or bifhop. The origin, validity , and 
duties of the holy inftitution, were regulated by 
the tradition of the fynagogue, th^ precepts of the 
goipel, and the canons of general or provincial fy* 
nods '"; and the confciencc of the Chriftians waj 
awed by the decrees and cenfures of their ec- 
clefiaftical rulers. Yet the magiftrates of lufti- 
ni^n were not (ubj^d to the authority of the 
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■K ■ 
church : the emperor confulted the unbelieving 

civilians of antiquity ^ and the choice of rnatri-. 
moriial laws in the Code, arid Panders , is diredl* 
cd by the earthly motives of jufticei policy j and 
the natural freedbm of both fexes '". ^ 

Befides the agreement of the parties / the cf-* 
fence of every rational contrad j the*^ jR:Oftiaa 
marriage rdquire<l the previous approbation of 
the parents* A father might b^ forced by fome: 
recent kws to fupply the wints of a mM,\itt 
daughter J but even his infanity was not generally 
allowed to fuperfede the neceffity of his cofifent. 
The caufes of the diffolution of matrimony have 
varied among the Romans '*'; bujt th^ , moft 
folemn facraiheilt^ the confajrreation itfelf, might 
always be done away by jites of a contrary 
tendency. In the firft agesj the father of a 
family might fell his children ^ and his wife Vas 
reckoned in the number of. his children: the 
domeflic judge mighu pronounce the death of the 
offender; or liis mercy might expel her from hi* 
bed and houfe ; but the flavery of the wretch- 
ed female was hopelefs and perpetual, un'kfe he 
aflerted for liis o\Vn c6nveriience the mmily: 
prerogative of divorce. The warmeft applaufe 
has been lavifhed on the virtue bf thd- Romans, 
who abftatned from the excrcife of this t^njptifig 
privilege above five hundred years"*: but the 
fame fadl evinces the unequal terms 6f a connec- 
tion in which the flave was unable to rtbctonce^ 
her tyrant, and the tyrant . ^i'^as unwilling to re* 
iinquifh his flave. When, the Romao •mtitfo.fta 
beGaine the equal aad voluntary eomp^nioii* of 
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their lords, a new jurifpruderice was introduced, chap* 
that marriage , like other partnerfhips , might be xliy. 
diflblVed by the abdication of one of the af- 
fociat'Cs. In, three centuries of profperity and 
corruption , this principle was enlarged to fre- 
quent pradlicc and pernicious abufe.^ Paffion^ 
intereftt or caprice^ fuggcfted daily motives for 
the diffolution of fflarriage 5 a word, a fign, a 
meffage, a letter, the mandate of a freedman^ 
•declared the reparation ; the tnoft tender of 
human connedions was degraded to a tranfient 
fociety of profit or pleafure, -According to the 
various tonditions of life , both fexes alternately 
felt the difgrace and injury i an inconftanC 
fpoufe transferred her wealth to a new family, 
abandoning a numerous, perhaps a fpurious^ 
progeny to the paternal authority and care of 
her late hufband ; a beautiful virgin might be 
difmiffed to the world,' old, indigent ^ and 
friendlefs; but the reludance of the Romtos^ 
when they were preffcd to marriage by Au- 
guftus, fufficiently marks, that the prevailing 
inftitutions were leaft favourable to the males. A 
fpecious theofy is confuted by this free and pei*-* 
fe<fl experiment, which demonftrates, that the 
Jiberty of divofce does not contribute to hap- 
pinefs and virtue. The facility of feparation 
would deftroy all mutual confidence, and irf- 
flanie every trifling difpute : the minute difference 
between Vktt hufband and a ftianger , Which 
.might fo eafily be removed, might ftill more 
^fily be forgotten J and the matron, who ia 
five year$ can {ubnait to the embraces of eight 
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CHAP, hufbands, muft ccafc to reverence the chaftity of 
XLiv. her own perfon "*. 
LimitadoM Infufficient remedies followed with diftant. and 
of uivorccr^ tardy fteps the rapid progrefs of the evil. The 
ancient worlhip of the Romans afforded a pecu- 
liar goddefs to hear and reconcile the complaints 
of a married life; but her epithet of Viriplaca^^\ 
the appeafer of hufbands, too clearly indicates 
On which fide fubmiflion and repentance were al- 
ways expeded. Every ad of a citizen was fub- 
jed to the judgment of the cenfors ; the firft who 
ofed the privilege of divorce afligned, at their 
command, the motives of his condud "-; and a 
fenator was expelled for difmiffing his virgin fpoufe 
without the knowledge or advice of his friends. 
Whenever an adion was inftituted for the reco- 
very of a marriage - portion , the prdtor ^ as the 
guardian of equity, examined the caufe and the 
cbaraders, and gently inclined the fcale in favour 
of the guiltlefs and injured party. Auguftus, who 
united the powers of both magiftrates, adopted 
their different modes of rcpreffing or chaftifmg 
the licence of divorce "*. T he prcfence of fevcn 
Roman witneffes was required for the validity of 
this folemn and deliberate ad ; if any adequate 
provocation had been given by the hufband, in- 
ftead of the delay of two years , he was compelled 
to refund immediately , or in the fpace of fix 
months ; but if he could arraign the manners of 
bis wife, her guilt or levity was expiated by the 
lofs of the fixth or eighth part of her marriage- 
portion. The Chriftian princes were the firft who 

fpjecifi^d 
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fpecified the jufl cauJTes of a private divorce ; their chap. 
inftitutions, from Conftailtine to Juftiniari, appear xLiv. 
to fludtuate between the . cuftom of the . empire 
and the wiflies of the church "% and the author 
of the Novels too frequently reforms the jurifpru- 
dence of the Code and Pandeds. In the'moft 
rigorpus laws , a wife Nvsis condemned to fuppprt 
a gamefter, a drunkard /or a libertine, unlefsbc 
were guilty of homicide , poifon , or facrilege, in 
which cafes the marriage, as it fhouldfeem, might 
have been diffolvcd by the hand of the expcution- 
cn But the facred right of the hulband was in- 
variably maintained, to deliver his name and family 
from the difgrace of adultery: the lift of mortar 
fms, either male or female, was curtailed and enlarg- 
ed by fucceffive regulations, and the obftacles 
©f incurable impotence,' long abfence, and mo- 
*aftic profeffion, were allowed to refcind the ma- 
trimonial 9bligation. Whoever tranf^reffed the 
pcrmiffion of the law, was fubjedl. to various and 
heavy penalties. The woman was ftript of her 
wealth and ornaments, without ex(::epting thfe bod- 
kin of her hair:, if the man introduced a new 
bride into his bed , her fortune might be lawfully 
feized by the vengeance of his exiled wife. For* ^ 

feiture was fometimes commuted to a* fine; the 
fine was fometimes aggravated by tranfportation 
to an idand, or imprifonijncnt in a monaftery ': 
the injured party was releafed from the bonds of 
marriage ; but the oiFender , during life or a terni 
of years, was difabled from tlie repetition of nup- 
tials. The fuccelTor of Juftinian yielded to the 
Vol. VilL JE 
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CHAP, prayers of his unhappy fubjeds , and rcflx)red the 
XLiv. liberty of divorce by mtftual confent : the dvi- 
lians were unanimous "*, the theologians were 
divided ''\ and the ambiguous word , which coo- 
tains the precept of Chrift is flexible to any inter- 
pretation that the wifdom of a legiflator caci 
demand. 
Inceft, con. The freedom of love ^nd marriage was reftrain- 
tifti^a * *^ ^^ among the Romans by natural and civil im- 
pediments. An inftindl , almoft innate and uni- 
verfal , appears to prohibit the inceftuous com- 
merce *'* of parents and children in the infinite 
feries of afcending and defcending generations* 
• Concerning the oblique and collateral branches^, 
nature is indifferent, reafoh mute, andcuftom va- 
^ rious and arbitrary. In Egypt , the marriage of 
brothers and fillers was admitted without fcrupic 
or exception : a Spartan might efpoufe the daughtei: 
of his father, an Athenian, that of his mother; 
and the nuptials of an uncle with his niece were 
applauded at Athens as an happy union of the 
deareft relations. The profane lawgivers of Rome 
were never tempted by ihtereft or fiiperftition to 
multiply the forbidden degrees : but they inflexibly 
condemned the marriage of fillers and brothers , 
hefitated whether firftcoufins fliould be touched by 
the fame interdid ; revered the parental charader 
of aunts and uncles, and treated affinity and 
adoption as a juft imitation of the ties of blood. 
According to the proud maxims of the republic, 
a legal marriage could only be con traded by free 
citizens; anhon©urable, at leaft an ingenuous birth. 
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wars required for the fppufe of a ienator : but the 6 1! A ^i 
blood of kings could never mingle in legitimate XIIV. 
nuptials with the blood of a Roman ; and the 
name of Stranger degraded Cleopatra and Bere* 
xiice *'% to live the concubines of Mark Antony 
and Titus "*. This appellation, indeed fo inju- 
rious to the majefty, cannot without indulgence 
be applied to the manner's , of thefe Oriental 
queens. A concubine j in the ftridl fenfe of the 
civilians, was a woman of fervile or plebeian 
cxtra<Jlion, the fole and faithful companion df a 
Roman citizen , who continued in a ftate of celi- 
bacy- Her modeft ftation below the honours of 
a wife, above the infamy of a proftitute, \vas 
acknowledged and approved by the lawsj fronx 
the age of Auguftus to the tenth century, the 
ufe of this fecondary marriage prevailed both iit 
the Weft and Eaft , and the humble virtues Of a 
concubine were often preferred to the pomp and 
infolence of a noble matron. In this connei^ion^ 
the two Antonines, the beft of princes and of 
men, enjoyed the comforts df domeftic love: 
the example was imitated by many citizens im^ 
patient of celibacy, but regardful of their families* 
If at any time they defired to legitimate their na-« 
tur^l children^ the converfion was inftantly per.- 
formed by the celebration of their nuptials -^ith 
a partner whofe fruitfulnefs and fidelity they had 
^ilready tried. By this epithet of natural, the off- 
fpring of the concubine were diftinguiflied ftom 
the fpurious brood of adultery , pf oftitutidn, rmd 
iELCell> to \^hom JuiUnian Tc;lu<%antly grants th^ 
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neceffary aliments of life vand thefe naturarchiiaren 
alone were' capable of fucceeding to a fixth part 
ot the inheritance of their reputed father. Accord- 
ing to the rigour of law, baftards were entitled 
on(y to the name and condition of their mother, 
from whom they might derive the charadler of a 
iltfVe , a ftranger , or a citizen. The outcafts of 
every family were adopted without reproach .as 
the children of the ftate ''^ 

The relation of guardian and ward, ©r in Ra- 
ixian words of tutor and pupii, which covers fo 
jnany titles of the Inftitutes and Pandeds '*', is 
of a very fimple and uniform nature. The per^ 
ion and property of an orphan muft always be 
trufted to the cuftody of fome difcreet friend. If 
the deceafed father had not fignified his choice 
the' apnats , or paternal kindred of the near^ft 
degree , were compelled to ad as the natural 
guardians : the Athenians werc apprehenfive of 
cxpofing the infant to the power of thofe moft 
interefted in his death; but an axiom of Roman 
jnrifprudence has pronounced, that the charge 
of tutelage fhould conftantly attend the emolu- 
ment of fucceffion. If the choice of the father, 
and the line of confanguinity, afforded no efficient 
guardian, the failure was {applied by the nomi- 
nation of the prxtor of the city, or the prefident 
of the province. But the perfon whom they 
named to this public office might be legally ex- 
cufed by iiifanity or blindnefs, by ignorance or 
inability, by previous enmity or adverfe intereft, 
by the number of children or guardiah(hips ^ykh 
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'whteh h^ was already buitheiaed , and by the chap. 
immunities, which werfc; granted to fthe ufeful xnv. 
laboaiF^ of niagiftrate? i l<iwyers , phyftcians, awd 
pi-ofeffors. Tilhthe infant could fpeak and think, 
be was rcipr^fented by the tutor^ whofe authority 
was finally determined by the age of puberty. 
Without his conferit, no afl: df the pupil- could 
bind himfelf to his own prejudice , though it 
might oblige others for his perfonal benefit. It 
is needlefe to obfervc, that the tutor often gave 
fecurity, and: always rendered an account, and 
that the wafit of diligence or integrity expofed 
him to a civil and almoft criminal adlion for the 
violation of his facred triift. 1 he age of puberty 
bad been rafhly fixed by ithe civilians U fourteen; 
but a« the faculties of the mind ripen more flowly 
than.thofe pf the body, a. curator was intcrpofcd 
to guard the fortunes of a Roman youth from 
his own inexperience and^ headftroug paffions. 
Stich a .truftee had been fitft inftitivtod by the* 
prsetOT, to fave a family from the blind havock 
of a' prodigal or madman; and the minor was 
compelled by the laws, to folicit the fame pro* 
tedion , to give validity to his ads till he ac- 
compliftied the full period of twenty -five years. 
Worrien were condemned to the perpetual tutel- 
age ^f parents, huJbands, or guardians; a fex 
created to plcafe and obey was never fuppofed 
to have attained the age of reafon and experience. 
Such at leaft was the ftern and haughty fpirit of 
the ancient law , which had been infcnfibly mol- 
lified before the time of Juftinian. 
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€ H A P, 11. The original right of property can only 
xiiv, t)e juftified by the accident or merit of prior 
^' OF occupancy ; and on this foundation it is wifely 

Righc pf pw cft2.bli(hed by the philofophy of the civilians **'. 
wm» The lavage who hollows a tree, inferts a Iharp 

llone into a wooden handle, or applies a firing 
to an elaftiq branch , becomes in a ftate of nature 
the juft proprietor of the canoe , the bow , or 
the hatchet. The materials were common to 
^1 , the new form , the produce of his time an4 
fimple induftry, belongs folely to himfelf. His 
liungry brethren cannot, without a fenfe of their 
own injuftice, extort from the hunter the game 
of the foreft overtaken or flain by his perfonal 
ftrength and dexterity. If his provident pare pre-* 
fcrves and multiplies the tame animals , whofe 
nature is tradable to the arts of education , he 
requires a perpetual title to the ufe and fervice 
of their nym^rous progeny, which derives its 
cxiftence from him alone. If be inclofes and cuL 
tivates a field for their (uftenance and his own, 
^ barren wafte is converted into a fertile foil; 
the feed, the manure, the labour, create a new 
value, and the rewards of harveft are painfully 
earned by the fatigues of the revolving year. In the 
fucceflivc ftates of fociety, the hunter, the fhepherd, , 
\^ the hufbandman, may defend their poffeflSons by 

two rcafons which forcibly appeal to the feelings 
of the human mind ; that whatever they enjoy is 
|:he fruit of their own induftry ; and , that every 
l»an who envies their felicity, may purcbafe 
fimiJ^F acquifitions by th^ cxercifc of fimil4? 
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diligence. Such , in truth , may be the freedom c H a f, 
and plenty of a| fmall colony caft on a fruitful xliv* 
ifland. But the colony multiplies, while the 
fpace ftill continues the fame : the common rights, 
the equal inheritance of mankind, are engroffed 
by the bold and crafty ; each field and foreft is 
circumfcribed by the land-marks of a jealous 
mafter; and it is the peculiar praife of the Ro- 
man jurifprudence , that it afferts the claim of the 
iirft occupant to the wild animals of the earth , 
the air^ and the Avjiters. In the progrefs from 
primitive equity to final injuftice, the fteps arc 
filent, the fliades are almoft imperceptible, and 
the abfolute monopoly is guarded by pofitive 
laws and artificial reafon. The adive infatiate prin- 
ciple of felf-love can alone fupply the arts of life 
and the wages of induftry ; and as foon as civil 
government and cxclufive property have been in- 
troduced, they become neceffary to the exiftence of 
the human race. Except in the fingular inftitution^ 
of Sparta, the wifeft legidators have difapproved 
an agrarian law as a falfe and dangerous innova- 
tion. Among the Romans, the enormous difpro- 
portion of wealth furmounted the ideal reftraintd 
of a doubtful tradition and an obfolete ftatute ; 
a tradition that the pooreft follower of Romulus 
had been endowed with the perpetual inheritance 
of two jugtra "*, a ftatute which confined the 
richeft citizen to the meafure of five hundred 
jugera, or three hundred and twelve acres of 
land. The original territory of Rome confifted 
only of fome miles of wood and meadow along 

E4 
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CHAP, the banks 'Cf the Tyber ; and domeftic exchange 
XMV. could add nothing to the national ftock. But 
th« goods of an alien or enemy were lawfully 
expofed to th^ firft hpftile occupier; the city 
was enriched by the profitable trade of war; and 
the blood of her fons was the only price that 
was paid for the Votfcian iheep , the flaves of 
Britain, or the gems and gold of Afiatic king* 
doms. In the language of ancient jurifprudence, 
which \yas corrupted and forgotten before the 
age of Juftinian , thefe fpoils were diftinguiihcd 
l)y the name of mancq>s or mandpium , taken with 
the hand; and whenever they were fold ox eman* 
tipattd^ the purchafer required tome affurahce that 
they had been the property of an enemy, and 
not of a fellow-citizen '''. A citizen could only 
forfeit his rights by apparent derelidion , and 
fuch derelidion of a valuable intereft could not 
eafily be prefumed. Yet according to the twdve 
tables 5 a prefcription\^of one year for moveables, 
and of two years for immoveables , aboliihed 
the claim of the ancient maftcr^ if the adual 
poffeflbr bad acquired them by a fair tranf* 
adion from the perfon whom he b'elievcd tp be 
the lawful proprietor /*'. Such confcientious in- 
juftice, without any* mixture of fraud or force, 
could feldom injure tbfe members of a fmall re- 
public; but the various periods of three, of ten, 
or ol twenty years , determift^d by Juftinian; are 
more fuitable to the latitude of a greajt^ empire. 
It is only in the term of prefcriptlon that the 
diftindion of real and perfonal fortune has been 
remarked by the civilians , and their general idea 
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<)f property is that of fimple , uniform , and ab* c h A f. 
folutc dominion. The fubordinate exceptions of xi.iv. 
ufe^ of ujufruH '*', of fcrvitudcs '**, impofed fo? 
the benefit of a. neighbour on lands, and houfes, 
are abundantly explained by the profeffors of . 
jurifprudcnce- The claims of property, as far 
as they are altered by the mixture, the divifion , or 
the transformation of fubftances, are.inyeftigated • ' 

with m^^phyfical fubtlety by the fame civilians. 
The. perfon^^^l title of the firft proprietor muft 
be determined by his death : but the poffeffion , of inherit- 
without a«y appearance of change, is peaceably *"^^*"* ^"^' 
continued in his . children , the affociates of his 
toil aqd the partners of his wealth. This natural 
inheritance has be^n proteded by the legiflators 
of every climate and ,age , and the father is en- 
couraged, to perfevcre in flow ai>d diftant im- 
provements, by the tender hope, that a long pot 
terity w:ill enjoy the fruits of his labour. The 
p-irtc/i?^. o£ hereditary fucceflion is univerfal, but 
the order has been varioufly eftabliihed ,by con- 
vediente or caprice 5. by the fpirit of patipnal infti- 
tutions, or by fome partial example, which wasr ^ 
originally decided by fraud or violence.. The jurif- 
prudence of the Romans appears to have deviated 
from the equality of .nature, much lefs than the 
Jew^ ^i- i thi^Athenian '** ,- or the Englilh inrtitu-. 
ti^s^'-f ?. On the death of a citizen , all his defcend- 
anfcs-, unlefs they were aheady freed from his pater- ^■ 
nal.power, were called to the inheritance of his pof- 
feffiooSi. Theinfolent prerogative of primogeniture 
-was uiiknowa '• the tyfo fexes were placed pa ajuft. 
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c ^H A p. level ; all the fons and daughters were entitled to att 
XLiv. equal portion of the patrimonial eftate ; and if any 
of the fons had been intercepted by a premature 
death, his perfon was reprefented , and his (hare wa« 
Civil degrees divided , by his furviving children. On the failure 
ot kindred. ^£ ^y^^ Jired line , the right of fucceffion muft di- 
verge to the collateral branches. The degrees of kin- 
dred*** are numbered by the civilians , afcending 
from the laft poffeffor to a common parent , and 
defcending from the common parent to the next 
Iieir; my father ftands in the firft degree, my 
brother in the fecond, his children in the third, 
and the remainder of the feries may be conceived , 
by fancy , or pidured in a genealogical table. In 
this compvitation , a diftincSion was made , effen-t 
tial to the laws and even the conftitution of Rome ; 
the agnats , or perfons connecfted by a line of 
males , were called , as they ftood in the neareft ' 
degree , to an equal partition ; but a female was 
incapable of tranfmitting any legal claims ; and the 
cognats of every rank, without excepting the dear 
relation of a mother and a fon, were difmherited by 
the twelve tables , as ftrangers and aliens. Among 
the Romans , 2Lgens or lineage was united by a com* 
mon name and domeftic rites ; the various cognomens 
or furnames of Scipio , or Marcellus , diftinguifhcd 
from each other the fubordinate branches of fa* 
milies of the Cornelian or Claudian racd: tli^-d^* 
- fault of the agnats , of the fame furname , waif' 
fupplied by the larger denomination oi gentiles^ 
and the vigilance of the laws maintained, in 
$hc fame name, the perpetual defcent of religiba 
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and property. A fimilar principle didkatcd the C h a F« 
Voconian law '*' , which aboliflied the right xiiv^ 
of female inheritance. As long as virgins were 
given OT fold in marriage , the adoption of the 
^fe extinguiflied the hopes of the daughter. 
But the equal fucceflion of independent matrons,^ 
fupported th.eir pride and luxury , and might 
tranfport into a foreign houfe the riches of their 
fathers. While the maxims of Cato '** were 
revered, they tended to perpetuate in each family 
a juft and virtuous mediocrity : till fen^ale blan* 
dilhments infenfibly triumphed; and every falutary 
reftraint was loft in the diffolute greatnelis of the 
republic. Thfe rigour of the decemvirs was tem- 
pered by the equity of the praetors. Xheir edids 
reftored emancipated and pofthumous children 
to the rights of nature ; and upon the failure of 
the agnats^ they preferred the blood of the cognats 
to the name of the gentiles, whofe title and 
charader were infenfibly covered with oblivion. 
The reciprocal inheritance of mothers and fons 
was eftabliftied in the TertuUian and, Orphitian 
decrees by the humanity of the fenate, A new- 
and more impartial order was introduced by the 
novels of Juftinian , who affeded to revive the 
jurifprudence of the twelve tables. The lines of 
mafculine jmd female kindred were confounded : 
the defcending, afcending, and collateral feries, 
was accurately defined ; and each degree , according 
to the proximity of blood and affedtion , fucceeded 
to the vacant pofleffions of a Roman citizen "'. 
Th^ Qirdej: pf fwcgeflion i$ regulated by nature, ^«tro!i0ar«« 
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€ HA 1?.' ot at Icaft by the general atui i^rnranent r^afon 

XLiv* of the lawgiver: but this order is frequently 

and liberty of yjojated by. the arbitrary and partial 'wills which 

% amcttts. pyQiQfjg the dominion gf the teftator beyoad the 
'grave ^^\ In the fimple ftate of fociety, this laft 
ufe o* abufe of the right of property is fekiom 
indulged: it was introduced at A«thens by the 
laws of Solon ; and the private tcftaments of the 
father of a fatnily are authorifed by the twelve . 
tabjes. Before the timle of the decemvir? '", %. 
Roman citizen expofed his wishes and motivesr. 
t'o the affembly of the thirty curiae or pariflies^i 
and the general Uw of inheritance was fufpendedx 
by an occafional aA of the legiflature. After thei 
permiffion of the decemvirs, each private law- 
giver promulgated his verbal ot written tefta- 
mentin theprefence,of five citizens, who reprcfeiti:- 
ed the five claffes of the Roman people; a fixth 
witnefs attefted their concurrence ; a fevehth 
weighed the copper money, which was paid by 
an ioiaginary purchafer ;' and the eftate was' 
emancipated by a fidlitious Tale and imniediate- 
releafe. This fmgular ceremony *'*, which excited 
the wonder of the Greeks , was ftill pradifed 
in the age of Severus ; but the praetors had 
already approved a mare fimple teftament;^ for 
which they required the feaJ^ and fignatures- oi 
feven witnefles , free from all legal exception , 
and purpofely fummoned for the execution 
6f that important ad. A domeftic monarch , who 
reigned over the lives and fortunes of his children ^ 
might diftribute their refpediye fliares according 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 6i 

to the degrees of their merit or his affe<5lion: his c ti a v. 
arbitrary dirpleafurc chaftifed an unworthy fon by xiiv. 
the lofs of his inheritance and the mortifying 
preference of a ftranger. But the experience of 
unnatural parents recommended fomfe limitations 
of their teftamentary powers. A fon, or, by 
the laws of Juftinian , even a daughter, could no 
longer be difmherited by their filence : they were 
compelled to name the criminal, and to fpecify 
the ofFetice ; and th^ juftice of the emperor enu- 
merated the fole caufes that could juftify fuch a 
violation of the firft principles of nature and 
fociety *". Unlefs a legitimate portion, a fourth 
part, had been referved for the' children ,' they 
were entitled to inftitute an adion or complaint 
of inofficious teftament ; to fuppofe that their fa- 
ther's undcrftanding was impaired by ficknefs or 
age, and refpedfuUy to appeal from his rigorous 
fentence to the deliberate wifdom of the magif- 
trate. In the Roman jurifprudence , an effential Legacies* 
diftindion was afdmitted between the inheritance 
and the legacies. The heirs who fucceeded to 
the entire unity , or to any of the twelve fradions 
of the fubftance of the teftator, reprefentcd his 
civil and religious charader, afferted his rights, 
fulfilled his obligations , and difcharged the gifts - 
of friendfhip or liberality which his laft will had 
bequeathed under the name of legacies. But as 
the imprudence or prodigality of a dying man 
might exhauft the inheritance , and leave only 
rifle and labour to his fuccefl'gr , he was empow- 
ered to retain the ¥nlddiun portion; to dedud. 
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CHAP, before the payment of the legacies , a clear 
XLiv. fourth for his own emolument. A reafonablc 
time was allowed to examine the proportion 
between the debts and the eftate , to decide 
whether he fhould accept or refufe the teftament ; 
and if he ufed the benefit of an inventory , the 
demands of the creditors could not exceed the 
valuation of the effeds. The laft will of a 
citizen might be altered during his life or re* 
fcinded after his death : the perfons whom be 
named might die before him , or rejedk the inhe* 
ritance , or be expofed to fome legal difqualifica- 
tion. In the contemplation of thefe events ^ he 
was permitted to fubftitute fecond «nd third 
heirs, to replace each other according to the 
order of the teftament ; and the incapacity of a 
madman or an infant to bequeath his property, 
might be fupplied by a fimilar fubftitution '*** 
But the power of the teftator expired with the 
acceptance of the teftament : each Roman of 
mature age and difcretion acquired the abfolute 
dominion of his inheritance, and the fimplicity 
of the civil law was never clouded by the long 
and intricate entails which confine the happinefa 
and freedom of unborn generations. 
Godkiitwid Conqueft and the formalities of law eftablifhed 
trttftt. ^g ufg Qf codicils. If a Roman was furprifed by 

death in a remote province of the empire, he 
addreffed a ftiort epiftle to his legitimate or tefta- 
mentary heir; who fulfilled with honour, or 
negleded with impunity, this laft requeft, which 
the judges before the age of Auguftu$ were not 
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authorifed to enforce. A codicil might be ex- c h a p. 
prefTed in any mode, or in any language; but xuv. 
the fubfcription of five witneffes mufl declare 
that it was the genuine compofition of the author. 
His intention, however laudable , was foraetimes 
illegal } and the invention of fidei - commijja , or 
trufts, arofe from the ftruggle between natural 
juftice and pofxtive jurifprudencc. A ftranger of 
Greece or Africa might be the friend or bene-, 
fador of a childlcfs Roman, but none, except a 
fellow -citizen, could axfl as his heir. The Voco- 
nian law , which aboliihed female fucceflion, 
"reftrained the legacy or inheritance of a woman 
to the fum of one hundred thoufand fefterces '"; 
und an only daughter was condemned almoft as 
an alien in her father's houfe. The zeal of 
friendOiip , and parental affedion , fuggeded a 
liberal artifice: a qualified citizen was named in 
the teftament, with a prayer or injunction that 
he would reftore the inheritance to the perfoa 
for whom it was truly intended. Various was 
the condudl of the truftees in this painful 
fituation: they had fworn to obferve^the laws 
of their country > but honour prompted them to 
violate their oath : and if they preferred their 
i^jitereft under the mafk of patriotifm, they ior- 
felted the efleem of every virtuous mind. The 
declaration of Auguftus relieved their doubts , 
gave a legal fandtion to confidential teftaments 
and codicils , and gently unravelled the forms 
and reftraints of the republican jurifprudencc '"» 
But a3 the wyf pradice of trulls degenexatecjl 
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CHAP, into fome abufe , the truftce was enabled , by 
xLiv. the Trebellian and Pegafian decrees , to rcferve 
one fourth of the eftate, or to transfer on the 
head of the re^l heir all the debts and adions 
of the fucceffion. The interpretation of tefta- 
ments was ftrid and literal ; but the language of 
tfujfs and codicils was delivered frpm the minute 
and technical accuracy of the civilians '*^ 

HI. The general duties of mankind are impofed 
by their public and private relations : but their 
fpecific obligations to each other can only be the 
effe<ft of , I. a promife, 2. a benefit, or 3. an in- 
jury: and when thefe obligations are ratified by 
law, the interefted party may compel 'the per- 
formance by a judicial aSIion. On this principle , 
the civilians of every country have eredled a 
fimilar jurifprudence , the fair conclufion of- uni- 
verfal reafon and juftice '*•, 
Promifej. t. The goddefs of faith (of human and focial 

faith ) was worfhipped , not only in her tem- 
ples , but in the lives of the Romans ; and if 
that nation was deficient in the more amiable 
qualities of benevolencie and generofity , they 
aftoniflied the Greeks by their fincere and fim- 
ple performance of the mod burthenfome en- 
gagements "*. Yet among the'fame people, ac- 
cording to the rigid maxims of the patricians 
and de(!:emvirs, a naked paB^ a promife, or even 
an oath, did not create any. civil obligation, 
imlefs it was confirmed by the legal form of a 
fiipulation: Whatever might be the etymology 
of the Latin word , it conveyed the idea of a 

firm 
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firm and irrevocable contrad , which was always c « A F« 
expreffed in the mode of a queftion and anfwer. XLiv. 
Do you promife to pay me one hundred pieces 
of gold ? was the foJemn interrogation of Seius* 
I dp promife — was the reply of Sempronius* 
The friends of Sempronius , who anfwered fot 
bis ability and- inclination , might be feparately 
fued at the option of Seius; and the benefit o( 
partition, or order of reciprocal adlions, infeu- 
fibly deviated fjom the ftridl theory of ftipula* 
tion. The moll cautious and deliberate confent 
was juftly required to fuftain the validity of a 
gratuitous promife ; and the citizen who might 
have obtained a legal fecurity ^ incurred the fuf- 
picion of fraud , and paid the forfeit of hi$ 
negled. But ^he ingenuity of the civilians fuc- 
cefsfully laboured to convert fimple engagements 
into the form of folemn ftipulations. The prae- 
tors , as the guardians of focial faith , admitted 
every rational evidence of a voluntary and deli- 
berate ad, which in their tribunal produced an 
equitable obligation , and for which they gave 
an adtion and a remedy '**. 

2. The obligations of the fecond clafs, as they Benefits 
were contradled by ihe delivery of a thing , are 
marked by the civilians with the epithet of real '*\ 
A grateful return is due to the author of a bene- 
fit; and whoever is entrufted with the property 
of another, has bound himfelf to thefacred duty 
of reftitution. In the cafe of a friendly loan, the 
merit of gcnerofity is oa the fide of the lender 
only, in a depQfit on the fide of the recover;. 
Vol. VIIL F 
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CHAP, but in a pledge^ and the reft of the felfifli com- 
XJLIV. merce of ordinary life, the benefit is compenfated 
hy an equivalent, and the obligation to reftore 
is varioufly modifi-ed by th^ nature of the trans- 
adtion. Tl\e Latin language very happily expref- 
its the fundamental difference between the com-^ 
modatum ^nd the mutuum^ which our poverty is 
reduced to confound under the vague and com- 
mon appellation of a loan. In the former, the 

. bixrower )vas obliged to reftore the fame indivi- 
dual thing with which he had been accommodated 
for the temporary fupply of his wants ; in the 
latter, it was deftined for his ufe and confumption, 

. and he difcharged this mutual engagement, by 
fubftituting the fame fpecific value, according to a 
juft eftimation of number, of weight, and of mea- 
fure. In the contradl oi fale^ the abfolute domi- 
nion is transferred to the purchafer, and he repays 
the. benefit with an adequate fum of gold or fil- 
ver, the price and univerfal ftandardof all earthly 
poffeffions. The obligation of another contract, 
that of location^ is of a more complicated kind. 
Lands or houfes, labour or talents, may be hi- 
red for a definite term ; at the expiration of the 
time, the thing itfelf muft be reftored to the 
owner with an additional reward for the benefi- 
cial occupation and employment. In thefe lucra- 
tive contrads , to which may be added thofe of 
f artnerlhip and commiffions , the civilians fome- 
times imagine the delivery of the objed, and fome- 
times prefume the confcnt of the parties. The 
fub{^ntial pledge has been refined into the invi- 
fible rights of- a mortgage or hypothcca; and the 
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agreement of fale^ for a certain price, imputes ^ c tfA (*« 
from that moment, the chances of gain or lols XLIV. 
to the account of the purchafer. It may be fairly 
fuppofed , that every man will obey the didate's 
of his intereft; and if he accepts the bejiefit, he 
is obliged to fuftain the expence, of the trans* 
. adlion. In this boundlefs fubjedl , the hiftorian 
will obferve the location of land and mo- 
ney, the rent of the one and the intereft of 
the other, as they materially affecfl the profper- 
ity of agriculture and commerce. The land- 
lord was often obliged to advance the flock and 
inftruments of hufbandry, and to content bimfelf 
with a partition of the fruits* If the feeble tenant 
was oppreffed by accident, contagion, or hoftilc 
violence ^ he claimed a proportionable relief fromi 
the equity of the laws : five years were the cuf- 
tomary term, and no folid or coftly improvements 
could be expedled from a farmer, who, at each 
moment, might be cjeded by the fale of the 
eftate '**. Ufury ^^\ the inveterate grievance ^"**f«^ »^ 
. of the city , had been difcouraged by the twelve '"''"*'• 
tables '** , and aboliihed by the, clamours of the 
people* It was revived by their wants and idle-^ 
nefs , tolerated by the difcretion of the praetors ,. 
and finally determined by the Code of Juftinian* 
Perfons of illuftrious rank were confined to. the 
moderate profit of four per cent^ fix was pronounce 
ed to be the ordinary and legal ftandard of in- 
tfereft ; eight was allowed for the convenience of 
matiufadurers and merchants; twelve was grant* 
ed to nautical infurauQe, \^hich the wifer ancient$ 

F ^ 
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c HAP. had not attempted to define; but except in this 
XLiv. perilous adventure , the praftice of exorbitant 
ufury was feverely reftraincd '*'. The moft fim- 
pie intereft was condemned by the clergy of the 
Eaft and Weft '*': but the fenfe of mutual bene- 
fit , which had triumphed over the laws of the 
republic , have refiftcd with equal firmnefe the 
decrees of the church, and even the prejudices 
of mankind "^. , 

Injuries. 3. Nature and fociety impofe the ftridl obliga- 

tion of repairing an injury ; and the fufFerer by 
private injuftice, acquires a perfonal right and a 
legitimate adion* If the property of another be 
cntrufted to our care ^ the requifite etegree of 
care may rife and fall according to the benefit 
which we derive from fuch temporary pofleffion; 
we are felddm made refponfible for inevitable ac- 
cident, but the confequences of a voluntary fault 
muft always be imputed to the author '**• A 
Roman purfued and recovered hisv ftolen goods 
by a civil adion of theft; they might pafs through 
a fucceflion of pure and innocent hands, but no- 
thing lefs than a prefcription of thirty years could 
cxtinguilh his original claim. They were reftor- 
ed by the fentence of the praetor, and the injury 
was compenfated by double or threefold , or eve^n 
quadruple damages, as the deed had been per- 
petrated by fccret fraud or open rapine, as the 
robber had been furprifed in the fad or deteded 
by a fubfequent refearch. The Aquiliah law "* 
defended the Irving property of a citizen , his ila- 
Ves and cattle, from the ftroke of malice or 
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negligence : the higheft price wa? allowed that chap. 
covild be afcribed to the domeftic animal at any XLiv, 
moment of the year preceding his death ; a fimi- 
lar latitude of thirty days was gralnted on the 
df ftrudion of any other valuable effedls. A pcr- 
fonal iajury is blunted or ibarpened by the man- 
ners of the times and the fenfibility of the indi- 
vidual: the pain or the difgrace of a word ot 
blow cannot eafily he appreciated by a pecu- 
jiiary equivalent. The rude jurifprudence of the 
decemvirs had confounded all hafty infults, which 
did not amount to the fracture of a limb, by con- 
demning the aggreffor to the common penalty of 
twenty five ojjes. But the fame deqpmination of 
money was reduced, in three centuries, from a 
pound to the weight of half an ounce; and the 
infolence pf a wealthy Roman indulg;ed himfelf 
in the cheap amufement of breaking and fatisfying 
the law of the twelve tables. Veratius ran through 
the ftreets ftriking on the face the inoflfenfive 
paffengers ^ and his attendant purfe - bearer im- 
mediately filenced their clamours by the legal 
tender of twenty-five pieces of copper , about the 
value of one fliilling *'". The equity of the prae- 
tors examined and eftimated the diftind merits 
of each particular coinplaint. In the adjudication 
of civil damages, the. magiftrate affumed a right 
to confider the various circumftances of time and 
place , of age and dignity , which may aggra* 
vate the Ibame and fufferings of the injured per- 
fon; but if he admitted the idea of a fine, a 
punifhmcnt, ^nd example, he invaded the province^ 

F3 
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thotigli , perhaps , he fupplied the (Jefeds , o£ the 
??uv, crirpinai law, 
pfrniihmen^, ^The execution of the Alban didlator, who wa$ 
difmembered by eight horfes , is rcprefented by 
Livy a$ the firft and the laft inftance of Rpmaa 
cruelty in the punifhmetit of the moft atrocious 
crirpes ^^\ ,But this ad of juftice, or revenge, 
wa3 inflided on a foreign enepiy in the heat oi 
vidlbry , and at the comipand of 2^ fingle man, 
Ijuverity of The twelve tables ajSbrd a more decifive proof 
the twelve -Qf the national fjpirit , fiiice they were framed by 
[ the wifeft of the fcnate, and accepted by the 

fred voices of the people; yet thefe laws, like 
the ftatutes of Draco "'% are written in charadlers 
of blood "*. They approve the inhuman and 
unequal principle of retaliation; and the forfeit 
of an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a 
limb for a limb, is rigoroufly exadled, unlefe 
the offender can redeem his pardon by a fine of 
three hundred pounds of copper. The decemvirs 
diftributed with much liberality the flighter 
chaftifements of flagellation and fervitude; and 
nine crimes of a very different complexion arc 
adjudged worthy of death, i. Any ad of treafou 
againft the ftate , or of corrcfpondence with the 
public enemy. The mode of execution w^s pain- 
ful and ignomiifious : the head of the degenerate 
Roman was fhrouded in a veil, his hands were 
tied behind his back, and, after he had been 
fcourged by the lidor , Jie was fufpended in the 
mldft of the forum on a crofs , or inaufpicious 
tree. a. Npdurnal meetings in the city; whats- 
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ex'er might be the pretence , of pkaftire or reli- chap. 
gion, or the public good. 3. The murder of a XLiv. 
citizen; for which the common feelings of man-r 
kind demand the blood of the murderer. Poi-. 
fon is flill more odious than the fword or dag- 
ger; and we are furprifed to difcover, in twQ 
flagitious events , how early fuch fubtte wicked- 
nefs had infcAcd the fimplicity of the republic, 
and the chafte virtues of the Roman matrons ^'*. 
The parricide who violated the duties of nature 
.and gratitude, was caft into the river or the fea, 
inclofed in a fack; and a cock> a viper, a dog, and 
a monkey, were" fucceffively added as the mod 
fuitable companions '^'. Italy produces no mon- 
kies; but the want, could never be felt, till the 
middle of the fixth century firft revealed the guilt 
of a'parricide *^*. 4. The malice of an incendiary. 
After the previous ceremony of whipping , ,, he 
liimfelf was delivered to the flames; and in this^ 
example alone our reafon is tempted to applaud 
the juftice of retaliation. 5. Judicial perjury. The 
Corrupt or malicious witnefs was thrown head- 
long from the Tarpeian rock to expiate his falfc- 
hood , which was rendered ftill more fatal by 
the feverity of the penal laws, and the deficji- 
ency of written evidence. 6. The corruption of 
a judge , who accepted bribes to pronounce an. 
iniquitous fentence. 7. Libels and fatires, whofe 
rude drains fometimes difturbed the peace of an 
illiterate city. The author was beaten with 
clubs , a worthy chaftifement , but it is not cer- 
tain that he was left to expire under the blo\Y5 

F4 
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CHAP, of the executioner '^^ 8. The nocflurnal mif- 
XLXVt chief of damaging or deftroying a neighbour's 
corn. The criminal was fufpended as a grateful 
' ^ vidlim to Ceres. But the fylvan deities were 

lefs implacable , and the extirpation of a more 
valuable tree was compenfated by the moderate , 
fine of twenty - five pounds of copper. 9. Magi- 
cal incantations ; which had power , in the opi- 
nion of the Latian ibepherds, to exhauft the 
ftrength of an enemy , to extinguifh his life , and 
tq. remove from their feats his deep-rooted plant- 
ations. The cruelty of the twelve tables againft 
infolvent debtors ftill remains to be told; and I 
' ihall dare to prefer the literal fenfe of antiquity, 
to the fpecious refinements of modern criti- 
cifm '". After the judicial proof or confeflion 
of the debt, thirty days of grace were allotved 
before a Roman was delivered into the power 
of his fellow -citizen. In this private prifon, 
'twelve ounces of rice were his daily food; he 
might be bound with a chain of fifteen pounds 
weight; and his mifery was thrice expofed in 
the market-place, to folicit the compaffion of 
his friends and countrymen. At the expiration 
of fixty days, the debt was difcharged by the 
lofs of hberty or life; the infolvent debtor was 
cither put to death , or fold in foreign flavery 
beyond the Tyber: but if feveral creditors were 
alike dbftinate and unrelenting, they might 
legally difmember his body, and fatiate their 
revenge by this horrid partition. The advocates 
for this favage .law have infiftcd, that it muft 
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Urongly operate in deterring idlenefs and fraud chap. 
from contrading debts which they were unable xliv. 
to difcharge; but experience would diflipate this 
falutary terror, by proving, that no creditor 
could be found to exadl this unprofitable penalty 
of life or limb. As the manners of Rome were 
infenfibly poliflied , the criminal code of the de- 
cemvirs was aboliflied by the humanity of ac- 
cusers , witneffes , and judges; and impunity be- . 
came the confcquence of immoderate rigour. The 
Porcian and Valerian laws prohibited the magif- 
trates from inflidling on a free citizen any 
capital, or even corporal puiwlhment; and the 
obfolete ftatutes of blood were artfully , and per- 
haps truly, afcribed to the fpirit, not of patrician, 
but of regal , tyranny. 

In the abfencc of penal laws and the infuffi- Abolition or 
ciency of civil adions, the peace and juftice of ^'^''''j^" °^ 
the city were imperfedly maintained by the pri- 
vate jurifdidion of the citizens. The malefadors 
who replenifh our goals , are the outcafts of 
fociety, and the. crimes for which they fuffer 
may be commonly afcribed to ignorance, pover- 
ty, and brutal appetite. For the perpetration of 
fimilar enormities, a vile plebeian might claim 
and abufe the facred charader of a member of * 

the republic: but, on the proof or fufpicion of 
guilt, the flave, or the ftranger, was nailed to 
a .crofs, and this ftrid and fummary juftice might 
be cxercifed without reftraint over the greateft 
part of the populace of Rome. Each family con- 
tained a domeftic tribunal, >vhich ^y^s not con^ 
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c^H A P. fined, like that of the praetor, to the cognizance 
XLiv* of external adlions : virtuous principles and ha- 
bits were inculcated by the difcipline of educa- 
tion; and the Roman father was accountable to 
the ftate for the manners of his children, fince 
' he difpofed, without appe-al, of their life, their 
liberty, and their inheritance. In fome preffing 
emergencies, the citizen was authorifed to avenge 
his private or public wrongs. The confent of 
the Jewilh, the Athenian, and the Roman laws, 
approved the flaughter of the nodurnal thief; 
though in open day-light, a robber could not 
be flain without fome ' previous evidence of 
danger and complaint. Whoever -furprifed an 
adulterer in his nuptial bed might freely exercife 
his revenge "*; the moft bloody or wanton 
outrage was cxcufed by the provocation "*; nor 
was it before the reign of Auguftus that the 
hulband was reduced to weigh the rank of the 
offender, or that the parent was condemned to 
facrifice his daughter with her guilty feducer. 
After the expulfion of the kings , the ambitious 
Roman who fhould dare to afTume their title or 
imitate their tyranny , was devoted to the in- 
fernal gods ; each of his fellow-citizens was arm- 
ed with the fword of juftice; and the ad of 
Brutus, however repugnant to gratitude or pru-* 
dence, had beJen already fancSified by the judg- 
ment of his country ^*\ The barbarous pradice 
of wearing arms in the midft of peace '**, and 
the bloody maxims of honour, were unknown 
to the Romans ; and , during the two pureft ages, 
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from the eftablifhmcnt of equal freedom to the chap. 
end of the Punic wars, the city was never dif- XLIV.' 
turbed by fedition , and rarely polluted with 
atrocious crimes. The failure of penal laws was 
more fenfibly felt when every vice was inflamed 
by facSioii at home and dominion abroad. In 
the time of Cicero , each private citizen enjoyed 
the privilege of anarchy: each minifter of the re- 
public was exalted to the temptations of regal 
power, and their virtues '*are entitled to the 
w^^rmeft praife as the fpontaneous fruits of nature 
or philofophy. After a triennial ihdulgence of 
luft, rapine, and cruelty, Verres, the tyrant of 
Sicily, could only be fued for the pecuniary re- 
flitution of three hundred thoufand pounds fter- 
ling; and fuch was the temper of the laws, the 
judges, and perhaps the accufer himfelf '", that 
on refunding a thirteenth part of his plunder, 
Verres coujd retire to an eafy and luxurious 
exile ''\ 

The firft imperfed attempt to reftore the pro- Revival of 
portion of crimes and punifhments , was made '^^p"** p"- 
by the didlator Sylla, who in the midft of his 
fanguinary triumph , afpired to reftrain the li- 
cence , rather than to opprefs the liberty , of the 
Romans. He gloried in the arbitrary profcription 
of four thoufand feven hundred citizens "'. But 
in the charader of a legiflator , he refpedled th«i 
prejudices of the times ; and inftead of pronounc- 
ing a fentence of death againft the robber or 
affaffin , the general who betrayed an army , or 
the magiftrate who ruined a province ^ Sylla 
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CHAP, was content to aggravate the pecuniary damages 
Xiiv. by the penalty of exile , or , in more conftitu- 
tional language , by the inter did Ion of fire and 
water. Xhe Cornelian , and afterwards the Pom- 
peian, and Julian, laws introduced a new fyftem 
of criminal jurifprudence '**; and the emperors, 
V from Auguftus to Juftinian, difguifed their en- 

creafmg rigour under the names of the original 
authors. But the invention ^nd frequent ufe of 
' ^ jtxtraordinary pains,, proceeded from the defire tp 
extend and conceal the progrefs of defpotifm. 
In the condemnation of illuftrious Romans, tb^ 
fenatc was always prepared to confound , at the 
will of their mafters , the judicial and legiflative 
powers. It >vas the duty of the governors to 
maintain the peace of their province , by the 
-arbitrary add rigid adminiftration of juftice ; the 
freedom of the city evaporated in the extent' of 
empire, and the Spanifh malef^dlor, who claimed 
the privilege of a Roman, was elevated by the 
command of Galba on a fairer and more lofty 
crofs '"'. Occafional refcripts iffued from the 
throne* to decide the queftions which , by their 
novelty or importance , appeared to furpafs the 
authority and difcernment of a proconful. Tranf- 
portation and beheading were referved for ho- 
nourable perfons; meaner criminals were either 
hanged or burnt ,. or b^^ied in the mines , or 
expofed to the wild beafts of the amphitheatre. 
Armed robbers were purfued and extirpated as 
4:he enemies of fociety ; the driving away horfes 
or cattle, was made a capital, offence '*' , but 
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fittiple ,theft was uniformly confidered as a mere chap. 
civil and private injury. The degrees of guilt , xnv. 
and the modes of puniihment, were too often 
determined by the difcretion of the rulers , apd 
the fubjed was\ left in ignorance of '^ the legal 
, danger whicii he might incur by every adkion of 
his life. * 

A fin, a vice, a crime, are the objedls ofjvieafure of 
theology, ethics, and jurifprud^ce. Whenever ^"*^'' 
their judgments agree , they corroborate each 
other ; but as often as they differ , a pmdent 
legiflator appreciates the guilt and punifhmcnt 
according to the meafure of focial injury. On 
this principle, the moft daring attack on the 
life and property of a private citizen , is judged 
lefs atrocious than the crime of treafon or re- 
bellion , which invades the majejiy of the re- 
public : the obfequious civilians una^nimoufly 
pronounced , that the republic is contained in the 
perfon of its chief; and the edge of the Julian 
law was fharpened by the inceffant diligence of 
the emperors. The licentious commerce of the 
fexes may be tolerated as an impulfe of nature , 
or forbidden as a fource of diforder and cor- 
ruption : but the fame, the fortunes, the family 
of the hufband, are ferioufly injured by the 
adultery of the wife. The wifdom of Auguftus, 
after curbing the freedom of revenge, applied • 
to this domeftic offence the animadverfion of the 
laws; and the guilty parties, after the payment 
of heavy forfeitures and fines, were condemned' 
to long or p^petual exile in two feparate 
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H A ?»* iflands "*. Religion pronounces an equal cenfurc 
XLiv. againft the infidelity of the hufband; but as it is 
not accompanied by the fame civil effedls , the wife 
was never permitted to vindicate her wrongs ***; 
and the diftindion of fimple or double adultery, 
fo familiar and fp important in the ^anon law, 
is unknown to the jurifprudence of the Code and 
Unnatural Pandedls. I touchywith. reludlance, and difpatch 
▼ice. with impatience , a more odious vice , of which 

modefty rejeds the name , and nature abominates 
the idea. The primitive Romans were infeded 
by the example of the Etrufcans "' and Greeks"*: 
in the mad abufe of profperity and power, evciy 
pleafure that is innocent was deemed infipid ; and 
the Scatinian law '" , which had been extorted 
by an ad of violence , was infenfibly aboliOied 
by the lapfe of time and the multitude of crimi- 
nals. By this law, the rape , perhaps the fe- 
dudion, of an ingenuous youth, was compcn- 
. fated, as a perfonal injury, by the poor damages 
often thoufand fefterces or fourfcore pounds ; the 
ravilher might be flain by the refiftance or re- 
venge of chaftity ; and I wiffi to believe, that at 
Rome, as in Athens, the voluntary and efFemi* 
nate defertcr of his fex was degraded froni the 
honours and the rights of a citizen "*. But the 
pradice of vice was not difcouraged by the 
feverity of opinion : the indelible ftain of man- 
hood was confounded with the more venial 
tranfgreffions of fornication and adultery, nor 
was the licentious lover expofed to the fame 
Ifiifhonour >yhich he imprcITed on the male or 



</ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 79 

female partner of his guilt. From Catullus to c h a ?. 
Juvenal '*', the poets accufe and celebrate the XLiv. 
degeneracy of the times ,, and the reformation 
of manners was feebly attempted by the reafon 
and authority of the civilians , till the moft vir-^ 
tuous of the Osefars profcribed the fin againil 
nature as a crime againft fociety "*. 

A new fpirit "of legiflation , refpedable even Rigour of 
in its error, ardfe in the empire with the reli^on ^^ chriman 
of Conftantine '*'. The laws of Mofes were^"*^"^"' 
received as the divine original of juftice, and the 
Chriftian princes adapted their penal ftatutes to 
jthe degrees of moral and religious turpitude. 
Adultery was firft declared to be a capital of- 
fence; the frailty of the fexes was affimilated to 
poifon or affaflination , to forcery or parricide ; 
the fame penalties were inflided on the paffive 
»nd adlive guilt of pxderafty ; and all criminals 
of free or fervile condition were cither drowned 
or beheaded, or caft alive into the avenging 
flames. The adulterers were fpared by the 
common fympathy of mankind; but the lovers 
of their own fex were purfued by general and 
pious indignation: the impure manners of Greece 
flill prevailed in the cities of Afia, and every 
vice was fomented by the celibacy of the monks 
and clergy. Juftinian relaxed the punifliment as 
leaft of female infidelity; the guilty fpoufe was 
only condemned to folitude and penance, and at 
the end of two years fhe might be recalled to the 
arips of a forgiving huflband. But the fame emperor 
decfcredhimfelf the implacable enemy of unmanly 
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luft, and the cruelty of his perfecution can fcarce- 
ly be excufed by the purity of his^ motives '*"'• 
In defiance of every principle of juftice , he 
flretched to pafl: as well as future offences the 
operations of his edids^ with the previous al- 
lowance of a Ihort refpite for confeflion and par- 
don. A painful death was inflided by the am- 
putation of the finful inftrument^ or the infertion 
of fharp reeds into the pores and tubes of moft 
exquifite fenfibility; and Juftinian defended the 
propriety of the execution , fince the criminals 
would have loft their hands had they been con- 
vided of facrilege. In this ftate of difgrace and 
agony, two biflhops , Ifaiah of Rhodes, and 
Alexander of Diofpolis, were dragged through 
the ftrects of Conftantinople, while their brethren 
were admoniflied by the voice of a cryer, to ob- 
ferve this awful leflbn , ahd not to pollute the 
fandity of their charader. Perhaps thefe prelates 
were innocent. A fentence of death and infamy 
was often founded on the flight and fiifpicious 
evidence of a child or a fervant: the guilt of the 
green fadion , of the rich , and of the enemies of 
Theodora , was prefumed by the judges , and 
paederafty became the crime of thofe to whom 
no crime could be imp'uted. A French philofo- 
pher "* has dared to remark, that whatever is 
fecret muft be doubtful, and that our natural hor- 
ror of vice may be abufed as an engine of tyran- 
ny. But the favourable perfuafion of the fame 
writer, that a legiflator may confide in the tafte 
and reafon of mankind , i$ impeached by . the 

unwelcome 
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uiVwelcoihe difcovery of the antiquity aiid extent chap. 
of the difeafe **'. xliv. 

The free citizens of Athens and Rome enjoyed, judsrmcnti of 
in all criminal cafes, the int^aluable privilege of t*»e peopu. 
being tried by their country ^''. i. The admi- 
niftration of juftice is the moft ancient office of a 
prince: it Was exercifed by the Roman kings, 
and abufed by Tarquin ; who alone , without 
law or council , pronounced his arbitrary judge- 
ments. The fir ft confuls fucceeded to this regal • 
prerogative ; but the facred right of appeal fooa 
abolifhed the jurifdidlion of the magiftrates, and 
all public caufes were decided by the fupreme 
tribunal of the people. But a wild democracy, 
fuperior to the forrhs, too often difdains the ef- 
fential priiK:iples , of joflice: the pride of defpot*. 
ifm was envenomed by plebeian envy, and the. 
heroes of Athens might fometimes applaud the 
happinefs of the Perfian , whofe fate depended 
on th6 caprice of a fingU tyrant. Some falutary 
re^ftraints, impofed by the people on their own 
paffions, were at once the caufe and effedl of the 
gravity and temperance of the Romans. The 
right of accufat'ion was confined to the magiftra- 
tes. A vote of the thirty-five tribes could inflidl 
a fine; but the cognizance of all capital crimes 
was referved by a fundamental law to the af* .j^- 
fembly of the centuries, in which the weight of 
influence and property was fure to preponderate. 
Repeated proclamations and adjournments were 
interpofed, to allow time for prejudice and re- 
fentment to fubfide; tiie whole proceeding might 
Vol. VUI. G 
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CHAP, be annulled by a feafonablc omen , or the oppOf 
xiiv. fition of a tribune ; and fuch popular trials were 
commonly lefs formidable to innocence » than 
they were favourable to guilt. But this union 
of the judicial and legiflative powers , left it 
doubtful whether the accufed party was pardon- 
ed or acquitted; and in the defence of an illuf- 
trious client, the orators of Rome and Athens 
addrefs their arguments to the policy and bene- 
volence , as well as to the juftice of their fove- 
reign. 2. The talk of convening the citizens for 
the trial of each oflfender became more difficult, 
as the citizens and the offenders continually mul- 
tiplied; and the ready expedient was adopted of 
delegating the jurifdidion of the people to the 
ordinary magiftrates, or to extraordinary inqui* 
^ ftors^ In the firft ages thefe queftions were rare 

and occafional. In the beginning of the feventh 
century of Rome they were made perpetual : 
four praetors were annually empowered to fit ia 
judgment on the ftate offences of treafon , extor- 
tion, peculation, and bribery; and Sylla added 
new praetors and new queftions for thofe crimes 
which more diredly injure the fafety of indivi* 
duals. By thefe inquifitors the trial was^prepared 
and direded ; but they could only pronounce 
Sdeafndtti. ^^ fentence of the majority oi judges^ who with 
fome truth , and more prejudice, have been com- 
pared to the Englifh juries ***. To difcharge 
this important though burthenfome office , an 
annual lift of ancient and refpeftable citizens was 
formed hy the praetor. . After many conftitutional 
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ftruggles , they were chofcn in eqlial numbers c H 1 f^. 
from the fenate, the equeftrian order, and the XLVfi 
people; four hundred and fifty were appointed 
for fmgle queftionsj arid the various rolls or rfr- 
€uri€s of judges muft have contained the names 
of fome thdufand Rofmaris , who reprefentcd thcf 
judicial authority of the ftate* In each particular 
caufe , a fufficient number was drawn from th< 
tirn; their integrity was guarded by an oath; 
thre mode of ballot fecurcd their independence j 
the fufpicion of partiality was removed hy the 
mutual challenges of the accufer and defendant ; 
and the judges of Milo , by the i-etreiichment af 
fifteen on each fide, were reduced to iifty-one 
voices or tablets , of acquittal , of condemnation,' 
or of favourable doubt ***. 3. In his civil jurTt 
didion , the praetor of the cit/ was truly a judge, 
and almoft a legiflator; but as foon as he had 
prefcribed the adion of law, he often referred to' 
a delegate the determination of the fad. With 
the increafe of legal proceedings , the tribunal of 
the centumvirs, in which he prefided, acquired 
mo^"e weight and reputation. But whether he' 
aded alone, or with the advice of his council,^ 
the mofl abfolute powers might be trufted to s 
magiftrate who was annually cbofen by the votes 
of the people. The riiles and pretatitions of 
freedom have required fome explanation j the' 
order of defpotifm is finriple and inanimafc. Be- 
fore the age of |uftinian , or perhaps of Diocle- 
tian, the decurics of Romto jddges had funk td 
an empty titk : the humble advice of the affefc AtfeArti 

6 * 
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fors might be accepted or defpifed ; and in each 
tribunal the civil and criminal jurifdidlion was 
adminifteried by a fmgle magiftrate , who was 
raifed and difgraced by the will of the empcror. . 
A Roman accyfed of any capital crime might 
prevent the fentence of the law by voluntary exile, 
or death. Till his guilt had been legally proved, 
his innocence was prefumcd, and his perfoii was 
free: till the votes of the laft century had been 
counted and dcclare^l , he might peaceably fecede 
to any of the allied cities of Italy, or Greece, 
or Afia ***. His fame and fortunes were preferv- 
ed , at leaft to his children , by this civil death ; 
and he might ftill be happy in every rational and 
fenfual enjoyment , if a mind accuftomcd to the 
ambitious tumult of Rome could fupport the uni- 
formity and filence of Rhodes or Athens. A 
bolder effort was required to efcape from the ty- 
ranny of the Cxfars; but this effort was rendered 
familiar by the maxims of the Stoics, the example 
of the braveft Romans, and the legal encou- 
ragements of fuicide. The bodies of condemned 
crin^inals were expofcd to public ignominy, and 
their children , a more ferious evil , were redu- 
ced to poverty by the confifcation of their for- 
tunes. But if the vidims of Tiberius and Nero 
anticipated the decree of the prince or fcnate, 
their courage and difpatch were recompenfed by 
the ^plaufe of the public, the decent honours 
of burial', and the validity of their teftaments "*. 
The ^xquifite avarice and cruelty of Domitian 
appears to have deprived the unfortunate of this 
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lafft confolation , and it was ftill denied even by c h a ['• 
the clemency of the Antonines. A voluntary death, XLiv. 
which, in the cafe of a capital offence, interven- 
ed between the accufation and the fent^nc^, was 
admitted as a confeffion of guile, and the fpoilsof 
the deceafed were feized by the inhuman claims ' 

of the treafury ***. Yet the eiv^ilianj!; have always 
refpeded the natural right of a citi^ert to difpofe 
of his life ; and the pofthumous difgrace invented 
hy 'farquin **'^ to check the defpair of his fub-\ 
jeds, was never revived or imitated by fucceed- 
ing tyrants. The powers of this world have 
indeed loft their dominion over him who is refolv- 
ed on death ; and his ^rm can only be reftrained 
by the religious apprehenfion of a future ftate. 
Suicides are enumerated by Virgil among the un- 
fortunate, rather than the guilty **' ; aod the 
poetical fables of the infernal fliades could not 
ferioufly influence the faith or pradice of man- 
kind. But the precepts of the gofpel , or the 
church, have at length impofed a pious fervi- 
tude on the minds of Chriftians, and conderr^i 
them to exped, without a murmur, the laft ftroke 
of difeafe or the executioner. 

The penal ftatutes form a very fmall proportion Abufes of 
, of the (ixty-two books of the Code and I^andeds : ^^'^^ iuniprv- 

.... uence. 

and, m all judicial proceeding, the life or death of a 

citizen is determined with lefs caution and delay 

tlian the moft ordinary queftion of covenant or 

inheritance. This fmgular diftindion , though 

fomething may be allowed for the urg:;nt nccef- 

, fity of defending the peace of fociety, is derived 

G3 
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p H A p. ff om the jiature of criminal and civil jurifpm.* 
XLiy* dence. Our duties to the ftate are fimple and uni-r 
' form; the law by which he is condemned, is 
infcribed not only on brafs or marble , but on the 
confcienceofthe ofFender,and his guilt is commonl)f 
proved by the teftimony of a fingle fad. But our 
relations to each other are various and infinites 
pur obligations are created , annulled , and modi^ 
iied, by injuries, benefits, and promifes; and 
the interpretation of voluntary con trads and tefta- 
\nents, whicl| ?^re often didated by fraud or ig- 
norance , affords a long and laborious exercife 
to the fagacity of the judge. The bufuiefs of life 
is multiplied by the extent of commerce and do- 
minion , and the refidcnce of the parties in the 
diftant provinces of an empire , is produdive of 
(doubt, delay, and ii;ievitable appeals from tha 
local to the fupreme m?igiftrate. Juftii?iian , the 
Greek emperor of Conftantjnople and the Eaft, 
was the legal fucceffor of the Latian fhepherd who 
bad planted a colony on the banks of the Tyber, 
In a period of thirteen hundred years, the laws 
had reludantly followed the changes of governs 
inent and manners ; and the laudable defire of 
conciliating ancient names with recent inftitutions, / 
deftrpyed the harmony , and fwelled the magni- 
tude of the obfcure and irregular fyftem. The 
laws which excufe on any occafions the igno- 
rapce of their fubjeds, ct>nfefs their own imper- 
jfedipns ; the civil jurifprudence , as it was abridg- 
ed by Juftinian, ftill continued a myfterious fci- 
fncc and a profitable trade, and the innate per- 
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plexity of the ftudy was involved In tenfold dark- c h a Fi, 
nefs by the private induftry of the praditioners. xLiv. 
The expence of the purfuit fometimes exceeded 
the val'je of the prize, and the faireft rights were 
abandoned by the poverty or prudence of the 
claimants. Such coftly juftice might tend to 
abate the fpirit of litigatioti, but the unequal 
preffure ferves only to encreafe the influence 
of the rich , and to aggravate the mifery of 
the poor. By thefe dilatory and expen- 
five proceedings, the wealthy pleader obtains a 
more certain advantage than he could hope from 
the accidental corruption of his judge. The ex- 
perience of an abufe, from which our own age 
and country are not perfedlly exempt , may fome- 
times provoke a generous indignation , and ex- 
tort the hafty wifh of exchanging our elaborate 
jurifprudence for the fimple and fummary decrees 
of a Turkifh cadhi. Our calmer refledion will 
fuggeft, that fuch forms and delays are neceffary 
to guard the perfon and property of the citizen; 
that the difcretion of the judge is the firft engine 
of tyranny,, and that the laws of a free people 
fhould forefee and determine every queftion that 
may probably arife in the exercife of power and 
the tranfadlions of induftry. But the government 
of Juftinian united the evils of liberty and fervi- 
tude; and the Romans were oppreffed at the 
fame time by the multiplicity of their laws and 
the arbitrary will of their mafter. 
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CHAP. XLV, 



Rci^n of the younger Jujlin^ — Emba[fy of the Avars. 
-— Their . Settlement on the Danube. — Conqueji of 
Italy by the Lombards, — Adoption and Reign of 
Tiberius. — Of. Maurice. — State of Italy under the 
Lombards and the Exarchs, -r- Of Ravenna. — Dif^ 
^^^fi 9f Rome. — Charaiier and Pontificate of (Jz-e-. 
gory the Firjf, _ ^ 



CHAP. 

XLV. 

Death of 
jMlliniaiit 
A. 1). %6s , 
Kov. I4« 



X-/URING the laft years of Juftinian, his infirm 
mind was devoted to heavenly contemplation.^ 
and he negleded the bufmefe of the lower world. 
His fubjefts were irnpatient of the long conti- 
nuance of his life and reign : yet all who were ca- 
pable of reflecflion , apprehended the moment of 
his death , which might involve the capital in 
tumult, and the empire in civil war. Seven ne- 
phews ' of the childlefs monarch , the fons or 
grandfons of his brother and filler, had been 
educated in the fplendour of a princely fortune; 
they had been ihewn in high commands to th6 
provinces and armies; their characters were 
known , their followers were zealous , and as 
the jealoufy of age poftponed the declaration 
of a fucccflbr , they might expedt with equal 
hope^ the inheritance of their uncle. He expired 
in his palace after a reign of thirty -eight years i 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 89 

and the decifivc opportunity was embraced by chap. 
ithe friends .of Juftin the foil of VigiJantia *. At XLV, 
the hour of midnight, his dorneftics were awak- 
ened by an inrportunate crowd who thundered 
at his door, and obtained admittance by reveal- 
ing themfelves to be the principal members of 
the fcnate. Thefe welcome deputies announced 
the recent and momentous fecret of the emperor's 
deccafe : reported , or perhaps invented , his dying 
choice of the beft beloved and moft deferving 
X)f his nephews , and conjured Juftin to prevent 
the diforders of the- multitude, if they (hould per- 
ceive , with the return of light, that they were 
left without a mafter. After compofing his coun- 
tenance to furprife, forrow, and decent modcfty, 
Juftin, by the advice of his wife Sophia, fubmit- 
ted to the authority of the fenate. He was con- 
dudted with fpeed and filence to the palace, the 
guards faluted their newfovereign, and the mar- 
tial and religious rites of his coronation were 
diligently accomplifhed. By the hands of the pro- 
per officers , he was inverted with the Imperial 
garments, the red buflcins , white tunic, and 
purple robe. A fortunate foldier, whom he in- 
ftantly promoted to the rank of tribune , encircled 
bis neck with a military collar ; four robuft youths 
exalted him on a fliield : he ftood firm and creit 
to receive the adoration of his fubjects; and their 
choice was fandtified by the benediction of the 
patriarch , who impofcd the diadem on the head 
of an orthodox prince. Ihe hippodrome was juftj„ u. o^ 
aU'eadv filled ^with innumerable mulutudcs, and '•^^'^ y^*»'»g" » 
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CHAP, 
XLV. 
A- D. ^6?. 

Kov. IS — ' 

^A. 574, 

December. 



His copfal- 

»hjp, 

A. O. 56^, 

Jaouary i. 



EmbaflTy o' 
the Avars , 
4. D. 565. 



no fobner did the emperor appear on his throne, 
than the voices of the blue and the green fadions 
were confounded in the fai^e loyal acclamations. 
In the fpeeches which JuRin addrefled to the fe* 
natc and people, he f)romifed to corred the abu«- 
fes which had difgraced the age of his predecef- 
for, difplayed the maxims of a juft and benefi- 
cent government , and declared , that on the ap- 
proaching calends of January ' , he would revive 
in bis. own perfon the name and liberality of a 
roman conful. The immediate difcharge of his 
uncle's debts exhibited a folid pledge of his faitlr 
and generofity : a tjrain of porters , laden with 
bags of gold, advanced into the midft of the 
hippodrome , and the hopelefs creditors of Jufti- 
nian accepted this equitable payment as a volun- 
tary gift. Before the^ end of three years , his 
example was imitated and furpafTed by the em- 
prefs Sophia, who delivered many indigent citi- 
zens from the weight of debt and ufury : an ad 
of benevolence the befl; entitled to gratitude, 
fince it relieves the mod intolerable diftrefs; but 
in which the bounty of a prince is the moft lia- 
ble to be abufed hy the cjairas of prodigality and 
fraud *. 

On the feventh day of his reign, Juftin gave 
audience to the ambaffadors of the Avars, and 
the fccne was decorated to imprefs the Barbarians 
with aftonifhment, veneration, and terror. From 
the palace gate, the fpacicus courts and long 
porticos were lined with the lofty crefts and 
gilt bucklers of the guards, who prefented their 
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fpears and axes with more confidence than they c H a f , 
would have (hewn in a field of battle. The xlv. 
officers who exercifed the power , or attended 
the pcrfon, of the prince, were attired in their 
richcft habits, and arranged according to the 
military aild civil order of the hierarchy.. When 
the veil of the fanduary was withdrawn, the 
ambaffadors beheld the emperor of the Eaft on 
lis throne , beneath a canopy or dome , which 
V^as fupported by four columns, and crowned 
with a winged figure of Vidory. In the firft 
emotions of furprife , they ^fubraitted .to the 
fcrvile adoration of the Byzantine court ; but as 
foon as they rofc from the ground, Targetius, 
the chief of the embaflyy expreffed the freedom 
and pride of a Barbarian. He extolled , by the 
tongue of his interpreter, the greatnefs of the 
chagan , by whofe clemency the kingdoms of 
the South were permitted to exift, whofe vidori- 
ous fubjeds had traverfed the frozen rivers of 
Scythia, and who now covered the banks of the 
Danube with innumerable tents. The late em- 
peror had cultivated , with annual and coftly 
gifts, the fricndfliip of a grateful monarch, and 
the enemies of Rome had refpeded the allies of 
the Avars. The fame prudence would inftrud 
the nephew of Juftinian to imitate the liberality 
of his uncle, and to purchafe the bleffings of 
peace from an invincible people, who delighted 
land excelled in the cxercife of war. The reply 
^fthe emperor was delivered in the fame flraia 
of haughty dcfiiince, and he derived his ^onfi-. 
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C.H A P, denceirotn the God of the Chriftians, the ancient 
XIV, glo**/ of Rome, and the recent triumphs of 
Juftinian. ^' The empire, " faid he , " abounds 
" with men and horfes, and arms fufficient to 
^' defend our frontiers, and to chaftife the Bar- 
*' barians. You offer aid, you threaten hoftilities : 
^' we defpife your enmity ^and your aid. The 
f* conquerors of the Avars folicit our alliance; 
*' fhall we dread their fugitives and exiles ' ? 
*^ The bounty of our uncle was granted to 
^' your mifery, to your humble prayers. From 
" us you ihall receive a. more important obli- 
" gation, the knowledge of your-own weaknefs. 
*^ Retire from our prelence; the lives of ambaf- 
*' fadors are fafe; and if you return to implore 
^f our pardon , perhaps you will t^fte of our 
" Jbenevolence *. " On the report of his ambalTa- 
dors,' the chagan was awed by. the apparent. 
^ firmnefs of a Roman emperor, of whofe charadter 

and refources he was ignorant, Inflead of execut., 
ing his threats, againft the Eaftern empire, he 
marched into the poor and favage countries of 
Germany, which were, fubjedl to the dominion. 
of the Franks. After two doubtful battles, he 
confented to retire , and the Auftrafian king 
relieved the diftrefs of his camp with an imme- 
diate.' fupply of corn and cattle '. Such repeated 
difapppintments had chilled thc; fpirit of the» 
Avars, and their power would have diffolved.. 
aw^y in the Sarmatian defcrt, if the alliance of 
Alboin , king of the Lombards , had not givQn , 
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a new objed to their, arms , and a lading fettle- c H a P* 
ment to their wearied fortunes. xlv. 

While Alboin ferved under his father's ftand- Aii>o?n , king 
ard, he encountered in battle, and tranfpierced ^^^^^^^^^ 
-with his Jance , the rival prince of the Gepidi€.* valour, love. 
The Lombards , who applauded fuch early a"'* revenge, 
proweft , requefted his father with unanimous 
acclamations , that ' the heroic youth , who had 
Ihared the dangers of the field , might be 
admitted to the feaft of vidory. " You are not 
" unmindful , . " replied the inflexible Audoin , 
*^ of the wife cuftoms of our anceftors. Whatever 
" may be his merit, a prince is incapable of 
" fitting at table with his father till he has 
^* received his arms from a foreign and royal 
^' hand. " Alboin bowed with reverence to the 
inftitutions of his country ; feledted forty com- 
panions, and boldly vifited the cdurt of Turifund 
king of the Gepid'de, who embraced and enter- 
tained, according to the laws of hofpitality, the 
murderer of his fon. At the banquet, whilft 
Alboin occupied the feat of the youth whom he 
had flain , a tender remembranc^ arofe in the 
mind of Turifund. " How dear is that place — - 
" how hateftil is that perfon — *' were the words 
that efcaped , with a figh , from the indignant 
father. His grief exafperated the national refent- 
ment of the Gepidae ; and Cunimund , his 
furviving fon, was provoked by wine, or fra- 
ternal aftedion , to the defire of vengeance. 
" The Lombards, " faid the rude Barbarian, 
'^ refemble, in figure and in fmell , the mares of 
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chip. ^ our Sarmatiari plains. '* And this infult was a 
xlV. coarfe allufion to the white bands which enve- 
loped theif Icgs^ " Add another refemblance, " 
replied an audacious Lombaird ; " you have felt 
" how ftrongly they kick. Vifit the plain of 
^* Asfeld, and feek for the bones of thy brother ; 
" they are mingled with thofe of the vileft 
^ animals. " The Gepidae, a nation of warriors, 
ftarted from their feats, and the fearlcfs Alboin, 
with his forty companions, laid their hands 6n 
their fwords. The tumult was aprpeafed by thcf 
venerable interpofition of Turifund. He faved 
bis own honour , and the life of his gueft ; 
and after the folemn rites of inVcftiture, dif- 
tniffed the ftranger in the bloody arms of hisf 
fon; the -gift of a 'keeping parent. Alboin re- 
turned in triumph ; and the Lombards , who 
celebrated his matchlefs intrepidity, were com- 
pelled to praife the virtues- of an eriemy '. In 
this extraordinary vifit he had probably feen 
the daughter of Cunimiind , who foon after 
afcended the throne of the Gepidae. Her name 
was Rbfamond , an appellation expreffive of 
femaJe beauty , and which our own hiftory or 
romance has confecrated to amoroug talcs. The 
, king of the Lombards (the faither of Alboin no 
longer lived) was contradled to the grand-daugh- 
ter of Clovis ; but the *reftraints of faith and 
policy foon yielded to the hope of poffeffing 
the fair Rofamond , and of infiTking her family 
and nation. The arts of perfuafion were tried 
wicbrQUt iuccefs; and the impatient lover, by 
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force and ftratagem » obtained the objed of his c r a p« 
defires* War was the confequence which he jjlv. 
forefaw and folicited; but the Lombards could 
not long withftand the furious affault of the 
Gepidse , who were fuftained by a Roman 
army. And as the offer of marriage Mras rejeded 
with contempt, Alboin was compelled to relin« 
quifh his prey, and to partake of the difgrace 
which he had inflided on the houfe of Cuni« 
znund *. 

When a public quarrel is envenomed by pri- The Um^ 
vate injuries , a blow that is not mortal or^*^* *^* 
,decifivc can be produdive only of a Abort truce , tht king and 
which allows the unfuccefsful combatant to iharp- ^^^q"^.?^ 
en his arms for a new encounter. The ftrength a. o. s«, ' 
of Alboin had been found unequal to the grati- 
fication of his love , ambition, and revenge: he 
condefcended to implore the formidable aid of 
the chagan ; and the arguments that he employed 
are expreffive of the art and policy of the Bar- ^ 
barians. In the attack of the Gepidae, he had 
been prompted by the juft defire of extirpiiting 
a people whom their alJiance with the. Roman 
empire had rendered the common enemies of the 
nations , and the perfonal adverfaries of ' the 
chagan. If the forces of the Avars and tlie 
Lombards fhould unite in this glorious quarrel , 
the vidory was fecure , and the reward inefti- 
mable : the Danube , the Hebrus , July , and 
Conftantinople , would be expofed, without a 
barrier ^ to tlieir invincible arras. But if they 
"hefitated or^ delayed to prevent the malice of the 
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C H A ft Romans, the fame fpirit which had infultcd , 
XLV* Nvould purfuc the Avars to the extremity of 
the earth. Thefe fpecious reafons were heard by 
the chagan with coldnefs and difdain : he- de- 
tained the Lombard ambaffadors in his camp-, 
protraded the negociation, and by turns alleged 
his want of inclination , or his want of ability', 
to undertake this important enterprife. At length 
^ he fignified the ultimate price of his alliance, 
that the Lombards Ihould immediately p.refeiVt 
him with the tythe of their cattle ; that the 
fpoils and captives Ibould be equally divided ; 
but that the lands of the Gepidae fhould become 
the fole patrimony of the Avars. Such hard 
conditions wer^ eagerly accepted -by the paflidris 
of Alboin ; and as the Romans were diffatisfied 
with the ingratitude and perfidy of the Gepidse, 
Juftin abandoned that incorrigible people to their 
fate, and remained the tranquil fpedlator of this 
unequal conflict The defpair of Cunimund was 
adive and . dangerous. He was- informed that the 
Avars had entered his confines; but on the 
ftroiig affurance , that, after the defeat of the 
Lombards , thefe foreign invaders would eafily 
be repelled , he rufhed forwards to encounter the 
implacable enemy of his name and family. But 
the courage of the Gepidae could fecure them* n6 
more than an honourable death. The bra\^eft 
of the nation fell in the field of battle ; the 
king of the Lombards contemphvted with delight 
the head of Cunimund , and his flcull was 
falhioned into a cup to fatiate the hatred of the 

conqueror , 
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(ionqueror, of, perhaps, to comply \vith the ckAK 
favage cuftom of his coiiiitty '*. After this JfLV. 
vidoryj no farther obftacld could impede the 
progrefs of the confederates, and they faithfully 
executed the terms of their agreement ". The 
fair countries of Walachia, Moldavia, Traiifyl- 
vania, Jlnd the parts of Hungary beyond the 
Danube , were occupied , without refiftance , by 
A new colony of Scythians ; arid the Daciaa 
empire of the chagans fubfifted with fplendour 
stboVfc two hundred ^nd thirty years. The 
liatiori of the Gepidae was dilTolved ; but in the 
diftfibutiori of the cjtptives , the flaves of tht 
Avars were lefs fortunate than the dompaniong 
df the Lonlbards , whofe geherbfity adopted ^ 
Valiant foe , arid whofe freedorii was iucompltible 
with cool and deliberate tyraririy. One nioiety 
of the fpoil introduced into the cariip of Alboia 
inofe wealth than a Bafbariari could readily com-* 
j)ute. The fair Rofamorid was perfuaded , or 
compelled , to acknowledge the rights of her 
viAoribus lover; ^rid the daughter of CuniriiUnd 
appeared to forgive thofe cririies which might be 
ittiputed to hdr own irrefiftible chafms. 

The deftrudiori of a mighty kirigddili fetta^ Afbdlit m^ 
bliflied the ' fariie of Alboiri. In the days of ^^',;^';;'^ %^ 
Charlemagrie , the Bavarians ^ the SaXOrii; ^ arid itaiy, 
the othef tribes of thd Teutonic language, ftill ^- ^- ^^^•' 
i^epeated the forigs which defcribed the heroic 
virtues, the valoUf, liberality, arid fortune of 
the king 6i the Lbrtabards ". But hi.<J ambicioa 
^as yet Unfatisfiedj and th« conqueror 6f th« 
\0L. VIIL H 
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G jc A p. Gepidac turned his eyes from the Danube to the 
XLV. richer banks of the Po and the Tyber. Fifteea 
years had not elapfed , fince his fubjeds , 
the confederates of Narfes , had vifited the plea- 
fant climate of Italy: the raountaios , the rivers,, 
tlie highways, were familiar to . their, memory :; 
the report of their fuccefs, perhaps the view of 
their fpoils, had kindled in the rifmg generation 
the flame of emulation and enterprife* Their 
hopes were encouraged by the fpirit and elo- 
quence of Alboin ; and it is affirmed , that he 
fpoke to their fenfes, by producing, at tl^e royal 
feaft, the faireft and moft exquifite fruits that 
grew fpontaneoufly in the garden of the world. 
No fooner had he eredled his ftandard , than the 
native ftrength of the Lombards was multiplied 
by the adventurous youth of Germany and Scy- 
thia. The robuft peafantry of Noricum and 
Pannonia had refuraed the manners of Barbarians; 
and the names of the Gepidae , Bulgarians , Sar- 
matians , and Bavarians , may be diflindlly traced 
in the province*; of Italy *'. Of the Saxons, the 
J old allies of the Lombards, twenty thoufand 
warriors, with their wives and children,, ac- 
cepted tjie invitation of Alboin. . Their bravery 
contributed to his fuccefs; but the acceflion or 
the abfence of their numbers was not fenfibly felt 
. in the magnitude of his hoft. Every mode of 
religion was freely pradifed by its refpedivc 
votaries. The king of the Lombards had been 
educated vx the Arian herefy^ but tjie. Catholics, 
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in their |)ublic worfhip, were allowed to pray c h a r. 
for bis converfion ; while the more ftubborn xlv* 
Barbarians facrificed a flie-goat, or perhaps a 
captive , to the gods of their fathers '*. The 
Lombards , and their confederates , were, .united 
by their common attachment to a chief , who 
excelled in all the virtues and vices of a favage 
hero; /and tlie vigilance of Alboin provided an 
ample magazine of offenfive and defenfive arms 
for the ufe of the . expedition. The portable 
wealth of the Lombards .attended the - march* ^ 
tbeir^ lands they cheerfully relinquifhed to* tlie 
Avars , on the folemn promife, : which was made 
^nd accented Without a.fraile,;that if they faijed 
in the cowqueft of Italy , thelfc voluntary cixiles 
fiiould be reinftated in their former pofTeflionsJ ^ 

They' might have failed ^ if Narfes had - beeil j^j^^j^^^j^jj, 
the.antagonift of the Lombards; and ^^the * vcterari and death of 
warriors ; the affociates of his Gothic Vicflory ^^"^'^*' 
would have (encountered with reiuftanoe * art 
enemy whom they jdreaded and efteemed. B\i(| 
the weaknefs of the Byzantine fcoun wbs- fubfef* 
vicnt to the Barbarian caufe; and it was for the ruitt 
of Italy , tha^ the emperor once liftened to thd 
'complaints of his fubjeds* The virtues of NarfeiJ 
were ftained with avarice j and in his provincial 
reign of fifteen years ^ he accumulated a treafure 
of gold and filver which furpaffed the modefty ^ 
of a private fortune. His government was oppref- 
five or unpopular , and the general difcontent 
was cxpreffed with freedom by the deputies of 
|lome. Before the throne of Juftin they boldl/ 
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CHAP, declared , that tbeir Gothic fervitude had been 
XLV. more tolerable than the defpotifm of a Greek 
eunuch ; and that , unlefs their tyrant were in- 
ft an tly. removed, they would confult their own 
happinets . in the choice of a mafter. The ap- 
prehenfion of a revolt was urged by the voice 
of envy and detradlion; which had fo recently 
triumphed over the merit of Belifarius. A new 
exarch , Longinus , was appointed to fuperfcde 
the conqueror of Italy^ and the bafe motives o£ 
hi's recal were revealed in the infulting mandate 
of the emprefs Sophia, ^^ that he fhould leave 
^^ to men the exercife of arms , and return to his 
^^ proper ftation among the maidens of the palace, 
^' where a diftaff fhould be again placed in the 
*^ hand of the eunuch. " " I will fpin her fuch 
** a, thread, as fhe fliall not eafily unravel!" is 
faid to have been the reply which indigaatijon 
zr\d confcioUs virtue extorted from th€ hero» 
Ii^ead of attending , a flavc and a.vidim, at 
the gate^of the Byzantine palace, he retired to 
Kaplei ,./irom whence (if any credit is due to 
the.belief of the times) Narfes invited the Lorn- 
bards to chaftife the ingratitude of the prince 
and people ''. But the paffions of the people 
are furious, and changeable , and the Romang 
foon recoilefted the merits, or dreaded the refent- 
ment, of their vidoriou.^ general. By the media- 
tion of the pope , who undertook a fpecial 
pilgrimage to Naples , the^ir repentance was 
accepted; and Narfes,. affuming a milder afpedl 
;md.a more dutiful la-nguage^ confented to fix his 
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refidcnce in the Capitol. His death " , though chap* 
in the extreme period of old age, was unfea- xlv. 
fonable and premature , fince his genius alone 
could have repaired the laft and fatal error of hi* 
life. The reality, or the fufpicion, of a confpiracy 
difarmed and difunited the Italians* The foldiers 
refented the difgrace , and bewailed the lofs of 
their general. They were ignorant of their new 
exarch ; and Longinus was hirnfelf ignorant of 
the ftate of the army and the province. In the 
preceding years Italy had been defolated by 
peftilence and famine , and a difafFeded people 
afcribed the calamities of Nature to the guilt or 
folly of their rulers '^ 

Whatever might be the grounds of his fecu- 9oiiqueft ef 
rity, Alboin neither expelled nor encountered a**^"** •'"* 
Roman army in the field. He afcended the Ju- Lombards , 
Jian Alps , and looked down with contempt and ^' ^• 
defire on the fruitful plains to which his 
vidory communicated the perpetual appellation 
of LoMBARDY. A faithful chieftain, and a feled 
band , were ftationed at Forum Julii , the modern 
Friuli 5 to guard the paffes of the mountains. The 
Lombards refpeded the ftrength of Pavia, and 
liftened to the prayers of the Trevifans; their flow 
and heavy multitudes proceeded to occupy the 
palace and city of Verona; and Milan, nowrifing 
from her aflies, was inverted by the powers of 
Alboin five months after his departure from 
Pannonia. Terror preceded his march; he found 
every where, or he left, a dreary folitude; and 
tht pufillanimous Italians prefumed, without a 

93 
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c H A f^ trial, that the ftranger was invincible. Efcaping' 
xtv* to lakes, or rocks, or moraffes, the affrighted 
crowds concealed fome fragments of their wealth, 
and delayed the moment of their fervitude. 
Paulinus, the patriarch of Aquileia, removed his 
treafures , facred and profane , to the ifle of 
Grado '*, and his fucceffors were adopted hy 

^ the infant republic of Venice, which was con- 

tinually enriched by the public calamities. Hono- 
ratus , who filled the chair of St. Ambrofe , had 
creduloufly accepted the faithlefs offers of a capitu- 
lation; and the archbilhop, with the clergy and 
nobles of Milan, were driven by the perlidy of 
Alboin to feek a* refuge in the lefs acceffible 
ramparts of Genoa. Along the maritime coaft , 
the courage of thq inhabitants \Vas fupported by 
the facility of fupply , the hopes of relief, and 
the power of efcape; but from the Trentine hills 
to the gates of Ravenna and Rome , the in- 
land regions of Italy became, without a battle 
or a fiege, the lafting patrimony of the Lombards. 
The ftibmiffioh of the people invited the Bar- 
barian to affumc the charader of a lawful fove- 
reign, and the helplefs exarch was confined to the 
office of announcing to the emperor Juftin, the 
rapid and irretrievable lofs of his provinces and 
cities '*. One city, which had been diligently 
fortified by the Goths , refifted the arms of a 
new invader ; and while Italy was fubdued by 
the flying detachments of the Lombards , the 
royal camp was fixed above three years before 
the \ycftern gate of Ticinum, or Pavia. The 
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fame courage which obtains the efteem of a chap, 
civilifed enemy , provokes the fury of a favagc , x^v. 
and the impatient befieger had bound himfelf by 
a tremendous oath , that age , and fex , and 
dignity , fhould be confounded in a eeneval 
maffacre. The aid of famine at length enabled 
him to execute his bloody vow; but as Alboiii 
entered the gate, his horfe ftumbled, fell, and 
could not be raifed from the ground. One of ' 
his attendants was prompted by compaflion , or 
piety, to interpret this miraculous fign of the 
wrath of heaven : the conqueror paufed and 
relented; he flieathed hisfword, and, peacefully 
repofmg himfelf in the palace of Theodoric , 
proclaimed to the trembling multitude, that they 
fliould live and obey. Delighted with the fitua- 
tion of a city, which was endeared to his pride 
by the difficulty of the purchafe, the prince of 
the Lombards difdained the ancient glories of 
Milan ; and Pavia, during fome ages, was refpeft- 
cd as the capital of the kingdom of Italy **. 

The reign of the founder was fplendid and Aiboin is 
tranfient; and before he could regulate his new "I""^*^""*** ^^ 
conquefts , Aiboin fell a facrifice to domeftic Rofamond, 
treafon and female , revenge. In a palace near A. p. 573, 
Verona , which had not been ereded for the 
Barbarians , he feafted the companions of his 
iirms : intoxication was the reward of valour , 
and the king himfelf was tempted by appetite, 
or vanity, to exceed the ordinary meafure of his 
intemperance. After draining many capacious 
45owls of Rhaetiaa or Falernian wine , he called 

H4 
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(5 n 4 p, for the flcull of Cunimund , the nobleft and moft 
^Lv, precious ornament of his fideboard. The cup of 
vicflory was accepted with horrid applaufe by 
the circle of the Lombard chiefs, " Fill it again 
^' with wine, " exclaimed the inhuman conqueror, 
^' fill it,to the brim ; carry this goblet to the queen 
^^ and requeft in ray name that flie would rejoice 
*' with her father. " In an agony of grief and 
rage I Rofamond had ftrength to utter, '* Let 
<' the will of my lord be obeyed ! " and touching 
it with her lips , pronounced a filent impreca* 
tion ,. that the infult fliould be wafbed away in 
the blood of Alboin. Some indulgence might be 
due to the refcntment of a daughter, if fhe bad 
jiot already violated the duties of a wife. Im-* 
placable in hqr enmity , or inconftant in her Jove, 
the queen of Italy had (looped from the throne to 
the arms of a fubjedl, and Helmichis, the king's 
armour-bearer, was the fecret minifter of her plea- 
iure and revenge, Againft the propofal of the 
inurder, he could no longer urge the fgruples of 
fidelity or gratitude ; but Helmichis trembled , 
when he revolved the danger as well is the guilt, 
when he rccoUedted the matcblefs ftrength and 
intrepidity of a warrior, whom he had fo often 
attended in the field of battle. He preffed , and 
* obtained , that one of the braveft chanipions of 

the Lombards fhould be affociated to the enter- 
prife , but no more than a promife of fecrecy . 
could be drawn from the gallant Peredeus -, and 
the mode of fedudion employed by Rofamond 
betrays her ihaijiclefs infcnfibijity both tp honouir 
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mtd love. She fupplied the place of one of her chap. 
female attendants who was beloved by Peredeus , Xlv. 
and contrived fome excufe for darknefs and fi- 
lence, till flie could inform her companion that 
he had enjoyed the queen of the Lombards , and 
that his own death, or the death of Alboin, muft 
be the confequence of fuch tre^fonable adultery. 
In this alternative, he chofe rather to be the ac- 
complice than the vi<5lim of Rofamond *', whofc 
undaunted fpirit was incapable of fear or remorfe. 
She expeded, and foon found a favourable mo- 
ment , when the king, oppreffed with wine, had 
retired from the table to his afternoon flumbcrs. 
His faithlefs fpoufe was anxious for his health and 
Tepofe: the gates of tlie palace were fliut , the 
arms removed, the attendants difmiffed, and Ro- 
famond, after lulling him to reft by her tender 
qareffes, unbolted the chamber-door, and urged 
the reludant confpirators to the inftant execution 
of the deed. On the firft alarm , the warrior 
ftarted from his couch ; his fword , which he 
attempted to draw , had been fattened to the fcab- 
bard by the hand of Rofamond ; and a fmall ftopl, 
his only weapon, could not long proted him from 
die fpears of the affaflins. The daughter of Cu- 
nimund fmiled in his fell ; his body was buried 
under the ftair-cafe of the palace , and the grate- 
ful pofterity of the, Lombards revered the tomb 
;^nd th^ memory of their vidlorious leader. 

The ambitious Rofamond afpired to reign in Her night 
the name of her lover ; the city and palace of Ve- *"* ^^**- 
ron4 were awed by her power , and a faithful 
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CHAP, band of her native Gepi^se Myas prepared to ap-^ 
XLV. plaud the revenge , and to fecond the wifhes, of 
their fovereign. But the Lombard chiefs , who 
fled in the tirft moments of confternation and 
diforder, had refumed their courage and coUedled 
their powers ; and the nation , inftead of fubmit- 
ting to her reign, demanded with unanimous 
cries, that juftice Ihould be executed on the 
guilty fpoufe and the murderers of their king. 
She fought a refuge among the enemies of her 
country, and a criminal who deferved the ab- 
' horrence of mankind was protected by the fel- 
fifli policy of .the exarch. With her daughter , 
the heirefs of the Lombard throne , her two lov- 
ers , her trufty Gepidse , and the fpoils of the 
palace of Verona, Rofamond defcended the Adige 
and the Po, and was tranfported by aGreek vef- 
fel to the fafe harbour of Rayenna. Longinus 
beheld with delight the charms and the treafures 
of the widow of Alboin : her fituation and her 
paft condud might juflify the moft licentious pro* 
pofals ; and Ihe readily liftened to the paffion of 
a minifter , who , even in the decline of the em- 
pire , was refpedled as the equal of kings. The 
death of a jealous lover was an eafy and grate- 
ful facrifice , and as Helmichis iffued from the 
ba<h , he received the deadly potion from the 
hand of his miftrefs. The talle of the liqoor, 
its fpeedy operation, and his experience of the 
character of Rofamond , convinced ^im that he 
was poifoned : he pointed his dagger to her breaft, 
compelled her to drain, the reoiainder of the cup^ 



OFTH« ROMAN EMPIRE. 107 

• 

and expired in a few minutes , with the confola- chap. 
tion , that fhe could not furvive to enjoy the fruits xlv. 
of her wickednefs. The daughter of Alboin and 
Rofamond , with the richeft fpoils of the Lom- 
bards, was embarked for Conftantinople.; the 
fnrprifing ftrength of Peredeus amufed and ter- 
rified the Imperial court : his blindnefs and re- 
venge exhibited an imperfed copy of the adven- 
tures of Sampfon. By the free fufifrage of the na- ciepiio, i^ing 
tion, in the affembly of Pavia, Clepho, one of '»* *^« ^ »'«* 
their nobleft chiefs, was eledled as the fucceffor ^^ n.Nrs 
of Alboin. Before the end of eighteen months, Aaguft. 
the throne was polluted by a fecond murder; 
Clepho was ftabbed by the hand of a domeftic; 
the reeal office was fufpcnded atove ten years , 
during the minority of his fon Autharis; and Italy 
was divided and oppreffed by a ducal ariftocracy 
of thirty tyrants ". 

When the nephew of Juftinian afcended the vrcaknefs of 
throne , he proclaimed a new acra of happinefs ^'^^ emperor 
and glory. The annals of the fecond Juftin *^ 
are marked with difgrace abroad and mifery at 
home. In the Weft, the Roman empire was atfiid- 
ed by the lofs of Italy, the defolation of Africa, 
and the conquefts of the Perfians. Injufticc pre- 
vailed both in the capital and the provinces; the 
rich trembled for their property, the p6or for 
their fafety , the ordinary magiftrates were igno* 
rant or venal , the occafional remedies appear to 
have been arbitrary and violent, and the com-r 
plaints of the people could no longer be filenced 
by the fplendid names of a legiflator and a con- 
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CHAP, queror. The opinion which imputes to the prin«e 
XLV. all the calamities of his times, may be counten* 
anced by the hiftorian as a ferious truth or a 
falutary prejudice. Yet a candid fufpicion will 
arife , that the fentiments of Juftin were pure and 
benevolent, and that he might have filled his 
ftation without reproach , if the faculties of his 
mind had not been impaired by difeafe, which 
deprived the emperor of the ufe of his feet, and 
confined him to the palace, a ftranger to the com- 
plaints of the people and the vices of the govern- 
ment. The tardy knowledge of his own impotr^ 
ence determined him to lay down the weight of 
the diadem ; and in the choice of a worthy fub- 
ftitute, he fhewed fome fymptoms of a difcerning 
and even magnanimous fpirit. The only fon of 
Juftin and Sophia died in his infancy : their 
daughter Arabia was the wife of Baduarius **' 
fuperintendant of the palace, and afterwards com- 
mander of the Italian armies, who vainly afpired 
to confirm the rights of marriage by thofe of 
.adoption. While the empire appeared an objedl 
of defire , Juftin was accuftomed to behold with 
jealoufy and hatred his brothers and coufins, the 
rivals of his hopes ; nor could he depend on the 
gratitude of thofe who would accept the purple 
as a reftitution, rather than a gift. Of thefe compe- 
titors y one had been removed by exile, and after- 
wards by death; and the emperor himfelf had 
inflided fuch cruel infults on another, that he 
muft either dread his refentment or defpife his 
patience. This domcflic animofity was refined 
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into a generous refoludon of feeking a fucceffor, chap. 

not in his family, but in the republic: and the xiv,. 

artful* Sophia recammended Tiberius ** , his 

faithful captain of the guards , whofe virtues and 

fortune the emperor might cherilh as the fruit of 

his judicious choice. The ceremony of his ele- Aflbciation 

vation to the rank of Caefar, or Auguftus , 'vvas ^^ '^**"j)** » 

performed in the portico of the palace , in the December. * 

prefence of the patriarch and the fenate. Juftin 

coUeded the remaining ftrcngth of his mind and 

body,, but the popular belief that his fpeech was 

infpired by the Deity, betrays a very humble 

opinion both of the man and of the times **. 

^^ You behold," faid the emperor, " the enfigns 

" of fupreme power. You are about to receive 

" them not from my hand , but from the hand 

" of God. Honour them , and frpm them you 

^' will derive honour. Refped the emprefs yoiw 

^^ mother; you are now her fon, before, you 

^ were her fervant. Delight not in blood , 

^ abflain from revenge , avoid thofe adtions by 

*^ which I have incurred the public hatred , and 

^ confult the experience rather than the example 

** of your predeceffor. As a man, I have finned; . 

^ as a fmner , even in this life I have been 

*' feverely puniflied : but thefe fervants { and he 

^ pointed to his minifters), who have abufed 

" my confidence , and' inflamed my paffions, 

" will appear with me before the tribunal of - 

** Cbrift. I have been dazzled by the fpkndour 

" of the diadem: be thou wife and raodeft; 

" remember what you iiave been , remember 
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CHAP. * what you are. You fee around us your flaves 
XLV. " and your children; with the authority, affumc 
** the tcndernefs , of a parent. Love your people 
^* like yourfelf; cultivate the affeftions, main- 
^^ tain the difcipline of the army: protedl the 
<« fortunes of the rich, relieve the neceffities of 
^' the poor *^. " The affembly , in filedce and 
. in tears , applauded the counfels , and fympathifed 
with the repentance , of their prince : the pa- 
triarch rehearfed the prayers of the church ; 
Tiberius received the diadem on his knees, and 
Juftin 5 who in his abdicatioh appeared moft 
worthy to reign , addreffed the new monarch in 
the following words : " If you confent , I live ; 
"if you command , I die : may the God of 
" heaven and earth infufe into your heart what- 
Dsath of « ever I have neglefted or forgotten. " The 
a'^d" 5^8 f^^^ ^^ft y^^^^ ^^ ^^^ emperor Juftin were paffed 
Oftober5.' ih traiiquil obfcurity : his confcience way no 
longer tormented by the remembrance of thofe 
duties which he was incapable of difcharging; 
and his choice was juftified by "the filial reverence 
and gratitude of Tiberius. 
Reigii ofTi- 'Among the virtues of Tiberius ", his beauty 
berius II. (he was oue of the talleft and moft comely of 
sep^ 2!— the Romans) might introduce him to the favour 
A.D. ^2, of Sophia; and the widow of Juftin was per- 
Auguft 14. f^a^ded, that (he ftould preferve her ftation and 
influence under the reign of a fecond' and more 
youthful hulband. But if the ambitious candidate 
had been tempted to flatter and diffemble , it 
was no longer in his power to fulfil her expeda- 
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tions, or his own promife. The fadiofns of the c h af, 
hippodrome demanded, with fome impatience, XLV. 
the name of their new emprefs ; both the people 
and Sophia were aftoriilhed by the proclamation 
of Anaftafia, the fecret, though lawful wife of 
the emperor Tiberius. Whatever could alleviate 
the difappointmcnt of Sophia, imperial honours, 
a ftately palace , a numerous houfehold , was 
liberally beftowed by the piety of her adopted 
fod-; on folemn occafions he attended and con- 
fulted the widow of his benefador : but her 
ambition difdained the vain femblaBce of royalty, 
^nd the refpedful appellation of mother jferved 
^o exafper^te , rather than appeafe, the rage of 
an ipjyred woman* While fho_accepted, and 
repaid with a coyrtly fmile , the fair expreflions 
of regard and confidence , a fecret alliance was 
concluded between th^ dowager emprefs and het 
ancient enemies j and Juftiuian ,. the fdn of Gej> v 

manps ,. was employed as the inftruraent of her 
revenge. The prid^ of the reigning houfe fup* 
ported, with reludance , the- dominion of a 
flranger: the youth was defervedly popular; bii 
name, after the death of Juftin, had been men- * . 
tioued by a tumultuous fiidion ; :andj bis own 
fubmiflive offer qf his head, with a treafure of 
lixty thoufand pounds , might be interpreted as 
^n evidence of guilt, or at leaft of fear. Juftiniaa 
received a. free pardon , and the ; command of 
the eaftera army. The Perfian monarch fled 
before his arms j and the acclamations which ac- 
companied his triumph, de^clared him worthy of 
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CHAP, the purple. His artful patronefs had chofeni the 
XLV. month of the vintage , while the emperor , in at 
rural folitude, was permitted to enjoy the plea- 
fures of a fubjed. On the firft intelligence of 
her defigns he returned to Conftantinople , and 
the confpiracy was fupprcffed by his prefence and 
firmncfs. From the pomp and honours which 
(he had abufed, Sophia was reduce<l to a modeft 
allowance : Tiberius difmiffed . her train , inter- 
cepted her correfpondence , and committed to a 
faithful guard the cuftody of her perfon. Bi^e 
the fervices of Juftinian were not confidered 
by that excellent prince as an aggravation of hi^ 
offences: after a mild reproof, his treafon and 
ingratitude were forgiven ; and it was comittonly 
believed , that the emperor entertained fome 
thoughts of con trading a double alliance with 
the rival of hi^ throne* The voice of an angel 
{fuch a fable was propagated) might reveal ta 
the emperor , that he fhould always triumph over 
his domeftic foes ; but Tiberius derived a iirmci* 
aflurancc from the. innocence and generofity of 
his own miild. 
His virtoei. With the odious name of Tiberius , he affumed 
the more popular appellation of Conftantine, and 
imitated the purer virtues of the Antonines- 
After recording the vice or folly of fo many* 
Roman princes, it is pleafing to repofe, for at 
^ moment , on a chafader confpicuous by thef 
qualities of hunlaiiity , juftice, temperance, and 
fortitude; to contemplate a fovereign affable in 
his palace , pioui in the church > impartial ort 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 113 

the feat of judgment , andi viiflorlous , at leaft by c h a W 
his generals, in the Perfiari War. The moft glo- XLV« 
rious trophy of bis vidbry confitled in a muiti* 
tude of captives, whdm Tiberias (etatertaitied^ 
tedeemed, and difmifftd to their riative homes 
with thfe charit^tle fpirit of a Chriftian hero; 
The inerit br misfortunes of his o\vn fubjeds had 
A dearer claim to his beneficerlce , and he mea* 
fured his bounty not fo tpuch by their expeda* 
tions , as by his owii dignity; This maxim ^ 
howevier dangerous in a truftee of the public 
Wealth j was balanced by a principle of humanity 
and juftice , which taught hitn to abhor^ as of 
the bilfeft alloy ^ the gold that was extraded 
frbnl th^ tears of the people. For their relief^ 
ias often as they had fuffered by natural or hoftild 
fcalaiiiiti^s, he Was impatient to remit the arrears 
bf the pail, or the demands of future taxes: he 
fternly rejeded the fervile biferings of his mi- 
ftifters , which Wet*e cbmpenfated by tenfold 
bppreffion; and the wif6 and fequitable laws of 
Tiberius excited the praife ail,d regret of fucceed- 
ing times. Conftantinople believed that the 
Emperor haid difcovered a tri^afure : but his gie- 
tiiiine treafute confifted in the pradicd bf libeVat 
decoriomy, and the contempt bf all vain land 
fupcrfluoiis expence. The Rbmans of th^ fiaft 
Would have be^n happy j iJF the Beft gift bf 
heaven, a patriot kihgj had beetl cbiifirmed ^s 
iX prbper Ind permsiricnt blelTing. Biit in left 
iharl four years after the death bl Juftiii , his 
■Worthy fucceffbr iimk intb A mortal dife^fe j 
Vql. VlIL 1 
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CHAP, which left him only fufficicnt time to reftore the 
XLV, diadem , according to the tenure by which he 
held it , to the moft deferving of his fellow- 
citizens. He feleiSed Maurice from the crowd , 
a judgment more precious than the purple itfelf: 
the patriarch and fenate were fummoned to the 
bed of the dying prince : he beftowed his 
daughter and the empire ; and his laft advice was 
folemnly delivered by the voice of the quaeftor. 
Tiberius exprefled his hope, that the virtues of 
his fon and fucceffor would erecfl the nobleft 
maufoleum to his memory. His' memory was 
embalmed by the public afflidion ; but the moft 
fincere grief evaporates in the tumult of a new 
reign, and the eyes and acclamations of mankind 
were fpeedily direded to the rifmg fun. 
The reign of The emperor Maurice derived his origin from 
A*om ancient Rome '*; but his immediate parents were 
Auguft I— fettled at Arabiffus inCappadocia, and their fingu- 
A.^D «oz. Jar felicity preferved them alive to behold and 
partake the fortune of their auguji fon. The 
youth of Maurice was fpent in the profeffion of 
arms; Tiberius promoted him to the command 
of a new and favourite legion of twelve 
thoufand confederates; his valour and condud 
were fignalized in the Perfian war; and he re- 
turned to Gonftantinople to accept, as his juft 
reward , the inheritance of the empire. Mauride 
afcended the throne at the mature age of fortyr 
three years ; and he reigned above twenty years 
over the Eaftand over himfelf^'; expelling from 
his mind the >vild democracy ©f paflions, and 
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«JlablIfliing (according to the quaint expreffion c H A P^ 
of Evagrius ) a perfed: ariftocracy of reafon and xLV, 
virtue. Some fufpicion will degrade the tefti- 
mony of a fubjedt, though he protefts that his 
fecret praifc fhould never reach the ear of his 
fovereign ^\ and foipe failings feem to place the 
charader of Maurice below the purer merit of 
his predecedbr. His cold and refer vcd demeanour 
mighl be imputed to arrogance; his juftice was 
not always exempt from cruelty, nor his cle- 
mency from weaknefs; and his rigid ceconomy 
too often expofed him to the reproach of avarice. 
But the rational wilhes of an abfolute monarch 
muft tend to the happinefs of his people; Mau- 
rice was endowed with fenfe and courage to pro- 
mote that happinefs, and his adminiftration was 
diredled by the principles and example of Tibe* 
rius. The pufillanimity of the Greeks had in- 
troduced fo complete a feparation between the 
offices of king and of general , that a private fol- 
dier whp had defervcd and obtained the purple, 
feldom or never appeared at the head of his 
armies. Yet the emperor Maurice enjoyed the 
glory of reftoring the perfian monarch to his 
throne : his lieutenants waged a doubtful war 
againft the Avars of the Danube , and he caft an 
eye of pity, of inefFedual pity, on the abjecl: 
and diftrefsful ftate of his Italian provinces. 

From Italy the emperors were inccffantly tor- Drftreft of 
mented by tales of mifery and demands of fuc- ^taiy, 
cour, which extorted the humiliating confeffioa 
of their ©wn >veakncfs. The expiring dignity 
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Chap, of Rome was only marked by the freedom and 
XLV« energy of her compiaints: "If you are incapable," 
ihe faid, " of ddivernig us from the fword of 
^^ the Lombards, fave us at leaft from the cala- 
^^ mrty of fartiihe. " Tiberius forgave the re- 
proach , and relieved the diftrcfs : a fuppiy of - 
•corn was transported from Egypt to the Tyber ; 
and the Roman people , invoking the name , not 
t>f CamiHus, but of StPeter, repulfed thf Bar- 
barians from their walls. But the relief was acci* 
xiental , the danger was perpetual and preffing; 
and the dcrgy and fenate , colledling the remain^ 
oi theit ancient opulence , a fum of three thou- 
fand pounds of gold, dijfpatched the patrician 
Pamphronius to lay their gifts and their ^com^ 
plaints at the .foot of the Byzantine throne^ The 
attention of the court , and the forces of the Eaft, 
were diverted by the Perfian war : but the jufticfe 
of Tiberius applied the fubfidy to the defence 
of the city; and he difmiffed the patrician with 
his beft advice, either to bribe the Lombard 
chiefs, or to purehafe the aid of the kings of 
France. Notwithftanding this weak invention, 
Italy was ftill afflidled , Rome was again befieg- 
ed , and the fuburb of Claffe , only three miles 
from Ravenrla, was pillaged and occupied by 
the troops of a fimple duke of Spoleto. Maurice 
gave audience to a fecond deputation of priefts 
and fenators ; the duties and the menaces of reli- 
gion were forcibly urged in the letters of (#ie 
Roman pontiff; and his nuncio , the deacon Gre- 
gory, "was alike qualified to folicit the powers 
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either of h^^vcft or of the earth. The emperor chap. 
adopted, "with ftrongcr eflfedl, the meafuKes of xLV. 
his predeceffor : fome formidable chiefs were per- 
fuaded to embrace the friendship pf the Romans;, 
and one of them, a mild, and faithful Barbarian^ 
lived and died in the fervice of the exarch : the^ ' 

paffes of the Alps were delivered^to the Franks; 
and the pope encouraged tbenL to violate , -with-, 
out fcruple, their oaths and engagcmeots to the 
niill)elievers. Childebqrt, the great -grandfon of # 

Clovis , was perfuaded to invade Italy by the 
payment of fifty thoufend pieces ; but as be had 
viewed with delight fome Byzaqtine com o£ the 
weight of one pound of gold, the king of Au?. 
ftrafia might ftipul.ate , tl-iat the gift fliould be 
rendered more worthy of his acceptance, by a. 
proper mixture of thefe refpe<3able medals- The 
dukes of the Lombards had provoked by frequent 
inroads their powerful neighbours of GauL As. 
foon as they were apprehenfive of a juft retalia-. 
tion, they renounced their feeble and difbrderly 
independence: the advantages of regal govern-, 
mcht, union, iecrecy, and vigour, were unani- 
moufly confefled; and Autharis, the fon of-Autiuuiis, 
Clepho, had already attained the ftrength and^*"^,*^V^ 

• r • TT J t n 1 J r Lombards , 

reputation of a warrior. Under the llandard ot a. d. 
their^ new king^ the conquerors of Italy with- ^84 — %9o 
flood three fucceflive invafions, one of which, 
was led by Cbildebert himfelf , the laft of the 
Merovingian race who defcended from the Alps. 
The firft expedition was defeated by the jealous 
animofity of the Franks and Alem^nni. In the 
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t; H A p. fecond they were vanquiflicd in a bloody battle, 
XLV. with more lofs and diflionoiir than they had 
fuftained fince the foundation of their monarchy. 
Impatient for revenge, ihey returned a third 
time with accumulated force, and Autharis yield- 
ed to the fury of the torrent. The troops and 
treafures of the Lombards were diftributed in. 
the walled towns between the Alps and the 
Apennine. A nation , lefs fenfible of danger , 
than of fatigue and delay, foon murmured againft 
the folly of their twenty commanders ; and the 
hot vapours of an Italian fun infeded with dif- 
eafe thofe tramontane bodies which had already 
fufFered the viciffitudes of intemperance and 
famine. The powers that were inadequate to 
the conqueft, were more than fufficient for the 
defolation , of the country ; nor could the trem- 
bling natives diftinguilh between their enemies 
and their deliverers. If the jundion of the 
Merovingian and Imperial forces had been ef- 
feded in the neighbourhood of Milan, perhaps 
they might have fubverted the throne of the 
Lombards; but the Franks expeded fix days 
the fignal of a flaming village , and the arms of 
the Greeks were idly employed in the reduction 
of Modena and Parma, which were torn from 
them after the retreat of their Tranfalpine 
' ^ allies. The vidoriou? Autharis afferted his claim 
to the dominion of Italy. At the foot of the 
Rhsetian Alps, he fubdued the refiflance, and 
rifled the hidden treafures , of a fequeftered ifland 
in the lake of Gomum. At the extreme point 
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of Calabria , he touched with his fpear a column chap. 
on the fea-fhore of Rhegium ^*, proclanniiig xlv. 
that ancient land- mark to ftand the immovable 
boundary of his kingdom ". • 

During a period of two hundred years , Italy The exarcii. 
was unequally divided between the kingdom of ^^^„^,^ 
the Lombards and the exarchate of Ravenna. The 
offices and profeflions, which the jealoufy of 
Conftantine had feparated , were united by the 
indulgence of Juftinian; and eighteen fucceflive 
exarchs were inverted , in the decline of the em- 
pire , with the full remains of civil, of military, 
and even of .ecclefiaftical power. Their immc- 
diate jurifdidion, which was afterwards confe- 
crated as the patrimony of St. Peter, extended 
over the modern Romagna, the marfhes or val- 
lies of Ferrara and Commachio '* , five maritime 
cities from Rimini to Ancona , and a fecond, 
inland Pentapolis, between the Adriatic coaft and 
the hills of the Apennine. Three fubordinate 
provinces, of Rome , of Venice , and of Naples, 
which were divided by hoftile lands from the 
palace of Ravenna, acknowledged, both in peace 
and war, the fupremacy of the exarch. ^The dut- 
chy of Rome appears to have included the Tuf- 
can, Sabine, and Latian conquefts, of the firft 
four hundred years of the city, and the limits 
may be diftindly traced along the coaft, from 
Civita Vecchia, toTerracina, and with the courfe 
of the Tyber from Ameria and Narni to the port 
of Oftia. The numerous iflands from Grado 
to Chiozza, compofed the infant dominion of 

14 
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Q H A P,' Venice ; l^ut the more acceffible towns on thp 
5^Ly, continent were overthrown by the Lonibards , 
who beheld with impotent fury a new capital rifing 
from the waves. The power of the duk\\s of Naples 
was circumfcribed by the bay ^nd the adjacent iflles, 
by the hoftile territory oi Capua, and by tlieRo- 
xnan colony of Amalphr*', whofe induftrious ci- 
tizens, by the invention of the mariner's com- 
pafs , have unveiled the face of the globe. Th? 
three ijlands of Sardini^^ , Corfic^, and Sicily, ftiU 
fidhcred to the empire ^ and the ^cquifition of th^ 
farther Calabria removed the lapd-mark of Authar 
ris from the (hore of Rhegium to the ifthaius of 
Confentia. In Sardinia , the fav^ge raountaipeers 
preferved the liberty and reh'gion of their ances- 
tors ; but the hqlbandmen of Sicily were chained 
to their rich and cultivated foil. Rome was opr 
preffe4 by the iron fceptre pf the exarchs , apd a 
Oreek , perhaps an eunuch , infultcd with impunity 
the ruins of the CapitoL But Naples fopn ^c(juire4 
the privilege of ejcding her owa dukes '* ; the in- 
dependence of Amalphi was the fruit of copimerce ; 
^nd the vpluntary attachment of Venice was finally 
pnnoblcd hy ^n equal alliance with the eaftern 
empire. On the map of Italy, the meafure of 
the exarchate occupies. ^ very inadequate fpace , 
l)ut it incliide^ an ^mple proportion of wealth , 
induftry, and pppulatipn.. The moft faithful an4 
Valqable fubjcdis efcaped from the Barbarian yoke , 
and the banners of Pavia and Verona , of Milai^ 
and Padua, \yere difplayed in their refpedive 
quarters by the new inhabitants of Ravenna,. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 121 

The remainder of Italy was poffefTed hy theLoni- chap. i 

bards ; and from P*^via, the royal feat, their king- jqlv, 
dom Nvas extended (o the eafl , the north »' and The kiag- 
the weft, as f^r as the confines of the Avars , ^°^°^^*J* 
the Bavarians , and the Franks of Auftrafia and 
Burgundy, In the language of modern geogra- 
phy , it is now reprefented hy the Terra Firm* 
of the Venetian republic, Tirol, the Milanefe, 
Piemont, the coaft of Genoa , Mantua, Parma, 
^nd Modena, the grand dutchy of Tufcany, 
and a large portion of the ^cclefiaRical ftate from 
Periigia to the Adriatic. The dukes , and at 
length the princes of Bencventum, furvived the 
monarchy , and pf opag^ited the ijamc of the Lom- 
bards. From Capua to Tarentum , they reigned 
liear fiv? hundred years over the gr^ateft part of 
the prefent kingdon^ of Naples ", 

In comparing the proportion of the vidorious language 
and the vanquiflied people, the change of Ian. ^^^^ manners 
guage will aiFord the moft probable inference. Ac^ b^^ds, 
cording to this, ftandard it will appear , that the 
Lombards of Italy, and the Vifigoths of Spain, 
Vere lefs numerous than the Franks or Burgun- 
dians; and the conquerors of Gaul muft yield, 
in their turn , to the multitude of Saxons and 
Angles who almoft eradicated the idioms of 
Britain, The modern Italian has been infenfibly 
formed by the mixture of nations;; the awkward- 
nefs of the Barbarians in the nice m^magenient of 
declei^fions apd conjugations , reduced them to 
the life of articles and auxiliary verbs ; and many 
^ie\v ideas h^ve been expreffed by Teutonic 
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CHAP, appellations. Yet the principal (lock of technical 
XiV. and familiar words is found to be of, Latin deri- 
vation ^'; and if we were fufficiently converfant 
with the obfolete, the ruftic, and the municipal 
dialedls of ancient Italy, we fliould trace the 
origin of many terms which might, perhaps, be 
rejeded by the claffic purity of Rome. A num- 
erous army conftitutcs but a fmall nation, and 
the powers of the Lombards were foon diminifhed 
by the retreat of twenty thoufand Saxons, who 
fcorncd a dependent fituation , and returned, af- 
ter many bold and perilous adventures , to their 
native country '*. The camp of Alboiiv was of 
formidable extent , but the extent of a camp 
would be eafily circumfcribed within the limits 
of a city; and its martial inhabitants muft be 
thinly fcattered over the face of a large country. 
When Alboin defcended from the Alps, he in- 
verted his nephew, the firft duke of Friuli, with 
the command of the province and the people ; 
but the prudent Gifulf would have declined the 
dangerous office, unlefs he had been permitted 
to chufe, among the nobles of the Lombards, a 
fufficient number of families ** to form a perpe- 
tual colony of foldiers and fubjedls. In the pro- 
- grefs of conqueft, the fame option could not be 
granted to the dukes of Brefcia or Bergamo , of 
JPavia or Turin , of Spolcto or Benevenium ; but 
each of thefe, and each of their colleagues, fet- 
tled in his appointed diftrid: with a band of fol- 
lowers who reforted to his ftandard in war and 
his tribunal in peace. Their attachment was free 
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and honourable : refigning the gifts and benefits c H a l>. 
which they had accepted, they might emigrate^ xLv. 
with their families into the jurifdidion of anothet 
duke; but their nbfence from the kingdom was 
puniflied with death, as a crime of military de- 
fertion *'. The pofterity of the firft conquerors 
ftruck'a deeper root into the foil, which, by 
every motive of intereft and honour, they were 
bound to defend. A Lombard was born the fol- 
dier of his king and his duke ; and the civil af- 
femblies of the nation difplayed the banners , and 
affumed the appellation, of a regular army. Of 
this army, the pay and the rewards were drawii 
from the conquered provinces ; and the diftribu- 
tion, which was not effected till after the deatli 
of Alboin, is difgraced by xthe foul marks of in- 
jiiRice and rapine. Many of the moft wealthy 
Italians were flain or banijChed ; the remainder 
\vere divided among the ftrangers, and a tribu- 
tary obligation was impofed (under the name of 
hofpitality), of paying to the Lombards a third 
part of the fruits of the earth. Within lefs than 
feventy years , this artificial fyftem was abolifbed 
by a more fimple and folid tenure **. Either the 
Roman landlord was expelled by his ftrong and 
infolcnt gueft; or the annual payment, a third of 
the produce, was exchanged by a more equi- 
table tranfciclion for an adequate proportion of 
landed property. Under thefe foreign matters, 
the bufuiefs of agriculture, in the cultivation of 
corn, vines, and olives, was exercifed with de- 
generate ikill and induftry by the laboxir of the* 
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c H A P. flaves and natives. But the occupations of a 
xi<v» paftoral life were more pleafing to the idlenefs, 
of the Barbarians, in the rich meadows of Vc- 
netia, they reftored and improved the breed of 
horfes for which that province had once been il- 
luftrious *'; and the Italians beheld with af- 
toniftiment a foreign race of oxen or buffaloes **. 
The depopulation of Lombardy , and the in- 
creafe of forefts ^ afforded an ample range for the 
pleafures of the chace *'. That marvellous art 
which teaches the? birds of Uie air to acknowledge 
the voice, and execute the commands of theiy 
raaftcr, had been unknown to the ingenuity of the 
Greeks and Romans **. Scandinavia and Scythia 
produce the boldeft and moft tradable falcons *' : 
they were tamed and educated by the roving iiv 
liabitants always on horfeback and in the field. This 
favourite amufement of our anceflors was intro- 
duced by the Barbarians into the Roman pi:o- 
vinces; and the laws of Italy efteem the fword 
and the hawk as of equal dignity and importance 
in the hands of a noble Lombard *'. 
Drcfsand So rapid was the influence of climate and 

marriage. example, that the Lombards of the fourth 
generation furveyed with curiofity and affright 
the portraits of their favage forefathers **. Their 
heads were (haven behind, but the fbaggy locks 
hung over their tyts and mouthy and a long 
^ beard , reprefented the name and charader of 

the nation. Their drefs canfifted of loofe linen 
garments, after the falhion of the Anglo-Saxons, 
•ffhich were decorated, in theii| opuiion, witk 
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broad ftripes of variegated colours. The leg$ c h a P. 
^nd feet were clothed in long hofe, and opea XlV. 
fandals ; > and even in the fecurity of peace , a 
trufty fword was conftantly girt to their fide. 
Yet this ftrange apparel, and horrid afped, ofteil 
concealed a gentle and generous difpofition ; and 
as foon as the rage of battle^had fubfided , the 
captives and fubjedls \vere fometimes furprifed 
by the humanity of the vidlor. The vices of the 
Lombards were the effed of paflion, of ignorance, 
of intoxication : their virtues are the more lau- 
dable, as they were not afFefted by the hypocrify 
of focial manners , nor impofed by the rigid 
conftraint of laws and education. I ihould not 
be apprehenfive of deviating from my fubjed , if 
it were in my power to delineate the private 
life of the conquerors of Italy, and I Ihall relate 
with pleafure the adventurous gallantry of Au- 
tharis , which breathes the true fpirit of chivalry 
and romance **. After the lofs of hrs prortiifed 
bride, a Merovingian princefs , he fought in 
marriage the daughter of the king of Bavaria; 
and Garibald accepted the alliance of the Italian 
monarch. Impatient of the flow progrefs of nego- 
ciation, the ardent lover efcaped fr5m his palace, 
and vifited the court of Bavaria in the train of 
his own embaffy. At the public audience, the 
unknown ftranger advanced to the throne , and 
informed Garibald , that the ambaflador was 
indeed the minifter of ftate, but thaj he alone 
was the friend of Autharis, who had trufted 
him with the delicate commiflion of msjcing a 
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C H A ;». faithful report of the charms of his fpoiife. 
XLV. Theudelinda was furamoned to undergo this 
important examination , and after a paufe of 
filent rapture, he hailed her as the queen of 
Italy, and humbly requefted, that, according to 
the cuftom of the nation , Ihe would prefent a 
cup of wine to ^^he firft of her new fubjecls. 
By the command of her father , ihe obeyed : 
Autharis received the cup in his turn, and, in 
reftoring it to the princefs, he fecretly touched 
her hand, and drew his own finger over his 
face and lips. In the evening, Theudelinda im- 
parted to her nurfe the indifcreet familiarity of 
the ftranger, and was comforted by the affurance^ 
that fuch boldnefs could proceed only from the 
Jcing her hulband , who , by his beauty and 
courage , appeared worthy of her love. The 
ambaffadors were difmifled : no fooner did they 
reach the confines of I^aly, than Autharis, raifing 
himfelf on his horfe, darted his battle-axe againll 
a tree with incomparable ftrength and dexterity, 
" Such , " faid he to the aftoniflied Bavarians, 
^' fuch are the .ftrokes of the king of the Lom- 
^' bards. " On the approach of a French army, 
Garibald , and his daughter took refuge in the 
dominions of their ally; and the marriage was 
confummated in the palace of Verona. At the 
end of one year, it was diffolved by the death 
of Autharis: but the virtues of Theudelinda '" 
had endeared her to the nation , .and fhe was 
permitted* to beftow, with her hand, the fceptre 
pf the Italian kingdom 
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From this fadl , as well as from fimilar chap. 
events '% it is certain that the Lombards pof- xlv. 
feffed freedom to elect their fovereign, and fenfe GovernoKnt. 
to decline the frequent ufe of that dangerous 
privilege. The public revenue arofe from the 
produce of land , and the profits of juftice. * 

When the independent duke% agreed that Au- 
tharis fhould afcend the throne of his father , 
they endowed the regal office with a fair moiety 
pf their refpedive domains. The proudeft nobles 
afpired to the honours of fervitude near the 
perfon of their prince : he rewarded the fidelity 
of his vaffals by the precarious gift of penfions 
and benefices ,• and atoned for the injuries of 
war, by the rich foundation of monafteries and 
churches. In peace a judge, a leader in war, he 
never ufurped the powers of a fole and abfolute 
legiflaton The king of Italy convened the national 
affemblies in the palace, or more probably in 
the fields, of Pavia; his great council was com- 
pofed of the perfons moft eminent by their birth 
and dignities; but the validity, as well as the 
execution of their decrees, depended on the 
approbation of the faithful people , the fortunate 
army of the Lombards. About fourfcore years 
after the conqueft of Italy , their traditional 
cuftoms were tranfcribed in Teutonic Latin '' , i-^ws, 
and ratified by the confent of the prince and ^^./^' ^'*^* 
people; fome new regulations were introduced^ 
more fuitable to their prefent condition ; the 
example of Rotharis was imitated by the wifeft 
of his fucceilors^ an J the laws gf the Lombart^ 
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CHAP, have been efl^emcd the lead imperfedl of tli6 
XLV, Barbaric codes '*. Secure by their courage in the 
poITeffion of liberty-, thefe rude and hafky legifla- 
tors were incapable of balancing the powers of 
the conftitution, or of difcufling the nice theory 
of political government. Such crimes as threatened 
the life of the fovereign, or die fafety of the 
flate, were adjudged worthy of death; but their 
attention was principally cbiifined to the defence 
of the perfon and property of the fubjed. 
According to the ftrange jurifpriklente of the 
times, the guilt of blood liiight be redeemed 
by a/ fine ; yet the 'high price of nine hundred 
pieces of gold declares a juft fciife of the value 
of a firaple citizen. Lefs atrociolis ihjuries, i 
wound , a- fradure , a blow , an opprobrious 
Vord ^ were meafured with fcrupulous and 
' almoft ridiculous dilieerice ; and the prudence of 

the legiflatOr encouraged t;he ignoble pfadlice of 
bartering honour and revenge for a pecuniary 
. compenfation. The ignorance of the Lombards ^ 
in the ftate of Paganifm or Chriftianity, gavfe 
implicit credit to the malice and mifchief of 
witchcraft ; but the judges of the feventeentll 
century might have been inftruded and con- 
founded by the wifdoni of Rdtharis ^ who 
derides the abfurd fuperftitipn , and'pfoteds the 
Vretched vidims Of populat or judicial cruelty *'. 
The fame fpirit of a legiflator, fuperior to his 
age and country ^ may be afcribed to Luitpfand, 
who condemns , Mrhile he tolerates , the impious 
and inveterate abufe of duek ^' , pbferving from 

his 
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his own* experience, that the juftef caufe had chaK 
ofteti been opprelfed by fuccefsfiil violence, xiy* 
Whatever merit may be difcovercd iii the laws 
of the Lombards , they are the genuine fruit of 
the reafon of the Barbarian?, who never admitted 
the Biihops of Italy to a feat in their legiflative 
courtcilsJ* But the fudceffion of their kings is 
marked with virtue and ability ; the troubled 
feries of their annals is adorned with fair intervals 
t)f peace , ordef j and domeftic happincfs ; and ' < 

the Italians enjoyed a milder and more equitable 
government ^ than any of the other kingdoms 
which had been founded on the tuins of the 
Weftern Empire "* 

Amidft the arms of the Lombards ^ and uttdef Mifety «t 
the defpotifm of the Greeks, we again enquire ^*'"*** 
into the fate of Rome ^*, which had, reached » 
about the dofe of the fixth century , the loweft.^ 
period of her depreffioii. By the removal of the feat 
of empire ^ and the fucceffive lofs of the provinces, 
the fources of public and pdvatc Opulence Were 
cxhaufted; the lofty tree^ under whofe Ihade the 
nations of the earth had repofed , was deprived 
of its leaves and branches ^ and the faplefs trunk 
was left to wither on the ground. The minifters 
of command ^ and the meffertgers of victory , 
no longer met on the Appian and Fliartiinian way j 
and the hoftile approach of the Loifabards wa^ 
often felt and continually fe^cd. The inhabits 
ants of a pdtent and peaceful capital, who viftc 
without an anxious thought the garden of the 
adjacent country , will faintly pidure.in their fancy 
Vol. Vm. K 
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CHAP, the diftrefs of the Romans : they (hut or opened 
XLV. their gates with a trembling hand, beheld from 
the walls the flames of their houfes, and heard 
the lamentations of their brethren who were cou- 
pled together like dogs , and dragged away into 
diftant flavery beyond the fca and the mountains. 
Such inceffant alarms muft annihilate the pleafures 
and interrupt the labours of a rural life; and the 
Campagna of Rome was fpeedily reduced . to 
the ftate of a dreary wildernefs., in which ^the 
land is barren , the waters arc impure , and the 
air is infedious. Curiofity and ambition no longer 
attradled the nations to the capital of the world : 
but if chance or neceflity direded the fteps of a 
wandering ftranger , he contemplated -with horror 
the vacancy and folitude of the city, and- might 
be tempted to afk , where is the fenate , and 
where are the people. In a feafon of exceflive 
rains , the Tyber fwelled above its banks , and 
ruflied with irrcfiftible violence into the vallies of 
the feven hills. A peftilential difeafe arofe from 
the ftagnation of the deluge, and fo rapid was the 
• contagion, that fourfcore perfons expired in an 
iiour in the midft of a (bkmn proceffion, which 
ippjored tine mercy of heaven '*. A fociety in 
which marriage is encouraged and induftry pre- 
vails , foon repairs the accidental lofles of pefti- 
Jence and war;, but as the far greater part of the 
Romans was condemned . to hopelefs indigence 
and celibacy , the depopulation was conftant and 
vifible, and the gloomy enthufiafts might exped 
•tja.e approachii^g failure of the human race '*. Yet 
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the number of citizens ftill exceeded the njeafure c j( A h 
of fubfiftencei their precarious food was fupplied ii/V* 
from the harvefts of Sicily or Egypt; ahd the fre- 
quent repetition of famine betrays the inattention 
of th^ emperor to a diftant province. The edifices 
of Rome were expofed to the fame ruin and decay : 
the mouldering fabrics '^vere eafily overthrown 
by inundations , tempefts , and earthquakes i and 
the monks who had occupied the moft advanta- 
geous ftations , exulted in their bafe triurtiph over 
the ruins pf antiquity *\ It is commonly believ- 
ed , that pope Gfegoiy the firft attacked th^ 
temples and mutilated, the ftatues of the city; 
that , by the command of the Barbariart , the Pa- 
latine library was reduced to alhes , and that thd 
hiftofy of Livy was thcs peculiar mark of his 
abfurd and mifchiev6us fanaticifm. The writings 
of Gregory himfelf reveal his implacable averfiort 
to the monuments 6i cUfftc genius ; and he points 
his fevfcreft cenfute againft the profane learning of 
a bifhop , who taiigbt the art of grammar , ftu- 
died the Latin poets , and pTonbunced with the 
fame voice the praifes of Jupiter and thofe of 
Cbrift. But the etiderice trf his deftrudive ragef 
is doubtful and decent*: the Temple of Peace , o;^ 
the theatre of Marcel Jufs , have been deiholilhecJ 
by the fjow o|yef ation <rf ages , and a fofmal pro-' 
fcription VSrould have* rilultiplied the copies of Vir- 
gil and LiVy in the countries which ^ere iioi 
fubjed to the eeclefiaftical did^tor **. 

Like Thebes,' of Babylon, of Csitth^e, iht 'Ti^^ imiis 
name of Rome might have been brazed froxpL^tbc ^i^^mw 
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^ H A p. earth 5 if die city bad not been animated by a 
XLV. vital principle, which again reftorcd her to 'ho- 
nour and dominion. A vague tradition Avas em- 
braced, that two Jewifli teachers, a tent-maker, 
and a fifherman. Had formerly been executed in 
the circus of Nero , and at the end of five 
hundred years their genuine or fiAitious relics 
were adored zs the Palladium of Chriftian Rome. 
The pilgrims of the Eaft and Weft reforted to 
the holy threlhold; but the fhrines of tlie apof- 
tles were guarded by miracles and' invifible ter* 
rors ; and it was not without fear that the pious 
Catholic approached the objeft of his worihip. 
It was fatal to touch, it was dangerous to be- 
hold , the bodies of the faints ; and thofe who 
from the purefk motives prefumed to difturb the 
repofe of the fandluary, were affrighted by vi^ 
fions, or puniftied with fudden death. The un- 
reafonable requeft of an emprefs , who wilhed to 
deprive the Romans of their facred treafure , the 
head of St. Paul, was rejeded with the deepeft 
abhorrence ; and the pope afferted, moft probably 
with truth, that a linen which had been fandifi- 
cd in the neighbourhood of* his body, or the 
filings of his chain , whichJt was fometimes eafy 
and fometimes impoflible to obtain, poffeffed ari 
equal degree of miraculous virtue *\ But the 
power as well as virtue of the apoftles refided 
with living energy in the breaft of their fuccef- 
fors; and the chair of St Peter was filled under 
the reign of Maurice by the firft and greateft of 
the name of Gregory **. His grandfather Felix 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 13J 

had himfelf been pope, and as the bifhops vrerc c H A F» 
already bound by the law of celibacy, his con- xlv. 
fecration muft have been preceded by the death Binh and 
of his wife. The parents of Gregory, ^ylvi^ , oS^tr^ 
and'Gordian, were the nobleft of the fenate and Roman, 
the moft pious of the church of Rome ; his female 
relations were numbered among the faints and 
virgins; and his own figure with thofe of his 
father and mother were reprefented near three 
hundred years in a family portrait **, which he 
offered to the monaftcry of St. Andrew. The 
defign and colouring of this pidlure -afford an 
honourable teftimony, that the art. of painting 
was cultivated by the Italians of the fixth centu- 
ry; but the moft abjedl ideas muft be entertained 
of their tafte and learning, fmce the epiftles of 
Gregory, his fermons , and his dialogues, arc 
the work of a man who was fecond in erudition 
to none of his contemporaries ** : his birth and abi- 
lities had raifed him to the office of praefedl of 
the city, and he enjoyed the merit of renouncing 
\the pomp and vanities of this world. His ample 
patrimony was dedicated to the foundation of 
feven monafteiies *', one in Rome **, and fix in 
Sicily; and it was the wifli of Gregory that he 
might be unknown in this life, and glorious only 
in the next. Yet his devotion , and it might be 
lincere, purfued the path which would have been 
chofcn by a crafty and ambitious ftatefman. The 
talents of Gregory , and the fplendour which ac- 
companied his retreat, rendered him dear and 
ufefut to the church ; and implicit obedience bas 
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|i If A 9f been ajways inculcated as the firft duty of a: 
xj-y. monfe;. As foon as he bad received the charac- 
ter of deacon, Gregory \yas fent to refide at the 
Byzantine court, the nuncio or minifter of the 
apoftolic fee; and he boJdIy affumed, in the name 
pf St, Peter , a tone of independient dignity, 
which would have been criminal and dangerous 
in the moft illuftrious layman of the empire. He 
returned to Rome with a juft cncreafe of reputa- 
Ition , and after a (hort cxercife of the monaftic 
virtues , he was dragged from the cloyfter to the 
papal throne, by the unanin|ous voice of the 
fDlergy, the fenate, and the people. He alone 
refilled, or feemed to refill, his owo elevation; 
and his humble petition , that Maurice would be 
pleafed to rejed the chpiceof the Romans, coujd 
only ferye to exalt his character in the eyes of 
the emperor and the piiblic. When the fatal 
laiandate was proclaimed, Gregory folicited the 
^id of fome friendly merchants to convey him ia 
^ baflcet beyond the gates of Rome, and mo- 
deftly concealed himfelf fome days among the 
woods ajid mountains, till his retreat was difco- 
vered', as it is faid, by a celeftial light, 
IPo^tiBcate pf The pontificate of Gregory the Great ^ which 
prcgory the jafted thirteen years fix months and ten days , is 
Firft,* PP© of the mo(l edifying periods of the hiftory 

A. D. ^?o, of the church. His virtues , and even his faults, 
A.f)""J-l» a fmgular mixture of fimplicity and cunning, of 
ftl^fFch IS. pride and humility, of fenfe and fuperftition , 
were happily fuited to his ftation and to the 
tpmper of the times. In his rival, the patriarch 

/ 
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of Conftantinople , he condemned the Anti-chrif- chap; 

tian title of univerfal bifhop , which the fqcceflbr ' XLV» 

of St. Peter was too haughty to concede , and 

too feeble to affumc; and the ecclefiaftical jurit 

didion of Gregory was confined to the triple Hi« fpirituii 

charader of bifhop of Rome, primate of Italy, *^®**» 

and apoftle of the Weft. He frequently afccndcd 

the pulpit, and kindled, by his rude though pa^ 

thetic eloquence , the congenial pafllons of his 

audience: the language of the Jewifli prophets . 

was interpreted and applied, and the minds of 

a people, deprefled by their prefent calamities, 

were diredled to the hopes and fears of the in- 

vifible world. His precepts and example defined 

the model of the Roman liturgy '•; the diftribu- 

tion of the parifhes , the calendar of feftivals , the 

order of proceflions, the fervice pf the priefts 

and deacons , the variety and change of facer* 

dotal garments. Till the laft days of his life, 

he officiated in the canon of the mafs , which 

continued above three hours ; the Gregorian 

chant '* has preferved the vocal and inftrumental 

mufic of the theatre, and the rough voices of 

the Barbarians attempted to imitate the melody 

of the Roman fchool ^\ Experience had (hewn 

him the efficacy of thefe folemn and pomp#us 

rites, to foothe thediftrefs, to confirm the faith, 

to mitigate the fiercenefs , and to difpel the dark 

enthufiafm of the vulgar, and he readily forgave 

their tendency to promote the reign of priefthood 

and fuperftition. The bifhops of Italy and the 

adjacent iflands acknowledged the Roman pontilF 

K4 
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<g If A p. as their fpecial metropolitan. Even the exiftencc^ 
XI»V» the union , or the tranflation of epifcopal feats^ 
. was decided by his abfolutc difcretion: and his 
fuccefsful inroads into the provinces of Greece, 
of Spain , and of Gaul , might countenance the 
more lofty pretenfions of fucceeding^ popes. He 
jnterpofed to prevent the abufes of popular elec* 
tions; his jealous care maintained the purity of 
faith and difcipline, and the apoftolic Ihepherd 
afliduoufly watched over the faith and difcipline 
of the fubordinate paftors. Under his reign, the 
Arians of Italy and Spain were reconciled to the 
^ Catholic church, and the conqueft of Britain 
rcfleds lefs glory on the name of Caefar, than 
on that of Gregory the Firft. Inftead of fix le- 
gions, forty monks were embarked for that dif- 
tant ifland , and the pontiff lamented the auftcrC 
duties which forbade him to partake the perils 
of their fpiritual warfare. In lefs than two years 
he could announce to the archbiihop of Alex? 
andria, that they had baptifed the king of Kent 
with ten thoufend of his Anglo-Saxons, and that 
the Roman miflionaries, like thofe of the primi^ 
tive church , were armed only with fpiritual and 
fupernatural powers. The credulity or the pru-: 
4eiy:e of Gregory was always difpofed to con- 
firm the truths of religion by the evidence of 
ghofts, miracles, and refurrecJlions ^\ and pofteri- 
ty has paid to his memory the fame tribute^ 
which he freely granted to the virtue of his own 
or the preceding generation. The celeftjal ho-* 
noyrvS have bew liberally beftowed by the authority 
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of die popes, but Gregory is the lad of their chap. 
ojvn order whom they have prefumed to infcribe xlv. 
in the calendar of faints. 

Their temporal power infenfibly arofe from and temporal 
the calamities of the times : and the Roman 6«w>««n»» 
biftiops , who have deluged Europe and Afia 
with blood , were compelled to reign as the 
minifters of charity and peace. I. The church 
of Rome, as it has been formerly obferved , 
•was endowed with ample poffeflions in Italy, 
Sicily , and the more diftant provinces ; and 
her agents , who were commonly fubdeacons , 
had acquired a civil, and even criminal, jurif- 
didion over their tenants and hulbandmen. The Ms cftatcs^ 
fucceffor of St. Peter adminiftcrcd his patrimonj^ 
with the temper of a vigilant and moderate land- 
lord '*; and the epiftles of Gregory are filled 
with falutary inftrudlions to abftain from doubt- 
ful or vexatious law-fuiu ; to preferve the inte- 
giuty of weights and meafures ; to grant every 
reafooable delay , and to reduce the capitatio^n 
of the flaves of the glebe, who purchafed the 
right of marriage by the payment of an arbitrary 
fine '*. The rent or the produce of thefe eftate& 
was tranfported to the mouth of the Tyber, at 
the rifle and cxpence of the pope: in the ufe of 
wealth, he adcd like a faithful fteward of the 
church and the poor, and liberally applied to 
their wants, the incxhauftible refources of abfti- 
nence and order. The voluminous account of his ^ 

receipts and diftjurfements was kept above three 
hundred years in the Lateran , as the model d 
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CHAP. Chriftian oeconomy. On the four great feftivals, 
xtv^ he divided their quarterly allowance to the 

and alms. clergy, to his domeftics, to the monafteries, the 
churches, the places of burial; the alms-houfes 
and the hofpitals of Rome , and the reft of the 
diocefe. On the firft day of every month, he 
di/lributed to the poor, according to the feafon, 
their ftated portion of corn, wine, cheefe , veget- 
ables, oil, filh, frefh provifions, clothes, and 
money ; and his treafurers were continually fum- 
moned to fatisfy, in his name, the extraordinary 
demands of indigence and merit. The inftant 
diftrefs of the fick and helplefs , of ftrangers and 
pilgrims , was relieved by the bounty of each 

^ ^ay, and of every hour; nor would the pontiff 

indulge himfelf in a frugal repaft, till he had 
fent the diflies from his own table to fome objefts 
deferving of hii compaffion. The mifery of the 
, times had reduced the nobles and matrons of 
Rome to accept, without a blufti , the benevo- 
lence of the church: three thoufand virgins receiv- 
ed their food and raiment from the hand of their 
tfenefadlor; and many bilhops of Italy efcaped 
from the Barbarians to the hofpitable threfhold 
of the Vatican. Gregory might juftly be ftyled 
the Farther of his Country; and fuch was the 
extreme fenfibility of his ' confcience , that, for 
the death of a beggar who had periflied in the 
ftreets , he interdidled himfelf during feveral days 
from the exercife of facerdotal fundions* II' 
The misfortunes of Rome involved the apoftoli- 
cal paftor in the bufmefs of peace and war; and 
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it might be doubtful to bimfelf , whether piety chap* 
or ambition prompted him to fupply the place v xtv. 
of his abfent fovereign, Gregory awakened the 
emperor from ^ long flumber, expofed the guilt 
or incapacity of the exarch and his inferior 
miniflers , compJained that the veterans were 
withdrawn from Rome for the defence of Spoleto* 
encouraged the Italianf to guard their cities and 
altars; and condefcended, in the crifis of danger, 
to name the tribunes, and to direft the operations 
of the provincial troops. But the martial fpirit 
of the pope was checked by the fcruples of 
humanity and religion: the impofition of tribute^ 
though it was employed in the • Italian war , he 
freely condemned as odious and oppreflivc ; 
whilft he proteded againft the Imperial edids, 
the pious cowardice of the foldicrs who deferted 
a military for a monaftic life. If we may credit 
his own declarations, it would have been eafy 
for Gregory to exterminate the Lombards by 
their domeftic fadlions, without leaving a king, 
a duke, or a count, to fave that unfortunate 
nation from the vengeance of their foes. As a 
Chriftian bifhop, he preferred the falutary offices 
of peace; his mediation appeafed the tumult of 
arms; but he was too confcious of the arts of 
the Greeks, and the paffions of the Lombards, 
to engage bis facred promife for the obfervance 
of the truce. Difappointed in the hope of a, 
general and lading treaty, he prefumed to fave 
his country without the confent of the emperor 
or the e^afcji. The fword of the eni^my was 
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Chap, fufpcndcd over Rome; it was averted by the 
TCtr. mild eloquence and feafonable gifts of the pontiff, 
The faviour f ^y^Q commanded the refpedl of heretics and 
Barbarians. The merits of Gregory were treated 
by the Byzantine court with reproach and infult; 
but in the attachment of a grateTul people, he 
found the pureft reward of a citizen, and the 
beft right of a fovereign ". 



X 
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CHAP. XL VI, 



"Revolutions of Perfia after the Death of Chofroes or 
Nushirvan. — His Son Hormouz^ a Tyrant ^ is de* 

pafeiL—Ufurpation of Bahram. — Flisfht and Reflo^ 
ration of Chofroes IL — His Gratitude to the RomanSm 
•^The Chagan of the Avars. — Revolt of the Army 
againft Maurice, — His Death. — Tyranny of l^hocas,-^ 
Elevation ofHeracUus . — The ferjian War, — Chofroes 

fubdues Syria , Egypt , and Afia M/nor.-^Siege of 
Conjiantinople by the Perfans and Aoars — Perfian 
Expeditions.^ V ivories and Triumph of Her aclius. 



X HE conflia of Rome and Perfia was pro- chap, 
longed from the death of Craffus to the reign of xLVr. 
Heraclius. An experience of feven hundred years Conteft of 
might convince the rival nations of the impoffi- p^^^*'*'* 
bility of maintaining their conquefts beyond the 
fatal limits of the Tigris and Euphrates. Yet the 
emulation of Trajan and Julian was awakened 
by the trophies of Alexander, and the fovereigns 
of Perfia indulged the ambitious hope of reftor«* 
ing the empire of Cyrus \ Such extraprdinary 
efforts of power and courage will always com- 
mand the attention of pofterity ; but the events 
by which the fate of nations is not aiaterially 
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CHAP. 
XL VI. 



Conqneft of 
Yemen by 
Nui^hirvan, 
A. D. f7o, 
Ac, 



changed, leave a faint impreflion on the page 
of hiftory , and the patience of the reader would 
be exhaufted by the repetition of the fame hofti- 
lities , undertaken without caufe , profecuted 
without glory, and terminated without efFedt 
The arts of negociation , unknown to ,the fimple 
greatnefs of the fenate and the Caefars , were afli- 
duoufly cultivated by the Byzantine princes ; and 
the memorials of thdr perpetual embaffies * re- 
peat, with the fame uniform prolixity, the lan- 
guage of falfehood and declamation , the info- 
lencc of the Barbarians, and the fervile tempei? 
of the tributary Greeks. Lamenting the barren 
fuperfluity of materials, I have ftudied to com- 
prefs the narrative of thefe uninterefting tranf- 
adions : but the juft Nulhirvan is ftill applauded 
as the model of Oriental kings , and the ambition 
of his grandfon Chofroes prepared the revolution 
of the Eaft, which was fpeedily accomplilhed 
by the arms and the religion of the fucceffors 
of Mahomet. 

In the ufelefs altercations , that precede and 
juftify the quarrels of prinqes, the Greeks and the 
Barbarians accufed each other of violating the 
peace which had been concluded between the twof 
fempires about four years before the death of 
Juftinian. The fovereign of Perfia and Indii 
afpired to I'educe under his obedience the pro- 
vince of Yemen of Arabia ' Felix , the diftant 
land of myrrh and frankincenfe , which had efcaped^ 
rather than oppofed , the conquerors of the Eaft^ 
Alter the defeat of Abrahab mider the wali^ of 
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Mecca, the difcordof bis fons and brothers gave chap. 
an cafy entrance to the Ferfians : they chaced the xt vx. 
ftrangers of Abyflinia beyond the Red Sea ; and 
a native prince of the ancient Homerites was 
reftored to the throne as the vaffal or viceroy 
©f the great Nufhirvan. *. But the nephew of 
Juftinian declared his refolution to avenge the in- 
juries of hisChriftian ally the prince of Abyflinia, 
as they fuggefted a decent pretence to difcontinue 
the annual tribute^ which was poorly difguifed 
by the name of penfion. The churches of Pert 
arxneoia were oppreffed by the intolerant fpirit 
of the Magi ; they fecretly invoked the protedor 
of the Chriftians, and after the pious murder of 
their fatraps , the rebels were avowed and fup- 
ported as the brethren and fubjeds of the Roman 
emperor. The complaints of Nulhirvan were 
difregarcTed by the Byzantine court ; Juftin yield- 
ed to the importunities of the Turks , who offered 
an alliance againft the common enemy ; and the 
Perfian monarchy was threatened at the fame , 
indant by the united forces of Europe » of Ethio- 
pia, and of Scythia. At the age of fourfcore; 
the fovereign of the Eaft would perhaps have 
chofen the peaceful enjoyment of his glory and 
greatnefe : but as foon as war became inevitable, ^^ Jaft ^»^ 
he took the iicld with the alacrity of youths whilft mLs\ 
the aggreffor trembled in the palace of Conftai> a. d. 572> 
tinople. Nufhirvan , or Chofroes , conduded in ^* 
perfon the fiege of Dara} and akhough that im- 
portant fortrefs had been left deftitute of troops 
f^n4 magazines^ the vakmr.of the inhi^itacirts refifted 
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CHAP, above five months the archers ^ the elephants , 
xlvi. and the military engines of the great king* In 
the mean while his general Adarman advanced 
from Babylon , traverfed the defert , -paflred the 
Euphrates, infulted the fuburbs of Antiocb, re- 
duced to a(hes the city of Apamea , and laid the 
fpoils of Syria at the feet of hi^ mafter , whofe 
perfeverance in the midft of winter at length 
fubverted the bulwark of the Eaft. But thefe 
lofTes , which aftonilhed the provinces and the 
court, produced a falutary effect in the repent* 
ance and abdication of the emperor Juftin : a new 
fpirit arofe in the Byzantine coiincils ; and a truce 
of three years was obtained by the prudence of 
Tiberius, That feafonable interval was employed 
in the preparations of war ; s^nd the voice of ru* 
mour proclaimed to the world, that from the 
diltant countries of the Alps and the Rhine , from 
Scythia , Maefia , Pannonia , Illyricum , and Ifau* 
ria , the ftrength of the Imperial cavalry was rein* 
forced with one hundred and fifty thoufand fol- 
diers. Yet the king of Perfia, without fear, or 
without faith, refolved to prevent the attack of 
the enemy : again paffed the Euphrates , and dit 
miffing the ambaffadors of Tiberiu«, arrogantly 
commanded them to await his arrival at Caefareal, 
the metropolis of the Cappadocian provinces. 
The two armies encountered each other in the 
battle of Melitene i the Barbarians , who darken- 
ed the air widi a cloud of arrows, prolonged their 
Jine, and extended their wings acrofs the plain; 
Vfhile tie Romans, in deep and folid bodies, 

expe^^i^ 
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cxpedled Co prevail in clofer adion, by the weight c h a r* 
of their fwotds and lances* A Scythian chief, xLVf. 
who comnaanded their right wing, fuddenly turn- 
ed the fknk of the enemy , attacked their rear- 
guard in the prefence of Chofroes^ penetrated to 
the midft of the camp, pillaged the rOyal tent^ 
profaned the eternal fire ^ loaded a train of camels 
with the fpoils of Afia, cut his way through the 
Perfian hoft> and returned with fongs of vidlory 
to hisfri-ends, who had confumed the day infmgle 
combats or ineffedlual fkirmiflies. The darknefs of 
the night j and the foparation of the Romans, 
afforded the Perfian monarch an opportunity oif 
revenge ; and one of their camps was fwept away 
by a rapid and impetuous affault. But the review 
of his lofs, and the confciodfnefs of his danger, 
determined Chofroes to a fpeedy retreat*, he burnt, 
in his paffage , the vacant town of Melitene ; and, 
without confulting the fafety of his troops, boldly 
fwam the Euphrates on the back of an elephant. 
After this unfuccel!sful campaign , the want of 
magazines, and perhaps fome inroad of the Turks, 
obliged hirh^to dilband or divide his forces; the 
Roma^ns were left mafters of the field, and theif 
general Juftiniati , advancing to the relief of tha 
Perfarmenian rebels, ereded his ftandard on the 
banks of the Araxes. The great Pompey had 
formerly halted within three days march of the 
Cafpian * : that inland fea was explored , for the 
firft time , by an hoftile fleet *, and feventy thou- 
fand captives were tranfplanted from Hyrcania to 
the iQe of Cyprus* On the return of fpring , 
Vol. VllL L 
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CHAP. Jttftinian dcfcended into the fertile plains of Aflyi- 
XLvi^ ria, the flames of \var approached the refidencc 
Hi$ death, of Nuftiirvan , the indignant monarch funk into 
A- ID. S7f . ^jj^ grave , and his laft edict reftrainei his fuc>- 
ceffors from expofmg their perfon in a battle 
agaiaft the Romans. Yet tjie memory of this 
tranfient affront w^is loft in the glories of a long 
reign ; and his formidable enemies , after indulg- 
ing their dream of conqueft, again folicited a 
fliort refpite from the calamities of war ^. 
Tyranny and ' The throne of Chofroes Nulhirvan was filled 
vices of his by Hormouz , or Hornaifdas , the eldeft or the 
ttoui*^'' moft favoured of his fons. With the kingdoms 
A. D. of Perfia aod India , he inherited the reputatioa 
579 590. j^jjj example of his father, the fervice, in every 
rank , of his wife and valiant officers , and a 
general fyftem of adminiftration ^ harmonifed by 
time and political wifdom to promote the hap- 
pinefs of the prince and people. But the royai 
youth enjoyed a ftill more valuable bleffing, the 
friendfhip of a fage who had prefided over his 
education , and wllo always preferred the honour 
to the intereft of his pupil , his intereft to hig 
inclination. In a difpute with the Greek and 
Indian philofophers , Buzurg ' had once main- 
tained, that the moft grievous misfortune of life 
is old age without the remembrance of virtue; 
and our candour will prefume that, the fame 
principle compelled him , during three years , to 
dired; the councils of the Perfian empire. His 
zeal was rewarded by the gratitude and docility 
of Hormguz^ whp acknowledged himfelf more 
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indebted tto his preceptor thail to his parent ; but chap. 
when age and labour had impaired the ftrength XLVU 
and perhaps the faculties of this prudent coun- 
felior, he retired from court, and abandoned 
the youthful monarch to his own paffions and 
thofe of his favourites. By the fatal vieiffitude 
of human affairs , the fame fcenes werfe renewed 
at Ctefiphon -5 which had be^n exhibited in 
Rome after the death of Marcus AntoninjiiSi 
The minifters of flattery and corruption, whb had 
beeit baniflied by the father, were recalled and 
cherifh^d by the fon; the difgrace and exile of 
the friends of NiifhirVan eftablilhed their tyrann)^; 
and virtue was driven by degrees from the naind 
of Horhiduz , from his palace y and from the 
^government of the ftatCi The faithful agents > 
the eyes and ears of th^ king, informed him of 
the progrefs cflF diforder, that the provincial 
governors flew to theit* prey with the fierceneff 
of lions and eagles , and that their tapine and 
injufticfe would teach the molt loyal of his fub- 
jedls to abhor the name and authority of theif 
fovereign. The fincerity of this advice was 
|)unithed with death, the murmurs of the cities 
were defpifed j their tumults wer(^ quelled by 
ftiilitary execution ; the interriiediate poWers be- 
tween the tht-one and the people were abolilhed 5 
knd the childifh vanity of Holrmbut^ who afFed- 
ed the daily u(6 of the tiara j ^Vas fdnd of de-= 
clarliig, that he alone would be the judge ia§ 
well as the thafter of his kingdom. In every 
\f0rd9 and in evtry ai^bn^ the fon of Nulhiryaj} 
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CHAP, degenerated from the virtues of his father. His 
XLVI. avarice defrauded the troops ; his jealous caprice 
degraded the fatraps : the palace , the tribunals , 
the waters of the Tigris, were ftained with the 
blood of the innocent, and the tyrant exulted in 
the fufferings and execution of thirteen thoiifand 
Vidtims. As the excufe of his cruelty , he fome* 
times condefcended to obferve, that the. fears of 
the Perfians would be produdive of hatred , and 
that their hatred muft terminate in rebellion; but 
he forgot that his own guilt and folly had in- 
fpired the fentiments which he deplored, and 
ptepared the event which he fo juftly appre- 
hended. Exafperated by long and hopelefs op- 
preflion, the provinces of Babylon, Sufa, and 
Carmania, eredted the. ftandard of revolt; and 
the princes of Arabia, India, and Scythia» re- 
fufej the cuftomary tribute to* the unworthy 
fucceffor of Nulhirvan. The arms of the Ro- 
mans , in flow fieges and frequent inroads , afflidt- 
cd the frontiers of Mefopotamia and Aflyria; 
t)ne of their generals profefled himfelf the dif- 
ciple of Scipio , and the foldiers were animated 
by a miraculous image of Chrift, whofe mild 
afpedl fliould never have been difplayed in the 
front of battle *. At the fame time, the eaftern 
provinces of Perfia were invaded by the great 
khan, who paffed the Oxus at the head of 
three or four hundred thoufand Turks. The 
imprudent Hormouz accepted their perfidious 
and formidable aid; the cities of Khoraian or 
Badlriana were commanded to Qptn their gates ; 
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the march of the Barbarians towards the moun- chap, 
tains of Hyrcania, revealed the correfpondence xlvi. 
of the Turkifh and Roman arms; and theii* 
union muft have fubverted the throne of the 
houfe of Saffan. 

Perfia had been loft by a king; it was faved Sj|f^\'' 
by an hero. After his revolt , Varanes or a. d. ssa 
Bahram is ftigmatifed by the fon of Hormouz 
as an ungrateful flave : the proud and ambiguous 
reproach of defpotlfm, fince he was truly de- 
fcended from the ancient princes of Rei ", one 
of the feven families whofe fplendid, as well as 
fubftantial , prerogatives exalted them above the 
heads of the Perfian nobility ". At the fiege of 
Dara , the valour of Bahram was fignalifed 
under the eyes of Nufhirvan , and both the father 
and fon fucceflively promoted him to the com- 
mand of armies, the government of Media, and 
the fuper in tend ence of the palace. The popular 
predidlion which marked him as the deliverer 
x>{ Perfia, might be infpired by his paft viftories 
and extraordinary figure: the epithet piubin is 
^xprefllve of the quality orf dry wood; he had the 
ftrength and ftature of a giant, and his favage 
countenance was fancifully compared to that of 
a wild cat While the nation trembled , while 
f]ormouz difguifed his terror by the name of 
fufpicion, and his fervants concealed their dif- 
loyalty under the mafk of fear, Bahram alone 
tlifplayed his undaunted courage and apparent 
fidelity : and as foon as he found that no more 
than twelve thoufand foldiers would follow hina 

L.3 
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e H A F. againft the enemy, he prudently declared, that 
XhY\ to this fatal number heaven, bad referved the 
honours oFtbe triumph, The ftcep and narrow 
defcent of the Puk Rudbar ** cir Hyrcanian rock, 
is the only pafs through which an army caa 
penetrate into the territory of Rei and the pJains 
of Media. From the commanding heights, a 
band of refolute men might overwhelm with 
ftones and darts the myriads of the Turkifh hoft : 
their emperor and his fon were tranfpierced with 
arrows; and the fugitives were left, without 
COiinfel or provifions, to the revenge of an in* 
Jured people. The patriotifm of the Perfiaa 
general was ftimulated by his aflfecftion for the 
city of his forefathers ; in the hour of vidlory 
every peafent became a foldier, and every fol- 
dier an hero; and their ardour was kindled 
by the gorgeous fpedacle of beds, and thrones, 
and tables of maffy gold, the fpoils of Afia, 
'^d the luxury of the hoftile camp. A prince 
of a lefs malignant temper could not eafily 
have forgiven his benefador , and the fecret. 
hatred of Hormouz was envenomed by a malici- 
ous report, that Bahram had privately retained 
the moft precious fruits of his Turkiih vidory. 
But the approach of a Roman army on the fide 
of the Araxes compelled the implacable tyrant to 
fmile and to applaud; and the toils qf Bahram 
were rewarded with the permiffion of eacounter- 
ing ^ new enemy, by their Ikill and difcipline 
jrnore formidable than a Scythian multitude. 
Elated by his regent fuccefs , he difpatcbed aa 
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herald with a bold defiance to the camp of the chap. 
Romans ^ requeftin>g them to fix a day of battle , XLVi. 
and to chufe whether they woifld pafs the river 
themfelves , or allow a free paffage to the arms 
of the great king. The lieutenant of the em- 
peror Maurice preferred the fafer alternative, 
and this local circumftance , which would have . 
enhanced the victory of the Perfians , rendered 
their defeat more bloody and their efcape more 
difficult. But the lofs of his fubjeds , and th^ 
dangier of his kingdom, were overbalanced in 
the mind of Hormouz by the difgrace of hi$ 
perfonal enemy; and no fooner had Baliram col- 
ledted and reviewed his forces, than he received 
from a royal meffenger the infulting giit of a ^ 
diftaff, a fpinning- wheel , and a complete fuit 
of female apparel. Obedient to the will of hi« 
fovereign, he fhewed himfelf to the foldiers in 
this unworthy difguife : they refented his igno- 
miny and their own: a fhout of rebellion ran 
through the ranks, and the general accepted 
their oath of fidelity and vows of revenge. A 
fecond meffenger , who had been commanded to 
bring the rebel in chains , was trampled under 
the feet of an elephant, and manifeftos wereHiisei^- 
diligently circulated, exhorting the. Perfians to ^^^^^ 
affcrt their freedom againft an odious and conr 
temptiblc tyrant. The defedibn was rapid and 
univerfal : his loyal Haves were facrificed to the 
public fury; the troops deferted to the ftaadard 
of Bahram ; and the provinces again fahited: the 
deliverer of his country • 

L4 
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c H A r.^ As the paffes. were faithfully guarded , Hori 
.XLVi, mouz could only compute the number of his 
HormoH2 is enemies by the teftimony. of a guilty confcience^ 
immifoiiel ^"d the daily defedion of thofe who,^ in the 
hour of his diftrefs, avenged their wrongs, or 
forgot their obligations. He proudly difplayed 
the enfigns of royalty; but the city and palace 
of Modain had already efcaped from the hand 
of the tyrant. Among the vidims of his cruelty, 
Bindoes, a Saffanian. prince, had been caft into 
a dungeon : his fetters were broken by the zeal 
and courage of a brother; and he ftood before 
the king kt the head of thofe trufty guards, 
who had bqen chofen as the'minifters of his 
confinement, and perhaps of his death. Alarmed 
by the hafty intrufion and bold reproaches of 
the captive, Hormouz looked round, but in 
vain, for advice or affiftance; difcovcred that- 
his ftrcngth confifted in th^ obedience of others, 
und patiently yielded to the fingle arm of 
Bindoes., who dragged him from the . throne to 
the fame dungeon in which he himfelf.had beea 
fo lately confined. At. the firft tumult, Chofroes, 
the cldeft of the fons of Hormouz , efcaped from 
the city; he was pcrfuaded to retucn by the 
prefling and friendly invitation of Bindois, who 
promifed to feat him on his father's throne , and 
who expeded to reign under the name of an 
inexperienced youth. In the juft affilrarice, that 
his accomplices could neither forgive cnOr hope 
to be forgiven, and that every Perfian might 
be trufled a^ the judge and enemy of the tyraijt. 
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he inftituted a public trial without a precedent c H A F. 
and without a copy in the annals of the Eaft. XLVi. 
The fon of Nufhirvan , who liad requefted to 
plead in his own defence, was introduced as a 
criminal into the full afiembly of the nobles and 
fatraps '*. He was heard with decent attention 
as long as he expatiated on the advantages of 
order and obedience, the danger of innovation, 
and the inevitable difcord of thofe who had 
encouraged each other to trample on their lawful 
and hereditary fovcreign. By a pathetic appeal 
to their humanity, he extorted that pity which 
is feldom refufed to the fallen fortunes of a king; 
and while ^hey beheld the abjedl pofture and 
fqualid appearance of the prifoner, his tears, his 
chains , and the marks of ignominious ftripes , it 
"was impoflible to forget how recently they had 
adored the divine fplendour of his diadem and 
purple. But an angry murmur arofe in the 
affembly as foon as he prefumcd to vindicate 
,his condud, and to applaud the viftories of his 
reign. He defined the duties pf a king, and the 
Perfian nobles liftened with a fmile .of contempt; 
they were fired with indignation when he dared 
to vilify the charader of Chofroes; and by the 
indifcreet oiFer of refigning the fceptre to the 
fecond of his fons, he Tubfcribed his own con- ' 

dcmnatioii, and Sacrificed the life of his innocent 
favourite. The mangled bodies of thfi boy and 
his mother were^expofed to the people; the 
eyes of Hormouz'W^e pierced with a -hot needle; 
jmd the punifbmeut ctf the father wft$ Succeeded 

/ 
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CHAP, by the coronation of his eldeft fon. Chofrocs 
xtvi. had afccnded the throne without guilt , and his 
Elevation of piety ftfove to alleviate the mifery of the abdi- 
xoiu^ ^ " cated monarch ; from the dupgeon he removed 
Hormouz to an apartment of the palace, fupplied 
"with liberality the confolations of fenfual enjoy- 
ment, and patiently endured the furious fallies of 
his refentment and defpair. He might defpife the 
refentment of a blind and unpopular tyrant, but 
the tiara was trembling on his head, till he 
could fubvert the power, or acquire the friend- 
Ihip , of the great Bahram , who fternly denied 
the juftice of a revolution , in which himfelf and 
his foldiers, the true reprefentatives of Perfia, 
' had never been confulted. The offer of a general 

amnefty, and of the fedond rank in his kingdon*, 
was anfwered by an epiftle from Bahram friend 
of the gods , conqueror of men , and enemy of 
tyrants , the fatrap of fatraps , general of the 
Perfian armies, and a prince adorned with the 
title of eleven virtues '*. He commands Chofroes., 
the fon of Hormouz, to fliun the example and 
fate of his fatiier, to ccmfine the traitors who 
liad been releafed from their. chains, to depofit 
in fome holy place the diadem which he. had 
ufurped, and. to accept from .his gracious bene- 
fadlor the pardon of his faults and the government 
of a province. The rebel might not be\ proud, 
and the kmg moft affuredly was not humble ; 
but the one was confcioi^s ©f his ftrength, the 
other was ftnfible of- his weakneis ; and even the 
iaiodeft language <il his riply -ftijl left room for 
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treaty' and reconciliation; Chofroes led into the c h a f* 

field the flaves of the palace and the populace of XLVi. 

the capital : they beheld with terror* th^ banners 

of a veteran army; they were encompaffed and 

furprifed by the evolutions of the general; and 

the fatraps who had depofed Hormouz, received 

the punifliment of their revolt, or expiated theiit 

firft treafon by a fecond and more criminal aft 

of difloyalty. The life and liberty of Chofroes 

were faved , but he was reduced to the neceffity 

of imploring' aid or refuge in fome foreign land; 

;ind the implacable Bindoes , anxious to fecure 

an unqueftionable title, haftily returned to the Death oF 

palace, an^d ended, with a bow - firing , the ?^*"^**"^'" 

wretched exiftence of the fbn of Nufhirvan "- 

While Chofroes difpatched the preparations of Chofroes: Mu 
his retreat, he deliberated with his remaining *° '**^°" 
friends ** , whether he Ihould lurk in the vallies 
of Mount Caucafus , or fly to the tent* of tho' 
Turks, or folicit the protcdlion of\he emperor. 
The long emulation of the fucceffors of Arta- 
xerxes and Conftantine encrcafed his reludanco 
to appear as a fuppliant in a rival court ; but he 
weighed the forces of the Romans, and prudently 
confidered , that the neighbourhood of Syria 
would render his efcape more eafy and their 
fuccours more effedual. Attended only by his 
concubines , and a troop of . thirty guards , he 
fecretly departed from the capital, followed thft 
banks of the Euphrates, traverfcd the defert, 
^nd halted at the diftance of ten miles from 
Cireefium. About the third watch of the night. 
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c H a'p. the Romaa praefcdwas informed of his approach, 
XLTi. and he introduced the royal ftranger to the 
fortrefs at the dawn of day. From thence the 
king of Perfia was . conducted to the more 
honourable' refxdence of Hierapolis ; and Maurice 
diffcmbled his pride, and difplayed his benevo- 
lence , at the reception of the letters and 
ambaffadors of the grandfon of Nufhirvan. They 
humbly rcprefented the viciffitudes of fortune 
and the common intereft of princes, exaggerated 
the ingratitude of Bahram the agent of the evil 
principle., and urged, with fpecious argument, 
that it was for the advantage of the Romans 
themfclves to fupport the two monarchies which 
balance the world, the two great luminaries by 
whofc falutary influence it is vivified and 
adorned. The anxiety of Chofroes was foori 
relieved by the affurance, that the emperor had 
efpoufed the caufe of juftice and royalty; but 
Maurice prudently declined the expence and 
delay of his ufelefe vifit to Conftantinople. In 
the name of his generous benefador , a rich 
diadem was prefented, to the fugitive prince with 
an ineftimabie gift of jewels and gold ; a powers 
fell army was affembled on the frontiers of Syria 
• and Armenia, under the command of the valiant 
and faithful Narfes '^, and this general, of his 
own nation, and his own choice, was direded 
to pafs the Tigris, and never to fheath his fword 
VU: he had: reftored Chofroes to the throne of 
his anceftors. The enterprife, however Iplendid, 
vr^Ls le£$ arduous than it might appear. Ferfla 
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had already repented of her fatal raffinefs , which chap. 
betrayed the heir of the houfe of Saflan to the xlv«. 
ambition of a rebellious fubjed; and the bold ^is return, 
tefufal of the Magi to confecrate his ufurpation , 
compelled Bahram to affume the fceptre, regard- 
lefs of the laws and prejudices of the nation* 
The palace was foon diftraded with confpiracy, 
the city with tumult, the provinces with infur- 
redion; and the cruel execution of the guilty 
and the fufpeded^ ferved to irritate rather than 
fubdue the public difcontent. No fooner did the 
grandfon of Nufliirvan difplay his own and the ^ 

Roman banners beyond the Tigris ♦ than he Was ' ' ^ 
joined, each day, by the encreafmg multitudes 
of the nobility and people ; and as he advanced, 
he received from every fide the grateful offerings 
of the keys of his cities and the heads of his 
enemies. As foon as Modain was freed from the 
prefence of the ufurper, the loyal inhabitants 
obeyed the firft fummons of Mebodes at the 
head of Only two thoufand horfe , and Chofroes 
accepted the facred and precious ornaments of 
the palace as the pledge of their truth and a 
prefage of his approaching fuccefs. After the 
jundion of the Imperial troops , which Bahram 
vainly ftruggled to prevent , the conteft was 
decided by two battles on the banks of thel Zah> 
and the confines of Media. The Romans, with tod fiaai 
the faithful fubjedb of Perfia, amounted to fixty ^*^**'y- 
thoufand, while the whole force of the ufurper 
did not exceed forty thoufand men: the two 
generals fignalifed their valour and ability , bat 
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H H A r. the vidory >Vas finally detefmined by the pr6V9.^ 
Kh\l* lence of numbers and difcipliae. With the 
remnant of a broken ^rmy, Bgthram fled towards 
the eaftern provinces of the Oxus: this enmity of 
Death of Perfia reconciled him to the Turks ; but his 
(days. were fliortened by poifon, perhaps tlie moft 
incurable of poifons ; the flings of remorfe and 
defpair, and the bitter remembrance of loft gloryv 
Yet the modern Perfians ftill commemorate the 
exploits of Bahram ; and fome excellent laws 
havt prolonged the duration of his troubled and 
tranfitory reign. 
Reftoratioii ' The reftoration of Chofroes %vls cfelebratedt 
Ch^froel*^^ ^^ '^^^'^ feafts and executions ; and the mufic of the 
A. D. royal banquet was often diftutbed by the groans 
591-^603. ^f dying or mutilated criminals. A general par- 
don might have diffufed comfort and tranquillity 
through a country which had been jQiaken by 
the late revolutions ; yet j before the fanguinary 
temper of Chofroes is blamed , we fhould leatnt 
whether the Perfians had not been acciiftomed 
either to dread the rigour, or to defpife the 
weaknefs, of their fovcreign; The reVolt of 
Bahram ^ and the confpifacy of the fatraps , Mrere 
impartially punifhed by the revenge or juftice of 
the conqueror ; the merits of Bindoes himfelf 
could not purify his hand from the guilt of 
royal blood; and the fdh of Hormouz was 
defirous to affert his own innocence and to vin- 
dicate the fandity of kings. During the vigout 
of the Roman power , feveral |5rinces wete feated 
qn the throne of Ferfia by the arms and the 
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authority of the firft Caefars. But their new c h a p^ 
fubjeds were fooa difgufted -with the vice* or xlvi. 
virtues which they had imbibed in a foreign 
land J the inftability of their dominion gave birth 
to a vulgar obfervation , that the choice of 
Rome was folicited and rejeded with equal ardour * 

by the capricious levity of Oriental flaves ". 
But the glory of Maurice was confpicuous in the 
long and fortunate reign of his fan and his ally. 
A band of a thoufand Romans , who continued 
to guard the perfon of Chofroes , proclaimed his 
confidence in the fidelity of the ftrangefs ; his 
growing ftrength enabled him to difmifs this 
unpopular aid , but he fteadily profeffed the faraft 
-gratitude and reverence to his adopted father; 
and till the death - of Maurice , the peace and 
alliance of the two empires were faithfully main- 
tained. Yet the mercenary friendlhip of the ' 
Roman prince had been purchafed with coftly 
and important gifts : the ftrong cities of Martyro* 
poHs and Dara were reftored, and the Perfar- 
inenians became the w^illing fubjedts of an empire , 
whofe eaftern limit was extended, beyond the 
example of former times, as far as the banks of 
the Araxes and the neighbourhood of the Cafpian* 
A pious hope was indulged, that the church as well 
as the ftate might triumph in this revolution : but if 
Chofroes had fincerely liftened to the Chriftian 
bilhops, the impreffion was erazed by the zeal 
and eloquence of the Magi: if he was armed 
with philofophic indifference , he accommodated 
his belief J or rather his profeffions , to the various 
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Chap, circumftances of an exile and a fovereign. The 
Xivi. imaginary converfiOn of the king of Pcrfia was 
reduced to a local and fuperftitious veneration 
for Sergius *', one of the faints of Antioch , 
who heard his prayers and appeared to him in 
dreams ; he enriched the flirine with oflferings o( 
gold and filver, and afcribed to this invifible 
patron the fucccfs of hi$ arms , and the pregnancy 
of Sira , a devout Chriftian and the beft beloved 
of his wives **. The beauty of Sira, or Schirin", 
her wit , her mufical talents, are ftill famous iii 
' the hiftory or rather in the romances of the 
Eaft: her own name. is expreffive^ in thePerfian 
tongue, of fwcetnefs and grace; and the epithet 
of Parviz alludes to the charms of her royal 
lover. Yet Sira never fliared the paffion which 
flie infpired , and the blifs of Chofroes was tor- 
tured by a jealous doubt, that while he poffcffed 
her perfon , Ihe had bellowed her affedions on a 
meaner favourite **• 
Pride, policy. While thc majefty of the Roman name was 
and power of revived in the Eaft ^ the profpedl of Europe is 
of the Avars, lefs pleafiug and lefs glorious. By the departure 
A- ^' of the Lombards , and the ruin of the Gepidae , 
^5^ * the balance of power was deftroyed on the Da- 
nube; and the Avars fpread their permanent 
dominion from the foot of the Alps to the fea- 
coaft of the Euxine. The reign of fiaian is the 
brighteft aera of their monarchy ; their chagan , 
who occupied the ruftic palace of Attila, appears 
to have imitated his character and policy *' ;' but 
9is the fame fcenes were repeated in a fmallej: 

circje. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, i^r 

circle , a minute reprefentation of the copy chap; 
vrould be devoid of the greatnefs and novelty of XLVI. 
the priginal. The pride of the fecond Juftin , 
of Tiberius, and Maurice, was humbled by a 
proud Barbarian , more prompt to inflid, than 
expofed to fuffer , the injuries of war ; and as 
often as Afia was threatened by the Perfian 
arms, Europe was oppreffed by the dangerous 
inroads , or coftly friendihip , of the Avars 
When the Roman envoys approached the prefence 
of the chagan, they were commanded to wait at 
the door of his tent, till, at the end perhaps of 
ten or twelve days , he condefcended to admit 
them. If the fubftance or the ftyle of their 
xneffage was ofFenfive to his ear , he infulted , 4 
with real or affcdled fury, their own dignity, 
and that of their prince ; their baggage was 
plundered, and their lives- wcre*only faved by 
the promife of a richer prefent and a more 
refpedful ' addrcf>. But his facred ambaffadors 
enjoyed and abufed an unbounded licence in the 
midft of ConRantinople : they urged, with im-i 
portunate clamours , the increafe of tribute , or 
the reftitution of captives and deferters; and the 
majefty of the empire was alinoft equally degrad- 
ed by a bafe compliance, or by the hUt and 
fearful excufes , with which they eluded fuch 
infolent demands. The chagan had never feen an 
elephant; and his curiofity was excited by the^ 
flrange, and perhaps fabulous, portrait of that 
wonderful animal. At his command, one of the 
largeft elephants of the Imperial ftables was 
Vol. VIIL . M 
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QUA T. equipped with {lately caparifons , and conduced 
XLVi. by a numerous train to the royal village in the 
plains of Hungary. He furveyed the enormous 
beaft with furprife , with difguft , and pofldbly 
with terror ; and fmiled at the vain induftry . of 
the Romans , who , in fearch of fuch ufelefs 
rarities , could explore the limits of the land and 
fea. He wiihed, at the expence of the emperor, 
to repofe in a golden bed. The wealth of 
Conftantinople , and the fkilful diligence of her 
artifts , were inftantly devoted to the gratificatioa 
of his caprice ; but when the work was finiihed , 
' he rejedled with fcorn a prefent fo unworthy the 

majefty of a great king **. Thefe were the 
cafual fallies of his pride, but the avarice of the 
chagan was a more fteady and tradlable paffion : 
- a rich and regular fiipply of filk apparel , furni- 
ture , and plate % introduced the rudiments of art 
and luxury among the tents of the Scythians; 
their appetite was ftimulated by the pepper and 
i:innamon of India **; the annual fubfidy or tri- 
bute was raifed from fourfcore to one hundred 
and twenty thoufand pieces of gold ; and after 
each hoftile interruption , the payment of the 
arrears , with exorbitant intereft , was always 
made the firft condition of the new treaty. In 
the language of a Barbarian , without guile , the 
prince of the Avars affeded to complain of the 
infincerity of the Greeks **, yet he was not in- 
ferior to the moft civilized nations in the refine- 
ments of diffiraulation and perfidy. As the fuc- 
ceflbr of the Lombards, the chagan alferted his 
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claim to the important city of Sirmium ^ the c h a t. 
ancient bulwark of the, lUyrian provinces *^ The xlvi. 
plains of the Lower Hungary were covexed with 
the Avar horfe ^ and a fleet of large boats was 
built in the Hercynian .Wood, to descend the 
Danube, and to tranfport into the. Save the ma-* 
tcrials of a bridge. But, as the ftrong garrifon of 
Singidunum , which cppamanded the conflux of. 
the two rivers , might have ftopped their paflage 
and baffled his defigns , he difpelled their apprc-, 
li^nfions by a folemn oath , that. his views were 
not boftile to the empire* He fworeby his fword, 
the fymbol of the god of war , that he did not , 
as the enemy of Rome^j conftrudl a bridge upon 
the Save. " If I violate my path, " purfued the» 
intrepid Baian, " may I myfelf ^ and the laft of 
•^ my nation 5 pcrifh by the fword! may the 
*' heavens, and fire ^ the deity of the heavens, faH 
^' upon our heads! may the forefts ^nd maun* 
^' tains bury us in their ruins ! and the Save 
^^ returning j againft the laws of nature^; to. his 
" fource, overwhelm us in his angry, waters!'*, 
After this barbarous imprecation ,. he calmly 
enquired, what oath was moft facred and vene- 
rable among the Chriftians , what guilt of perjury 
it was moft dangerous to incur. The bifliop of 
Singidunum prefented the gofpel , which the 
chagan I'eceived with devout reverence. "Ifwear,'* 
faid he^ " by the God who has fpoken in this 
"holy book, that I have neither falfehood on 
," my tongue nor treachery in my hieart. ^ As 
foon as he rofe from his knees, he, accelerated 
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iJ H A p. the labour of the bridge, and difpatched an envoy 
XLYu to proclaim what he no longer wilhed to con- 
ceal. " Inform the emperor , " faid the perfidious 
Baian , ^' that Sirmium is invefted on every fide* 
^* Advife his prudence to withdraw the citizens 
•* and their cffeAs, and to refign a city" which it 
** is now impoffible to relieve or defend, " Withv 
out the hope of relief, the defence of Sirmium 
was prolonged above three years : the walls were 
ftill untouched ; but famine was inclofed within 
the walls , till a merciful capitulation allowed the 
cfcape of the naked and hungry inhabitants* 
Singidunwm, at the diftance of fifty miles, ex- 
perienced a more cruel fate: the buildings were 
razed , and the vanquiflied people was condemned 
to fervitude and exile. Yet the ruins of Sirmium 

^ are no longer vifible ; the advantageous fituation 

of Singidunum foon attradled a new colony of 
Sclavonians , and the conflux of the Save and 
Danube is ftill guarded by the fortifications of 
Belgrade, or the White C%, fo often and fo 
obftinately difputed by the Chriftian and 
Turkiih arms *'. From Belgrade to the walls 
of Conftantinople a line may be meafiiVed of 
fix hundred miltfs: that line was marked with 
flames and wi6h blood ; the horfes of the Avars 
were alternately bathed in the Euxine and the 
Adriatic ; and the Roman pontjff^ alarmed by the 
approach of a more favage enemy ** , was reduced 
to cherifli the Lombards as the protectors of Italy. 
The defpair of a captive, whom his country 
refufed lo ranfoip , difclofed to the Avars the. 
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invention and praAice of military engines ** , but c H a K 
in the firft attempts^ they were rudely framed , xlvi. 
and awkwardly managed ^ and the refiftance of 
Diocletianopolis and Beraea', of Philippopolis and 
Adrianople , foon exhaufted th« flcill arid patience 
of the befiegers. The warfare of Baian was that 
of a Tartar , yet his mind was fufceptible of a 
humafte and generous fentiment : he fpared 
Anchialus , whofe falutary \yater$ had reftored 
the healthr of the beft beloved of his wives ; and 
the Ramans confefs, that their ftarving army 
was fed and difmifTed by the liberality of a foe. 
His cixipire extended over Hungary , Poland , and 
Pruffia, from the mouth of the Danube to thaf 
of the Oder *'; and his new fubjcdls were divided 
and tranfplanted by the jealous policy of th* 
conqueror '*. The eaftern regions of Germany , 
which had been left vacant by the emigration of 
the Vandals, Nvere repleniflied with Sclavonian 
colonifts; the fame tribes are difcovered in the 
neighbourhood of the Adriatic and of the Baltic^ 
and with the n^me of Baian himf^lf^ the Illyrian 
cities of Neyfs and Liffa are again found iri the 
be^rt of Silefia. In the difpofilipn. both of hid 
troops and provinces, the chagan expofed the 
vaffals, whofe lives he difregarded ",'to the firft 
affault •, and the fwords of the enemy were blunted 
before they encountered tht native valour of 
the Avars. ^ 

The Perfian alliance reftored the troops of the wars of 
Eaft to the defence of Europe; and Maurice, ^**»"** 
who had fupported ten year^ die infolence of the Av»r», 

Mi 
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c rf A p; chagan , dcelared his rcfdlution to march in perfoh 
XL'vi; againft the Barbarians. la the fpace of two cen- 
A- D, turics , none of the fucceffors of Theodofius had 
4ijs COT,, .^ppeafed in :tlie' field, thoir lives were fupinely 
•fpent in' the palace of Conftantinople ; and the 
Greeks cotild no longer underftand , that the 
name of ipmpewr, in its primitive fenfe, denoted 
*ihe chief of tl>e armies of the' republic. The martial 
♦ardoar* of Maurice was opp6fed by the grave 
*|lattery *bf tie fenate, the timM fuperftition of 
the *p2ltriii"fch /'and the tears' of the emprefe 
•Conftantina ; and they all conjured him to devolve 
^n fonfi'e meaner general the fetigues and perils 
of a Scythiciii campaign. Deaf to their advice an(l 
entreaty ; the emperor boldly advanced ** fevea 
miles from thi capital; the facred enfign of the 
crofs was 'difplayed in the front, and Maurice 
reviewed , 'witlicorifcious pride, the arms and 
number^ 'ol'^tlh^ veterans, who had fought and 
conquered bcyohd the Tigris. Anchialus was 
the laft term*of 'his progrefs fcy fea and land; he 
folicited , 'witfebut 'fuccefs , a iriiraculo'us anfwel: 
%o his n6*6tin*hal prayets; his mind was confounded 
by the deaih^ofk favourite horfe, the encounter 
ef a vAld boar , a ftorm of wind and rain , and 
the birth of a'monftrous child; and he forgot that 
the beft of omens is, to unlheath our fwordin 
the defence of our GOuntry ^K Under the pret^rnce 
of receiving the anibafladors of Perfia , the 
emperor returned to Conftantinople, exchanged 
" the thoughts of war for thofd of devotion, and 
difappointed the public bofptf by -bis abfencc and 
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tfie ehoicie of tiis lieutenants. The blind partiality c hap. 
of fraternal love might excufe the promotion of XLVI. 
his brother Peter, who fled with equal difgrace 
from the Barbarians , from his . own foldiers , and * 
from the inhabitants oF a Ronian city. That city , 
if we may credit the reffemblance of name and 
diarader, was the famous Azimuntium *' , which 
had alone repelled the t^mpeft of. Attila. The 
example of her warlike youth was propagated to 
fucceeding generations ; and they obtained , from 
the firft or the fecond Juftin , an honourable 
privilege, that their valour fhould be always 
referved for the defence of their native country. 
The brother of Maurice attempted to violate this 
privilege, and to mingle a patriot band with the 
mercenaries of his camp ; they retired to the church, 
he was not awed by the fandlity of the place; the 
people rofe in their caufe , the gates were fhiit , 
the ramparts were manned; and the cowardice of 
Peter was found equal to his arrogance and mjuftice. 
The military fame of Commentiblus " is the 
objed of fatire- or comedy rather than of- ferious 
hiftory., fiuce he was even deficient in the vile 
and vulgar quahfication of perfonal courage. 
His folemn councils , ftrange evolutions, and 
fecret orders, always fupplied an apology for 
flight or delay. If he marched againft the enemy,' 
the pleafant valKes of niount Hxmus opp(ofedaa 
infuperable barrier ; but in his retreat , he explor- 
ed, with fearlefs curiofity, the moft diffie:ult and 
obfolete patths, which had almoft efcaped .the 
mexnory -erf the oldeft native. The only'blbbi 
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which he loft was drawn , in a real or affiecflei} 
malady , by the lancet of afurgeon; and bis 
health , which felt with exquifite fenfibility thi 
approach of the Barbarians , wa.s Uniformly reftorcd 
by thev repofe and fafety of the winter feafon, A 
prince who could promote and fupport this] 
unworthy favourite muft derive no glory from 
the accidental merit of his colleague Prifcus *'« 
In five fuccefliye battles, which fepm to hav^ 
been conduced with (kill and refolution, feven* 
teen thoufand two hundred Barbarians were made 
prifoners ; near iixty thoufand, with four fons of 
the chagan , were flain : the Rora^n general furprit 
ed a peaceful diftridl of the Gepidae , who flept 
under the protedlion of the Avars; and his lail 
trophi<*s were erected on the banks of the Danube 
'and the Teyfs. Since the death of Trajan ^ tho 
arms of the empire had not penetrated fo deeply 
into the old Dacia: yet the fuccefs of Prifcus was 
tranfient and barren ; and he was foon recalled , 
by the apprehenfion , that Baian, with dauntlefe' 
fpirit and recruited forces, was preparing to 
av^enge his defeat und^r the walls of Conftanti-* 
nople ". \ 

The theory of war was not more familiar to 
the camps of Csefar and Trajan, than to thofe ol 
Juftinian and IVIaurice *\ The iron of Tufcany 
or Pontus ftill received the keeneft temper from 
the {kill of the Byzailtine workmen. The maga-e 
ziiies were plentifully flored with every fpecies of 
ofFenfive and defenfive arms. In the conftrudioa 
und ufe of Ihips, engiaes, aiid fortiiicatioAs^ tho 
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Barbarians admired the fuperior ithg^nuity of* 4 p.HA^. 
people whom tbey fo often vanquiflied in the xlvi. 
field. The fcience of tadlics, the order, evolur ♦ 
tix>ns, and ftratagcms of antiquity, was tranfcribed 
and ftudied in the books of the Greeks and 
Romans. But the folitude Or degeneracy of the 
provinces could no longer fupply a race of men 
to handle thofe weapons , to guard thofe walls ^ 
to navigate thofe fhips , and to reduce the theory 
of war into bold and fuccefsful pradlice. The 
genius of Belifarius and Narfes had been formed 
yrithout a mafter, and expired without a difciple. 
Neither honour, nor patriotifm r nor generous 
fuperftition, could animate the lifelefs bodies of 
flaves and ftrangcrs , who had faccceded to th$ 
honours of the legions; it was i5\>the camp alon^ 
that the emperor fliould have exercifed a defpotic 
command ; it was only in the camps that his 
authority was difobeyed and infulted ; he appealed 
and inflamed with gold the licentioufnefs of th^ 
troops ; but their vices were inherent , their 
vidorics were accidental , and their coflly main- 
tenance exhaufted the fubftance of a (late which 
they were unable to defends After a long and 
pernicious indulgence , the cure of this inveterate^ 
evil was undertaken by Maurice : but the rafh 
attempt, which drew deftru<ftion on his owrt ^ 

head, tended only to aggravate the difeafe. A 
reformer fliould be exempt from the fufpicion o£ 
intereft, and he muft poffefe the confidence and 
efteem of thofe whom he propofes to reclaim* 
The troops of Maurice might lift^a t«) the VOios 
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4 b a'P; of a vidoribus leader ; tKey difdained the ad- 
XLVi- Inonitiofis offtetefmen and* fbjjhfifts, and when 
their difcoa- the/ received an edidl whicli deduded from their 
""*» pay the pric^ of their arms and clothing, they 

(execrated the avarice of a prince inferifible of the 
dangers and fatigties from which he had efcaped. 
The camps both of Afia and Hurope were agitated 
with frequent and furibus feditioils *' ; the enraged 
foldiers of Edeffa purfued , with reproaches, with 
threats, with wounds, their trembling generals: 
they overturned the ftatues of the emperor , caft 
ftones againft the miraculous image of Chrift, and 
either rejedled the yoke of all civil and military 
laws , or inftituted a dangerous model of vo- 
luntary fubordination. The monarch , always 
diftant and often deceived , was incapable of 
yielding or perfifting according to the exigence 
of the moment. But the fear of a general revolt 
induced him • too readily to accept any acfl of 
V^our, or arty expreffion of loyalty , as an atone- 
ment for the popular offence; the new reform 
Wasabollflied as haftily as it had been announced, 
and the trpop*;, inftead of puniftiment and reftraint, 
were agreeably furprifed by a' gracious proclama-' 
tion of immunities and rewards. But the foldiers 
accepted without gratitude the tardy and re* 
ludant gifts of the emperor'; their infolence was 
elated by the difcovery of his weaknefs and their 
own ftrength; and their mutual hatred was im 
flamed beyond the defire of forgivenefs or the 
hope of reconciliation. The hiftorians of the 
times adopt the vulgar fufpioion , that Maurice 
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eonfpired to deftroy the troops whom he had cha'p.* 
laboured to reform ; the mifconducfl and favour of xlvi. 
Commentiolus are imputed to this malevolent 
defign; and every age muft condemn the inhu- 
manity or avarice ** of a pl^ince , who, by -the 
trifling ranfom of fix thoufand pieces of gold, 
txiight have prevented' the maffacre of twelve 
thoufand prifoners in the hands of the chagan. 
In the juft fervour of indignation , an order was and «*>«!•' 
fignified to the army of the Danube, that they**®"' 
Ihould fpare the magazines of the province , and 
cftablifli their winter - quartert in the hoflile 
country of the Avars. The meafure of their 
grievances was full: they pronounced Maurice 
unworthy to reign, expelled or flaughtered his 
faithful adherents , and , under the command of 
Phocas, a fimple centurion , returned by hafty 
inarches to the neighbourhood of Conftantinopla 
After a long feries of legal fuccefTion , the E^«Wo« •f 
military difofders of the third century vrcrc j^. D^^oa 
again revived ; yet fuch was the novdty of thfe oaober. 
cnterprife , that the infurgents were awed by their, 
own ralhnefs. They hefitated to invcft their 
favourite with the vacant purple, and while they 
rejeded all treaty with Maurice himfelf, they 
held a friendly correfpbndence with his fon 
Theodofius, and with Germanus the father -in- 
Jaw of the royal youth. So obfcure had been 
the former condition of Phocas , that the emperot 
was ignorant of th^ name and charafter of hift 
rival: but as foon as he learned , that the cen- ' 
turion ^ though bold in fcdit}on , ^a$ . timid in 
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the face of danger, ^* Alas ! *' cried the defpbnd* 
ing jprince, " if he is a coward, he will furely b^ 
^' a murderer. *'. 

. Yet if Conftantinople had been firm and faithv 
fill, the murderer might have fpent his furjr 
againft. the walls ; and the rebel army would 
have been gradually confumed or reconciled by 
the prudence of the emperor. In the games of 
the circus , which 'he repeated with uaufua' 
pomp , Maurice difguifed with fmiles of coit- 
jSdence the anxiety of his heart , condefcended to 
folicit the applaufc of the f anions , and flattered 
their pride by accepting from their refpedivc 
tribunes a lift of nine hundred blues and fifteen 
hundred ^rtcns , whom he affeded to ^fteem a» 
tlfe folid pillars of his throne. Their treacherous 
or languid fupport betrayed his weaknefs and 
haftened his fall; the green fadion were thfe 
fecrct accomplices of the rebels , and the blues 
recommended lenity and moderation in a^conteft 
with their Roman brethren. Tlie rigid and 
parfimonious virtues of Maurice had long fince 
alienated the hearts of his fubjeds: as he walked 
barefoot in a religious proceflion , he * was rudely 
tffaulted with ftones , and his guards were 
<rdmpclled to prefedt their iron maces in the 
defence of his perfon^ A fanatic monk ran through 
the ftreets with a drawn fword , denouncing 
tgainft hiirt the wrath and the fentencc of God , 
#nd a vile plebeian j who reprcfented^ his coun- 
tenance and apparel , was feated on an afs , and 
liwfu^fd by Uie imprecations of the multitude - V 
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The emperor fufpeded the popularity of Ger- chap. 
xnanus with the foldiers and citizens; he feared, XLVj* 
he threatened , but he delayed to ftrike ; the 
patrician fled to the fanduary of the church ;* the 
people rofe in his defence, the walls weredeferted 
by the guards , and the lawlefs city was abandon* 
cd to the flames and rapine of a noAurnal tumult. 
In a fmall bark , the unfortunate Maurice , with 
his wife and nine children , efcaped to the Afiatio 
fliore , but the violence of the wind compelled 
him to land at the church of St, Autonomus ** 
near Chalcedon , from whence he difpatched 
Theodofius , his eldeft fon , to implore the gra-» 
titude and friendfliip of the Perfian monarch. For 
himfelf , he refufed to fly : his body was tortured 
with fciatic pains *' , his mind was enfeebled by 
fuperftition; he patiently awaited the event of 
the revolution , and addreffed a fervent and 
public prayer to the Almighty , that the punifii'* 
ment of his fins might be kiflid^d in Uiis world, 
rather than io a future life. After the abdication 
of Maurice , the two fadlions. difputcd the choice 
of an emperor ; but the favourite of the blue$ 
was rejefted by the jealoufy of their antagonifts, 
and Germanus hiinfelf was hurried along by the 
crowds, who ruflied to the palace of He;bdomon< 
feven miles from the city, to adore the majefty 
of PhoCas the centurion. A modeft wifli of 
refigning the purple to the rank afid. merit of 
Germanus was oppofed by his refolution, mpr^ 
obftinate and equally fincet^ i the fenate and 
^rgy obeyed his fummoos » and a$ foon as the^ 
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« rf A p. patriarch was affured of his orthodox belief, he 
Xtvi. confecrated the fuccefsful ufurper in the church 
of St. John the Baptift. On the third day, 
amidft the acclj^mations of a thoughtlefs people , 
Phocas made his public entry in a chariot drawn 
by four white horfes : the revolt of\the troops 
was rewarded by a lavilh donative , and the new 
Sovereign , after vifiting the palace , beheld from 
his throne the games of the hippodrome. In a 
difpute of precedency betWcen the two fadlions , 
his partial judgment inclined in favour of the 
greens. ■ " Remember that Maurice is ftill alive/' 
refounded from the oppofite fide; and the in- 
difcreet clamour of the blues admonifhed and 
ftimulated the cruelty of the tyrant. The mi- 
nifters of death were difpatched to Chalcedon: 
they dragged the emperor from his fanduary: 
and the five fons of Maurice were fucceffively 
murdered before the eyes ,of their agonizing 
Death of parent. At each ftrokc which he felt in his 
i,,*"hndren , heart , ht found ftrength to rehearfe a pious 
A. D. 602, ejaculation : " Thou art juft , O Lord , and thy 
Nov. s7. cc judgments are righteous. " And fuch, in the 
laft moments , was his rigid attachment to truth 
and juftice, that he revealed to the foldiers the 
pious falfehood of a nurfe who prefented hjer own 
child in the place of a royal infant *'^. The tragic 
fcene was finally clofed by the execution of the 
emperor himfclf in the twentieth year of his reign 
and the fixty- third of his age. The bodies of 
the father and his five fons were caft into the 
fea, their heads were expofed at Goriftantinople* 
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to the infults or pity of the multitude , and it c h a p. 

was not till fome figns of putrefadlion had appear* xlw 

cd, that Phpcas connived at the private burial 

of thefc venerable remans. In . that grave , the 

faults and errors of Maurice were kindly interred. 

His fate alone was remembered ; and at the end 

of twenty years , in the recital of the hiftory qj, .- ' 

Theophyladl , the mournful tale was interrupted ' 

by the tears of the audience *'. ' , 

Such tears muft have flowed in fecret , and Phocas em. 
fuch companion would have been criminal , under ^^'^ \^^ 
the reign of Phocas , who was peaceably acknow- Nov. 23 — 
ledged in the provinces of the Eaft and Weft. ^'^^^J'®* 
The images of the emperor and his wife Leontia 
were expofed in the Lateran to the veneration of 
the clergy and fenate of Rome , and afterwards 
depofited in the palace of the Csefars, between 
thofe of Conftantine and Theodofius. As a 
fubjed 'and a Chriftian , it was the duty of 
Gregory to acquiefce in the cftablilhed govern- 
ment, but the joyful applaufe with which he 
falutes the fortune of the affaffin , has fullied, 
with indelible difgracc , the charader of the faint. 
The fucceCfor of the apoftles might have inculcated 
with decent firmnefs the guilt of blood , and the 
neceflity of repentance: he is content to celebrate 
the deliverance of the people and the fall of the 
oppreffor ; to rejoice that the piety and benignity 
of Phocas have been raifed by Providence to thc.# 
Imperial throne, to pray that his hands may be 
ftrengthened againft all his enemies; and to ex- 
prels a \yilh , perhaps . a prophecy , that , after a 
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C H A'p. long and triumphant reign , he may be tran'k* 
KLVi* ferred from a temporal to an everlafting kingdom **. 
^ I have already traced the fteps of a revolution fo 
pleafing, in Gregory's opinion, both to heaven 
and earth ; and Phocas does not appear lefs hateful 
in the exercife than in the acquifition of power. 
Iiis cii9rac. The pencil of an impartial hiftorian has delineated 
the portrait of a monfter *' ; his diminutive and 
deformed perfon , the clofcnefs of his ftaggy 
eye-brows, his red hair, his beardlefs chin, and his 
cheek disfigured and difcoloured by a formidable 
fear. Ignorant of letters , of laws , and even of 
arftos, he indulged in the fupreme rank a more 
ample privilege of luft and drunkennefs, and his 
brutal pleafures were either injurious to his fub- 
jedls or difgraceful to himfelf. Without affuming 
the office of a prince , he renounced the profeffion 
of a foldief; and the reign of Phocas jifflicled 
Europe with ignominious peace, and Afia with 
defolating war. His favage temper was inflamed 
by pallion, hardened by fear , exafperated by 
refiftance or reproach. The flight of TheodofiUs 
to the Perfian court had been intercepted by 'a 
rapid purfuit , or a deceitful meflage : he was 
beheaded at Nice, and the laft hours of the 
young prince were foothed by the comforts of 
religion and the confcioufnefs of innopeoce. Yet 
his phantom diftutbed the repofe of the ufurper : 
*a whifper was circulated through the Eaft, that 
the fon of Maurice was ftill alive: the people 
expedled their avenger, and the, widow ^nd 
daughters of the late emperor would have adopted 

as 
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as their fon and brother the vileft of mankind, chap. 
In the maffacre of the Imperial family*', the mercy , xlvu 
or rather the difcretion , of Phocas had fpared 
thefe unhappy females, and they were decently 
confined to a private houfe. JBut the fpirit of 
the emprefs Conftantina, ftiJl mindful of licr 
father, her hulband, and her fons, afpired to ^ 

freedom and revenge. At the dead of night, ihe 
efcapcd to the fanftuary of S. Sophia ; but her 
tears, and the gol^ of her affociate Gerraanus, 
were infufficient to provoke an infurredion. Her 
life was forfeited to revenge , and even to juftice: 
but the patriarch obtained and pledged an oath 
.for her fafety ; a monaftery was allotted for her 
prifon , and the widow of Maurice accepted and 
abufed the lenity of his affaflin. The difcovery 
or the fufpicion of afecond confpiracy, diffolved 
the engagements and rekindled the fury of Phocas. . 
A matron who commanded the refpedl and pity 
of mankind, the daughter, wife, and mother of 
emperors, was tortured like the vileft malefador, 
to force a confcffion of her defigns and aflbciates; 
and the emprefs Conftantina , with her three in- 
nocent daughters , was beheaded at Chalctdon , and tyranny, 
on the fame ground which had been ftained with 
the blood of her huJband and five fons. After 
fuch an example, it would be fuperfluous to 
enumerate the names -:$nd fufFerings of meaner 
vidlims.. Their condemnation was feldom preced- 
ed by the forms of trial, and their punifhmenfr 
was embittered by the refinements of cruelty: 
their eyes were pierced, their tongues were torn 
Vol. VIII. N 



179 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



His fall and 
death « 
A, D. 6iO, 
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c M A. p; from the root , the hands and fedt were amputat-. 
XLVL cd ; fome expired under the ]a(h , others in the 
flames , others again were transfixed with arrows; 
arid a fimple fpeedy death was mercy which they 
could rarely obtain. The hippodrome , thefacred 
afylum of the pleafures and the liberty of the 
. RoAians , was polluted with heads and limbs , and 
mangled bodies ; and the companions of Phocas 
were the moft fenfible, that neither his favour ^ 
nor their fervices , could proted them from a tyrant, 
the worthy rival of the Caligulas and Domitians 
of the firft age of the empire". 

A daughter of Phocas, his only child, was 
given in marriage to the patrician Crifpus'*, and. 
the royal images of the bride and bridegroom 
were indifcrcetly placed in the circus , by the fide 
of the emperor. The father muft defire that his 
pofterity Ihould inherit the fruit of his crimes i but 
the monarch was offended by this premature and 
popular affociation : the tribunes of the green 
fadlion , who accufed the officious error of their 
iculptors , were condemned to inftant death : their 
lives were granted to the prayers of the people; 
but Crifpus might reafonably doubt, whether a 
jealous ufurpcr could forget and pardon his invo* 
luntary competition. The green fadion was alienate 
cd by the ingratitude of Phogas and the lofs of 
their privileges; every province of the empire 
was ripe for rebellion ; and Heraclius , exarch of 
Africa, perfifted above two years in refufing all 
tribute and obedience to the centurion who dif- 
graced the throne of Gonft^ntinople. By the fecret 
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cmiflaries of Crifpus aiid the fehate , the indcpend- e H a, F« 
cnt exarch was folicited to fave and to govern xlvi. 
his country : but his ambition was chilled by age, 
and he refigned the dangerous caterprife to his 
fon Heraclius , and to Nicetas , the. fon of Gregory 
his friend and lieutenant. The powers of Africa 
were armed by the two adventurous youths ; they 
agreed that the one ftould navigate the fleet from 
Carthage':;to Conftantinople , that the other ihould 
lead an arrtiy through Egypt and Afia , and that 
the Imperial purple fliould be the reward of dili- 
gence and fuccefs. A faint rumour of their under- 
taking was conveyed to the ears of Phocas i and 
the wife and mother of the younger Heraclius 
were fecured as the hpftages of his faith: but the. 
treacherous art of Crifpus extenuated the diftant 
peril , the means of defence wfere negledcd or ' 
delayed, and the tyrant fupinely flept till the 
African navy caft anchor in the Hellefpont. Their 
ftafidard was joined at Abydus by the fugitives 
and exiles who thirfted fol revenge; the fhips of 
Heraclius , whofe lofty mafts were adorned with 
the holy fymbols of religion'*, fleered their 
triumphant courfe through the Propontis; and 
Phocas beheld from the windows of the palace, 
his approaching and inevitable fete. The green 
faftion was tempted , by gifts and prdmifes , to 
oppofc a feeble and fruitlcfs refiftance to the land- 
ing of the Africans; but the people, and even 
the guards , were determined by the well-timed 
defedlion of Crifpus; and the tyrant was feized 
by a private enemy , who boldly invaded the 
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Kei^n of He- 

A. D. 6io, 
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folitude of the palace. Stripped of the diadem 
and purple , clothed in a vile habit > and loaded 
with chains , he was tranfported in a fmall boat 
to the Imperial galley of Heraclius , who reproach- 
cd him with the crimes of his abominable reign. 
*^ Wilt thou govern better ? " were the laft words 
of the defpair of Phocas. After fufFering each 
variety of infult and torture , his head was fever* 
cd from his body , the mangled trunk was caft 
into the flames, and the fame treatment was inflidt- 
cd on the ftatues of the vain ufurper and the 
feditious banner of the green fadlion. The voice 
of the clergy , the fenate , and the people , invited 
Heraclius to afcend the throne which he had pu- 
rified from guilt and ignominy 4 after fome grace- 
ful hefitation, he yielded to their entreaties. 
His coronation was accompanied by that of his 
wife Eudoxia; and their pofterity, till the fourth 
generation , continued to reign over the empire of 
the Eaft. The voyage of Heraclius had been 
eafy and profperous , flie tedious march of Nicetas 
was not accomplifhed before the decifion of the 
conteft : but he fubmitted without a murmur to 
the fortune of his friend, and his laudable inten- 
tions were rewarded with an equeftrian ftatue, 
and a daughter of the emperor. It was more 
difficult to truft the fidelity of Crifpus, whofe 
recent fervices were recompenfed by the command 
of the Cappadocian army. His arrogance foon 
provoked , and feemed to excufe , the ingratitude 
of his new fovereign. In the prefence of the 
Icnate , the fon-in-la\y of Phocas \yas condemned 
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to embrace the monaftic life ; and the fentcnce was chap.' 
juftified by the weighty obfervation of Heraclius , xlvi. 
that the man who had betrayed his father, could 
never be faithful to his friend^*. 

Even after his death the republic was afflidled Chofroes in- 
by the crimes of Phocas, which armed with ^^^^^'^ l^ ^^'^ 
pious caufe the moft formidable of her enemies, a. d. 603, 
According to the friendly and equal forms of the ^^ 
Byzantine and Perfian courts, he announced his 
exaltation to the throne; and his ambaffador Li- 
lius, who had prefented him with the heads of 
Maurice and his fons , was the befi qualifi2d to 
defcribe the circumftances of the tragic fcene '^ 
Hiowever it might be varnilhed by fidion or fo- 
phiftry, Chofroes turned with horror from the 
affaffin, imprifoned the pretended envoy, difclaimed 
the ufurper, and declared himfelf the avenger of his 
father and benefador. The fentiments of grief and 
refentment which humanity would feel, and honour 
would didlate, promoted, on this occafion, the 
intereft of the Perfian king ; and his intereft was 
powerfully magnified by the national and reli- 
gious prejudices of the Magi and fatraps. Ii> a 
ftrain of artful adulation ^ which affumcd the 
language of freedom, they prefumed to cenfure 
the excefs of his gratitude and friendfhip for the 
Greeks; a nation with whom it was dangerous 
to conclude either peace or alliance ; whofe fuper- 
ftition was devoid of truth and juftice, and who 
muft be incapable of any virtue, fincc they could 
perpetrate the moft atrocious of crimes , the im- 
pious murder of their fovereign ^\ For the crime 

N3 
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CHAP, of an ambitious centurion, the nation which he 
XL VI. opprefled was chaftifed with the calamities of war; 
and the fame calamities, at the en^ of twenty 
years, were retaliated and redoubled on the heads 
of the Perfi^ns *^ The general who had reftored 
Chofroes to the throne ftill commanded in the 
Eaft; and the name of Narfes was the formidable 
found with which the Aflyrian mothers were ac- 
cuftomed to terrify their infants. It is not im- 
probable, that a native fubjed of Perfia fhould 
encourage his mafter and his friend to deliver 
^nd poffefs the provinces of Afia. It is ftill more 
probable, that Chofroes fliould animate his troops 
by the affurance that the fword which they 
dreaded the moft would remain in its fcabbard, 
or be drawn in their favour. The herb could 
not depend on the faith of a tyrant j and the 
tyrant was confcious how little he deferved the 
obedience of an hero : Narfes was removed from 
his military command; he reared an independent 
ftandard at Hierapolis in Syria:- he was betrayed 
by fallacious promifes, and burnt alive in the 
market-place of Conftantinople, Deprived of 
the only cHief whom they could fear or efteem, 
the bands which he had led to vidory were 
twice broken by the cavalry , trampled by the 
elephants , and pierced by the arrows of the Bar- 
barians ; and a great number of the captives were 
beheaded on the field of battle by the fentence 
of the vidor, who might juftly condemn thefe 
feditious mercenaries as the authors or accom- 
plices of the death of Maurice. Under the reiga 
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of Phocas , the fortifications of Merdin, Dara, c H a F. 
Aniida, and Edefla, were fucceffively befiegcd, xLvi. 
reduced , and deftroyed , by the Perfian monarch : 
he paffed the Euphrates , occupied the Syrian hu conqiwft 
cities, Hierapolis, Chalcis, and Berrhsea or Alep- ^."J)^. 5i*i. 
po, and foon encompaffed the walls of Antioch 
with his irrefiftible arms. The rapid tide 6f fuc- 
^efs difclofes the decay of the empire, the inca- 
pacity of Phocas , and the difiiffe^Jlion of his fub- 
jedls; and Chofroes provided a decent apology 
for their fubmiflion or revolt, by an impoftor 
who attended his camp as the fon of Maurice '* 
and the lawful heir of the monarchy. 

The firft intelligence from the Eaft which Hera* 
clius received ^'j was that of the lofs of Antioch ; 
but the aged metropolis, fo often overturned by 
earthquakes and pillaged by the enemy, could 
fupply but a fmall an4 languid ftream- of treafure 
and blood. The Perfians were equally fuccefefut 
and more fortunate in the fack of Gcefarea, the 
capital of Cappadocia ; and as they advanced 
beyond the ramparts of the frontier, the boundary 
of ancient war, they found a lefs obftinate re- 
fiftance and a more plentiful harveft. The pleafant 
vale of Damafcus has been adorned in every age 
with a royal city: her obfcure felicity has hitherto- 
cfcaped the hiftorian of the Roman empire: but 
Chofroes repofed his troops in the paradife of 
Damafcus before he afcended the hills of Libanus^ 
or invaded the cities of the Phoenician coaft. The of PaicfUnr^ 
conqueft of Jerufalem '*, which had been medi- A- D. 6^14* 
tated by Nulhirvan, was atthieved by the zeal 
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CHAP, and avarice of his grandfon; the ruin of the 
XLYi* proudeft monument of Chriftianity was vehe- 
mently urged by the intolerant fpirit of the Magi ; 
and he could enlift, for this holy warfare, an 
army of fix and twenty thoufand Jews, whofc 
furious bigotry might compenfate, in fome de- 
gree, for the want of valour and difcipline. Af. 
ter the redudlion of Galilee, and the region beyond 
the Jordan, whofe refiftance appears to have de* 
layed the fate of the capital, Jerufalem itfelf was 
taken by affault. The fepulchre of Chrift, and 
the^ately churches of Helena and Conftantine, 
were confumed, or at jeaft damaged, by the 
flames ; the devout offerings of three hundred 
years were rifled in one facrilegious day; the 
patriarch Zachariah , and the true crofs , were 
tranfported intoPerfia; and the maflacre of ninety 
thoufand Chriftians is imputed to the Jews and 
Arabs who fwelled the diforder of the Perfiaa 
march. The fugitives of Paleftine w^re ^ter-- 
tained at Alexandria by the charity of John the, 
archbilhop, who is diftinguifhed among a crowd 
of faints by the epithet of almfgiver *' : and the 
revenues of the church , with a treafure of three 
hundred thoufand pounds, were reftored to the 
true proprietors , the poor of every country and 
every denomination. But Egypt itfelf , the only 
province which had been exempt, fince the time 
. of Diocletian, from foreign and domeftic war, 
was again fubdued by the fucceffors of Cyru?, 
•fKg^pt, Pelufium, the key of that impervious country, 
was furprifed by the cavalry of the Pcrfians : they 
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pafled, with impunity, the innum-eiable channels t nxT. 
of the Delta , and explored the long valley of XLVi. 
the Nile , from the pyramids of Memphis to the 
confines of ^thibpig. Alexandria might have 
been relieved by a naval force j but the arch* . 
bifhop and the prxfed embarked for Cyprus; and 

'Chofroes entered the fecond city of the empire^ 
\vhich ftill preferved a wealthy remnant of in-. 
duJXry and commerce. His weftern trophy was 
ereded, not on the walls of Carthage ", but in 
the neighbourhood of Tripoli : the Greek colo- 
uies of Cyrcne were finally extirpated j and the 
conqueror, treading in the footfteps of Alex- 
ander, returned in triumph through the fands of 
the Lybian defcrt. In the fame campaign, another ©fAaa Mi- 
army advanced from the Euphrates to the Thra- «**' ? 
cian Bofphorusl Chalcedon fiirrendered after a ^^^ ' 
long fiege, and a Perfian camp was maintained 
above ten years in tlie prefence of Conftantinoplc. 
The fea-coaft of Pontus, the city of Ancyra, 
and the iflc of Rhodes , arc enumerated among 
the laft conquefts of the great king ; and if 

^ Chofroes had pofleffed any maritime power^ his 
boundlefs ambition would have Ipread flavery 
and defolation over the provinces of Europe, 

From the long-difputed banks of the Tigris Hi« reign 
and Euphrates, the reign of the grandfon of Nufh^ *^^^^^"«"'®- 
kvan was fuddenly extended to thi Heljefpont 
and the Nile, the ancient limits of the Perfiaa 
monarchy. But the provinces , which had beea 
fafliioned by the habits of fix hundred years to 
the virtues and vices of the Roman government. 
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€ H A p. fupportied with reludance the yoke of the. Bar^ 
XLVL barian3. The idea of a republic was kept alive 
by the inftitutions, or at leaft by the writings, 
of the Greeks and Romans, and the fubjcds of 
Hcraclius had bfeen educated to pronounce the 
words of liberty and law. But it has always 
been the pride and policy of Oriental princes, ta 
difplay the titles and attributes of their omnipo- 
tence ; to upbraid a nation of flaves with their true 
name and abjedl condition, and to enforce, by 
cruel aqd infolent threats, the rigour of their ab* 
folute commands. The Chriftians of the Eaft were 
fcandalized by the worlhip of fire, and the im- 
pious dodrine of the two principles: the Magi 
were not lefs* intolerant than the bifhops, and 
the martyrdom of fome native Perfians , who had 
defertcd the religion of Zoroafter ", was conceiv- 
ed to be the prelude of a fierce and general per- 
fecution. By the oppreflive laws of Juflinian, the 
adverfaries of the church were made the enemies 
of the ftate; the alliance of the Jews, Neftorians^ 
and Jacobites, had contributed, to the fucccfs of 
Chofroes , and his partial favour to the fedlaries 
provoked the hatred and fears of the Catholic 
clergy. Confcious of their fear and hatred , the 
Pcrfian conqueror governed his newfubjeds with- 
an iron fceptre; and as if he fufpeded the liability 
of his dominion, he exhaufted their wealth by 
exorbitant tributes and licentious rapine, de- 
fpoiled or demolifhed the temples of the Eaft, and 
tranfported to his hereditary realms the gold, the 
filver, the precious marbles, the arts, and the 
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jirtifts of the Afiati.c cities. In the obfcure pic- chap. 
ture of the calamities of the empire '*, it is not ' XL^l* 
eafy to difcern the figure of Chofrbes Jbimfelf, to 
feparate his adions from thofe of his lieutenants, 
or to afcertain his perfonal merit in the general 
blaze of glory and magnificence. He enjoyed 
-with oftentatiori the fruits of vicflory, and fre- 
quently retired from the hardfhips of war to the 
luxury of the palace. But in the fpace of twenty- 
four years, he wa$ deterred by fuperftition or 
refentment firom approaching the gates of Ctefi- 
phon: arid his favourite refidence of Artemita 
or Daftagerd, was fituate beyond the Tigris, 
about fixty miles to the north of the capital *^ 
The adjacent paftures were covered with flocks 
and herds: the paradife or park was rcplenifhed 
with pheafants , peacocks , oftrichcs , roebucks , 
and wild boars , and the noble game of lions 
and tygers was fometimes . turned loofe for the 
bolder pleafures of the chace. Nine hundred and ; 

fixty elephants were maintained for the ufe or 
fplendour of the great king: his tents and bag- 
gage were carried into the field by twelve thou- 
sand great camels and eight thoufand of a fmaller 
fize**:^and the royal ftables were filled with fix 
thoufand mules and horfes, among whom the 
names of Shebdiz and Barid are renowned for 
their fpeed or beauty. Six thoufand guards fuc- 
ceffively mounted before the palace gate;, the 
fervice of the interior apartments was performed 
by twelve thoufand llaves, and in the number 
of three thoufi^nd virgins, the faireft of Afia, 
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CHAP, fome happy concubine might confole her maftet 
AvL for the ?ige or the indifference of Sira, The va- 
rious treafures of gold , filver , gems , filk , and 
aromatics , were depofited in an hundred fubter- 
xaneous vaults ; and the chamber Badaoerd de- 
noted the accidental gift of the winds which had 
wafted the fpoils of Heraclius into one of the 
Syrian harbours of his rivaj. The voice of flat- 
tery ; and perhaps of fidion , is not afliamed to 
compute the thirty thoufand rich hangings that 
adorned the walls; the forty thoufand columns 
of filver , or more probably of marble , and plat- 
ed wood, that fupported the roof; and the 
thoufand globes of gold fufpcnded in the dome 
to imitate the motions of the planets and the 
conftellations of the zodiac ". While the Per- 
fian monarch contemplated the wonders of his 
art and power, he received an epiftle from an 
obfcure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to ac- 
knowledge Mahomet as the apoftle of God. He 
rejeded the invitation , and tore the epiftle. It 
^ is thus," exclaimed the Arabian prophet, that 
^' Gqd will tear the kingdom, and rejed the fup- 
^* plications of Chofroes *' ". Placed on the verge 
of the two great empires of the Eaft, Mahomet 
obferved with fecret joy, the progrefs of their 
mutual dcftrudion, and in the midft of the Per- 
fian triumphs, he ventured to foretell, that be- 
fore many years fhould elapfe, vidory would 
again return to the banners of the Romans **. 
Diftrcft of At the time when this predidion is faid to have 

Ueracii«s, been delivered , no prophecy could be more 
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diftant from its accomplifhmcnt, fince the firfl: c h A f. 
twelve years of Heraclius announced the approach- xiVL 
ingdiffolution of the empire. If the motives of Chof- a."!). 
roies had been pure and honourable , he muft have 
ended the quarrel with the death of Phocas , and he 
would have embraced as his beft ally, the for- 
tunate African -who had fo generoufly avenged 
the injuries of his benefador Maurice. The pro- 
fecution of the war revealed the true charader of 
the Barbarian ; and the fuppliant'embaffics of He- 
raclius , to befcech his clemency , that he would 
fpare the innocent, accept a tribute, and give 
peace to the world , were rejeded with con- 
temptuous filence dr infolent menace. Syria, 
Egypt, and the provinces of Afia, were fubdued 
by the Perfxan arms , while Europe , from the 
confines of Iftria to the long wall of Thrace, was 
oppreffed by the Avars , Unfatiated with the blood 
and rapine of the Italian war. They had coolly 
maffacred their male captives in the facre^ field 
of Pannonia; the women and children were re- 
duced to fervitude , and the nobieft virgins were 
abandoned to the promifcuous luft of the Bar- 
barians^ The amorous matron who opened the 
gates of Friuli paffed a fhort night in the arms of 
her royal lover ; the next evening , Romilda was 
condemned to the embraces of twelve Avars , and 
the third day the Lombard princefs was impaled 
in the fight of the camp, while the chagan ob- 
ferved , with a cruel fmile , that fuch a hutband 
was the fit recompenfe of her lewd'nefs and per- 
fidy '^ By tbefe implacable enemies, Heraclius, 
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c tt A p. On either fide , Was irifiilted and bcfieged : and 
XtVI. the Roman empire was reduced to the walls of 
' Gonftantinaple , with the remnant of Greece , Italy,, 
and Africa ; and fome maritime cities, from Tyre 
to Trebizond , of the Afiatic coaft. After the lofe of 
Egypt, the capital was afflidled by famine and pcfti- 
lence; and the emperor, incapable of refiftance , and 
hOpelefs of relief , had rcfolved to transfer his perfon 
and government to the more fecure refidence of Car- 
thage. His fliips were already laden with the treafu- 
res of the palace , but his flight was arretted by the 
patriarch , who armed the powers of religion in the 
defence of his country , led Heraclius to the altar of 
St. Sophii , and extorted a folemn oath , that he 
w^ould live and die with the people whom God had 
^ntfufted to his care. The chagan was encamped 
in the plains of Thrace , but he diffembled bis 
perfidious defigns , and folicited an interview with 
the emperor near the town of Heraclea. Their 
reconciliation was celebrated with equeftrian ga- 
mes , the fenatc and people in their gayeft apparel 
I'eforted to the feftival of peace , and the Avars 
beheld with envy and defire , the fpedacle of Ro- 
man luxury. On a fudden , the hippodrome was 
cncompaffed by the Scythian cavalry , who had 
preffed their fecret and nofturnal march : the tre- 
mendous found of the chagan's whip gave the 
fignal of the affault; and Heraclius wrapping his 
diadem rpund his arm , was faved , with extreme 
hazard , by the fieetnefs of his horfe. So rapid 
was the purfuit, that the Avars almoft entered 
the golden gate of Conftantinople with the flying 
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crowds '' ; but the plunder of the fuburbs rewarded chap. 
their treafon, and they tranfported beyond the Da- xLvi* 
nube two hundred and feventy thoufand captives. 
On the Ihore of Chalcedon , the emperor held a faver 
conference with a more honourable foe, who , be- 
fore Heraclius defcended from his galley , faluted 
with reverence and pity the majefty of the purple. 
The friendly offer of Sain the Perfian general, to con- He foiidw 
dud an embafly to the prefence of the great king,;"^****' 
was accepted with the warmeft gratitude, and the 
prayer .for pardon and peace was humbly prefent-' 
ed by the praetorian praefed , the praefcdt of the city, 
and one of the firft ecckfiaftics of the patriarch* 
al church '*. But the lieutenant of Chofroes^ 
had • fatally miftaken the intentions of his mafter^ 
^^jUwu not an embafly , " faid the tyrant of Afia, 
^ it'Was thepcrfon of Heraclius, bound in chains, 
^ that he ihould have brought to the foot of myr 
^ throne^ I will never give peace to the empe- 
^ ror of Rome till he has abjured his crucified 
^ God, and embraced the worlhip of the f\in. ** 
Sain was flayed alive, according to the inhuman' 
pradice of his country ; and the feparate and rigor- 
ous confinement of the ambafladors , violated the • 
law of nations and the faith of an exprefs fHpu- 
lation. Yet the experience of fix years at length 
jperfuaded the Perfian monarch to renounce the 
conqueft of Conftantinople , and to fpecify the 
annual tribute or ranfom of the Roman empire r 
a thoufand talents of gold , a thoufand talents of 
fjlver, a thoufand filk- robes, a thoufand horfes, 
and a thoufand virgins. Heraclius fubfcribed thefc 
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CHAP, ignofninious terms, but the time and fpace which 
XLVL. he obtained to colledl fuch treafures from the po* 
verty of the Eaft, was indullrioufly employed in 
the preparations of a bold and defperate attack. 
Iffis prepart- Of the charadcrs confpicuous in hiftory , that 
tions for war, ^f Hcraclius is One of the moft extraordinary and 
inconfiftent. In the firft and the laft years of a 
long reign , the emperor appears to be the flavc 
of flotl> , of pleafure , or of fuperftition , the 
carclefs and impotent fpedator of the public 
calamities. But the languid mills of the morning 
and evening are feparated by the brightnefs of 
the meridian fun : the Arcadius of the palace » 
^rofe the Caefar of the camp ; and the honour o£ 
ip^ome and Heraclius was glorioujly. retrieved by 
the exploits and trophies of fix adveaturaus 
campaigns. It was the duty of the Byzantine 
hiftorians to have revealed the gaufes of his 
{lumber and vigilance. At this diftance, we can 
only conjedlure that he was endowed with more 
perfonal courage than political refolution; that he 
was detained by the charms and perhaps the arts 
of his niece Martina , with whom , after the 
• death of Eudoxias he contraded an inceftuouf 

marriage ^'; and that he yielded to the bafc 
advice of the counfellors, who urged as a fun- 
damental law , that the life of the emperor fliould 
never be expofed in the field '*. Perhaps he was 
awakened by the laft infolcnt demand of the 
Perfian conqueror ; but at the moment when 
Heraclius affumed the fpirit of an hero, the only 
hopes of the Romans \{ci^ drawn from the 

viciflitudes 
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viciffitudes of fortune, which might threaten the h a p,. 
proud profperity of Chofroes , and muft be fa- xtvi. 
vourabk to thofe who had attained the loweft 
period of deprcffion ''. To provide for the ex- 
pences of war, was the firft care of the emperor, 
and for the purpofe of coUedling the tribute, he 
Avas allowed to foiicit the benevolence of the 
Eaflern • provinces. But the revenue np longer 
flowed in the ufual channels , the credit of ail 
arbitrary prince is annihilated by his power; and 
the couragCL of Heraclius was jfirft difplayed in 
daring to borrow the confecrated wealth of 
churches., under the folemn vow of reftoring, 
with ufury, whatever he had been compelled to 
employ in the fervice of religion and of the 
empire. The clergy themfelves appear to have 
fympathifed with the public diftrefs , and the 
difcreet patriarch of Alexandria , without ad* 
mitting the precedent of facrilege , affifted bis 
fovereign by the miraculous or feafonable rcvela* 
tion of a fccret treafure '*. Of the foldiers who 
had confpired with Phocas , only two were 
found to have . furvivcd the ftroke of time and 
rf the Barbarians 'Vj * their lofs , even of thefe 
feditious veterans , was imjierfedly fupplied by 
the new levies of Heraclius, and the gold of the 
fandtuary united, in the fame camp, the names, 
and arms> and languages of th^ Eaft and Weft^ 
He would have been content with the neutrality 
of the Avars; and his friendly entreaty, that the 
thagan would adl, not as the enertiy but as the 
guardian of the empire, was accompanied with 
Vol. VIII. O 
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€ H A p. a more perfuafive donative of two hundred thoit^ 
XL VI. fand pieces of gold. Two days after the feftivai 
of Eafter, the emperor, exchanging his purple 
for the fimple garb of a penitent and warrior ^" , 
gave the fignal of his departure. To the faith 
of the people Heraclius recommended his children; 
the civil and military powers were vefted in the 
inoft deferving hands, and the difcretion of the* 
patriarch and fenate was authorifed to fave or 
furrender the city , if they fbould be oppreffed 
in his abfence by the fuperior forces of the 
enemy. 
F,irft expedi- The neighbouring heights of Chalcedon were 
tion of Hera, covered with tents and arms : but if the new 
the Pcrfians , levics of HcracHus had been rafhly led to the 
A. D. (;i2. attack , the vidory of the Perfians in the fight of 
Coriftanfinople might have been the laft day of 
the Roman empire. As imprudent would it have 
been to advance into the provinces of AjQa, 
leaving their innumerable cavalry to intercept his^ 
convoys , and continually to hang on the l^fGtude 
and diforder of his rear. But the Greeks were 
ftill matters of the fea; a fleet of gallies, tranfc 
ports, and ftorclhips, was aflembled in the haM 
bour , the Barbarians confented to embark ; a 
fteady wind carried them through the Hellefpont; 
the weftern and fouthern coaft of Afia Minor lay 
on their left-hand; the fpirit of their chief was 
firft difplayed in a ftorm ; and even the eunuchs 
of his train were excited to fuflfer and to work 
by the example of their matter. He landed his 
troops on the confines of Syria and Cilicia, ia 
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the gulf of Scanderoon, where the coaft fuddenly it A Ft 
turns to the fouth ^* 5 and his difccrnment was XLVI^ 
expreffed in the choice 6f this important poft *** 
From all fides , the fcattered garrifons of the 
maritime cities and the mountains might repair 
with fpeed and fafety to his Imperial fiandard* 
The natural fortifications of Cilicia protedled and 
even concealed the camp of Heraclius, which 
was pitched near Iffus, on the fame ground where 
Alexander had vanquifbed the hoft of Darius* 
The angle which the emperor occupied , was 
deeply indented into a vaft femicircle of the 
Afiatic , Armenian , and Syrian provinces ; and to 
whatfoever point of the circumference he fhould 
diredt his attack ^ it was eafy for him to diflemble 
his own motions , and to prevent thofe of the 
cnemy^ In the camp of Iffus, the Roman genej<j 
ral reformed the floth and diforder of the vete* 
tans, and educated the new recruits in the know- 
ledge and pradice of military virtue. Unfolding 
the miraculous image of Chrifl, he urged them 
to revenge the holy altars which had beea 
profaned by the worfhippers of fire; addreffing 
them by the endearing appellations of fons and 
brethren , he deplored the public and privates 
"Wrongs of the republic. The fubjedts of a mon^ 
arch were perfuaded that they fought in th^ caufe 
of freedom j and a fimilar enthufiafna was com- 
municated to the foreign mercenaries, who muft 
have viewed with equal indifference the intereft; 
of Rome and of Perfia. Hera?clius himfclf , with 
lk& ilciU ajnd patience of ^ centurion, inculcated 
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c II A p. tbe ieffons of th« fcliool of tadics , and the 

XLVL foldiers were affiduoufly trained in the ufe of 

their weapons , and the exercifes and evolution^ 

^f the field. The cavalry and infantry in light 

or heavy armour were divided into two parties; 

the trumpets were fixed in the centre, and their 

ifignals diredled the march , the charge , "Hhe 

retreat , or purfuit ; the dircdl or oblique order,. 

the deep or extended phalanx ; to reprefent 

in fictitious combat the operations of genuine 

war. Whatever hardfhip the emperor impafed 

on the troops, he inflidfed with equai feverity 

on himfelf ; thieir" labour , their diet , their 

llecp, were meafured by the inflexible rules of 

difcipline ; ahd , without defpifing the enemy , 

they were taught to repofe an implicit confidenp^ 

in their own valour and tiic wifdom of their 

leader. Cilicia was foon encbmpafled with the 

Perfiari arms ; but their cavalry hefitated to enter 

the defiles of mount Taurus , till they were cir* 

cumvented by the evolutions of Heraclius, wjio 

infcnfibly gained their rear, whilft he appeared 

to prefent his front in order of battle. By a 

falfe motion, which feemed to threaten Armenia, 

"^ he drew them, againft their wifh^s, to a general 

aftion. They were tempted by the artful diforder 

of his camp; but when they advanced to combat, 

the ground,. the fun, and the expedation of both 

armies , were unpropitious to the Barbarians ; 

the Romans fuccefsfully repeated their tadics in 

a field of battle " , and the event of the day 

declared to the World that the Perljagsr were not 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 197 

invirxcible, and that an hero was inveflcd with chap; 
die purple. Strong in vicflory and fame, Heraclius XLVil 
boldly afcended the heights of mount Taurus , 
direfted his march through the plains of Cappa- 
docia, and eftablifhed his troopS( for the winter 
feafon in fafe and plentiful quarters on the banks^ 
of the river Halys ". His foul was fuperior to 
•the vanity of entertaining Conftantinople with art 
imperfedl triumph; but the prefence of the em* 
peror was indifpenfably required to fboth^ the 
rcftlefs and rapacious fpirit of the Avars. 

Since the days of Scipio and Hannibal , no His fecond 
Bolder enterprife has been attempted than that •'fpe*'"^o"> 
which Heraclius atchieved for the deliverance of. 62^, 625^ 
-^the empire *\ He permitted the Perfians to 
cpprefs for a while the provinces , and to infult 
with impunity the capital of the Eaft ; while 
the Roman emperor explored his perilous way-^ 
through the Black Sea ** and the mountains of 
Armenia, penetrated into the^heart of Perfia *^, 
and recalled the armies of the great king to the 
defence of their bleeding country. With a felecl 
band of five thoufand foldiers, Heraclius failed 
irom Conftantinople to Trebizond ; affembled 
his forces which kad wintered in the Pontic re- 
gions ; and from the mouth of the Phafis to the 
Cafpian Sea, encouraged his fubjeds and allien 
to march with the fucceffor of Conftantine ,, 
under the faithful and vidorious banner of the 
crofs. When the legions of Lucullus and Pompey 
firft paffed the Euphrates, they blulhed at their' 
eafy vidory over the natives of Armenia' But 

03 
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-c II A p/ the long experience of war had hardened the 
KLVf. minds and bodies of that effeminate pegple; thei^ 
zeal and bravery were approved in the fervice 
of a declining empire ; they abhorred and feared 
the iifiirpation of the houfe of Saffan , and the 
memory of perfecution envenomed their pious 
hatred of the enemies of Chrift. The limits of 
Armenia, as it had been ceded to the emperor 
JVIaurice, extended as far as the Araxes; the 
nver fubmitted to the indignity of a bridge '^, 
^nd Heraclius, in the footfteps of Mark Antony, 
advanced towards the city of Tauris .or Gand- 
zaca " , the ancient and modern capital of 
one of the provinces of Media. At the head 
of forty thoiifand men , Chofroes himfelf had 
returned from fome diftant expedition to oppofc 
the progrefs of the Roman arms; but he retreated 
on the approach of Heraclius, declining the ge-.^ 
jierpus alternative of peace or of battle. Inftead 
of half a million of inhabitants, which have been 
^fcribed to Tauris under the reign of the Sophys, 
the city contained no more than three thoufand 
boufesi but the value of the royal treafures was 
enhanced by a tradition , that they were the 
ipoils of Croefus, which had been tranfported by 
Cyrus from the citadel of Sardes. The rapid 
conquefts of Heraclius were fufpended only by 
the winter feafon ; a motive of prudence, or 
fuperftition '* , determined his retreat into the 
province of Albania , along the fhores of the 
Cafpian ; and his tents were moft probably 
ipitched ixi the plains of Mogaa ", the favourite 
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encampment of Oriental princes. In the courfe c H a f; 
x>{ this fuccefsful inroad , he fignalized the zeal xLVl, 
^nd revenge of a Chriftian emperor : at his com- 
mand , the foldiers extinguilhed the fire and 
rieflroyed the temples of the Magi ; the ftatues of 
Chi»froes, who afpired to djvine honours, were 
abandoned to the flames; and the ruin of Thebarma 
or Ormia *** , which had given birth to Zoroafter 
himfelf, made fome atonement for the injuries of 
the holy fepulchre. A purer fpirit of religion 
was Ihewn in the relief and deliverance of fifty 
thoufand captives. Heraclius was rewarded by 
their tears and grateful acclamations; but this 
wife meafure , which fpread the fame of his 
benevolence, diifufed the murmurs of the Perfians 
againft the pride and obftinacy of their own 
fovereign. 

Amidft the glories of the fucceeding campaign, 
Heraclius is almoft loft to our eyes^ and to thofc 
of the Byzantine hiftorians *^ From the fpacious 
and fruitJFul plains of Albania, the emperor appears 
to follow the chain of Hyrcanian mountains, to 
dcfcend into the province of Media or Irak, and 
to carry his vidlorioUs arms as far as the royal 
cities of Calbio and Ifpahan, which had never beea 
approached by a Roman conqueror. Alarmed by 
the danger of his kingdom , the powers of Chot 
roes were already recalled from the Nile an4 
the Bofphorus , and three formidable armies fur- 
rounded, in a diftant and hoftile land, the camp 
of the emperor^ The Colchian allies prepared ta 
' . O 4 
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CHAP, defert his ftandard ; and the lears of the braved 
xh\u V eterans were expreffed , rather than concealed^ 
\)y their defponding filence. " Be not terrified, 
fa id the intrepid Heraclius, " by the multitude 
^' of your foes. With the aid of Heaven, one 
" Roman may triumph over a thoufand Bar- 
^' bariaus. But if we d(*vote our lives for the 
** falvation of our brethren, we iliall obtain the 
^ crown of martyrdom, and our immortal reward 
*^ will be liberally paid by God and pofterity. ** 
Thefc magnanimous fentiments were fupported 
by the vigour of his adions. He repelled the 
' threefold attack of the Perfians , improved the 
divifions of their chiefs, and, by a well-concerted 
train of marches, retreats, and fuccefsful adions^ 
finally chaced them from the field into the 
fortified cities of JVledia and Affyria. In the 
feverity of the winter feafon, Sarb^raza deemed 
bimfelf fecure in the walls of Salban ; he was 
furprifed by the adivity of Heraclius, who 
divided his troops and performed a laborious 
march in the filence of the night. The flat roofs 
of the houfes were defended with ufelefs valour 
againft the darts and torches of the Romans; 
the fatraps and nobles of Perfia , with their 
wives and children , and the flower of their 
martial youth, were either flain or made prifoners. 
The general efcaped by a precipitate flight, but 
his golden armour was the prize of the con- 
queror ; and the foldiers of Heraclius enjoyed 
the wealth and repofe which they had fo nobly 
deferved. On the return of fpring, the emperor 
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traverfed in fcven days the mountains of Curdi- chap, 
ftan, and paffed without refiftancc the rapid XLVI. 
ftream of the Tigris. Oppreffed by the weight 
of their fpoils and captives , the Roman army 
halted uilder the walls of Amida; and Heraclius 
informed the fenate of Conftantinople of his 
fafety and fuccefs, which they had already felt 
by the retreat of the befiegers. The bridges of 
the Euphrates were deftroyed by the Perfians ; 
but as foon as the emperor had difcovered a ford, 
they haftily retired to defend the banks of the 
Sarus '*! in Cilicia. That river, an* impetuous 
torrent , was about three hundred feet broad , 
the bridge was fortified with ftrong turrets, and 
the banks were lined with Barbarian archers. 
After a bloody conflidt , which continued tilJ the 
cv^ening, the Romans prevailed in the affault, 
and a Perfiah of gigantic fize was flain and 
thrown into the Sarus by the hand of the em- 
peror himfelf. The enemies were difperfed and 
difmaycd ; Heraclius purfuec;! his march to 
Sebafte in Cappadocia; and at the expiration of 
three years, the fame coaffc of the Euxine ap- 
plauded his return from a long and victorious 
^xpidition *\ 

Inftead of fkirmifliing on the frontier , the two Deliverance 
monarchs who difputed the empire of the Eaft °^ Conftanti. 
aimed their defperate ftrokes at the heart of their the Perfians 
rival. The military force of Perfia was wafted »"<* Avars , 
by the marches and c6mbats of twenty years ^ * * ^^^' 
and many of the veterans , who had furvived the 
perils of the fword and the climate, were ftill 
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h Ilk V. detained in the fortreffes of Egypt and Syria. 
Xtvi. But the revenge and ambition of Chofrots ex- 
baufted his kingdom ; and the new levies of 
fubjeds, ftrangers, and flaves, were divided into 
three formidable bodies **. The firft army of 
Jifty thoufand men, llluftrious by the ornament 
Snd title of the golden fpears ^ was deftined to 
inarch againft Heraclius ; the fecond was flationed 
to prevent his jundlion with the troops of his 
, brother Theodorus; and the third was command- 
ed to befiege Conftantinople , and to fecond the 
operations of the chagan , with whom the Perfian 
king had ratified a treaty of alliance and partition, 
Sarbar, the general of the third army, penetrat- 
ed through the provinces of Afia to the well- 
known camp of Chalcedon, and amufed himfelf 
with the deftrudlio4 of the facred and pro- 
fane buildings of the Afiatic fuburbs, while he 
impatiently waited the arrival of his Scythian 
friends on the oppofite fide of the Bofphorus. 
On th^e twenty - ninth of ' June, thirty - thou- 
fand Barbarians, the vanguard of the Avars, 
forced the long wall , and drove into the 
capital a promifcuous crowd of peasants, citi- 
zens, and foldiers. Fourfcore thoufand ** t)f 
his native fubjeds, and of the vaffal tribes of 
Gepidse, Ruffians, Bulgarians , and Sclavonians, 
advanced under the ftandard of the chagan; a 
month was fpent in marches and negociations , 
but the whole city was invefted on the thirty- 
iirft of July , from the fuburbs of Pera and Galata 

' 'to the Blachernac and feven towers; and the^ 
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inhabitants defcried with terror the flaming fignals chap. 

of the European and Afiatic fhorcs. In the xni:^n xlvi. 

while the maglftrates of Coiiftantinople repeatedly 

ftrove to purchafe the retreat of the chagan : but 

their deputies were rejedted and infulted; and he 

fuffered the patricians to ftand before his throne, 

while the Perfian envoys, in filk robes, were 

feated by his fide. ^' You fee,"faid the haughty 

Barbarian , " the proofs of my perfcdl unioa 

" with the great king; and his lieutenant is ready 

^ to /fend into my camp a feledl band of three 

^ thoufand warriors. Prefume no longer to tempt 

" your maftcr with a partial and inadequate ran- 

^' fom : your wealth and your city are the only 

** prefents worthy of my acceptance. For your- 

" felves, I fhall permit you to depart, each with 

^ an under-garment and a fhirt; and, at my 

^ entreaty, my friend Sarbar will not refufe a 

^ paffage through his lines. Your abfent prince, 

^^ even now a captive or a fugitive , has )eft 

*^ Conftantinople to its fate; nor can you efcape 

" the arms of the Avars and Perfians, unlefs 

^^ you could foar into the air like birds, unlefs 

^^ like fifhes you could dive into the waves ". '^ 

During ten fucceflive days, the capital was af-^ 

faulted by the Avars , who had made fome pro- 

grefs in the fcience of attack ; they advanced to 

fap or batter the wall, under the cover of the 

impenetrable tortoife; their engines difcharged a 

perpetual volley of ftones and darts; and twelve 

lofty towers of wood, exalted the A^mbatants 

to the height of the neighbouring ramparts* 
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CHAP. But the fenatc and people were ammated by tfie 
Xtvi. fpirit of Heraclius, \vho had detached to their 
relief a body of twelve thoufand cuiraffiers ; the 
powers of fire and mechanics were ufed with 
fuperior art and fucccfs in the defence of Coik 
flantinople; and the gallies, with two and three 
ranks oi oars, commanded the Bofpborus, and 
rendered the P«rfians the idle fpedators of the 
defeat of their allies. The Avars were repulfed; 
a. fleet of Sclavonian canoesi was deftroyed in the 
harbour; the vaffals of the chagan threatened to 
defert, his provifions were exhaufted, and after 
burning his engines, he gave the fignal of a flowr 
and formidable retreat. The devotion of the 
Romans afcribed this fignal deliverance to the 
virgm Mary; but the mother of Chrift would 
furely have condc^mned their inhuman murder 
, of the Perfian envoys, who were entitled to the 

rights of humanity, if they were not proteded 
by the laws of nations '\ 
Alliances tnrt After the divifion of his army, Heraclius pru- 
conqucfts of dcutly retired to the banks of the Phafis , from 
whence he maintained a dcfenfive war againft 
the fifty thoufand gold fpears of Perfia. Hi* 
anxiety was relieved by the deliverance of Coo- 
ftantinoplc; his hopes wer6 confirmed by a vie* 
tory of his brother Theodorus; ,an.d to the hof- 
tile league of Cbofrocs with the Avars > the Ro- 
man cmppror oppofed the ufeful and honourable 
alliance of the Turks. At his liberal invitation, 
the hord of Chozars *' tranfpnrted their tents 
from the plains of the Volga to the mountains of 
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Georgia; Heraclius received them in the neigh- Chap. 
bourhood of Teflis , and the 4chan >vith his no* xtvik 
bles difmounted from their horfes, if we may 
credit the Greeks , and fell proftratc on the 
ground , to adore the purple of the Caeiar. Such 
voluntary homage and important aid were enti- 
tled to the warmeft acknowledgments ; and the 
emperor, taking off his own diadem, placed it 
on the head of the Turkilh prince, whom he 
faluted with a tender embrace and the appellation 
of fon. After a fumptuous banquet, he prefented 
Ziebel with the plate and ornaments, the gold, 
the gems, and the filk, which had been ufed at 
the Imperial table , and , with his own hand , 
diftributed rich jewels and ear-rings to his new 
allies. In a fecret interview,* he produced the 
portrait of his daughter Eudocia**, condefcended 
to flatter the Barbarian with the promife of a 
fair and auguji' bride , obtained an immediate fuc« 
cour of forty thoufand horfe, and negociated k 
ftrong- diverfion of the Turkifli arms on the fide 
of the Oxus "*. The Perfians, in their turn^ 
retreated with precipitation; in the camp of 
Edeffa, Heraclius reviewed an army of feventy 
thoufand Romans tnA Grangers ; and fome months < 

were fucoefefuUy employed in the recovery of 
the cities of Syria , Mefopotamia , and Armenia^ 
whofe fortifications had been imperfsdUy reftorcd.* 
Sarbar ftill maintained the important ftation of 
Chalcedon; but the jealoufy of Chofroes, or the - 
artifice of Heraclius, foon alienated the mind ci 
thAt po^yerful fatrap from the fervice of h^ Jking 
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and country. ^ A meffengcr was intercepted with 
a real or fiditioUvS mandate to the cadarigan , or 
fecpnd in command, direding Him to fend, with-^ 
out delay, to the throne, the head of a guilty 
or unfortunate general. The difpatches were 
tranfmitted to Sarbar himfelf ; and as foon as be 
read the fentence of his own death, he dexteroufly 
inferted the names of four hundred officers, 
affemblcd a military council, and afked the Cada* 
rigan^ whether he was prepared to execute the 
commands of their tyrant. The Perfians unani* 
inoufly declared, that Chofroes had forfeited the 
fceptre ; a feparate treaty was concluded with the 
government of Conftantinople; and if fome con* 
fiderations of honour or policy reftrained Sarbar 
from joining the ftandard of Heraclius, the empe*- 
ror was affured that he might profecute , without 
interruption, his dcfigns of vidory and peace- 
. Deprived of his firmeft fupport, and doubtful 
of the fidelity of his fubjeds, the gr^atnefs of 
Chofroes was flill confpicuous in its ruins. The 
number of five hundred thoufand may be intei?- 
preted as an Oriental metaphor, to defcribe the 
men and arms , the- horfes and elephants that 
covered Media and Affyria againft the iovafioa. 
of Heraclius^ Yet the Romans boldly advanced 
frpm the Araxes to the Tigris, and the timid 
prudence of Rhazates was content to follow them 
by forced marches through a defolate country, 
till he received a peremptory mandate to riik the 
fate of Perfia in a decifive battle. Eaftward of 
^e Tigris, at tlie end of the bridge of Mofal, 
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the great Nineveh had formerly been eredled "': ch a p, 
the city , and even the ruins of the city, had long xlvi., 
fincc difappeared '**: the vacant fpace afforded a 
fyacious field for the operations of the two arnaies. 
But thefe operations are negleded by the Byzan*- 
dne hiftorians , and, like the authors of epic 
poetry and romance, they afcribe the vidlory^ 
not to the military condudl, but to the perfonal 
valour, of their favourite hero. On this memo- anil vfftories 
rable day, Heraclius, on his horfe Phallas, fur- Jj""*" *• 
paffed the braveft of his warriors; his lip was 
pierced with a fpear, the fteed was wounded in 
the thigh , but he carried his mafter fafe and vic- 
torious through the triple phalanx of the Barba^ 
rians. In the heat of the adlion, three valiant 
chiefs were fucceffively flain by the fword and 
lance of the emperor; among thefe was Rbazates 
himfelf; he fell like a foldier, but the fight of 
his head fcattercd grief and defpair through the * 

fainting ranks of the Perfians. His armour of 
pure and mafly gold, the fhield of one hundred 
and twenty plates, the fword and belt, the faddl^ 
and cuirafs, adorned th^ triumph of Heraclius^ 
and if be had not been faithful to Chrift and hitj 
mother > the champion of Ronoe might have of-r 
fered the fourth opime fpoils to the Jupiter of 
the Capitol **"*. In the battle of Nineveh , which 
was fiercely fought from day-break to the eleventh 
hour, twenty-eight ftandards, befide thofe which 
might be broken or torn, were taken from th^ 
Perfians; the greateft part of their army was cut 
in pieces 9 and the yidor^^ concetUin^ theijr ow4 
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CRAP, lofs, paffed tiie night on the field. They acknaw* 
acLVL ledge, that on this occafion, it was lefs difficult 
to kin than to difcomfit thefoldicrs of Chofrocs; 
amidft the bodies of their friends, no more than 
two bow-lhot from the enemy, the remnant of 
the Perfian cavalry ftood firm till the feventh 
hour of the night; about the eighth hour, they 
retired to their unriflcd camp , coUeded their 
baggage , and difperfed on all fides , from the 
want of orders rather than of refolution. The 
diligence of Heraclius was not lefs admirable in 
the ufe of yidlory; by a march of forty-eight 
miles in four and twenty hours, his vanguard 
occupied the bridges of the great and the leffcf 
Zab; and the cities and palaces of Aflyria Were 
open for the firft time to the Romans. By a juft 
gradation of magnificent fcenes , they penetra^d 
to the royal feat of Daftagerd , and, though much 
of the treafure had been removed , and much 
had been expended, the remaining wealth appears 
to have exceeded their hopes, and even to have 
fatiated their avarice. Whatever could not be 
eafily tranfported, they confumed with fire, that 
Chofroes might feel the arigui/h of thofe wounds, 
which he had fo often ihflided on the provinces 
of the empire : and juftice might allow the ex^ 
tufe , if the defolation had been confined to the 
works of regal luxury, if national hatred, mu 
litary licenfe, and religious zeal, had not wafted 
with equal rage the habitations and the temples 
of the guiltlcfs fubjed. The recovery of three 
hundred Roman ilandards, and the deliverance 

of 
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©f the numerous captives of Edefla and Alexan- chap. 
dria, refledl a purer glory on the arms of Heraclius. xlvi. 
From the palace of Daftagerd, he purfqed his 
inarch within a few miles of Modain or Ctefi- 
phon , till he was flopped , on the banks of the 
Arba, by the difficulty of the pafTage, the rigour - 
of the feafon , and perhaps the fame of an im- 
pregnable capital. The return of the emperor 
is marked by the modern name of the city of 
Sherhzour; he fortunately paffed mount Zara, 
before the fnow, which fell inceffantly thirty-four 
days, ^nd the citizens of Gandzaca, or Tauris, 
were compelled to entertain his foldiers and their 
horfes with an hofpitable reception "*. 

When the ambition of Chofroes was reduced ^^^sht of 
to the defence of his hereditary kingdom , the a. 0^627 , 
love of glory, or even the fenfe of fliame, fliould Dec. 29. 
have urged him to meet his rival in tjie field. In 
the battle of Nineveh, his courage might have 
taught the Perfians to vanquifh, or he might 
have fallen with honour by the lance of a Roman 
emperor. The fucceffor of Cyrus thofe rather, at 
afecure diftance, to expedl the event, to aflemble 
the relics of the defeat, and to retire by meafured 
fteps before the march of Heraclius, till he beheld 
"with a figh the once loved manfionsof Daftagerd.- 
Both his friends and enemies were perfuaded, ^^ 

that it was the intention of Chofroes to bury 
himfelf under the ruins of the city 4lid palace : 
and as both might have been equally adverfc to 
his flight, the monarch of Afia, with Sira, and 
three concubines , efcaped through an hole in tho 
V0L.VIIL P 
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CHAP.* wall nine days before the arrival of rhe Romans. 
XLVi. The flow and Ilately proceflion in which he 
ihewed himfelf to the proftrate crowd, was changed 
to a rapid, and fecret journey ; and the firft even- 
ing he loaged in the cottage of a peafant, whofc 
humble door would fcarcely give admittance ta 
the great king '*^ His fuperftition was fubdued 
by fear: on the third day, he entered with joy 
the fortifications of Ctefiphon; yet he ftill doubted 
of his fafety till he had oppofed the river Tigris 
to the purfuit of the Romans. The difcovery of 
his flight agitated with terror and tumult the pa- 
lace, the city, and the camp of Daftagerd: the 
fatraps hefitated whether they had moft to fear 
from their fovereign or the ^nemy; and the 
females of the haram were aftonifhed and pleafed 
by the fight of mankind, till the jealous hulband 
of three thoufand v/ives again confined them to 
a more diftant caftle. At his command, the army 
of Daftagerd retreated to a new camp: the front 
. " was covered by the Arba, and a line of two 
hundred elephants ; the troops of the more diftant 
provinces fucceffively arrived , and the vileft 
domeftics of the king and fatraps were enrolled 
for the laft defence of the throne. It was ftill 
\ in the power of Chofroes to obtain a reafonable 
peace j and he was repeatedly prefled by the mef- 
fengers of lleraclius, to fpare the blood of his 
fubjeds, and to relieve an humane conqueror 
from the painful duty of carrying fire and (word 
^ through rhe faireft countries of Afia. But the 
pride of the Perfian had not yet funk to the level 
of his fortune; he derived a momentary confiidcnce 
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from the retreat of the emperor ; he wept with CRAP* 
impotent rage over the ruins of his Affyrian pa*- jIlvi% 
laces , and difregarded too long the rifing mur- 
murs of the nation, who complained that their 
lives and fortunes were facrificed to the obftinacy 
of an old man. That unhappy old man w«is 
himfelf tortured with the fharpeft pains both of 
mind and body; and, in the confcioufnefs of his 
approaching end, he refolved to fix the tiara oa 
the head of Merdaza, the moft favoured of his 
fons. But the will of Chofroes was no lofiger 
revered, and Siroes, who gloried in the rank and 
merit of his mother Sira, had confpired with the 
malecontents to affert and anticipate the rights of 
primogeniture "*. Twenty -two fatraps, they 
ftyled themfelves patriots, were tempted by the 
wealth and honours of a new reign : to the fol- 
dicrs , thei heir of Chofroes promifed an encreafe 
of pay , to the Chriftians the free exercife of their 
religion; to the captives, liberty and rewards j 
and to the nation, inftant peace and the redudion ^ 

of taxes. It was determined by the Confpirators, 
that Siroes, with the enfigns of royalty, fhould 
appear in the camp; and if the enterprife fhouldt 
fail, his efcape was contrived to the Imperial 
court. But the new monarch was faluted with 
unanimous acclamations ; the flight of Chofroes 
(yet where could he have fied?) was rudely ar-HeUdt* 
refted, eighteen fons were maffacred before his^^^jj* 
face, and he was thrown into a dungeon, where Fekroary 2*5; 
he expired on the fifth day. The Greeks and 
modern Pcrfuiis jninutclv^.dcfcribc how Chofroct 
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vras infulted , and famiihed , and tortured , hy the 
command of an inhuman fon , who fo far furpa£t 
fed the example of his father : but at the time of 
his death, what tongue would relate the ftorj^ 
of the parricide? what eye could penetrate into 
the tower of darknefs? According to the faith and 
mercy of his Chriftian enemies , he funk without 
hope into a ftill deeper abyfs *"'; and it will not 
be denied , that tyrants of every age and fed arc 
the bcft entitled .to fuch infernal abodes. The 
glofy of the houfe of Saffan ended with the life 
of Chofroes: his unnatural fon enjoyed only eight 
months the fruit of his crimes ; and in the fpacc 
of four years , the regal title was affumed by nine 
candidates, who 4ifputed, with the fword or 
dagger, the fragments of an exhaufted monarchy. 
Every province, and each city of Perfia, was 
the fcene of independence , of difcord , and of 
blood, and the ftate of anarchy prevailed about 
eight years longer, till the fadions were filenced 
and united under the common yoke of the Ara« 
bian caliphs "*. 

As foon as the mountains became paflabic , the 
emperor received the welcome news of the fuc- 
cefs of the confpiracy, the death of Chofroes , and 
the elevation of his eldeft fon to the throne of 
Perfia. The authors of the revolution, eager to 
difplay their merits in the court or camp of Tau- 
ris, preceded the ambaffadors of Siroes, who de- 
livered the letters of their mafter to his brother 
the eqiperor of the Romans "*. In the language 
of the ufurpers of every age, he imputes his own 
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crimes to the Deity, and, without degrading his c H A F* 
equal majefty, he offers to reconcile the long xLVt 
difcord of the two nations , by a treaty of peace 
and alliance more durable than brafs or iron. The 
f onditions of the treaty nvere eafily defined and 
faithfully executed. In the recovery of the 
ftandards and prifoners which had fallen into the 
hands of the Perfians, the emperor imitated the 
example of Auguftus , their care of the national 
dignity was celebrated by the poets of the times^ 
but the decay of genius may be meafured by the 
diftarice between Horace and George of Pifidia: 
the fubjedls and brethren of Heraclius were re* 
deemed from perfecution, flavery, and exile; 
but, inftead of the Roman eagles, the true wood ^ 
of the holy crofs was reftored to the importunate 
demands of the fucceffor of Conftantine. Th# 
vicflor was not ambitious of enlarging the weak- 
nefs of the empire; the fon of Chofroes aban-* 
doned without regret the conquefts of his father; 
the Perfians who evacuated the cities of Syria 
and Egypt were honourably condudled to the 
frontier, and a war which had wounded the vitals 
of the two monarchies, produced no change in 
their external and relative fituatioii* The return 
of Heraclius from Tauris to Conftantinople , was 
a perpetual triumph ; and after the exploits of 
fix glorious campaigns, he peaceably enjoyed the 
fabbath of his toils. After a long impatience , the 
fenate, the clergy, and the people, went forth 
to meet their hero, with tears and acclamations, 
with olive branches and innumerable lamps: Ixt 
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fc H A p. entered * the Capital in a' chariot drawn by four 

XI VI. elephants ; and as foon as the emperor could 

difengage himfelf from the tumult of public joy, 

lie tafted more genuine fatisfadlion in the embra- 

cies of his mother and his fon "*. 

The fucceeding year was illuftrated by a triumph 
of a very different kind , the reftitution of the 
true crofs to the holy fepulcKre. Heraclius per- 

» formed in perfon the pilgrimage of Jerirfalem , the 

identity of the relick was verified by the difcreet 
patriarch '", and this auguft ceremony has been 
commemorated by the annual feftival of the exal- 
' tation of the crofs. Before the emperor prefumed 
to tread the confecrated ground , he was inftrudled 
to ftrip himfelf of the diadem and purple , the 
pomp and vanity of the world : but in the judg- 
ment of hrs clergy, the perfecution of the Jews 
was more eafily reconciled with the precepts of 
the gofpel. He again afcended his throne to receive 
the congratulations of the ambaffadors of France 
and India: and the fame of Mofes, Alexander, 
and Hercules *'*, was eclipfed, in the popular 
eftimation, by the fuperior merit and glcwry of 
the great Heraclius. Yet the deliverer of the 
Eaft was indigent and feeble. Of the Pcrfian fpoils , 
the moft valuable portion had been expended itt 
the war, diftributed to the foldiers*, or buried^ 
by an unlucky tempeft, in the waves of theEux- 
ine. The confcience of the emperor was oppreffed 
by the obligation of reftoring the wealth of the 
clergy, which he had borrowed for their own 
defence : a perpetual fund was required to fatisf^ 
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thefe inexorable creditors ; the provinces, already chap. 
•wafted by the arms and avarice of the Perfians, xlvi. 
were compelled to a fecond payment of the fame 
taxes ; and the arrears of a funple citizen , the 
treafarer ofDamafcus, were commuted to a fine 
of one hundred thoufand pieces of gold. The 
lofs of two hundred thoufand foldicrs '^' who had 
fallen by the fword , was of lefs fatal importance 
than the decay of arts, agriculture, and popula- 
tion, in this long and deftrudlive war: and al- 
though a vidorious army had been formed under 
the ftandard of Heraclius, the unnatural eflfort 
appears to have exhaufted rather thari exercifed 
their ft;rength. While the emperor triutnphed at 
Conftantinople or Jerufalem , an obfcure town on 
the confines of Syria was pillaged by the Sara- 
cens, and they cut in pieces fome troops wha 
advanced to its- relief: an ordinary an<^ trifling 
occurrence , had it not been the prelude of a 
mighty revolution, Thefe robbers were the apof- 
tles of Mahomet; their fanatic valour had emerged 
from the defert; and in the laft eight years of his 
reign , Heraclius loft to the Arabs , the fame pro- 
vinces which he had refcued from the Perfians. 
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Theological JJiJlory of the Doflrine of the Incarna- 
nation, — The Human and Divine nature of Chrijf, 

— Enmity of the Patriarchs . of Alexandria and 
Conjiantinople, — St. Cyril and Ne/iorius. — Third 
General Council of Ephefus. — Herefy pfEutyches. — 
Fourth General Council of Chalcedon, — Civil and 
Ecclejlafiical Difcord, — Intolerance of JuJIinian. — p 
The Three Chapters^ — r The Monothelite Controverfy, 
^^ State pf the Oriental Se^s : -^1, The Nejlorians^. 

— II, The Jacobites, — III. The Maronites. — IV. 
The Armenians-^ V. The Copts and Abyffinians, 

x\FTER the cxtindion of paganifm , the Chrit 
tians jn peace and piety might have enjoyed 
their folitary triumph. But the principle of dif- 
cord was alive in their bofom, and they were 
more folicitous to .explore the nature , than to 
pradife the laws , of their founder. I have already 
obferved , that the difputes of the Trinity were 
fucceeded by thofe of the Incarnation ; alike 
fcandalous to the church , alike pernicious to 
the ftate , ftill more minute in their origin , ftili 
more durable in their efFeds. It is my defign to 
comprife in the prefent chapter, a religious war 
of two hundred and fifty years , to reprefent the 
ecclefiaftical and political fchifm of the Oriental 
feds , and to introduce their clamorous or fangui- 
nary contefts , by a modeft enquiry into the dodrx- 
nes of the primitive church '. 
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I. A laudable regard for the honour of the firft chap. 
profelytes, has countenanced the belief, the xlvil 
hope , the wifli , that the Ebionites , or at leafl: '• ^ p"" 
the Nazarenes , were diliinguifhed only by their Ebionites. 
obftinate perfeverance in the pradlice of the 
Mofaic rites. Their churches have difappeared, 
their books are obliterated ; their obfcure freedom 
might allow a latitude of faith, and the foftnefs 
of their infant creed would be varioufly moulded 
by the zeal or prudence of three hundred years. 
Yet the moft charitable criticifm muft refufe thefe 
fedaries any knowledge of the pure and proper 
divinity of Chrift. Educated in the fchool of 
Jewilh prophecy and prejudice , they had never 
been taught to elevate their hopes above an 
human and temporal Meffiah *. If they had cou- 
rage to hail their king when he appeared in a 
plebeian garb , their groffer apptehenfions were 
incapable of difcehiing their God , who had 
ftudioufly difguifed his celeftial charadfcr under 
the name and perfon of a mortal *. The familiar 
companions of Jefus of Nazareth converfed with 
their friend and countryman, who, in all the 
a<^ions of rational^ and aniroal life, appeared of 
the fame fpecies with themfelves. His progrefs 
from infancy to youth and manhood, was mark- 
ed by a regular increafe in ftature and wifdom ; 
and after a painful agony of mind and body, 
he expired on the crofs. He lived and died for 
the fervice of mankind : but the life and death 
of Socrates had likewife been devoted to the 
c^yfe of religion and juftice; and although tho 
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CHAP.' ftoic or the hero may difdain the humble virtues 
XLVii. of Jefus, the tears which he flied over his friend 
and country, may be efteemed the pureft evi- 
dence of his humanity. The miracles of the go-' 
fpel could not aftonifh a people who held, with 
intrepid faith, the more fplcndid prodigies of the 
IVlofaic law. The prophets of ancient days had 
cured difeafes, raifed the dead, divided the fea, 
flopped the fun, andafcended to heaven in aiiery 
chariot. And the metaphorical ftyle of the He- 
brews might afcribc to a faint and marfyr, the 
adoptive title of Son of God. 
H!s birth and Yet in the infufficient creed of the Nazarenes 
and the Ebionites, a diftindlion is faintly, noticed 
between the heretics, who confounded the ge- 
neration of Chrift in thfi common order of na- 
ture, and the lefs guilty fchifmatics, who revered 
the virginity of his mother ; and excluded the aid 
of an earthjy father. The incredulity of the 
former ^fas countenanced by the vifible circum- 
ftances of his birth , the l^gal marriage of his re- 
puted parents, Jofeph and Mary, and his lineal 
claim to the kingdom of David and the inherit- 
ance of Judah. But the fecret and authentic 
hiftory has been recorded in feveral copies of the 
gofpel according to St. Matthew *, which thefe 
Cedlaries long preferved in the original Hebrew * 
as the fole evidence of their faith. The natural 
fufpicions of the hufband , confcious of his own 
chaftity, were difpelled by the affurance {in a 
dream ) that his wife was pregnant of the Holy 
Ghoft: and as this diftant and domeftic prodigy 
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could no^ ftU. under thfe perfonal obfervadon of p H a F. 
the hiftomn, he muft have liftened to the fame ^lvu. 
Voice which didlated to Ifaiah the future concep- 
tion of a virgin. The fon of a virgin , generate^ 
by the inefFabjIe operation of the Holy Spirit, 
was a creature without example or refemblance, 
Superior in every attribute of mind and body tq 
the children of Adam. Since the introduction of 
the Greek or Chaldean philofophy *, the Jews ' 
were pjsrfuaded of the pre-exillence , tranfmigra- 
tion, and immortality of fouls; and Providence was 
jjuftified by a fuppofttion , that they were con- 
fined in their earthly prifons to expiate the ftains 
W;hich^ .they had con traded in a former ftate*^ 
But the. degrees of purity and corruption arc 
almoft immeafarable. It might be fairly prefumed, 
that the moft fublime and virtuous of human 
fpirits was infufed into the offspring of Mary 
and the Holy Ghoft/;.tbat his abafement was 
the refult of his voluntary choice; and that the 
objed of his miflion.w^s, to purify, not hi^ 
own, but the finsof jcHe. world. On his retura 
to his native- flcies, he received the immenfe re- 
ward of his obedience; the everlaftiag kingdom 
of the Meffiah .which bad been darkly foretold 
by the prophets , under the carnal images of 
peace, of cohqueftj, and of dominion. Ojunipo* 
tence could enlarge- the human faculties of Chrift? 
to the extent of his celeftial office. In the lan- 
guage of antiquity , this title of God has not been 
feverely confined, to the firft parent, and his in-- 
comparable miriifter, his only begotten Son^ 
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might claim, without prefumption, the religious,' 
though fecondary , worfhip of a fubjedl world. ^ 
IL The feeds of the faith , which had flowly 
arifen in the rbcky and ungrateful foil of Judea,' 
were tranfplanted , in full maturity, to the hap* 
pier climes of the Gentiles; and the ftrangers oi 
Rome or Afia, who never beheld the manhoodJ 
were the more readily difpofed to embrace the 
divinity , of Chrift. The polytheift and the phi* 
lofopher, the Grfeek and the Barbarian, were 
alike accuftomed to conceive a long fucceffion, 
an infinite chain of angels or d^emons^, or deities, 
or seons, or emanations, iffuing from the throne 
of light. Nor could it feem ftrange or incredible, 
that the firft of thefe seons , the Logos , or word 
of God , of the fame fubftance with the Father 
fliould defcertd upon earth , to deliver the 
human race from vice and error , and to condudk 
them in the paths of life and immortality. But 
the prevailing dodlrine of the eternity and inhe* 
rent pravity of matter, infedled the primitive 
churches of the Eaft, Many among the Gentile 
profdytes , refufed to believe that a celcftial 
fpirit, an undivided portion of the firft effence, 
had been perfonally united with a mafs of impure 
and contaminated fiielhj and, in their zeal iot 
the divinity , they pioufly abjured the humanity, 
of Chrift. While his blood was ftill recent oa 
mount Calvary ", the DoceteSj a numerous and 
learned fed of Afiatics , invented the phantqftic 
fyftem , which was after\vards propagated by the 
Marcionites ^ the JVIanichaeans^ and the various 
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names of the Gnoftic herefy "• They denied c H a f* 
the truth and authenticity of the gofpels , as far xltii. 
as they relate the conception of Mary, the birth, 
of Chrift, and the thirty years that preceded the 
cxercife of his miniftry. He firft appeared on 
the banks of the Jordan in the farm of perfed 
manhood; but it was a form only, and not a 
fiibftance; an human figure created by the hand 
of Omnipotence to imitate the faculties and adions 
of a man, and to impofe a pefpetual iilufibn on 
the fenfes of his friends and enemies. Articulate 
founds vibrated on the ears of the difciples ; but the 
image which was impreffed on their optic nerve, 
eluded the more ftubborn evidence of the touch ; 
and theyenjpyed the fpiritual , not the corporeal, 
prefence of the Son of God. The rage of the 
Jews was idly wafted againft an impaffive phan. 
tom ; and the myftic fcenes of the paffion and 
death, the refurredion and afcenfion of Chrift, • 
were reprefented on the theatre of Jerufalem for 
the benefit. of mankind. If it were urged, that 
fuch ideal mimicry , futh inceflant deception , 
was unworthy of the God of truth , the Docetes 
agreed with too many of their orthodox brethren 
in the juftification of pious falfehood. Jn the 
fyftem' of the Gnoftics , the Jehovah of Ifrael , 
the creator of this lower world, was a rebelh'ous, 
or at leaft an ignorant fpirit. The Son of God 
defcended upon earth to abolifh his temple and 
his law; and, for the accomplilhmcnt of this 
tdutary end, he dexteroufly transferred to his 
own perfon the hope and predidioa of a tem- 
poral Meffiah. 
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One of the moft fubtle difputants of the IVra*^ 
nichaean fchbol,'has f)refred the danger and iodtf- 
cency of ftippofing, that the God of the ChriftianSi 
in the ftate of an human fcetus; emerged at the 
end of nine months from a female womb. Th^ 
pious horror of his ahtagonhft*» provoked them to 
difclaim all fenfual circumftances of conceptioii 
and delivery ; to maintain, that the divimi^L^iaffedi 
through Mary like a fun-beam through a plate of 
glafs; and to afTcrt , that the feal of her virginity 
remained unbroken even at the moment when (he 
became the mother of Chrift. But the rafhnefe 
of thefe coricefljons has encouraged a milder fenti*- 
ment of thofe Docetes who taught , not that Chrift 
was a phantom, but that he was clothed with an 
impaffible and incorruptible body. Such , indeed, 
in the more orthodox fyfteim he has aoquiredfmce 
his refurredlion , and fuch he muft have always 
poffefled , ifit were capable of pervading, wth- 
out refiftance or injury, the denfity of interme- 
diate matter. Devoid of its moft effential proper- 
ties, it might be exempt from the attributes and 
anfirihities of the flefh. A foetus that could increaft 
from an invifible point to its full maturity ; a child 
that could attain the ftature of perfedl manhood , 
without deriving any nourifhnfent from the ordi* 
nary fources , might continue to exift without repair- 
ing a daily wafte by a daily fupply of externa] mat- 
ter. Jcfus might fhare the repafts of his difciples , 
without being fubjed to the calls of thirft or hunger; 
and his virgin purity was never fullied by the invo- 
luntary ftsiins of fenfual concupifcence* Of a body 
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thus fmgularly conftituted , a queftion would arifc, chap; 
by what means, and of what materials, it was XLVtL 
originally framed ; and our founder theology is 
ftartled by an anfwer which was not peculiar to 
the Gnoftics , that both the form and the fubftance 
proceeded from the divine effence. The idea of 
pure and abfolute fpirit is a refinement of modern 
philofophy; the incorporeal effence, afcribed by 
the ancients to human fouls , celeftial beings , and 
even the Deity himfelf , does not exclude the 
notion of extended fpace ; and their imagination ' 

was fatisfied with a fubtle nature of air, or fire, 
or aether, incomparably more perfedl than the 
groffnefs of the material world. If we define the 
place , we muft defcribe the figure , of the Deity. 
Our experience, perhaps our vanity, reprefents 
the powers of reafon and virtue under an human 
form. The Anthropomorphites , who fwarmed x 

among the monks of Egypt and the Catholics of 
Africa , could produce the exprefs declaration of 
fcripture , that man was made after the image of 
his Creator". The venerable Serapion , one of 
the faints of the Nitrian defert, relinquiflied , with 
many a tear, his darling prejudice; and bewailed, 
like an infant , his unlucky converfion , which 
had ftolen away his God, and left his mind with- 
out^ any vifible objedl of faith or devotion''. 

III. Such were the fleeting fhadows of the ni. Double 
Docetes. A more fubftantial , though lefs fimple |^'„'"i^"/^ ^^' 
hypothefis, was contrived by Cerinthus ofAfia**, 
who dared to oppofe the laft of the apoilles. 
Placed on the confines of the Jewifh and Gentile 
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e H A p. world, he laboured to reconcile the Gnoftic with 
XL VII. the Ebionite , by confeffing in the fame Meffiah 
the fupernatural union of a man and a God: 
and this myftic dodrine was adopted with many 
fanciful improvements by Carpocrates , Bafilides, 
and Valentine'' , the heretics of the Egyptian 
fchool. In their eyes, Jesus of Nazareth was a 
mere mortal, the legitimate fon of Jofeph and 
Mary: but he was the beft and wifeft of the 
human race, feleded as the worthy inftrument 
to reftore upon earth the worittiip of the true and 
fupreme Deity. When he was baptifed in the 
Jordan, the Christ, the firft of the aeons, the 
Son of God himfelf, defcended on Jefus in the 
form of a dove, to inhabit his mind, and diredl 
his adtions during , the allotted period of his mi- 
niftry. When the Meffiah was delivered into the 
hands of the Jews, the Chrift, an immortal and 
impaffible being , forfook his earthly tabernacle , 
flew back to the pleroma or world of fpirits ; and 
left the folitary Jefus to fuffer, to complain, and 
to expire. But the juftice and generofity of fuch 
a defcrtion are flrongly qucftionable ; and the fate 
of an innocent martyr , at firft impelled , and at 
length abandoned , by his divine companion , 
might provoke the pity and indignation of the 
profane. Their murmurs were varioufly filenced 
by the fedaries who efpoufed and modified the 
double fyftem ofCerinthus. It was alleged , that 
when Jefus was nailed to the crofs , he was endow- 
ed with a miraculous apathy of mind and body , 
which rendered him infenfible of his. apparent 

fufferings. 
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fufferings. It AVas affirmed , that tbefe momentfitry , c h a-p. 
though real pangs , would be abundantly repaid xLViL 
by the temporal reign of a thoufand years refcrv- 
ed for the Meffiah in his kingdom of the new 
Jerufiilem. It was, infinuated, that if he fuffered, 
he defervcd to fuffer; that human nature is never 
abfolutely pcrfecfl; and that the crofs and paffioia 
might ferve to expiate the venial tranfgreilions of 
the fon of Jofeph , before his myfterious union 
^ith the Son of God*'. 

IV. All thofe who believe the immateriality fv« f^*'^"* 
of the foul , a fpecious and noble tenet , poiuft LTApoiumL 
confefs , from their prefent experience , the in- nis. 
comprchenfible union of mind and matter. A fimi- 
lar union is not inconfiftent with a much higher, 
or even with the higheft degree, of mental facul- 
ties; and the incarnation of an seon or archangel, 
the moft perfedl of created fpirits , does not in- 
volve any pofitive contradidion or abfurdity. In 
the age of religious freedom , which was deter- 
mined by the council of Nice, the dignity of Chrift 
was meafured by private judgment according to 
the indefinite rule of fcripture, or reafon , or tra- 
dition. But when his pure and proper divinity 
had been^ftablifhed on the ruins of Arianifm, 
the faith of the Catholics trembled on the edge of 
a precipice where it was impoffible to recede , 
dangerous to ftand , dreadful to fall ; and the ma- 
nifold inconveniences of their creed we!re aggra- 
vated by the fublime charadler of their theology. . ' 
They heficated to pronounce ; that God himfelf , 
the fecond pcrfon of an equal and confubftantiaj 
Vol. VIIL O 
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c H A P. trinity , was manifcfted in the flefh" ; that a being 
XLVii. who pervades the univerfe, had been confined 
in the womb of Mary ; that his eternal di>ration 
had been marked by the days, and months, and 
years of human exiftence ; that the Almighty had 
been fcourged and crucified ; that his impaf* 
fible effence had felt pain and anguiih ; that his 
omnifcicnce was not exempt from ignorance ; 
and that the fource of life and immortality expir* 
ed on mount Calvary, Thefe alarming confe- 
quences were affirmed with unblufhing fimplicity 
by Apollinaris " , bifhop of Laodicea , and one 
of the luminaries of the church. The fon of a 
learned grammarian , he was (killed in all the 
fciences of Greece ; eloquence , erudition , and 
phiiofophy, confpicuous ^ the volumes of Apol- 
linaris , were humbly devoted to the fervice of 
religion. The worthy friend of Athanafius, tlic 
worthy antagonift of Julian , he bravely wreftled 
with the Arians and Polytheifts, and, though he 
affecfted the rigour of geometrical demonftration ^ 
his commentaries revealed the hteral and allego- 
rical fenfc of the fcriptures. A myftery , which 
had long floated in the loofenefs of popular 
belief, was defined by his perverfe diligence in 
a technical form; and he firll proclaimed the me- 
morable words, " One incarnate nature of Cbrift, '' 
^f which are ftill re-echoed with hoftile clamours 
in the churches of Afia , Egypt, and ^Ethiopia. 
He taught that the Godhead was united or 
mingled with the body of a man; and that the 
Loffosy the eternal wifdom, fupplied in the flefti 
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the place and office of an human foul. Yet as chap.. 
the profound dodlor had been terrified at his iLVH* 
own raQinefe , ApoUinaris was heard to mutter 
fome faint accents of excufe and explanation. He 
acquiefced in the. old diftindlion of the Greek 
philofophers , between the rational and fenfitive 
foul of man; that he might referve the Lo^os for 
intelledual fundions, and employ th^ fubordinate 
human principle in the meaner adions of animal 
life. With the moderate Docetes, he revered 
Mary as the fpiritual^ rather than as the carnal, 
mother of Chrift, whofe body either came from 
heaven , impaffible and incorruptible , or was 
abforbed, and as it were transformed, into the 
offence of the Deity. The fyftcm of ApoUinaris 
was flrenuoufly encountered by the Afiatic andl 
Syrian divines, whofe fchools are honoured by 
the names of Bafil , Gregory , and Chryfoftom , 
and tainted by thofe of Diodorus , Theodore y 
^nd Neftorius. But the perfon of the aged 
bifhop of^Laodicea, his charader and dignity, 
remained inviolate; and his rivats, fince we may 
not fufped them of the weaknefs of toleration ^ 
were aftoniflied , perhaps , by the novelty of the 
argument, and diffident of the final fentence o£. 
the Catholic- church. Her judgment at length 
inclined in their favour; the herefy of ApoUinaris 
Was condemned y and the feparate congregations 
of his difciples >yere profcribed by the Imperial. 
laws. But his principles were fecretly entertained 
in the moaafteries of Egypt, and bis enemies feljfr 
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c H A P» the hatred of Theophilus and Cyril the fucceffiv^ 
xLvil. patriarchs of Alexandria. 
V. Orthodox ^- Thc grovclitig Ebionitc , and the phantaftic 
cQnrentand Docetcs, wcrc rcjedlcd and forgotten: the recent 
«al againft the tirrors of Apollinaris , reduced the 
Catholics to a feeming agreement \;t^ith the double: 
nature of Cerinthus. But ihftead ot a temporary 
and occaffonal alliance, they eftabliflied, and -we 
ftill embrace, the fubftantial, indiffoluble , and 
cverlafting union of a perfecfl God, with a pier- 
fedl man, of the fecond perfon of the trinity 
tsrith a reasonable foul and human flefh. In the 
beginning of the fifth century , the unity of thc 
tT*a natures was? the prevailing dodlrine of the 
church. On all fides , it \vas confeffed , that the 
mode of their co-exiftence could neither be repre- 
fented by our ideas nor expreffed by our language. 
Yet a fccret and incurable difcord Mras cherilhed , 
between thofe who were moft apprehenfive of 
confounding, and thofe who were moft fearful 
of feparating, the divinity, and the humanity 
of Ghrift. Impelfed by religious frenzy, they 
fled with adverfe hafte from the error which 
they mutually deemed moft deftrudtive of truth 
and falvation. On either hand they were anxious 
to guard, they were jealous to defend, the union 
and the diftindtion of the two natures, and to 
invent fuch forms of fpeech, fuch fymbols of 
dodrine , as were leaft fufceptible of doubt or 
ambiguity. The poverty of ideas and language 
tempted them to ranfad:k art and nature for every 
poffible comparifon , and each eomparifon milled 
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jthcir fancy in the explanation of an incomparable chap. 
myftcry. In the polemic microfcopc, an atom xtvii. 
IS enlarged to a monfter, and each party was 
ikilful to exaggerate the abfurd or impious con- 
clufions that might be extorted from the princi- 
ples of their adverfaries. To efcape from each 
other, they wandered through many a dark and 
devious thicket, till they were aftonifbed by the 
horrid phantoms of Cerinthus and Apollinari$ , 
who guarded the oppofite iffues of the theological 
Jabyrinth. As foon as they beheld the twilight 
^of fenfe and herefy, they parted, meafured back 
their fteps, and were again involved in tlic gloom 
joi impeojetfable orthodoxy. To purge themfelves 
from the gpilt or reproach of damnable error, 
they difavow^d their confequences , explained 
their principles , excufe/d their indifcretions , and 
unanimqufly pronounced the founds of concord 
and faith. Yet a latent and almoft invifiblc fparfe 
flill lurkec} among the embers of controverfy : 
by the breath of prejudice a.nd paffion, it was^ 
quickly kindled to a mighty flame, and the verbal 
difputes " of the Oriental feds have Ibaken the 
pillars of the church and ftate. 

\ The name of Cyril of Alexandria is famous cyrit, p«* 
ii) controverfial ftory, and the title oi faint ^ is a*'^j*"^°f , 
mark that his opinions and his party have finally a d. 412/ 
prevailed. In the houfe of his uncle, the arch-O^ober js- 
bilhop TNophilus', he imbibed the orthodox j*„e 
leffoiis of zeal and dominion , and five years of 
his ypitith were profitably fpent in the adjacent 
jpionaftcries of Nitria. Under the tuition of the 

as 
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c H A P. abbot Serapion, he applied bimfelf to ecclcfiaftical 
KLVii. ftudies, with fuch indefatigable ardour, that in 
the courfe of om fleeplefs night , he h^s perufcd 
the four gofpels, the catholic epiftlcs, ^nd the 
epiftle to the Romans. Origen he detefted \ but 
fbe writings of Clemens and Dionyfius, of Atha.* 
nafius and Bafil ; wer,e continually in h{s hands: 
by the theory and pradjtice of difpute , his faith 
was confirmed and his wit was fharpened ; he 
jextended round his cell the cob\yebs of fchoJaftic 
theolpgy, and meditated the works of allegory 
and metaphyfics, wh'ofe remains, in feven verbofe , 
folios , now peaceably flumber by the fide of 
their rivals *'. Cyril prayed and fafted in the 
defert, but his thoughts (it is the reproach of a 
friend *') were ftill fi^ed on the World; and the. 
call of Theophilus, who fummoned him to the 
tumult of cities and fynpds , was too readily 
obeyed by the afpiring hermit, with thfe appro- 
bation of his uncle , he affumed the office , and 

. acquired the fame , of a popular preacher. His 
cpiiaejy perfon adorned the pulpit , the har- 
mony of his voice *refounded in the cathedral, 
Jiis friends ^yere ftationed to lead or fecond the 
yipplaufe of the congregation ** , and the hafty 
notes of the fcribes preferved his difcourfes , 
which , in thci;i* effedt , though not in their 

. compofition , might be compared with thofe of 

(the Athenian orators. The death of Theophilus 

expanded and realifed the hopes of his nephew. 

The clergy of Alexandria was divided ; the 

'-foldiers and their general fupported the claims of 
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iht archdeacoji j but a refiftlefs multitude , with c hak 
voices and with hands, afferted the caufe of xlvil 
their favourite , and , after a period of thirty- 
Dine years, Cyril was feated on the throne of 
Athanafius *'. 

The prize was not unworthy of his ambition. His tyranny. 
At a diftance from the court, and at the head of ^i4°\i,'^ft«. 
an immenfe capital, the patriarch, as he was 
now ftyled, of Alexandria had gradually ufurpcd 
the ftate and authority of a civil magiftrate. The 
public and private charities of the city were 
managed by his difcretion; his voice inflamed or 
appealed the paflions of the multitude; his com- 
mands were blindly obeyed by his numerous and 
fanatic parabolani *\ familiarifed in their daily 
office with fcenes of death ; and the prsefedls of 
Egypt were awed or provoked by the temporal 
power of thefe Chriftian pontiffs. Ardent in the 
profecution of herefy, Cyril aufpicioufly opened 
his reign by oppreffing the Novatians, the moft 
innocent and harmlefs of the fedlaries. The ia- 
terdidlion of their religious worfhip, appeared in 
his eyes a juft and meritorious adl; and he con-» 
fifcated their holy veflels, without apprehending 
the guilt of facrilege. The toleration , and even 
the privileges of the Jews, who had multiplied 
to the number of forty thoufand, were fecured 
by the laws of the Cxfars and Ptolemies , and a 
long prefcription of feven hundred years fince the 
foundation of Alexandria. Without any legal 
fentence , without any royal mandate , the pa- 
triarch, at the dawn of day, led a fcditious mul- 
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CHAP, titX)dc t© the attack of the fyiiagogucs. Unarmed 
^Lvii. ^nd unprepared, the Jews were *ncapable of re- 
fiftance; their houfes of prafer were levellecj 
with the ground, and the epifcopal warrior # 
after rewarding his troops with the plunder of 
their goods , expelled from the city the remnant 
of the unbelieving nation. Perhaps he might 
plead the infolence of their profperity, and their 
deadly hatred of the Chriftians, whofe blood 
they had recently fhed in a malicious or accident- 
al tumult.. Such crimes would have deferved the 
animadverfion of the magiftratc; but in this pro- 
anifcuou^ outrage, the innocent were confounded 
with the guilty, ?ind Alexandria was impoverilhed 
by the lofs of a wealthy and induftrious colony* 
The zeal of Cyril expofed him to the penalties 
of the Julian Jaw ; but in a feeble government , 
and a fuperftitious age, he was f^cure of im- 
punity, and even of praife. Oreflcs coniplained; 
but his juft complaints were too quickly forgot- 
ten by the minifters of Theodofius, and too 
deeply remembered by a' prieft who affeded to 
pardon, and continued to hate, the prsefed of 
Egypt. As he pafled through the ftreets, his 
chariot was affaulted by a band of five hundred 
of the Nitrian monks; his guards jBed from the 
wild beafts of the defert ; hi$ proteftations that he 
was a Chriftian and a Catholic, were anfwercd 
by a volJey of ftones , and the face of Orefte^ 
was covered with blood. The loyal citizens of 
Alexandria haftened to his refcue; he inftantly 
fatisiicd hIsjuRice and revenge againft the monlj; 
by whofe hand he had been wounded , and 
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Ammonius expired under the rod of the lidor. At g H a «. 
the corninand of Cyril , his body was raifed from XLyii. 
the ground ; and tranfported , in foleran procef- 
fion, to the cathedral; the name of Ammonii|s 
was changed to that of Thaumafius the wonder- 
ful; his tomb was decorated with the trophips 
of martyrdom , and the patriarch afcended thf 
pulpit to celebrate the magnanimity of an affaJQlin 
and ^ rebel. Such honours might incite the faith- 
ful to combat and die under the banners of th^ 
faint; and he foon prompted , or accepted, the 
facrifice of a virgin, who profeffed the religion of 
the Greeks, and cultivated the friendfhip of 
Oreftes. Hypatia, the daughter of Theon the 
mathematician *', was initiated in her father'/; 
(ludies; her learned com^ients have elucidated 
the geometry of ApoUonius and Diophantus, 
and fbe publicly taught, both ^t Athens and 
Alexandria, the phi^pfophy of Plato and Arif- 
totle. In the bloom of beauty, and in the ma- 
turity of wifdom , the modq^ maid refufed her 
lovers and inftrudled her difciples ; the perfons moft 
iJluftrious for their rank or merit were impatient 
to vifit the female philofopher; and Cyril be- 
held , with a jealous eye , the gorgeous train of 
horfes and flaves who crowded the door of hej: 
academy. A rumour was fpread among the 
Cbriftians, that the daughter of Theon was the 
only obftacle to the reconciliation of the prvefedt 
and the arcbbilhop; and that obftacle was fpee- 
dily removed. On. a fatal day, in the holy fear* 
foa of Lent , Hypatia was torn from her chariot, 
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ftripped naked , dr agged to the church , and in- 
humanly butchered by the hands of Peter the 
reader , and a troop of favage and mercilefs fana- 
tics : her flefli was fcraped from her bones with 
fharp oyfter-fhells *', and her quivering limbs 
were delivered to the flames. The juft progrefe 
of enquiry and punifhment was ftopped by fea- 
fonable gifts ; but the murder of Hypatia has im- 
printed an indelible (lain on the charader and 
religion of Cyril of Alexandria *^ 

Superftition , perhaps, would more gently ex* 
piate the blood of a virgin, than the banifhment 
of a faint; and Cyril had accompanied his uncle 
to the iniquitous fynod ot the Oak. When the 
memory of Chryfoftom was reftored and con* 
ftcrated, the nephew of Theophilus, at the 
head of a dying fadion , ftill maintained the 
juftice of his fentence 5 nor was it till after a 
tedious delay and an obftinate refiftance, that 
lie yielded to the confent of the Catholic world **. 
His enmity to th% Byzantine pontiffs ** was a 
fenfe of intereft, not a fally of paffion: he envied 
their fortunate ftation in the funlhine of the Im- 
perial court; and he dreaded their upftart ambi- 
tion , which oppreffed the metropolitans of Eu- 
rope and Afia, invaded the provinces of Antioch 
and Alexandria, and meafured their diocefe by 
the limits of the empire. The long moderation 
of Atticus, the mild ufurper of the throne of 
•Chryfoftom , fufpcnded the animofities of the 
eaftern patriarchs; but Cyril was a length awaken- 
^dhy the exaltation of a rival, ^p ore worthy of 
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his cftcem and hatred. After the fhort and chap. 
troubled reign of Sifinnius bifhop of Conftanti- XLVir. 
nople , the fadlions of the clergy , and people 
were appeafed by the choice of the emperor, who, 
on this occafion, confulted the voice of fame, 
and invited the merit of a ftranger. Neftorius ^% 
a native of Germanicia, and a monk of Antioch, . 
was recommended by the aufterity of his life, 
^nd the eloquence of his fermons ; but the firft 
homily which he preached before the devout 
Theodofius betrayed the acrimony and impatience 
of his zeal "Give me, O Caefar/' he exclaim- 
td , ** give me the earth purged of heretics , and 
'' I will give you in exchange the kingdom of . 
** heaven. Exterminate with me, the heretics, 
^ and with you, I will exterminate the Perfi- 
^ ans. " On the fifth day, as if the treaty had 
been already figned, the patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople difcovered , furprifed, and attacked a fecret * 

conventicle of the Arians : they preferred death to 
fubmiffion ; the flames that were kindled by their 
defpair , foon fpread to the neighbouring houfeSj^ 
and the triumph of Neftorius was clouded by the 
name of incendiary. On cither fide of the Hel- 
lefpont, his epifcopal vigour impofed a rigid 
formulary of faith and diTcipline; a chronological 
error concerning the feftival of Eafter was punilh- 
ed as an offence againft the church and fiiate. 
Lydia and Caria, Sardes and Miletus, were 
purified with the blood of the pbftinate Quar- 
todecimans; and th^ edidl of the emperor, or 
rather of the patriarch, enumerates three and 
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CHArrP, twenty degrees and dciiOBiinatidrjs in the guiit 
xxyj^lr ^^d puoiihment of berefy '^ But the fword of 
pcrfecption , which Neftorius fo furioufly wieldr 
c4j w^$ iooa turned againft. his own breaft. 
Religiof^ wa% the pretence^ but, in th<i judges 
mept of a contemporary faint ^ ambition was the 
gjenuiae motive of epifcop^l warJFare **. 
His iicrefy, l^ {^q Syrian fchool, Neftorius had beed taught 
425,1—431. to abhor the confufion pf the two natures , and 
nicely to difcrin^in^te the humanity of his mqfter 
Cbrift from the divinity of thie Lord Jefus ". The 
piffled Virgin he reyered as the mother of Chrift, 
but his ears were offended with the rafli ,an4 
recent titl^ pf mother oiF God '*, which had been 
infc-qfibly adopted fince the origin of the Ariaa 
controverfy. From the pulpit of Conftantinopk , 
^ friend of the patriarch , ^nd afterwards the pa* 
triarch himfelf, repeatedly preached againft tha 
ufe, or the abufe, of a word '^ unknown to the 
^poftlcs , un^thorifed by the church , and which 
could only tjsnd to alarm the timorous, tomiflead 
the fimple , to amufe the profane , and to juftify , 
by a feeming refemblance^ the old genealogy of 
Qlympus '*. In his calmer n\onients Neftorius con- 
feffed , th^t it might be tolerated or excufed by 
\ the union of the two natures, and the communir 
cation of their idioms *': but he. was exafperated, 
by cofitradidion , to difclaim the worfliip of a 
new-born., an infant Deity, to draw his inadequate 
fimilies from the conjugal or civil partnerftips of 
life , and to defcribe the manhood of Chrift as 
the robe, the inftruqacnt, the tabernacle of his < 
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Godh^acl. At thcfe blafphfenhous founds , the p\h <3 it a p* 
lars of the fanftuarjr were fliakcH. The unfucc<&ft- ^&f ii. 
ful campctitars of Neftorius indulged their piouft 
er perfonal refentm^nfe , the Byiantine clergy wa^ 
fecretly difpleafed with the intrufion of a ftranger; 
whatever is fuperftitious or abfurd , might clairA 
the protedion of the monks; and the pieople was 
interefted in the glory of their virgin patroncfs ". 
The fermons of the arehbiftiop , and the fervice 
of the altar, weredifturbed by feditlbus clamour; 
his- authority and dodlrine were renounced by 
feparate congregations; every wind fcatttrcd round 
the empire the leaves of controverfy; and thd 
voice of the combatants on a fonorous theatre 
re-echoed in the cells' of Palcftine and Egypt. It 
was the duty of Cyril to enlighten the zeal and 
ignorance of his innumerable monks: in the fchool 
of Alexandria, he had imbibed and profeffed the 
incarnation of one nature ; and the fucceffor of 
Athanafius confuked his pride and ambition^ 
when he rofe in arms againft another Arius , more 
formidable and more guilty , on the fecond throng 
of the. hierarchy. After a fliort correfpondence , 
in which the rival prelates difguifed their hatred 
in the hollow language of refped and charity ^ 
the patriarch of Alexandria denotinced to the 
prince and people, to the Eaft and to the Weft, 
the damnable errors of the Byzantine pontiff. 
From the Eaft, more efpecially from Antioch , he 
obtained the ambiguous counfcls of toleration and 
filence , which were addreffed to both parties 
while they favoured the eaufe of Neftorius. Bun 
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CHAP, the Vatican received with dpen arms the mefferi-i 
xlYii. gers of Egypt. The vanity of Celeftine was flat- 
tered by the appeal ; and the partial verfion of a 
^ monk decided the faith of the pope , who , with 
feis Latin clergy, was ignorant of the language, 
the arts, and the theology of the Greeks, At. the 
head of an Italian fynod, Celeftine weighed tjie 
merits of the caufe , approved the creed of Cyril , 
condemned the fentiments and perfon of Neftorius, 
degraded the heretic from his epifcopal dignity, 
allowed a refpite of ten days for recantation and 
penance , and delegated to his enemy the execu- 
tion of this rafli and illegal fentence* But the pa** 
triarch of Alexandria , whilft he darted the thun* 
ders of a god , expofed the errors ancf paflions of 
a mortal: and his twelve anathemas '* ftill torture 
the orthodox flaves , who adore the memory of a. 
faint,, without forfeiting their allegiance to the 
fynod of Chalcedon. Thefe bold affertions are 
indelibly tinged with the colours of the Apolli- 
narian herefy: but the feripus, and perhaps the 
fincerc , profeffions of Neftorius have fatisfied the 
wifer and lefs partial theologians of the prefent 
times *". 

Yet neither the emperor nor the primate of 
the Eaft were difpofed to obey the mandate of 
an Italian prieft ; and a fynod of the Catholic^. 
or rather of the Greek church, was unanimoufly 
demanded as the fole remedy that could appeafe 
or decide this ecelefiaftical quarrel *\ Ephefus^ 
on all fides acceffible by fea and land, was 
-obofen for the place, the foftival of Pentecoft fojE 
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the day , of the meeting : a writ of fummons chap, 
yr^s difpatched to each metropolitan , and a xlvh,- 
guard was ftationed to protedl and confine the 
fathers till they Ibould fettle the myfterics of 
heaven: , and the faith of the earth. Neftoriiis 
appeared not as a criminal , but as a judge ; he 
depended on the weight rather than the number 
of his prelates , and his fturdy flavcs from the 
baths of Zeuxippus were armed for every fervice 
of injury or defence. But his adverfary Cyril was 
more powerful in the weapons both of the flefb 
and of the fpirit. Difobedient to the letter, or at 
leaft to the meaning, of the royal fummons, he 
was attended by fifty Egyptian bifhops, wha 
expeded from their patriarch's nod the infpiration 
of the Holy Ghoft. He had contraded an intimate 
alliance with Memnon bilbop of Ephefus. The 
defpotic primate of Afia difpofed of the ready 
fuccours of thirty or forty epifcopal votes : a 
crowd of peafants , the flavcs of the church, 
was poured into the city to fupport with blow$ 
and clamours a metaphyfical argument; and the 
people zealoufly afferted the honour of the^ 
virgin , whofe body repofed within the walls of 
Ephefus **. iThe fleet which had tranfported 
fcyril from Alexandria was laden with the riches 
of Egypt; and he difembarked a numerous body 
of mariners, flaves, and fanatics, enlifted with 
blind obedience under the banner of St. Mark 
and the mother of God. The fathers , and even 
the guards, of the council were awed by this 
naartial array; the adverfairies of Cyril ajad Mary ^ 
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CHAP, wfere infult^d in the ttr^ets , 6t threatened iii 
xtvii* their houfes; bis eloquence and liberality made 
A daily encreafe in the number of his adherents ; 
and the Egyptian foon computed that he might 
fcommand the attendance and the voices 6f two 
hundred bilhops **. But the author of the 
t\Velve anathemas forefaw and dreaded the oppo- 
fition of John of Antioch , who, with d fmall, 
though refpedlablc, train of metropolitans and 
divines , was advancing by flow joiirnies from 
the diftant capital of the Eaft. Impatient of a 
delay which he ftigmatized as voluntary and 
culpable ** , Cyril announced the opening of the 
. fynod fixteen days after the feftival of Pentecoft. 
Neftorius , who depended on the near approach 
of his Eaftern friends, perfifted like his prede- 
Ceflbr Chryfoftom , to difclaira the jurifdidion 
and to difobey the fummons of his enemies : 
they haftened his trial, and his accufer prefided 
in the feat of judgment. Sixty -eight bilhops, 
iwenty-two of metropolitan rank , defended his 
caufe by a modefl: and temperate proteft : they 
\vere excluded from the counfels of their brethren. 
Candidian , in the emperor's name , requefted a 
delay of four days : the profane magiftrate was 
driven with outrage and infult from the affembly 
ComUmna. of the faints. The whole of this momentous tranf- 
NeLrius. aftion was crowded into the compafs of a fum- 
ji.pL 2z. mcr's day: the bilhops delivered their feparatc 
opinions; but the uniformity of ftyle reveals the in- 
fluence or the hand of a maftcr , who has been 
accufed of corrupting the public evidence of their 

acU 
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and fubfcriptions **; Without a diffenting voice, h A P4 
they recognized in the epiftles of Gyril, the Ni- xlyii^ 
cene creed and the dodlrine of the fathers : but the 
partial extrads-from the letters and homilies of 
NeftoriUs were interrupted by curfes and anathe- 
mas: and the heretic was degraded from his 
cpifcopal and ecclefiaftical dignity. The fentence, 
inalicioufly infcribed to the new Judas* was affixed 
and proclaimed in the ftreets of Ephefus ; the 
weary prelates, as they iffued from the church 
of the mother of God , were falutcd as heif 
champions; and her vidlory was celebrated by 
the iiluminations, the fongs, and the tumult of 
the night. 

On the fifth day, the triumph was clouded bydppofitforf 6i 
the arrival and indignation of the Eaftern bilhops. ju*„f "''*^^^' 
In a chamber of the inn, before he bad wiped 
the duft from his flioes , John of Antioch gave 
audience to Candidian the Imperial miriifter; who 
related his ineffedual efforts to prevent or to 
annul the hafty violence of the Egyptian. With 
equal hafte and violence, the Oriental fynod of 
fifty bifhops degraded Cyril and Memnon front 
their epifcopal honours , condemned , in th^ 
twelve anathemas, the purcft venom of the 
Apollinarian herefy, and dcfcribed the Alexan- 
drian primate as a riionfter, born and educate^ 
for the deftrudion-of the church/**. His throne 
was diftant and inacceffible? but they inftantly 
refolved to bcftow On the flock of Ephefus th^ 
Heffing of a faithful fhephercj. By the vigilance 
ei Memnon , the churches were fhut agaiiiftt^ 
Vol. VIU. R: 
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CHAP, th^m , and a ftrong garrifon was thrown into 
XLVii. the cathedral. The troops , under the command 
of Candidian , advanced to the affault ; the 
outguards were routed and put to the fword, 
but the place was impregnable : the befiegers 
retired ; their retreat was purfued by a vigorous 
fally ; they loft their horfes , and many of the 
foldiers were dangeroufly wounded with clubs 
and ftoncs. Ephefus, the city of the Virgin, was 
defiled with rage and clamour , with fedition 
and blood; the rival (ynods darted anathemas 
and excommunications from their fpiritual en- 
gines; and the court of Theodofius was perplexed 
by the advcrfe and contradidory narratives of 
the Syrian and Egyptian fadlions. During a bufy 
period of three months, the emperor tried every 
method , except the moft effedual means of 
indifference and contempt , to reconcile this 
theological quarrel. He attempted to remove or 
intimidate the leaders by a common fentcnce of 
acquittal or condemnation; he inverted his re* 
prefentatives at Ephefus with ample power and 
military force; he fummoned from either party 
eight chofen deputies to a free and candid 
conference in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
far from the contagion of popular frenzy. But 
the Orientals refufed to yield , and the Catholics, 
proud of their numbers and of their Latin allies , 
rejedled all terms of union or toleration. The 
patience of the meek Theodofius was provoked , 
and he diflblved in anger this epifcopal tumult, 
which at the diftance of thirteen centuries affumcd 
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the venerable afpeA of the third oecumenical chap. 
council *'. " God is my witnefs, " faid the pious xlvii. 
prince, " that I am not the author of this confu- 
" fion. His providence will difcern and punilh the 
" guilty. Return to your provinces, and may 
** your private virtues repaid the mifchief and 
^ fc2indal of your meeting. " They returned to 
their provinces ; but the fame paffions which had 
diftrac'ted the fynod of Ephefus were difFufed 
over the Eaftern world. After three obftinate 
and equal campaigns , John of Antioch and Cyril 
of Alexandria condefcended to explain and em- 
brace : but their feeming re - union muft be 
imputed rather to prudence than to reafon, to 
the mutual laffitude rather than to the Chriftian 
charity of the patriarchs. 

The Byzantine pontiff had inftilled into the ^'^^.^''^ <>? 
royal ear a baleful prejudice againft the charadler ^ p 
and condudl of his Egyptian rival. An epiftle 431*— 43^. 
of menace and invedive **, which accompanied 
the fummons, accufed him as a bufy, infolent, 
and envious prieft, who perplexed the fimplicity 
of the faith , violated the peace of the church and 
ftate, and, by his artful and feparate addreffcs 
to the wife and fifter of Theodofius, prefumed 
to fuppofe, or to fcatcer, the feeds of difcord ia 
the Imperial family. At the ftcrn command of 
his fovercign, Cyril had repaired to Ephefus, 
where be was refifted, threatened, and confined, 
by the magiftrates in the intereit of Neftorius an(I 
the Orientals; wh'o affembled the troops of Lydia 
auid Ionia. &o fupprefs the ftinatic and diford^rly 

Ra 



244 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, train of the patriarch. Without expeding the 
XLViL royal licence, he efcaped from his guards, preci- 
pitately embarked, deferted the imperfedl fynod, 
and retired to his epifcopal fortrefs of fafety and 
independence. But his artful emiffaries, both in 
the court and city, fuccefsfully laboured to ap- 
peafe the refentment, and to conciliate the favour, 
of the emperor. The feeble fon of Arcadius was 
alternately fwayed by his wife and fifter, by the 
eunuchs and women of the palace: fupermtioa 
and avarice were their ruling paffions; and the 
orthodox chiefs were affiduous in their endeavours 
•to alarm the former ^and to gratify the latter. Con- 
ftantinople and the fuburbs were fandificd with 
frequent monafteries, and the holy abbots, Dal- 
matlus and Elutyches *\ had devoted their zeal 
and fidelity to the caufe of Cyril, the worfhip 
of Mary, and the unity of Chrift. From the firft 
moment of their monaftic life , they had never 
mingled with the world , or trod the profane 
ground of the city. But in this awful moment 
of the danger of the church , their vow was fu- 
perfeded by a more fublime and indifpenfable 
duty. At the head of a long order of monks and 
' hermits , who cai-ried burning tapers in their 

hands, and chaunted litiinies to the mother of 
God , they proceeded from their, monafteries to 
the palace. The people was edified ^nd inflamed 
by this extraordinary fpedacle , and the trembling 
monarch liftened to the prayers and adjurations 
,of the faints, who boldly pronounced, that none 
could hope for falvation, unlcfe they embraced 
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the perfon and the creed of the orthodox fuccef- c h a P» 
for of Athanafius. At the fame tjmc every xlvil 
avenue of the throne was aflaulted with gold. 
Under the decent names of cuhqies and hcntdic'^ 
tions ^ the courtiers of both fexes were bribed ac* 
cording to the meafure of their power and rapa- 
cioufnefs. But their inceffant demands defpoiled 
the fanduarics of Conftantinople and Alexandria; 
and the authority of the patriarch was unable to 
filence the juft murmur of his clergy, that a debt 
of fixty thoufand pounds had already been con- 
traded to fupport the expence of this fcandalous 
corruption '*. Pulcheria, who relieved her brother 
from the weight of an empire, was the firmeft 
pillar of orthodoxy; and fo intimate was the Al- 
liance between the thunders of the fynod and the 
whifpers of the court, that Cyril was affured of 
fuccefs if he could difplace one eunuch , and fub- 
ftitute another in the favour of Theodofius. Yet 
the Egyptian could not boaft of a, glorious or 
decifive vidlory. The emperor, with unac- 
cuftomed firmncfc, adhered to his promife of pro* 
teding the innocence of the Oriental biflfiops; 
and Cyril foftcned his anathemas, and confeffed, 
with ambiguity and reludance, a twofold nature 
of Chrift, before he was permitted to fatiate his 
revenge againft the unfortunate Neftorius ". 

The rafh and obftinate Neftorius, before the Exile of 
end of the fynod, was oppreffed by Cyril, be-^^J^'J*'- 
trayed by' the court, and faintly fupported by 
his Eaftern friends. A fentiment of fear or in- 
dignation prompted him, while it was yet time, to 

R3 
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CHAP. afFedl the glory of a voluntary abdication ^*: his 
XLVii. >vifh, or at Icaft his rcqueft, was readily granted; 
he was conduded with honour from Fphefus to 
his old monaftery of Antioch; and, after a fhort 
paufe, his fucccffors, Maximian and Proclus, 
•were acknoNvledged as the lawful bifliops of Con- 
ftantinople. But in the filence of his cell , the 
degraded patriarch could no longer refume the 
innocence and fecurity of a private monk. The 
paft he regretted, he was difcontented with the 
prefent, and the future he had reafon to dread? 
the Oriental bilhops fucceffively difengaged their 
caufe from his unpopular name, and each day 
decreafed the number of the fchifmatics who re* 
vered Neftorius as the confefTor of the faith. 
After a refidence at Antioch of four years, the 
hand of Theodofius fubfcribed ancdid'^^, which 
ranked him with Simon the magician , profcribed 
his opinions and followers , condemned his 
writings to the flames, and banifhed his perfon 
firft to Petra in Arabia, and at length to Oafis, 
one of the islands of the Libyan defert **. Seclud- 
ed from the church and from the world, the exile 
was ftill purfued by the rage of bigotry anci war- 
A Wandering tribe of the Blemmyes or Nubians, 
invaded his folitary prifon: in their retreat they 
difmifled a crowd of ufelefs captives ; but no 
fooner had Neftorius reached the banks of the 
Nile , than he would gladly have efcapcd from a 
Konian and orthodox city to the milder fervitude 
of the favages. His flight was punifhcd as a new 
crime 5 the foul of the p^triaxich infpired the dyU 
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and ecclefiaftical powers of Egypt; the ttiagiftra- c li a p. ^ 
tcs, the foldicrs, the monks, devoutly tortured xlvii. 
the enemy of Chrift and St. Cyril ; and , as far 
as the confines of ^Ethiopia, the heretic was al- 
ternately dragged and recalled, till his aged body 
was broken by the hardfhips and accidents of 
thcfe reiterated journies. Yet his mind was ftill 
independent and ercd; the prelident of Thebais 
was awed by his paftoral letters ; he furvived the 
Catholic tyrant of Alexandria, and, after fixtecn 
years banifhment, the fynod of Chalcedon would- 
perhaps have reftored him to the honours , or at 
Icaft to the communion, of the church. The 
death of Neftorius prevented his obedience to 
their welcome fummons ''; and his difeafe might 
afford fome colour to the fcandalous report, that 
his tongue, the organ of blafphemy, had been 
eaten by the worms. He was buried in a city 
of Upper Egypt, known by the names of Chem- 
nis, or Panopolis, or Akmim '*; but the immor- 
tal malice of the Jacobites has perfevered for 
ages to caft ftones againft his fepulchre, and to 
propagate the foolifh tradition, that it was never 
watered by the rain of heave^, which equally 
defcends on the righteous and the ungodly *^ 
Humanity may drop a tear on the fate of Nefto- 
rius: yet jufl:ice muft'^obferve , that he fufifcred 
the perfecution which he had approved and in- 
Aided '\ 

The death of the Alexandrian primate, after aHcrery of 
reign of thirty-two years, abandoned the Catho- ^"^^^"g 
lies tp the intemoerance of zeal and the abufe of 

R 4 
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vidory '*, The monophyifitt dodrine ( one incar. 
pate nature) wasrigoroufly preached in the church- 
es of Egypt and the monafteries of the Eaft; 
the primitive creed of Apollinaris was proteded 
by the fi^ndity of Cyril; and the name of Eu- 
TYCHES , his venerable friend , has been applied 
to the fed moft adverfe to the Syrian herefy ^f 
Neftorius. His rival Eutyches was the abbot, 
or archimandrite, or fuperior of three hundred 
monks, but the opinions of a fimple and illiterate 
reclufe might have expired in the cell, where 
he had flept above feventy years, if the rcfent^i 
ment or indifcretion of Flavian the Byzantine 
pontiff, had not expofed the fcandal to the eyes 
of the Chriftian world. His doraeftic fynod was 
inftantly convened, their proceedings, were fullied 
with glamour and artifice, and the aged heretic 
was furprifed into a feeming confeffion , that 
Chrift had not derived his body from the fab-* 
ftance of the Virgin Mary. From their partial 
decree, Eutyches appealed to a general council; 
and his caufe was vigoroufly affcrted by his 
godfon Chryfaphius , the reigning eunuch of the 
palace , and his accomplice Diofcorus , who had 
fucceeded to the throne, the creed, the talents, 
and the vices of the nephew of Theophilus. By 
the fpecial fummons of Theodofius, the fecond- 
fynod of Ephefus was judicioufly compofed of 
ten metropolitans and ten biihops from each of 
the fix diocefes of the Eaftern empire : fome ex- 
ceptions of favour or merit enlarged the number 
to QQC hund^:ed ^d thirty-five; and the SyriaA 
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Barfumas , as the chief and reprefentative of the c if a P» 
monks, was invited to fit and vote with the xlvil 
fucceffors of the apoftles. But the defpotifm of 
the Alexrandrian patriarch again oppreffed the 
freedom of debate: the fame fpiritual and carnal 
weapons were again Jrawn from the arfenals of 
Egypt; the Afiatic veterans, a band of archers^ 
ferved under the orders of Diofcorus ; and the 
more formidable monks, whofe minds were in« 
acceflible to reafon or mercy, befieged the doors 
of the cathedral. The general, and, as it (hould 
feem , the unconftraincd voice of the fathers , ac- 
cepted the faith and even the anathemas of Cyril; 
and die herefy of the two natures was formally 
condemned in the^perfons and writings of the 
moft learned Orientals, " May thofe who divide 
" Chrift, be divided with the fword, may they 
** be hewn in pieces, may they be burnt alive!*' 
were the charitable wiflies of a Chriftian fynod *\ 
The innocence and fandity of Eutyches were 
acknowledged without hefitation ; but the pre- 
lates, more cfpqcially thofe of Thrace and Afia, 
were unwilling to depofe their patriarch for the 
ufe or even the abufe of bis lawful jurifdidion. 
They embraced the knees of Diofcorus , as he 
ftood with a threatening afpedt on the footftool 
of his throne, and conjured him to forgive the 
offences, and to rcfped the dignity, of his brother, 
** Do you mean tp raife a fedition? " exclaimed 
the relentlefs tyrant " Where are the officers?" 
At thefe words a furious multitude of monks and. 
foldicrsi with flaves, and f words, and chains > 
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burft into the church : the trembling bifhops liid 
themfelves behind the altar, or under the benches, 
and as they were not infpired with the zeal of 
martyrdom, they fucceffively fubfcribed a blank 
paper, which was afterwards filled with the con- 
demnation of the Byzantin^ontifF. Flavian was 
inftantly delivered to the wild-beafts of this fpirit- 
ual amphitheatre: the monks were ftimulattd by 
the voice and example of Barfumas to avenge 
the injuries of Chrift: it is faid that the patriarch 
of Alexandria reviled , and buffeted , and kicked, 
and trampled his brother of Conftantinople *' : 
it is certain, that the vidim, before he could 
reach the place of his exile, expired on the 
third day, of the wounds and bruifes which he 
had received at Ephefus. This fecond fynod 
has been juftly branded as a gang of robbers and 
aflTaffins; yet the accufers of Diofcofus would 
magnify his violence, to alleviate the cowardice 
and inconftancy of their own behaviour. 

The faith of Egypt had prevailed: but the van- 
quifhed party was fupported by the fame pope 
who encountered without fear the hoftile rage 
of Attila and Genferic. The theology of LeOy 
his famous tame or epiftle on the myftery of the 
incarnation, had been difregarded by the fynod 
of Ephefus: his authority, and that of the Latin 
church, was infulted in his legates, who efcaped 
from flavery and death to relate the melancholy 
tale of the tyranny of Diofcorus and the martyr- 
dom of Flavian. His provincial fynod annulled 
the irregular proceedings of. Ephefus } but as this 
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ftep was itfelf irregular, he folicited the convo- chap. 
cation of a general council in the free and ortho- XLVil.- 
dox provinces of Italy. From his independent 
throne , the Ronaan bifliop fpoke and adled with- 
out danger, as the head of the Chriftians, and 
his didates were obfequioufly tranfcribed by Fla- 
cfdia and her fon Valentinian ; who addreffed 
their Eaftern colleague to reftore the peace and 
unity of the church. But the pageant of Orien- 
tal royalty was moved with equal dexterity by 
the hand of the eunuch ; and Theodofius could 
pronounce , without hefitation , that the church 
was already peaceful and triumphant, and that 
the recent flame had been extinguijfhed by the 
juft punifliment of the Neftorians. Perhaps the 
Greeks would be ftill involved in the herefy of 
the Monophyfites , if the emperor's horfe had 
Tiot fortunately ftumbled ; Theodofius expired ; 
his orthodox fifter, Pulcheria, with a nominal 
hufband, fuccceded to the throne; Chryfaphius 
was burnt, Diofcorus was difgraced, the exiles 
were recalled, and the tome of Leo was fubfcribcd 
by the Oriental bilhops. Yet the pope was dif- 
appointed in his favourite projcd of a Latin coun- 
cil; he difdained to prefide in the Greek fynod, 
M^hich was fpeedily aflemblcd at Nice in Bithynia; 
his legates required in a peremptory tone the 
prcfence of the emperor; and the weary fathers 
were tranfported to Ghalcedon under the imme- 
diate eye of Marcian and the fenate of Conftan- 
tinople. A quarter of a mile from the Thracian 
Bofphorus, the church of St, Euphemra ^yas built 
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t H A p. on the furamit of a gentle tboug^h lofty afccntJ 
XI.V1I. the triple ftrudure was celebrated as a prodigy 
of art, and the boundlefs pfofpedl of the land 
and fea might have raifed. the mind of a fedary 
to the contemplation of the God of the univerfe- 
Six hundred and thirty bifliops were ranged in 
order in the nave of the church; but the patriarchs 
of the Eaft were preceded by the legates, of 
whom the third was a fimple prieft; and the 
place of honour was referved for twenty laymen 
of confular or fenatorian rank. The gofpel was 
oftentatioufly difplayed in the centre, but the 
rule of faith was defined by the Papal and Im- 
perial minifters, who moderated the thirteen fef- 
fions of the council of Chalcedon ^*, Their par- 
tial interpofition filenced the intemperate fhouts 
aind execrations, which degraded the epifcopal 
gravity; but, on the formal accufation of the 
legates, Diofcorus was compelled to defcend frooi 
his throne to the rank of a criminal , already con- 
demned in the opinion of his judges. The Orien- 
tals, lefs adverfe to Neftorius than to Cyril, ac- 
cepted the Romans as their deliverers: Thrace/ 
and Pontus, and Afia, were exafperated againft 
the murderer of Flavian , and the new patriarchs 
of Conftantinople and Antioch fecured their pla-^ 
ces by the facrifice of their benefadlor. The 
bifliops of Paleftine, Macedonia, and Greece, 
were attached to the faith of Cyril ; but in the 
face of the fynod, in the heat of the battle, the 
leaders, with their obfequious train, paffed froni 
the right to the left ^ing , and decided the; 
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vldory by this feafonable defcrtion. Of the feven- c k A p. 
teen fuffiragans who failed from Alexandria , four xLylL 
were tempted from their allegiance, and thir- 
teen , falling proilratc. on the ground , implored 
the mercy of the council with fighs and tears, 
and a pathetic declaration, that, if they yielded, 
they fhould be maflacred on their return to 
Egypt by the indignant people. A tardy repent- 
ance was allowed to expiate the guilt or error 
of the accomplices of Diofcorus : but their fins 
were accumulated on his head; lie neither alked 
nor hoped for pardon, and the moderation of 
thofe who pleaded for a general amnefty, was 
drowned in the prevailing cry of vidory and 
revenge. To fave the reputation of his late ad- 
herents , fome perfonal offences were (kilfuUy de- 
teded; his rafh and illegal cxcomrnunication of 
the pope, and his contumacious refufal (while 
he was detained a prifoner) to attend the fum- 
mons of the fynod. Witneffes were introduced 
to prove the fpecial fads of his pride, avarice, 
and cruelty; and the fathers heard with abhor- 
rence , that the alms of the church were lavilhed 
on the female dancers, th^t his palace, and even his 
bath, was open to the proftitutes of Alexandria, 
and that the infamous Panfophia, or Irene, was 
publicly entertained as the concubine of the 
patriarch *'. ' 

For thefe fcandalous offences Diofcorus was de-paiti of 
poted by the fynod , and banifhed by the emperor; chaicedta. 
but the purity of his faith was declared in the pre- 
fenc«, and with the tacit approbation, of the 
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CHAP, fathers. Their prudence fuppofed rather than pro- 
3CLYII.' ^notinccd the herefy of Eutyches , who was nevef 
fummoncd before their tribunal; and they fat 
filent and abafhed, when a bold Monophyfite , 
xafting at their feet a volume of Cyril, challenged 
them to ai^thematize in his perfon the dodrine of 
/ the faint. If we fairly perufe the adls of Chalcedon 

as they arc recorded by the orthodox party **, 
we fhall find that a great majority of the bifliops , 
embraced the fimple unity of Chrift; and the am- 
bigueus conceflion , that he was formed OF or 
FKOIVJ two natures, might imply either their pre- 
vious exiftence, or their fubfequent confufion, or 
fome dangerous interval between the conception 
of the man and the aflumption of the God. The 
Roman theology , more pofitive and precife , 
adopted the term moft ofFenfive to the ears of the 
Egyptians, that Chrift exifted IN two natures; 
and this momentous particle *' (which the me- 
mory, rather than the underftanding, muft retain ) 
had almoft produced a fchifm among the Catholic 
bifliops. The tome of Leo had been refpedfully, 
perhaps fmcerely, fubfcribed: but they protefted, 
in two fucceflive debates , that it was neither ex* 
pedient nor lawful to tranfgrefs the facrcd land- 
marks which had been fixed at Nice , Conftanti- 
nople , and Ephefus , according to the rule of 
fcripture and tradition. At length they yielded to 
the importunities of their matters, but their infal- 
lible decree, after it had been ratified with deli- 
berate votes and vehement acclamations , was 
overturned in the next feffion by the oppofition 
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of the legates and their Oriental friends. It was c H A v. 
in vain that a multitude of epifcopal voices re- xtvu. 
peated in chorus, " The definition of the fa- 
" thers is orthodox and immutable ! The heretics 
*' are now difcovered ! Anathema to the Nefto- 
" rians! Let them depart from thefynod! Let them 
" repair to Rome*%" The legates threatened, 
the emperor was abfolute , and a committee of 
eighteen bifhops prepared a new decree , which 
was impofed on the reludant affembly. In the 
name of the fourth general council , the Chrift in 
one perfon, but i/i^two natures, was announced to 
the Catholic world : an invifible line was drawn 
between the herefy of ApoUinaris and the faith of 
St. Cyril ; and the road to paradife , a bridge as 
fharp as a razor, was fufpended over the abyfs 
by the mafter-hand of the theological artift. During 
ten centuries of blindnefs and fervitude, Europe 
received her religious opinions from the oracle of 
the Vatican ; and the fame dodlrine , already var- n 

nifhed with the ruft of antiquity , was admitted 
without difpute into the creed of the reformers , / 
who difclaimed the fupremacy of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The fynod of Chalcedon ftill triumphs in the 
proteftant churches ; but the fermen-t of controverfy 
has fubfided , and the moft pious Chriflians of the 
prefent day are ignorant or carelefs of their own 
belief concerning the myftery of the incarnation. 

Far different was the temper of the Greeks and 
Egyptians under the orthodox reigns of Leo and Difconi of 
Marcian. Thofe pious emperors enforced Vfith '^'^ ^***iJ 
arms and cdi(fts tfee fymbol of their faith *^; and 451 — 4«3* 
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XU Av. it vras declared by the confcience or honour of 
XLVIL five hundred bilhops, tb^^the decrees of the fynod 
of Cbalcedon might be lawfully fupported, even 
with blood. The Catholics obferved with fatis- 
faction , that the fanie fynod was odious both to 
the Neftorians and the Monophyfites ** ; but the 
Neftorians were lefs angry, or lefs powerful, and 
the Eaft was diftraded by the obftinate and fan- 
guinary zeal of the Monophyfites. Jcrufalem was 
occupied by an army of monks; in the name of 
the one incarnate nature , they pillaged , they 
burnt, they murdered; the fepulchrc of Chrift 
was defiled with blood ; and the gates of the city 
were guarded in tumultuous rebellion againft the 
troops of the emperor. After the difgrace and exile of 
Diolborus , the Egyptians ftill regretted their fpiri- 
tual father; and detefted the ufurpation of his fuc- 
ceffor, who was introduced by the fathers of Chal- 
' cedon. The throne of Proterius was fupported by 
a guard of two thoufand foldiers ; he waged a five 
years war againft the people of Alexandria; and 
on the firft intelligence of the death of Marcian, 
Jie became ,the vidlim of their zeal. On the third 
day before the feftival of Eafter, the patriarch 
was befieged in the cathedral , and murdered ia 
.the baptiftery. The remains of his mangled corpfe 
. were delivered to the flames, and his aflies to the 
wind : and the deed was infpired by the vifioa 
of a pretended angel; an ambitious monk, who, 
under the name of Timothy the Cat ** , fucceeded 
to the place and opinions of Diofcorus* This 
deadly fuperftition wa$ inflamed ^ on either fide^ 

by 
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"by the principle and the pra^ice of retaliation i c tf A P« 

in the purfuit of a metaphyficaJ quarrel , many ZhYtU 

thoufands " were ftain ^ and the Chriftian?^ of every 

degree were deprived of the fubftantial enjoyments 

of fodial life , and of the invifible gifts of baptifm 

and the holy communion* Perhaps an cxtrava* 

gant fable of the times may conceal an allegorical " 

pidute of thcfe fanatics^ who tortured each other, 

and thcmfelves* " Under the confullhip of Ve^ 

** nantius and Celet , " fays a grave biftop , " the ' 

** pedple of Alexandria, and all Egypt, Were 

" feized with a ftrange and diabolical frenzy: 

** great and fmall , flaves and freedmen, monk$ 

•• and clergy , the natives of the land , who op-. 

** pofed the fynod of Chalcedon , loft their fpeech 

•* and reafon, barked like dogs, and tore, with 

" their oWn teeth, the flelh from their hands and 

arms 

The difordefs of thirty yelafs at length produced t*^ Heiroti- 
the famous Henoticon'* of the emperor zenc^ ^ Z'^bf^T^ 
which in his reign , and in that of Anaftafius, 
tras figne/1 by all the bifhops of the Eaft . under 
the penalty of degradation and exile ^ if they 
rejeded or infringed this falutary and fundamental 
law, The clergy may fmilc or groan at the pr^- 
fumption of a layman who defines the afticlesl 
of faith 5 yet if he ftoop<; o the humiliating taflc, 
his mind is lefs infedied by prejudice or intereft^ 
and the authority of the magiftrate can OnJy bd 
maintained by the concord of the people. It is 
in ecelefiaftical ftory^ that Zeno appears leafl 
contemptible ; and I am not able to difcerii an/ 
Vol. Vm. S 
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CHAP. Manichscan or Eutichian giiilt in the gcncrouf 
XLVii: foying of Anaftafius, that it wa^ unworthy of an 
Emperor to pcrfecate the worfhippers of Chrift and 
the ckizens of Rome. The Henoticbn was moft 
pleafmg to the Egyptians; yet the fmalleft ble^ 
mifh has not been dcfcribcd by the jealous ^ and 
even jaundiced , eyes of our orthodox fchoolmen; 
and it atreurately reprcfents the Catholic faith of 
the incarnation, without adopting or difclaim-ihg 
the peculiar terms or tenets of the hoft'ile fe^?. 
A folemn anathema is pronounced againft Nefto« 
rius and Eutyches; againft all heretics by whotn^ 
Ghriffi is divided , or confotmded, or reduced to 
a phantom. Without defining the number or the 
article of the word nature^ the pure fyftem of S. 
Cyril, the faith^ of Nice, Conftantinoplfe, and 
Ephefus , is refpedlfully confirmed; but, itiftead 
of bowing at the nartie of the fourth* council, 
the fubjed is difmiffed by the cenfure of all con- 
trary doctrines 5 if any fuch have been taughe 
feither elfewhere or at Calcedon. Under this am- 
biguous exprettion, the friends and the enemies 
of the la,ft fynod might unite in a filent embracei 
The moft reafonable Chriflians acquiefced in this 
mode of toleration ; "but their reafon was feeblcJ 
and inconftant, and their obedience was defpifed 
as timid and fervile by the vehement fpirit of 
their brethren. On a fubjecfl which engroifed the 
thoughts and difcourfes of men, it was difficult 
to preferve an exad neutrality; a book, afermon, 
a prayer, rekindled the flame of controverfyi 
and the bonds of communion were alternately 
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broken and renewed by the private animofitj: of c hap/ 
the biOiops. The fpac6 between Neftoriiis iind xi/vil. 
Eutyches Was filled by a. tboufand ffiades of, 
language and op^iniDn ; the accphali ^' of Egypt, 
and the Reman pontiffs, of equal' valour ^ though 
of unequal ftrength , may be found at! the two • 

extremities of the theological fcale. The acephali, 
without a king or a bilhop ,' were kpvtt^tbd above- 
three hundred years from the pacri^xh^ of Alex* 
andria , who had acce][)ted the communion of 
Conltantinople , without exacting a formal coti* 
demnation of the fynod of Chalcedon. For ac- 
cepting the communion of Alexandria, without* V 
formal approbation of the fame fynod, the pa*^ ' 

triarchs of Conftantinople were anathematifed by 
the popes. Their inflexible defpotifm involved 
the mod orthodox of th^ Greek churches in this 
fpiritoal contagion , denied or doubted the validity 
of their facramcnts '*, and fomented, thirty^fivd 
years, the fchifm of the£aft and Weft, till they 
finally aboliflled the fti^mory of four Byzantine 
pontiffs^, who had dared to oppofe the fupremacy 
of St. Peter '*. Before that period, the pre- 
carious tn>ce of Conftafiiinople ahd Egypt had 
been violated by the ieaK ef the frva4' prelates. 
Macedonius, who was fufpid^d of the Neftorian 
hcrefy, afler ted , in dif grace and exite, th^ fynod 
of Chalcedon , while the fticceffor of Cyfil would 
have pv^chsSid k$ overthrow with a bribe of two 
thoufand pounds of gold. ^ 

In the fever of the tixties, the f^k ^ ot rather The fnra- 



and re« 



th« iound , of » fylkble , %vas foffioient to difUirb ^;;i,"y 
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1> H A P* the peace of an empire- The Trisaoion '^* 
XLVii. (thrice holy), " Holy, holy, holy , Lord God 

till the death a ^f jjofts ! " IS fuppofed , by the Greeks , to 
^*^*"*'be the identical hymn which, the angels and 

f 08-^5 18. cherubim eternally repeat before the throne of 
God , and which , about the middle of the fifth 
century , was miraculoufly revealed to the church 
of Conftantinople, The devotion of Antioch 
foon added , " who was crucified for us ! " and 
this grateful addrefs, either to Chrift alone, or 
to the whole Trinity, may be juftified by the 
rules of theology , and has been gradually adopted 
by the Catholics of the Eaft and Weft. But it 
had been imagined by a Monophyfite bifliop^'; 
the gift of an enemy was at firft rejeded as a dire 
and dangerous blafphcmy , and the ralh innova- 
tion had nearly coft the emperor Anaftafius his 
throne and his life ^\ The people of Conftanti- 
iiople was devoid of any rational principles of 
freedom : but they held , as a lawful caufe of 
rebellion ; the colour of a livery in the races , or 
the colour of a myftery in the fchools. The 
Trifagion, with and without this obnoxious ad- 
dition, was chaunted in the cathedral by two 
adverfe choirs, and, when their lungs were ex- 
haufted, they had recourfe to the more folid 
arguments of fticks and ftones : the aggreffors 
were punifhed by the emperor , and defended by 
the patriarch ^ and the crown and mitre were 
ftaked on the event of thia momentous quarrel- 
The ftreets werejnftantly crowded with innu-. 
Inerable.f warms of men, wono^n, and cbiidrea.j 
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the legions of monks, in regular array, marched, c h a ?/ 
and fhouted , and fought at their head. *' Chrif- xlvil 
*' tians ! this is the day of martyrdom ; let us not 
* defert our fpiritual father; anathema to the 
•* Manichoean tyrant! he is unworthy to reign. '* 
Such was the Catholic cry; and the gallies of 
Anaftafius lay upon their oars before the palace, 
till the patriarch had pardoned his penitent , and 
huflied the waves of the troubled multitude. The 
triumph of Macedonius was checked by a fpeedy 
exile ; but the zeal of his flock was again exafpe- 
rated by the fame queftion , " Whether one of 
^ the Trinity had been crucified ? " On this mo- 
inentous occafion ; the blue and green fadions of 
Conftantinople fufpended their difcord, and the 
civil and military powers were annihilated in their 
prefence. The keys of the city , and the (land- 
ards of the. guards , were depofited in the forum 
of Conftantine, the principal ftation and camp 
of the faithful. Day and night they were incet 
iandy bufied either in finging hymns to the ho^. 
nour of their God , or in pillaging and murdering 
the fervants of their prince. The head of his 
favourite monk, the friend, as they ftyled him, 
of the enemy of the Holy Trinity , was borne 
aloft on a fpear ; and the firebrands which had 
been darted againft heretical ftrudures, difFufed 
the undiftinguifhing flames over the moft orthodox 
buildings. The ftatues of the emperor were broken, 
and his pcrfon was concealed in a fuburb , till , 
at the end of three days , he dared to implore the 
mercy of his fubjed*. Without his diadem , and 

S3 
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CHAP, ih the pofture of a fi^ppUant, Anaftafius appeared 
jTLVii. on the throne of the circus. The Catholics , beforjC 
his face, rehearfed their gefnuin^ Trifagion ; 
they exulted in the offer which h<^ pfoclaimed by 
the voice of a herald, of abdicating the pur- 
ple; they liftened to the admonition, that,fince 
all could not reign , they fliould prevjoufly 
Hgree in the choice of a fovereing ; and they 
accepted the blood of two unpopular minifters ^ 
whom their mafter ,' without befitation , con- 
demned to the lions. Thefe furious but tranfient 
feditions were encouraged by the fuccefs of 
Vitalian, who, with an army of Huns and Bul- 
garians, for the moft part idolaters, declared himfelf 
the champion of the Catholic faith. In this pious 
Rebellion he depopulated Thrace , befieged Con- 
ftantinople, exterminated fixty-five thoufand of 
Jiis fellow - Chriftians , till he obtained the recall 
,of the bifhops, the fatisfadion of the pope, and 
the pftablifhmcnt of the council of Chalcedon , 
an orthodox treaty, reludantly figned by the 
<iying Anaftafius; arid more faithfully performed 
Virft teiigioM by the uncle of Juftinian. And fuch was the 
A*a 514, event of the firjl of the religious wars, which 
have been waged in the irame , and by the dif* , 
ciples, of the God of P«ac€ ". 
Theoi girai Juftinian has been already feen in the various 
chnraaer and jigj^ts of . H princc , a conqucfor , and a law- 

government ? 1 1 , • ■• n-ii ' 1 • r 

of Juftinian, givcn the theologian Itill remams, ^nd Jt af*. 

^ ^' fords an unfavourable prejudice, that his theo- 

logyffhould form a very prominent feature of his 

portrait The fovercign fympathifcd yiiih his 
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fubjedls in their fuperftitious reverence for living chap. 
and departed faints; his Code, and more efpe- xlyh. 
cially his Novels , confirm and eiilarge the privi- 
leges of the clergy; and in every difpute be- 
tween a monk and a layman, the partial judge 
yras inclined to pronounce , that truth, and inno- 
cence, and juftice, were always on the fide of 
the church. In his public and private devotions, 
the ennperor was affiduous and exemplary; his 
prayers, vigils, and fafts, difplayed the auftere 
penance of a monk ; his fancy was amufed by 
the hope, or belief, of pcrfonal infpiration; 
he had fecured the patronage of the Virgin and 
St. Michael the archangel; and his recovery 
from a dangerous difeafe was afcribed to the 
miraculous fiiccour of the holy martyrs Cofmas 
and .Damian. The capital and the provinces of the 
Eaft were decorated with the monuments of his 
religion "; and, though the far greater part of 
thefe coftly ftrudlures may be attributed to his 
tafte or oftentation, the zeal of the royal archite A 
was probably quickened by a genuine fenfe of 
love and gratitude towards his invifible benefac-* 
tors/ Among the titles of Imperial greatnefs^^ 
the name of Pious was moft pleafmg to his ear; 
to promote the temporal and fpiritu^l intereft of 
the church, was the ferious bufinefs of his life; 
^nd the duty of father of his country was often 
facrificed to that of defender of the faith. The 
contrpverfies of the times were congenial to hi$ 
temper and underftanding; and the theological 
profeflbrs muft inwardly deride th^ diligence pf 4 

5 4 
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e H A p. ftranger , who cultivated their art and negleded 
KLWlJx his own. " What can ye fear," faid a bold coti*. 
fpirator to his affociates , " from your bigoted 
'^ tyrant? Sleeplefs and unarmed he fits whole 
^^ nights in his clofet, debating with reverend 
" greybeards , and turning over the pages of eo* 
^ clefiaaical volumes "/* The fruits of thefe 
lucubrations were difpUyed in many a confer- 
ence , where Jullinian might fhine as the loudeft 
^nd moft fubtle of the difputants; in many a 
fermon, which, under the pame of edids and 
epiftles, proclaimed to the empire the theology 
of their maftcr. While the Barbarians invaded 
the provinces, while the vidorious legions march- 
ed under the banners of Belifarius and Narfes, 
the fucceffor of Trajan , unknown to the camp ^ 
was content to vanquifli ^t the bead of a fynod. 
Had he invited to thefe fynods a difintereftecj 
^nd rational fpedator, Juftinian might have learn- 
ed , ^^ that religious controverfy is the offspring 
^' of arrogance and folly; that true piety is moft 
^' laudably exprefled by filcnce and fubmiflion; 
^* that man ignorant of his own nature, iDhould 
^^ not prefume to fcrutinife the nature of his 
^' God ; and , that it is fufficient for us to know^ 
^* that power and benevolence are the perfedfe 
^' attributes of the Deity ••." 
If ii; {in#9iif Toleration was not the virtue of the times, 
*i?tt- and indulgence to rebels has feldom been the vir-r 

tu<^ of princies. But when the prince defcend? 
Jo the narrow and peevifh charadler of a difput- 
|mtj he ij? ?sfi|y provoked tp fupply the defe^ 
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erf argument by the plenitude of power, and to chat c h a K 
tife without mercy the perverfe blindnefs of thofe XLvn. 
who wilfully (hut their eyes againft the light of de- 
monftration. The reign of Juftinian was animiform, 
yet various fcene of perfecution ; and he appears 
to hive furpaffed his indolent predeceffors , both 
in the contrivance of his laws and the rigour ofof heretxMf 
their execution. The infufficient term of three 
months was affigned for the converfion or exile 
of all heretics**; and if»he ftill connived at their 
precarious ftay, they were deprived, under his iron 
yoke, not only of the benefits of fociety, but of the 
common birth-right of men and Chriftians. A*t the 
end of four hundred 'years, the Montanifts of Phry- 
gia ** ftill breathed the wild enthufiafm of perfec- 
tion and prophecy , which they had imbibed from 
their male and female apoftles , the fpecial organs 
of the Paraclete. On the approach of the Catho- 
lic priefts and foldiers, th^ey grafped with ala- 
crity the crown of martyrdom ; the conventicle 
and the'congrcgation periflied in the flames , but 
thefe primitive fanatics were not extinguiflied 
three hundred years after the death of their tyrant. 
Under the protedion of the Gothic confederates, 
the church of the Arians at Conftantinoplc had ^' 

braved the feverity of the laws: their clergy 
equalled the wealth and magnificence of the 
fenate; and the gold and filver which were feized 
by the rapacious hand of Juftinian might perhaps 
be claimed as the fpoils of the provinces and the 
trophies of the Barbarians. A fecret remnant ofof f»gam^ 
pagans, who {lill lurked in the moft refined and - 
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CHAP, the moft ruftic conditions of mankind, excited 

^VIL the indignation of the Chriftians , who were per- 
haps unwilling that any ftrangers fliould be the 
Yfitneffes of their inteftine quarrels. A bifliop 
was named as the inquifltor of the faith, and 
bis diligence foon difcovered in the court and 

i city , the magiftrates , lawyers , phyficians , and 

fophifts , ^ho dill cherifbed the fuperftition of 
the Greeks. They were fternly informed that 
they muft chufe without . delay between the dit 
pleafure of Jupiter or Juftinian, and that their 
averfion to the gofpel could no longer be dif- 
guifed under the fcandalous maflc of indifference 
or impiety. The patrician Photius perhaps alone 
was refolved to live and to die like his anceftors : 
he cnfranchifed himfelf with the ftroke of a 
dagger, and left his tyrant the poor confolation 
of expofing with ignominy the lifelefe corpfe of 
the fugitive. His weaker brethren fubmitted 
to their earthly imonarch, underwent the cere* 
mony of baptifm , and laboured , by their ex- 
traordinary zeal, to eraze the fufpicion, or to 
expiate the guilt, of idolatry. The native coun* 
try of Homer, and the theatre of the Trojan 
- war , ftill retained the laft fparks of his mytho- 
logy: by the care of the fame bifliop, feventy 
thoufand Pagans were detedled and converted in 
Afia , Phrygia , Lydia , and Caria ; ninety-fix 
churches were built for the new profelytes ; 
and linen veftments , bibles , and liturgies , and 
vafes of gold and filver, were fupplied by the 

Jew$; ^ pious munificence of Juftiniaa **. The JffWS,wbo 



tans. 
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had been gradually ftrippcd of their imrouriitics, c n k f. 
were oppreffed by a vexatious law, which com- xlvii, 
■pelled them to obfervc the fcftival of Eafter the 
fame day on which it was celebrated by the 
Chriftians *'. And th^y might complain with 
the more reafdn , firice the Catholics themfelves 
did not agree with the aftronomical calculations 
of their fovere|ng : the people of Conftantinopie 
delayed the beginning of their Lent a whole 
week after it had been ordained by authority; 
and they- had the pleafure of fading feven days, 
while meat was expofed for fale by the command 
of the emperor. The Samaritans of Paleftine " of Samari- 
were a motley race, an ambiguous fed, reje<?led 
as Jews by the Pagans, by the Jews as fchifmatics, 
and by the Chriftians as idolaters. The abomi- 
nation of the crofs had already been planted on 
their holy mount of Garizim **, but the perfepU- 
.tion of Juftinian offered only the alternative of 
baptifm or rebellion. They chofe the latter ; 
under the ftandard of a defperatc leader, they 
rofe in arms, and retaliated their wrongs on the 
lives j the property, and the temples of a defence- 
lefs people. The Samaritans were finally fubdued 
by the regular forces of the Eaft: twenty thoufand 
were flain, twenty thoufand were fold by the 
Arabs tb the infidels of Perfia and India, and the 
jeoiains of that unhappy nation atoned for the 
crime of treafon by the :fm of hypocrify. It has 
been computed that one hundred thoufand Roman 
fubjetSls were extirpated in the Samaritan war •% 
which converted the once-fruitful province into a 
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defolate and fmoking wildernefs. But in the creed 
of Juftinian, the guilt of murder could not bd 
applied to the flaughter of unbelievers; and he 
pioufly laboured to eftablifh with fire and fword 
the unity of the Chriftian faith ". 

With thefe fentiments , it was incumbent on 
him , at lead , to be always in the right. In the 
firft years of his adminiftration , he fignalifed his 
zeal as the difciple and patron of orthodoxy : the 
reconciliation of the Greeks and Latins eftablifhed 
the tome of St. Leo as the creed of the emperor 
and the empire; the Neftorians and Eutychians 
were expofed , on either fide , to the double edge 
of perfecution ; and the four fynods , of Nice , 
Conftantinopie , Ephefus , and Chalccdon , were 
ratified by the code of a Catholic lawgiver '*. 
But while Juftinian ftrove to maintain the uni^ 
formity of faith and worfhip, his wife Theodora, 
whofe vices were not incompatible with devotion > 
had liftened to the Monophyfite teachers; and 
the open or clandeftine enemies of the church 
revived and multiplied at the fmile of their 
gracious patronefs. The* capital , the palace , the 
nuptial bed, were torn by fpiritual difcord; yet 
io doubtful was the fmcerity of the royal conforts, 
that their feeming difagreemcnt was imputed by 
many to a fecret and mifchievous confederacy 
againft the religion and happinefs of their people *\ 
The famous difpute of the three chapters '% 
which has filled more volumes than^t deferves 
lines , is deeply marked with this fubtle and 
iiifingenuous (piriu It was now three hundred 
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years fince the body of Origen *' had beca eaten chap. 
by the worms: his foul, of which he held the xlyu* 
pre-exiftencc , was in the hands of its Creator, but 
his writings were eagerly perufed by the monks 
of Paleftine. In thcfe writings , the piercing eye 
of Juftinian defcried more th«|n ten metaphyftcal 
errors; and the primitive dodor, in the company 
of Pythagoras and Plato, vras devoted by the 
clergy to the eternity of bell-fire, which he had 
prefumed to deny. Under the cover of this pre- 
cedent , a treacherous blow was aimed at tbcr 
council of Chalqedon. The fathers had liftened 
without impatience to the praife of Theodore of , 
Mopfueftia ** : and their juftice or indulgence 
had reftored both Theodoret of Cyrrhus, and 
Ibas of fidefla , to the communion of the church. 
But the charadlers of thefe Oriental bifhops were 
tainted with the reproach of herefy > the firft had 
been the mafter, the two others were the friends, 
of Neftorius: their moft fufpicious paflages were 
accufed under the title . of the three chapters $ and 
the condemnation of their memory miift involve 
the honour of a f/nod , whofe name was pro- 
nounced with fincere or afFedled reverence by the 
Catholic world. If thefe bifhops , whether innocent 
or guilty, were annihilated in the fleep of death, 
they would not (Probably be awakened by the 
clamour, which after an hundred year» was raifed 
over their grave. If they were already in the 
fangs of the daemon, their torments could neither 
be aggravated nor affuaged by human induftry. 
If in the company of &imt» and angeU they 
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eftjbyed the rewards of piet!y, they tttuft have fnriied 
at the idle fury <jf ttee theological infedsvv^ho 
ftilP crawled on the furface of the earth. The 
forcmoft of thcfe iftfcds , the emperor of the 
Romans , da«ed his fting, tod diftilled his venom , 
perhaps without difcerning the true motives of • 
Theodora dnd" her ecclefiaftical faftion. The 
vidims w'ere no longer fubjedl to his power, and 
the veheriient ftyle of his edi(5s could only pro- 
ctaim their damnation, and invite the clergy of 
the Eaft to join in a full chorus of curfes and 
anathemas. The Eaft , with fome hefitation , 
cerifented to the voice of her fovereign: the fifth - 
general council , of three patriarchs and one hun- 
dred and fixty-five bifliops , was held at Coiiftan- 
tmoplle; and the authors, as well as the defenders, 
of the thte^' chapters were feparated from the 
communion of the faints , and folemnly delivered 
to the prince of darknefs. But the Latin churches 
were more jealous of the honour of Leo and the 
fynod of Chalcedon ; and if they had fought as^. 
they ufsally did under the flandard ofxRom«, 
they might have prevailed in the caiife of feafon 
sHid humanity. But their chief Was a prifoner itit 
the hands of the ederlfiy ; the throne of St, Peter, 
which h^d b^^il difgracedby the fimoAy^ wa^ 
b^etray^d by the cowardice , of Vigilius , wha 
yielded , after a long and iiicb'nfiftent ftf uggle , to 
flie defpotifm 6i Jliftinian and the fojphiftrjr of 
ihe Greeks. His apoftacy provoited the it^digna'^ 
tioii of the Latins , and no more than two bifhopd 
aould be found yfho woi»ld^im|K>£& their b(ind4 
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on his deacon and fucceflbr Pelagius. Yet the C H A A' 
perfeverance of the popes infenfibly transferred xtvil* 
to their advcrfaries the appellation of fchifmatics : 
the Illyrian , African , and Italian churches , were 
oppreffcd by the civil and ecclefiaftical powers , not 
without fome effort of military force ^' ; the diftant 
Barbarians tranfcribed the creed of the Vatican^ 
and in the period of a centnry , the fchifm of the 
three chapters expired in an obfcure angle of the 
Venetian province *\ But the religious difcontent 
of the Italians had already promoted the conquefts 
of the Lombards, and the Romans therrifelves 
were accuftomed to fufpeft the faith, and to 
deteft the government , of their Byzantine 
tyrant. 

Juftinian was neither Ready nor confiftent in Herefy of 
the nice procefs of fixing his volatile opinions and ^"ft'»»""' 
tbofe of his fubjeds. In his youth, he was offended ' ** 
by the flighted deviation from the orthodox line; 
in his old age be tranfgreffed the meafufe of tem- 
perate herefy, and the Jacobites, not lefs than the 
Catholics, were fcandalized by his< declaration, 
that the body of Chrift was incorruptible , and 
that bis manhood was never fubjed to aily wantsr 
and infirmities, the inheritance of our mortal 
flefli. This phantqfiic opinion was annouflced in 
the laft edids of Juftinian ; and at the moment 
of his feifonable departure , the clergy had refufed 
tofubfcribe, the prince was prepared to perfecute, 
and the people were refolved to fuffer or refift. 
A bifliop of Treves, fecure beyond the limits of . 
his power, addreffed the monarcji of the Eaft 
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in the language of authority and aiFedion. ^ Moft 
^ gracious Juftinian , remember your baptifm and 
" your creed ! Let not your grey hairs be defiled 
" with herefy. Recall your fathers from exile, 
" and your followers from perdition. You cannot 
." be ignprant that Italy and Gaul, Spaiji and 
" Africa , already deplore your fall and anathematife 
^ your name, Unlefs, without delay, you deftroy 
" what you have taught; unlefs you exclaim 
*^ with a loud voice, I have erred, 1 have finned < 
*' anathema to Neftorius , anathema to Eutyches , 
^^ you deliver your foul to the fame flames in 
^* which they will eternally burn. " He died and 
made no fign. *'. His death- reftored in fome 
degree the peace of the church , and the reigns of 
his four fucceffors, Juftin, Tiberius, Maurice, 
and Phocas, a:re diftinguifhed by a rare though 
fortunate vacancy in the ecclefiaftical hiftory of 
the Eaft. "•. 

The faculties of fenfc and reafbn are leaft capable 
of ading on themfelves ; the eye is mofl; inacceffible 
to the fight, the foul to the thought; yet we 
think, and even feel, that one wff, a fole principle 
of adion , is efiential to a rational and confcious 
being. When Heraclius returned from the Perfian 
war, the orthodox hero confuHed his bifhops, 
whether the Chrift whom he adored, of one 
perfon , but of two natures , \vas aduated by a 
fmgle or a double will. They replied in the 
fmgular, and the emperor was eAcouraged to 
hope that the Jacobites of Hgypt and Syria might 
be reconciled by the profefiion of a dodrine , moft 

certainly 
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eertainly harmlefs , and moft probably true , fince chap* 
it was taught even by the Neftorians themfelves '". xlvu. 
The experiment was tried without effedl, and the 
timid or vehement Catholics condemned even - 
the femblanoe of a retreat in the prefence of a 
fubtle and audacious enemy. The orthodox (the 
prevailing^ party devifed new modes of fpeech, 
and argument, and interpretation : to either nature 
6fChrift, they fpecioufly applied a proper and 
diftindl energy; but the difference was no longer 
vifible when they allowed that the human and* 
the divine will were invariably the fame '**. The 
liifeafe was attended with the cuftomary fymptoms , 
but the Greek clergy, as if fatiate with the 
tendlofs controverfy of the incarnation , inftilled a 
healing counfel into the car of the prince and 
people. They declared themfelves monothelItes 
(alferters of the unity of will) but they treated 
the words as new , the queftions as fuperfluous ; 
And recommcnsled a religious filence as the mofll 
agreeable to the prudence and charity of the 
gofpel. This law 6f filcnce was fucceflively impofed The ^atiefii 
by the eahefis or exppfition of Heraclius , the type ^[ ""g^^jl^'** 
or model of his grandfon Cdnftans '*^; and the The type of 
Imperial edids were fubfcribed with alacrity or ^''""*"'» 
reludlance by the four patriarchs of Rome, Con* 
ftantinople, Alexandria and Antioch. But the 
*bifhop and monksof Jeriifalem founded the alarm; 
in the language, or even in the filence, of the 
Greeks , the Latin churches detedled a latent 
herefy: and the obedience of pope Honorius to 
the commands of his fovereign wa9 tetraded and 
Vol. VIII. T 
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c H A P. ccnTured by the bolder igwcfrance of his fiicceffors. 
x^Yii. They condemned the execrable and abominable 
berefy of the Monothelitcs , who revived the 
errors of Manes', Apollinaris, Eutyches,^&c. they 
figncd -the fentence of exoommunication on the 
tomb of St. Peter^ the ink was mingled with the 
lacramcntal wine, the blood of Chrift; and no 
ceremony was omitted that could fill tlic fuper- 
ftitious mind with horror and aflfright. As the 
xeprefentative of the weftern church , pope Martin 
and his Lateran fynod anathematized the perfidious 
and guilty fiknce of the Greeks : one hundred and 
five bilhops of Italy ^ for the mdfl; part the fubjecftd 
of Conftans ,' prcfumed to reprobate his wicked 
type and the impious e^hejis of his grandfather, and 
to confound the authors and their adherents with 
the twenty-one notorious heretics, the apoftates 
' from the church, aud the organs of the devil. 

Such an infult under the tameft reign could- noc 
pafs with impunity. Pope Martin ended his days 
on the inhofpitable fbore of the Tauiic Cherfo- 
nefus, and his oracle; , the abbot Maxiraus, was 
inhumanly chaftifed by the amputation of his 
ton;^ue and his right-hand "*. But the fame 
invincible fpirit furvived in their fucceffors , and 
the triumph of the Latins avenged their rece;nt 
defeat, and obliterated the difgrace of the three 
viih {general chapters. The fynods" of 'Rome were confirmed 
lid "^ Con- by the fixth general council of Conftantinople, 
ftaniinopie, iu the palace and the prefence of anew Conftan* 
A. D, 6SO, ^jj^^^ ^ defcendant of Heraclius.' The royal convert 

Nov. 7—- ..',.,• J ^ ^ 

A. D. 681, converted the Byzantine po^itiflf and a majority 

5>cpt. 1(5. • c ,. . 
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©f the bifhops '*'^; the diffenters, with their chief c H a !»• 
Macarius of Antioch , were condemned to the XLVii; 
fpiritual and temporal pains of he^efy; the Eaft 
condcfcended to accept the leffons of the Weft, 
and the creed was finally fettled , which teaches 
the Catholics of every age/ that two wills or 
energies are harmonifed in the perfon of Chrift. 
The majefty of the pope and the Roman fynod 
Was reprefented by two priefts , oae deacon , and 
three bilhops ; but thefe obfcure Latins had neithec 
arms to compel, nor treafures to bribe, nor lan- 
guage to perfuade ; and I am ignorant by what 
«rts . they could determine the lofty emperor of 
the Greeks to abjure the cathechifm of his infancy, 
and to perfccute the religion of his fathers. Perhaps 
the monks and people of Conftantinople '*^ were 
iavoirrahle to the Lateran creed , which is indeed 
the leaft reafonable of the two : and the fufpicioti 
is countenanced by the unnatural moderation of 
the Greek clergy, who appear in this quarrel to 
be confcious of their weaknefs. While the fynod ' 
debated, a fanatic propofed a more fummary 
decifion , by raifing a dead mail to life : the prelates 
^(lifted at the trial, but the acknowledged failure 
may fcrve to indicate,* that the paffions and 
prejudices of the multitude were hot enlifted on 
the fide of the Monothelites. In the next generation^ 
when the fon of Conftantine was depofed and flain 
by the difciple of Macarius, they tafted the feaft 
of revenge and dominion : the image or monument 
of the fixth council' was defaced , and the original 
iu^>'V\rg:e tm^Qv^it^d tQ the ^^m^B. Bui i^ ^ 

Ta 
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CHIP, fecond year, their patron was caft headlong from 
XLVIL the throne , the bilhops of the Eaft were releafed 
from they: occafional conformity , the Roman 
^ith was more firmly replanted by the orthodox, 
fucceflbrs of Bardanes, and the fine problems of 
the incarnation were forgottfen in the vaoxt popular 
and vifible quarrel of the worfhip of images "\ 
Umonofthe Bcforc the end of. the feventh century, the 
il7iii^ "** creed of the incarnation, which had been defined 
ciuirGfau. at Rome and Conftantinople , « was uniformly 
preached in the remote iflands of Britain and 
Ireland '*' : the fame ideas were entertained, or 
rather the fame words were repeated, by all. the 
Chriftians whofe liturgy was performed itf the 
Greek or the Latin tongue. Tiieir numbers, and 
vifible fplendour, beftowcd an imperfect claim 
to the appellation of Catholics: but in the EaiV, 
they were marked with the lefe honourable nanac 
of McichiUs ^ or Royalifts '°' ; of men, whofe 
faith, inftead of refting on the bafis of fcripture, 
reafon , or , tradition , had been eftablilhed, and 
was ftill maintained , by the arbitrary power of 
a temporal - monarch. Their adversaries, might 
allege the words of the fajthers of Conftanlinoplc, 
who profefs themfelves' the flaves of the king; 
and they might relate, with malicious joy, how 
the decrees of Chalcedon had beca infpired and 
ireforined by the emperor Marcian and ixis virgin 
bride. The prevailing fadiofi :will naturaJty id- 
culcafte the duty of fubmiffion , nor' '%%•• it Ie& 
* natural that diffenters ibould: feci and affert the 
{)rinciple$ of freedom. Uodec the rod„ Qf p^erj^ci)- 
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rion , the Nefkorians and IVtpnophyfites degeni- c H a>. 
rated into rebels and fugitives ; and the moft Xivii. 
ancient and ufeful allies of Rome were taught 
to confider the emperor not as the chief, but as 
the enemy , of the Chriftians. Language , the 
leading principle which unites or fcparates the 
tribes of mankind, foon difcriminajcd the fedaries 
of the Eaft, by a peculiar and perpetual badge, 
which abolifhed the means of intercourfe and the 
hope of reconciliation. The long dominion of P^i'P^^a' *«- 
the Greeks, their colonies , and, above all, their f^^g*^*'^'^"^^",^^ 
eloquence, 'had propagated a language, doubtlefs fevU. 
the moft perfeft that has been contrived by the 
art of man. Yet tht body of the people , both iii 
Syria and Egypt, ftill perfevered in the ufe of 
their national idioms; with this difference how- 
ever, that the Coptic was confined to the rude 
and illiterate peafants of the Nile, while the 
Syriac ''*, from the mountains of Aflyria to the 
Red Sea, was adapted to the higher topics of 
poetry and argument. Armenia and. Abyflfinia 
were infefted by the fpeech or learning of the 
Greeks; and their Barbaric tongues, which have 
been revived in the ftudies of modern Europe, 
were unintelligible to the inhabitants of the 
Roman empire. The Syriac and the Coptic , the 
Armenian and the ^thiopic, are confecrated in 
the fcrvice of their refpedive churches; and their 
theology is enriched by domeftic verfions **' 
both of the fcriptures and of the moft popular 
fathers. After a period of thirteen hundred and 
fixty years, the fpark of controverfy, firft kindled 

T3 
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CHAP, by ^ ferraon of Neflorius, ftill burns in the bcfom 
XLYiu of the Eaft; and the hoftile communions ftill 
maintain the faith and difcipline of their founders. 
' Ifi the moft abjcd ftate of ignorance , poverty ^ 
and fervitude, the Neftorians and Monophyfite* 
tejeft the fpiritual filpremacy of Rome, and 
. cherifh the toleration of their Turkilh mafters, 
which allows them to anath«matifc , on one 
hand , St. Cyril and the fynod of Ephefus ; on 
the other, pope Leo and the council of Chalce^ 
don. The weight which they caft into the 
downfal of the Eaftern empire demands our 
notice , and the reader may be amufed with the 
various profpedl of, I. The Neftorians. II. The 
Jacobites "*. III. The Maronites. IV. The Ar- 
menians. V. The Copts; and, VI. The'Abyfli- 
nians. To the three former, the Syriac is common; 
but of the latter , each is difcriminated by the 
ufe of a national idiom. Yet the modern natives 
of Armenia and Abyffinia would be incapable 
of convcrfing with their * anccftors ; and the 
Chriftians of Egypt and Syria , who rejedt the 
religion , have aqopted the language , of the 
Arabians. The lapfe of time has feconded the 
facerdotal arts; and in the Eaft, as well as in the 
Weft , the Deity is addreffed in an obfoletc 
tongue, unknown to the majority of the congre- 
gation. 
r. THE NES- I- Both in his native and his epifcopal province, 
TOKIANS, the herefy of the unfortunate Neftorius was fpce- 
dily obliterated. The Or/cntal biQiops, who at 
Ephefus had refifted to his face the arrogance 
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t)f Cyril, were, mollified by his tardy eon ceflions. C h a ?. 

The fam^ prelates, or their fucceljors, fubfcribed, xlvil 

not without a murnrar, the decrees of Chalte- 

don; the power of the Monophyfites reconciled 

them. with the Catholics m the conformity of 

paflion, of intereft, and infenfibly of belief;, and 

their laft reludlant figh was breathed in the 

defence of the three chapters. Their diffenting 

brethren, lefs moderate, or more fmcere, were 

craflied by the penal laws; and as early as the 

reign of Juftinian, it became difficult to find a 

- church of Neftorians within the Jimits of the 

Roman empire. Beyond thofe limits they had 

difcovered a new world, in which they ititght 

hope for liberty and afpire to conqueft. In Perfia^ 

notwithftanding the rcfiftance of the IVfegi, 

Christianity had ftruck a deep root y and the 

Hatians of the Eaft repofed under its falutary 

ftade. The catholic, or primate, refided ia the 

capital: in his fynods, and in their diocefes, hisr 

metropolitans , bifliops ,. and clergy , repreferited 

-the pomp- and order of a regular hierarchy: th^y 

rejoiced in^ the increafe of profelytes, who were 

converted from the Zead*avefta to the Gbfpel, from* 

the fccular to the monaftic hfe; and their zeal 

• w^s ftimulated by the prefence of an artful and 

formidable enemy. The Perfian church had been 

founded by the mifliouaries of Syria;, and their* 

language, difcipline, and dodrine^**were clofejy 

interwoven with its original frame. The: catholic^*' 

were efeded and ordaint-d by their own fufFm- 

gaw^ but their filial dependence on the: patriarchs -. 

■ T 4. 
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CHAP, of Antioch is attefted by the canons of th« 
XLViJL Oriental church ^'\ In the Perfian fchool of 
Edefla '** ,'the rifing generations of the faithful 
imbibed their theological idiom ; tliey ftudied in 
the Syriac verfion the ten thoufand volumes of 
Theodore of Mopfucftia , and they revered the 
apoftolic faith and holy martyrdom of his difci- 
pie Neftorius , -whole perfon and language were 
equally unknown to the nations beyond the 
Tigris. The firft indelible leffon of Ibas bifliop 
of Edefla, taught them to execrate the Egyptians^ 
%vho, in the fynod of Ephefus, had impioufly 
tonfounded the two natures of Chrift. The flight 
of the matters and fcholars , who were twice 
expelled from the Athens of Syria, difperfed a 
crowd of miflionaries inflamed by the double 
zeal of religion and revenge. And the rigid 
unity of the Monophyfites , who , under the 
reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius, had invaded the 
thrones of the Eaft , provoked their antagonifts, 
in a land of fieedom , to avow a moral, rather 
than a phyfical,' union of the two perfons of 
Chrift. Since the firft preaching of the gofpel, 
the Saflanian kings beheW with an ,eye of 
fufpicion , a race of aliens and apoftates , who 
had embraced the religion, and who might 
favour the caufe , of the hereditary foes of 
their country. The royal edids had often pro- 
hibited their dangerous correfpondence with the 
Syrian clergy ; the progrefs of the fchifm was 
grateful to the jealous pride of Perozes, and he 
liftened to the eloquence of an artful prelate, who 
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painted Ncftorius as the friend of Pcrfia , and urged chap. 
him to fecure the fidelity of his Chriftian fubjcds, xlvii. 
by granting a juft preference to the vidims and 
enen^ies of the Roman tyiant. The Neftorians 
compofed a large majority of the clergy and people : 
they Mrei'e encouraged by the fmile, and armed 
with the fword , of defpotifm ; yet many of their 
AVewiker brethren were ftartled at the thought of 
breaking loofe from the communion of the Chriftian 
world, and the blood of feven thbufand feven 
hundred Mpnophyfites or Catholics, confirmed 
the uniformity of faith and difcipline in the churches 
of Perfia "*. Their ecclefiaftical inftitutions are 
diftinguilhed by a liberal principle of rcafon, or 
at leaft of policy: the aufterity of the cloyfter 
was relaxed and gradually forgotten; houfes of ^"^e mafiers 
charity were endowed for the education of orphans )[ dVsoo 
and foundlings; the law of celibacy, >fo forcibly &c. 
recommended to the Greeks and Latins, wasdifre- 
garded by the Perfian clergy; .and the number of 
the eledl was multiplied by the public and reiterated 
nuptials of the priefts, the bifhops , and even the 
patriatrch himfelf. To this ftandard of natural and 
religious fteedom, myriads of fugitives reforted 
from all the provinces? of the Eaftern empire: the 
narrow bigotry of Juftinian was punifhed by the 
emigration of his moft induftrious fubjeds ; they . 
tranfported into Pcrfia the arts both .of p^ace*and 
war: and thofe who deferved the favour, were 
promoted in the fervice, of a difcerning monarch. 
The arms of Nufhirvan and his fiercer grandfon , 
were affifted with advice, andmoney^^ and troops. 



^Sz THE DECLINE AND FALL 



C H A 1^. 



by the defperate fedtaries who fiill lurked in theur 
xtvii. native cities of the Eafl; their zeal was rewarded 
with the gift of the Catholic churches: but when 
thofe cities and churches wer^ recovered by 
Heraclius , their open profeflion of treafon and 
herefy compelled them to feeka refuge in the realm 
of their foreign ally. But the feeming tranquillity 
of the Neftorians was often endangered , and 
fometimes overthrown. They were involved in 
' the common evils of Oriental delpotifm : their 
enmity to Rome could not always atone for their 
attachment to the gofpel : and a colony of three 
hundred thouland Jacobites, the captives o£ 
Apamea and Antioch, was permitted to ereA an 
hoftile altar in the face of the cqtholic , and in the 
funlhine of the court. In his lad treaty, Juftiniai;^ 
introduced fome conditions which tended toenlargc 
and fortify th^ toleration of Chriftianity in Perfia. 
The emperor , ignorant of the rights of confcience,. 
* was incapable of pity or eftcem for the heretics 
who denied the authority of the holy fynods : but 
he flattered himfelf that they would gradually 
perceive the temporal benefits of union with the 
empire and the church of Rome ; and if be failed 
in exciting their gratitude , he might hope to 
provoke the jealoufy of their fovereign. In a 
later age, the Lutherans have been burnt at Paris, 
and protedled in Germany , by the fuperftition and 
• policy of the moft Chriftian king. 
Their itiif- The dcfire of gaining fouls for God , and fubjcd* 
lions in Tar. for the cburcb, has excited in every age the dili* 
ciun'a , &i! ' gence of the Chriftian priefts. From the conqueft 
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of Perfia they carried their fpiritual ^rms to the c h a p. 
north, theeaft, and thcfouth; and the'fimplicity xlvii. 
of the gofpel was fafliioncd and painted with the ,03—4200. 
colours of the, Syriac theology. In the fixth 
century, according to the report of a Neftorian 
traveller "', Chriftianity was fuccefiifully preached 
to the Badlrians, the Huns, the Perfians , the 
Indians, the Perfarmenians , the Medes , and the 
Elamites; the Barbaric churches, from the gulf 
of Perfia to the Cafpian fea, were almoft infinite; 
and their recent faith was confpicuous in the 
number and fandlity of their monks and martyrs. 
The pepper coaft of Malabar, and the iflcs of the 
ocean, Socotora and Ceylan, were peopled with 
an encreafing multitude of Chrifl;ians , and the 
bilhops and clergy of thofe fequeftered regions 
derived their ordination from the catholic of Baby- 
lon. In a fubfequent age , the zeal of the Neftorians 
overleaped the limits which had confined the 
ambition and curiofity both of the Greeks and 
Perfians. The miflionaries of Balch and Samarcand 
purfued without fear the footfteps of the roving 
Tartar, and infinuated themfelves into the camps 
of the valfies of Ima^is and. the banks of th? Sdinga. * 
They expofed a metaphyfical creed to thofe illiterate 
fiiepherds : to thofe fanguinary warriors , they 
recommended humanity and repofe. Yet a khan, 
whofe power they vainly magnified, is faid to. 
have received at their hands the rites of baptifm ,, 
and even of ordination; and the fame of Prejier, 
OF Prcibyttr John "^ has long amufed the credulity 
of Europe. The royal convert >yas indulged in. 
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c IT A p. the ufe of a portable altar; but fee difpatcbed an 
XLVii. embafly to the patriarch , to enquire how , in the 
feafon of Lent, he fliould abftain from animal 
food, and how he might celebrate the eucharift in 
adefert that produced neither corn nor wine. In 
their progrefs by fea and. land , the Neftorian^ 
entered China by the port of Canton and the 
northern refidcnce of Sigan. Unlike the fenators 
of Rome, who affumed with a fmile the characters 
of priefts and augurs, the mandarins, who aflFedt 
in public the reafon of philofophers , are devoted 
in private to every mode of popular fuperflition. 
They cheriflied and they confounded the gods of 
Paleftine and of India; but the propagation of 
ChriRianity awakened the jealoufy of the ftate , 
and after a fhort viciflitude of favour and per- 
fecution , the foreign fedl expired in ignorance and 
oblivion "*. Under the reign of the caliphs, the 
Neftorian church was diflfufed from China to Jeru- 
falem and Cyprus; and their numbers , with thofe 
of the Jacobites, were computed to furpafs the 
Greek and Latin communions "!. Twenty -five 
metropolitans or archbifliops compofed their hie- 
rarchy, but feveral of thefe were difpenfed, by 
the diftance and danger of the way , from the duty 
of perfonal attendance, on the eafy condition 
that every fix years they Ihould teftify their faith 
and obedience to the catholic or patriarch of Babylon, 
a vague appellation , which has been fucceffively 
applied to the royal feats of Seleucia, Ctefiphon, 
and Bagdad. Thefe remote branches are Jong 
fince withered, and the old patriarchal trunk "' 
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is now divided by the Elijahs of Moful , the repre- c h a f>. 
fentatives , almoft in lineal defcent , of the genuine xlvii. 
and primitive fucceflion, the Jofephs of Amida, 
who are reconciled to the church of Rome "*, 
and the Simeons of Van or Ormia, whofc revolt, 
at the head of forty thoufand families , was pro* 
moted in the fixteenth century by the Sophis of 
Perfia. The number of three hundred thoufand 
is allowed for the whole body of the Neftorians ^ 
who, under the name of Chaldxans or ACTyrians, 
are confounded with the moft learned or the moft 
powerful nation of Eaftern antiquity. 

According to the legend of antiquity , the gofpel The chrifti. 
was preached in India by St. Thomas '". At the ^"* °^ '*^': 
end of the ninth century , his flirine , perhaps in the i„dia, 
neighbourhood of Madras, was devoutly vifited ^- ^' ^^3/ 
by the ambaffadors 'of Alfred, and their rcturnj 
with a cargo of pearls aod fpiccs rewarded the 
zeal of the Englifli monarch , who entertained the 
largeft projedls of trade and difcovery '*'. When 
the Portuguefe firft opened the navigation of India , 
the Chriftians of St. Thomas had 'been feated for 
ages on the coaft of Malabar, and the difference 
of their charader and colour atteftedthe mixture 
of a foreign race. In arms, in arts, and poffibly 
in virtue, they excelled the natives of Hindoftanj 
the hulbandmen cultivated the palm-tree, th« 
merchants were enriched by the pepper trade , thf 
foldiers preceded the nciri or nobles of Malabar, 
and their hereditary privileges were rcfpecJked by 
the gratitude or die fear of the king of Cochia 
sind the Zamdrin.himfelif. They acknowledged 4 



286 THE DECLINE AND FALL* 

is A r. Gentoo fovcjyign , but they were governed , even 
XLYii. in temporal concerns , by the bifliop of Angamala* 
He' .ftill afferted his ancient title of metropolitan 
of India, but his real jurifdidlion was exercifed in 
fourteen hundred churches, and Jie was eotrufted 
with the care] of two hundred thoufand fouls. 
A. D. ii?«o, Their religion would have rendered them the 
firmeft arid moft cordial allies of the Portugucfe , 
but the inquifitors foon difcerned initbeChriftians 
of St. Thomas the unpardonable guilt ^f herefy 
and fchifm. Inftead of owning themfelves the fub^ 
jeds of the Roman pontiff, the fpiritual and tem- 
poral monarch of the globe , they adhered , like 
their anceftors,'to the communion of jthe Ncftorian 
patriarch; and the biihops whom he ordained ^ 
Moful, traverfed the dangers of the feaaad land 
to reach their diocefe on the coaft of Malabar. In 
their Syriac liturgy, the names of Theodore and 
Ncftorius were pioufly commemorated ; they united 
their adoration of the two. perfons of Chrift ; the 
title ofMdther of God was offenfive to their ear, 
and they meafured with fcrupulous avarice the 
honours of the Virgin Mary , whom the fuperftition 
of the Latins had almofl exalted to the rank of a 
Goddefs. When her image was firft prefented to 
the difciples of St. Thomas, they indignantly 
exclaimed , *^ We are Chriftians , not idolaters !" 
and their fimple devotion was content with the 
veneration of the Crofs. Their feparation irotri the 
wcftern world had left them in ignorance of the 
improvements or corruptions of a thoufand years ; 
. and their co^foroiity ^yith tho faith and pradic^ 
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cf the fifth century , would equally di£appoint the chap. 
prejudices of a papift or a proteftant, It was the xjlvU. 
firft care of the minifters of Rome to intercept ^ali 
correfpondence with the Neftorian patriarch ^ , and 
fcveral.of his bifhops expired iathe prifons of the 
holy office. The flock, without aihepherd, was 
affaulted' by the power of the Portuguefe, the 
arts of the Jefuits, and the zeal of Alexis de 
JVIene^es archbiOiop of Goa, in his perfonal vifi- ^ 
tation of the coaft of Malabar. The fynod of * 
Diamper , at which he prefided , confunamated the 
pious work of the reunion , and rigoroufly impofed 
the'dodrine and difcipline of the Roman church , 
without forgetting auricular confeflion, the ftrong* 
/cft engine of ecclefiaftical torture. 1|[he memory 
of Theodore and Neftorius was condemned, and 
Malabar was reduced under the dominion di the 
pope, of the primate^ and of the Jefuits who 
invaded the fee of Angamala or Cranganor. Sixty j^ p^ 
years of fervitudc and hypocrify were patiently 159? -^16$% 
endured; but as foon as the Portuguefe empire 
was Ihaken by the courage and induftry of the 
Dutch , the Neftorians afferted , with vigour and 
cffed, the religion of their fathers. The Jefuits 
were incapable of defending the power which they 
had abufed : the arms of forty thoufand Chriftialns 
were pointed againft their falling tyrants ; and the 
Indian archdeacon afliiraed the character of bilhop, 
till a frefli fupply of epifcopal gifts and Syria© 
miflionaries could be obtained from the patriarch 
of Babylon. Since the cxpulfion of the Portuguefe , 
the Neftorian creed is freely profeffed 0^ the coaft 
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CHAP, of Malabar. TKe trading companies of Holland 
XIVIX* and England are the friends of toleration ; but if 
oppreffion be lefs mortifying than contempt^ the 
Chriftians of St. Thomas have reafori to complain 
of the cold and filent indifference of their brethren 
of Europe "*. 

II. The hiftory of the Monophyfites is lefs 
copious and int^refting than that of theNeflorians. 
' Under the reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius, tbeir 
artful leaders furprifed the ear of the prince, ufar- 
ped the thrones of the Eaft, and cruflied on its 
native foil the fchool of the Syrians. The rule of 
the Monophyfite faith was defined -with exquifite 
difcretion by Severus patriarch of Antioch ; he 
condemned, in the ftyle of the Henoticbn, the 
adverfe herefies. of Neftorius and Eutyches, main- 
tained againft the latter the reality of the body of 
Chrift , and conftrained the Greeks to allow that 
. . he wasaliar whofpoke truth "*. But the approxi-* 
mation of ideas could not abate the vehemence 
of paflion; each party was die more aftonifh- 
cd that their blind antagonift could difpute 
on fo trifling a difference; the tyrant of Syria 
enforced the belief of his creed, and his reign 
was polluted with the blood of three hundred 
and fifty monks, who were flain, not perhaps 
without provocation or refiftance , under the 
i)L.]D.5i8Lr ^valls of * Apamea "*. The fucceffor of Ahaftafius 
replanted the orthodox ftandard in the Eaft : 
Severus fled into Egypt ; and his friend , the eloquent 
Xenaias "', who had efcap^d from the Nefto- 
jians of Perfia, was fuffocatcd in his exile by the 

Melchites 
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Mekhites of Paphl^onia* Fifty .fout bifhops were c U A tu 
fwept from their thrones, eight hundred eccle- slyh* 
fiaftics \verc caft into prifon '*\ and notwith- 
ftanding the ambiguous favour of Theodora , thd 
Oriental flocks, deprived of theif ffiepherds, ,muft 
infenfibly have been either familhed or poifoned. 
In this fpiritual diftrefs » the expiring fadion was 
revived, and united, and perpetuated * by the* 
labours of a monk; and the name of James Bara- 
dxus "* has been prefervcd in the appellation of 
Jacobites^ a familiar found which may ftartle the 
ear of an Englilh reader. From the holy confef- 
Ibrs in their prifon of Confbntinople, he received 
the powers of bifbop of EdefTa and apoftle of 
the Eaft , and the ordination of fourfcore thoufand 
bifcops, priefts, and deacons, is derived fromt 
the fame inexhauftible fource. The fpeed of thci 
zealous miffionary was promoted by the fleeteft 
dromedaries of a devouf chief of the Arabs; tlie 
dodrine and difcipline of the Jacobites were fe- 
cretly eftablilhed in the dominions of Juftijnian; 
and each Jacobite was compelled to violate the 
laws and to hate the Roman legiflator. The fuc- 
ceffors of Severus ^ while they lurked in convents 
or villages , while they fiieltercd their profcribe4 
heads in the caverns of hermits , or the tents of 
the Saracens, ftill affertcd, as they now aflert^ 
their indefeafable right tp the title, the rank, 
and the prerogatives of patriarch of Antioch: 
tinder the milder yoke of the iiifidels, they refidc? 
about a league from Merdin, in the pleaf^nl 
monallery of Zaphvwran, wbi^h they h^vc emfect, 

voi. Via V 
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liflied with cells , aquedudts , and plantatioiw. 
XLVii. The fecondary, though honourable place, is fil- 
led by the maphrian^ who, in his ftation at Moful 
itfelf , defies the Neftorian catholic with whom he 
cont^fts the primacy of the Eaft. Under the pa- 
triarch and the maphrian, one hundred and fifty 
archbifliops and bifbops have been counted in 
the different ages of the Jacobite church ; but the 
order of the hierarchy is relaxed or ditfolved , 
and the greater part of their diocefes is confined 
to the neighbourhood of the Euphrates and the 
Tigris. The cities of Aleppo and A mida, which 
are often vifited by the patriarch , contain fome 
wealthy merchants and induftrious mechanics, 
but the multitude derive their fcanty fuftenancc 
from thtfir daily labour: and poverty, as well as 
fuperftition, may impofe their exceffive fafts ; five 
annual lents, during which, both the clergy and 
laity abftain not only fnom flelh or eggs, but 
even from the tafte of wine, of oil, and of fifli. 
Their prefent numbers are efteemed from fifty to 
fourfcore thoufand fouls, the remnant of a popu- 
lous church, which has gradually decreafed under 
the oppreffioh of twelve centuries. Yet in that 
long period , ^ome ftrangers of merit have been 
converted to the Monophyfite faith , and a' Jew- 
was the father of Abulpharagius '-* primate of 
the Eaft, fo truly cmineilt both in his life and 
death. In his life, he was an elegant writer of 
the- iSyriac and Arabic tongues , a poet, phyfician, 
and hiftorian, a fubtle philofopher, and a mo- 
derate divine. In his death, his funeral was 
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attended by his rival the Neftorian patriarch, with c H A A 
a train of Greeks and Armenians, who forgot xlvii^ 
their difputes, and mingled their tears over the 

.grave of an enemy. The fedl which w^js honour- 
ed by the virtues of Abulpharagius appears, 
however, to fmk below the level of their Nefto- 
rian brethren. The fuperftition of the Jacobites 
is more abjed, their falls more rigid ''', their in* 
teftine divifions are more numerous, and their . 
dodbors (as far as I can meafure the degrees of 
nonfenfe) are more remote from the precinds of 
reafon. Something may poflibly be allowed fot 
the rigour of the Monophyfite theology; mucljt 
more for the fuperior influence of the monaftic 
order^ In Syria, in Egypt, injEthiopia, the Ja- 
€(^ite monks have ever been diftinguilhed by 

' the auftcrity of their penance and the abfurdity 
of their legends. Alive or dead they are wor* 
Ihipped as the favourites of the Deity ; the croficr 
of bilhop arid patriarch is r^ferved for their 
venerable hands j and they affume the govern- ' 
jnent of men, while they are yet reeking with 
the habits and prejudices of the cloyfter ''*. 

Ill, In the ftyle of the Oriental Chriftians , the lit* tHfi 
Monothelites of every age are defcribcd under ^^^^^ 
the appellation of Maronltes '^', a name which has ' 
been infenfibly transferred from an hermit to a 
monaftery, from a raonaftery to a nation. Maron, 
a faint or favage of the fifth century, difplayed 
his religious madnefs in Syria ; the rival cities of ^ 
Apamea and Emefa difputed bis relics , a ftately 
church was er^d^d on his tomb^ and fix hundredl 
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CHAP, of his tllfciples united tlieir folitaiy cells on the 
•XL VII. banks of the Orontes. In the controverfies of 
the incarnation, they nicely threaded the ortho- 
dox line between the feds -of Neftorius and 
Eutyches; but the unfortunate q'ueftion of one 
nppill or operation in the two natures of Chrift, 
vras generated by their curious leifure. Their 
profelyte, the emperor Heraclius, was rejeded 
as a Maronite from the walls of Emefa ; he found 
ia refuge in the monaftery of his brethren ; and 
their theological kflbns were repaid with the 

'gift of a fpacious and wealthy domain. The 
name and dodrine of this venerable fchool were 
propagated among the Greeks and Syrians, and 
their zeal is expreffed by Macarius patriarch of 
Antioch, who declared before the fynodof Con- 
ftantinople, that fooner than fubfcribe the two 
wills of Chrift , he would fubmit to be hewn 

-piece-meal and caft into the fea "*. A fimilar or 
a lefs cruel mode of perfecution foon converted 
the unrcfifting fubjcds of the plain, while the 

'glorious title of Mardaites ''*, or rebels, was 
bravely maintained Jjy the hardy natives of mount 
Libanus. John Maron , one of the moft learned 
and popular of the monks, affumcd the charader 
"^ of patriarch of Antioch ; his nephew Abraham , 
at the head of the Maronites , defended their 
civil and religious freedoni agaihft the tyrants of 

^ the Eaft. The fon of the orthodox Conftantine 
purfued, with pious hatred, a people of foldicrs, 
who might have flood the bulwark of his em- 
pire againft the common foes of Chrift and of 
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Rome. An army of Greeks invaded Syria; the c H a p. 
monaftery of St. Maron was dellroyed with xlyii. 
fire ; the braveft chieftains were t)etrayed and 
rnurdered , and twelve thoufaad of their fol- 
lowers were tranfplanted to the diftant frontiers 
of Armenia and Thrace. Yet the humble na- 
tion of the Maronites has furvived the empire 
of Conftantinople , and they ftiJl enjoy, under ' 
their Turkifh maftcrs, a free religion and a mi- 
tigated fervitude^ Their domeftic governors arc 
chofen among the ancient nobility; the patriarch 
in his monaflery of Canobin , ftill fancies himfclf 
oq the throne of Antioch ; nine bijDbops compofc 
his fynod, 2lnd one hundred and. fifty priefts » 
who retain the liberty of marriage, are entrufted 
with the care of one hundred thoufand fouls. 
Their country extends from the ridge of mount 
Libanus to the fliores of Tripoli; ^nd the gra- 
dual defcent affords , in a narrpw fpace , each 
variety of foil and climate, from the Holy Cedars^ 
cred under the weight of fnow '^*, to the vine» 
the mulberry, and the olive trees of the fruitful 
valley.. In the twelfth century, the Maronites, 
abjuring the IVlonothelitc prror, were reconciled 
to the Latin churches of Antioch and Ronje "', 
and the fame alliance has been frequently renewed 
by the ambition of the popes and the diftrefs of 
the Syrians. But it may reafonably be quet 
tioned, whether their union has -ever been per- 
fed or fincere ; and the learned Maronites of the^ 
college of Rome have vainly laboured to abfolve 
their anceftors from the guilt of hereCy and JTchifiji'l^ 
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CHAP, IV, Since the age of Conftantinc, the Arme* 
xLvii. NiANS "* had fignalifed their attachment to the 
J / THE religion and empire of the Chriftians. The difor- 
ANS^^^^' ders of their country, and their ignorance of the 
Greek tongue , prevented their clergy, from affift- 
ing at the fynod of Chalcedon, and they floated 
eighty-four years '^^^ in a ftate of indifference or 
fufpenfe, till their vacant faith wa^ finally oc- 
cupied by the miffionaries of Julian of Halicar- 
Tiaifus'"', who in Kgypt, their common exile, 
had been vanquiflied by the arguments or the 
influence of his rival Severiis, the MonophyPte 
patriarch of Antioch. The Armenians alone are 
the pure difciples of Eutychcs, an unfortunate 
parent, who has been renounced by the greater 
part of his fpiritual progeny. They alone per. 
fevere in the opinion , that the manhood of Chrift 
was created , or cxifted without creation , of a 
divine and incorruptible fubftance. Their adyer* 
faries reproach them with the adoration of a 
phantom ; and they retort the accufation , by 
deriding or execrating the blafphemy of the Ja- 
cobites, who impute to the Godhead the vile 
infirmities of the flelh , even the natural effeds of 
nutrition and digeftion. The religion of Armenia 
could not derive much glory from the learning 
or the power of its inhabitants. The royalty expired 
with the origin of their fchifm, and their Chriftiaa 
Icings, who.arofe and fell in the thirteenth cen- 
tury on the confines of Cilicia, were the clients, of 
^he Latins and the vaffals of the Turkifli fultaa 
vi Iconium. The helplefs nation has fcldom. beea 
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permitted to enjoy the tranquillity of fervitude. c h a p. 
From the earliell period to the prefent hour, Ar-. xlvu. 
menia has been the theatre of perpetual war; 
the lands between Taiiris and Erivan wfere dif- 
peopled by the cruel policy of the Sophies; and 
myriads of Chriftian families were tranfplanted , 
to perilh or to propagate in the diftant provinces 
of Perfia. Under the rod of oppreffion, the zeal 
of the Armenians is fervent and intrepid : tioey 
have often preferred the crown of martyrdom to 
the white turban of Mahomet; they devoutly 
hate the error ^nd idolatry of the Greeks; and 
their tranfient union with the Latins is not lefs 
devoid of truth, than the thoufand bifhops whom 
their patriarch offered at the feet of the Roman 
pontiff/**. The catholic or patriarch of the Ar- 
menians refides in the monaftery of Ekmiafin, 
three leagues frofti Erivan. Forty -feven arch- 
bifliops , each of whom may claim the obedience 
of four or five fuffragans , are confecrated by hi$ 
hand; but the far greater part are only titular 
prelates, who dignify with their prefence and 
iervice the fimplicity of his court.. As foon as 
they have perfotocd the liturgy, they cultivate 
the garden; and>our bifhops will hear with fur^ 
prife, that the aufterity of their life encreafes in 
juft proportion to the elevation of their rank. la . 
the fourfcorc thoufand towns or villages of his 
fpiritual empire, the patriarch receives a fmall 
and voluntary tax from each perfon above th^ 
age of fifteen ; but the annual amount pf fix 
hundred thoufend crowns is infufficient XQ fupply 

■ ' V 4 
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the inceffant demands of charity and tribute. Sinc» 
the beginning of the laft century, the Armenians 
have obtained a large and lucrative fhare of the 
commerce of the Eaft: in their return from Eu^ 
rope, the caravan ufually halts in the neighbour* 
hood of Eri\ an , the altars are enriched with the 
fruits of their patient induftry; and the faith of 
Eutyches is preached in their recent congrega* 
tioi* of Barbary and Poland "*. 

V. In the reft of the Roman empire, the det 
potifm of the prince might eradicate or filcjice 
the feclaries of an dbnoxious creed. But the 
ftubborn temper of the Egyptians maintained 
their oppofitioii to the fynod of Chalcedon , and 
the policy of Jtiftinian condefcended to expedk 
and to feizc the opportunity of difcord. The 
Monophyfite church of Alexandria '** was torn 
by the difputes of the c^rraptibUs and incorrvptU 
hlcs^ and oi4 the death of the patriarch, the two 
fadions upheld their refpeftive candidates '**. 
Gaian was the difciple of Julian , Theodofius had 
been the pupil of Severqs : the claims of the 
former were fupported by the confent of the 
tnonks and fenators, the city and the province; 
the latter depended on the priority of his ordi^ 
nation I the favour of the emprefs Theodora, and 
the arras of the eunuch Narfes, which might 
have been ufed in more honourable warfare. 
The exile of the popular candidate to Carthagfe 
imd Sardinia, inflamed the ferment of Alexandria; 
and after a fchifm of one hundred and feventy 
ycjirs, the Gaimita ftili revered the wempry aad 
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dqdlrinc of their founder. The ftrength of num- CHAP. 
b€TS and of difcipline was tried in a defperate xlvuj 
and bloody conflid, the ftreets were filled with 
the dead bodies of citizens and foldiers ; the 
pious women, afcending the roofs of their houf* 
es^ fhowered down every fliarp or ponderous 
utenfil on the heads of the enemy; and the final 
vidory of Narfes was owing to the flames , with 
which he wafted the third capital of the Rfomaii 
world. But the lieutenant of Juftinian had not 
conquered in the caufe of an heretic ; Theodofius 
himfelf was fpeedily though gently removed; and 
Paulof Tanis, an orthodox monk, was raifed^"** 
to the throne of Athanafiu?, The powers of ' ' 
government were drained in his fupport; he 
might appoint or difplace the dukes and tribunes 
of Egypt ; the allowance of bread which Diocle- 
tian had granted, was fupprcffed, the churches 
were ihut, and a nation of fcbifmatics was depri- 
ved at once of their fpirituaJ and carnal food. 
In his turn, the tyrant was excommunicated by 
the zeal and revenge of the people; avnd none 
except his fervilc Melchites would falute him as 
a man, a Chriftian, or a bifliop, Yet fuch is the 
blindnefs of ambition, that, when Paul was ex- 
pelled on a cliarge of murder, he fdicited, with 
a bribe of feven hundred pounds of gold, his 
refloration to the fame ftation of hatred and ig« 
nominy. His fucceffor ApoHinaris entered the Apoiiinam , 
hoftile city in military array, alike qualified for*''^' ^^*' 
prayer or for battle. His troops, under arms^ 
were dillrit^Qtcd through the ftreets; the gat«$ 
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CHAP, of the cathedral were guarded, and a chofeu. 

Xivxi. band was ftationed in the choir to defend the 

perfon of their chief. He flood eredl on his 

throne, and throwing afide the upper garment 

•of a warrior^ fuddenly appe^ed before the eyes 

of the oiultltvide in the robes of partriarch of 

Alexandria. AHonifliment held them mute; but 

no fboner had ApoUinaris begun to read the 

tome of St. Leo , than a volley of curfes , and 

invedlives, and ftones, affaulted the odious mi-. 

nifter of the emperor and the fynod. A charge 

was inftantly founded by the fucceffor of the 

apoftles ; the foldicrs waded to their knees in 

blood; and two hundred thoufand Chriftians are 

faid to have fallen by the fword: an incredible 

account, even if it be extended from the flaugh- 

ter of a day to the eighteen years of the reign 

of ApoUinaris. Two fucceeding patriarchs , Eu- 

Euiogius, logins "* and John '*^ laboured in the converfion 

A. 1). 5&Q. ^£ j^gj-gj-i^,^^ ^jj.}, j^j.^5 ^j^j arguments more worthy 

of their evangelical profeflion. The theological 
knowledge of Efilogius was difplayed in many a 
volume, which magniHed the errors of Eutyches 
and Severus, and attempted to reconcile the 
ambiguous language of St. Cyril with the ortho- 
dox creed of pope Leo and the fathers * of Ghat 
John, cedon. The bounteous alms of John the elee- 

mofynary were didated by fuperftition , or bene- 
volence, or policy. Seven thoufand five hundred 
poor were maintained at his expencc ; on his ac* 
ceflion , he found eight thoufand pounds of gold 
in the treafury of the church ; he coUeded tea 
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tfaoufand from the liberality of the faithful; yet chap. 
the. primate could boaft in his teftament, that he XI.VII. 
left behind him no more than the third part of 
the fmallcft of the filver coins. The churches of 
Alexandria were delivered to the Catholics, the . 
religion of the Monophyfitcs was profcribed in 
Egypt , and a law was revived which excluded 
the natives from the honours and emoluments of 
the ftate. 

A more important conquefl ftill remained, of Their repara 
the patriarch, the oracle and leader of the Egyp-^!^" *"'* ^^' 
tiau church. Theodofius had refifted the threats^ 
and promifes of Juftinian with the fpirit of an 
apoftle or an enthufiaft. " Such," replied the 
patriarch , " were the offers of the tempter whea 
^' he Ihewed the kingdoms of the earth. But my 
^^ foul is far dearer to me than life or dominion, 
" The churches are in the hund^ of. a prince who 
^ can kill the body ; but my confcience is my 
^ own; and in exile, poverty, or chains, I will 
" ftedfafhly adhere to .the faith of my holy pre- 
'^ deceffors, Athanafius, Cyril, and Diofcorus. 
^ vAnathema to the tome of Leo and the fynod 
" of Chalcedon ! Anathema to all who embrace 
^ their creed! Anathema to them now and for 
^* evermore ! Naked came I but of my mother's 
" womb , naked fliall I dcfcend into the grave. 
^' Let thofe who love God , follow me and feek 
" their falvation. " After conforting his brethren, 
he embarked for Conftantinojple , and fuftained, 
in fix fucceflive interviews , the almoft irrefiftible 
weight of the royal prefence. His opinions were 
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c n A r. favourably entertained in the palace and the city ; 

XLViL the influence of Theodora afTured him a jQifc 
conduct and honourable difmiflion ; and he ended 
his days, though not on the throne, yet in the 
bofom , of his native country. On the news of 
his death , Apojlinaris indecently feafted the 
nobles and the clergy; but his joy was checked 
by the intelligence of a new ele<^ion; and while 
■ he enjoyed the wealth of Alexandria , his rivals 
reigned in the monafteries of Thebais , and were 
maintained by the voluntary oblations of the 
people. A perpetual fucceflion of patriarchs arofe 
from the afhes of Theodofius; alid the Monophy- 
fite churches of Syria and Jtgypt were united by 
the name of Jacobites and the communion of the 
faith. But the fame faith, which has been con- 

, fined to a narrow feft of the Syrians, was diflFuf- 

cd over the mpfs ef the Egyptian or Coptic 
nation; who, almofl .unanimoufly ,- reje&ed the 
decrees of the fynod of Chalcedon. A thoufand 
years were now elapfed fioce Egypt had ceafed 
to be a kingdom , fmce the conquerors of Afia 
and Europe had trampled on the ready necks of 
a people , whofe ancient wifdom and power 
afcends beyond the records of hiftory. The 
eonflidt of zeal and perfecution rekindled fome 
fparks of their national fpirit. They abjured, 
with a foreign herefy, the manners and language 
of the Greeks: every Melchite , in their cyes^ 
was a flranger, every Jacobite a citizen , the 
alliance of marriage ,* the of&ces of humanity , 
were Qondemae4 as a deadly dn i the natives 
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renounced aH allegiance to the emperor; and his chap 
orders , at a diftance from Alexandria , W'ere 
obeyed only under the preffure of military force. 
A generous effort might have redeemed the 
religion and liberty of Hgypt , and her fix hun- 
dred monafterres might have; poured forth their 
myriads of holy warriors , tor whom death 
•fliould Have no terrors, fince life had no comfort 
or delight. But experience has proved the dif- 
tinclion of adive and paffive courage ; the fanatic 
who endures without a groan the torture of the 
rack or the ftake , would tremble and fly before 
the face of an armed enemy. T he pufillanimous 
temper of the Egyptians could only hope for a 
change of mafters ; the arms of Chofroes depo- 
pulated the land , yet under his reign the Jaco- 
bites enjoyed a lliort and precarious refpite. The ' ^ 
viAory of Heraclius renewed and aggravated the 
perfecution, and the patriarch again efcaped from 
Alexandria to the defcrt. In his flie:ht, Benjamin ^*"^'^™*"^ 

. 1 • 1 1. J L- ***« Jacobite 

was encouraged by a voice, which bad him patriarch . 
expedl , at the end of ten years , the aid of a ^ ^' 
foreign nation, marked like the Egyptians them- *^^^ 
fclves with the ancient rite of circumcifion. The 
charadler of thefe deliverers , and the nature of 
the deliverance, will be hereafter explained; and 
1 Ihall ftep over the interval of eleven centuries 
to obferve the prefent mifery of the Jacobites of 
Egypt. The populous city of Cairo affords a 
refidence or rather a fhclter for their indigent 
patriarch , and a remnant of ten bifliops : forty 
monafteries have furvived the inroads of the 
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Arabs; and the progrefs of jfervitude and apoftafy 
have reduced the Coptic nation to the defpicablc 
number of twenty-five or thirty thoufand fami- 
lies **'; a race of illiterate beggar^, whofe only 
confolation is derived from the fuperior wretched- 
nefs of the Greek patriarch and his diminutive 
congregation '**. 

VL The Coptic patriarch , a rebel to the 
Csefars , or a flave to the khalifs , ftill gloried in 
the filial obedience of the kings of Nubia and 
Ethiopia. He repaid their homage by magnifying 
their greatnefs ; and it x was boldy affert^d that 
they could bring into the field an hundred thoufand 
horfe, with an equal numbci of camels '*'; that 
their hand could pour or reftrain the waters of 
the Nile '"5 and the peace and plenty of Egypt 
was obtained, even in this world, by. the inter- 
ceffion of the patriarch. In exile at Conftantinople , 
Theodofius recon>mended to his patroncfs the 
converfion of the black nations of Nubia "', from 
the tropic of Cancer to the confines of AbyflGnia. 
Her defign was, fufpedled and emulated by the 
more orthodox emperor. The rival mirtior.aries , 
a Mclchite and a Jacobite, embarked at the fame 
time; but the emprefs, from a motive of love or 
fear , was more effedually obeyed : and the Catholic^ 
prieft was detained by the prefident of Thebais, 
while the king of Nubia and his court were haftily 
baptifed in the faith ofDiofcorus. The tardy envoy 
of Juftinian was received and difmifTedwith honour ; 
but when he accufed the herefy and treafon of the 
Egyptians, the negro convert was inftrudled to 
reply that he would never abandon his brethren 
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the true believers , to the perfecuting tninifters of c h a p. 
the fynod of Chalcedon '". During feveral ages, Xlvii. 
the bifhops of Nubia were named and confecrjited 
by the Jacobite patriarch of Alexandria: as late 
as the tv/elfth century , Chriftianity prevailed ; 
and fome rites, fome ruin5, are ftill vifible in the 
favage towns of Sennar and Dongola ''*. But the 
Nubians at length executed their threats of returning 
to the worfhip of idols; the climate tequired the 
indulgence of polygamy, and they have finally 
preferred the triumph of the Koran to the abafement 
of the Crofs. A metaphyfical religion may appear % 

too refined for the capacity of the negro race t yet 
a black or a parrot might be taught to repeat 
the -vpords of the Chalcedonian or Monophyfite 
creed. ' 

Chriftianity was more deeply rooted in the Abyf- Church of 
finian enfpire; and although the correfpondence ^ D.'no, 
has been fometimes interrupted above feventy or *«• 
an hundred years, the .mother- church of Alex- 
andria retains her colony in a ftate of perpetual 
pupillage. Seven bifhops once compofed the 
^thiopic fynod: had their number amounted to 
ten , they might have eledled an independent 
primate , and one of their kings was ambitious of 
promoting his brother to the ecclefiaftical throne. 
But ,the event was forefeen , the encrcafe was 
denied; the epifcopal office has been gracjually 
confined to the abuna ''^, the head and author of 
the Abyffinian priefthood ; the patriarch fupplies 
each vacancy with an Egyptian monk ; and the 
charader of i ftranger appears more venerable in 
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C H A p* tbe eyes of the people, lefs dangerous ia thofc 
XLVil. of the monarch. In the fixth century, when the 
fchifm of Egypt was confirmed , the rival chiefs , 
with their patrons , Juftinian and Theodora , ftrove 
to outftrip each other in the conqueft of a remote 
and independent province. The induftry of the 
emprefs was again vidorious, and the pious 
Theodora has eftablifhed in that fequeftered 
church the faith and difcipline of the Jacobites *'*. 
Encompaffed on all fides by the enemies of their 
religion, tbe i?!lthiopians flept near a thoufand 
years, forgetful of the world, by whom they 

The Ports- were forgotten. They were awakened by the 
Abymn?a, Portuguefe, who, turning the fouthern promontory 
A. D. of Africa, appeared in India and the Red Sea, 
*^*^~*^^^' as if they had defcended through the air from a 
diftant planet, hi the firft moments of their inter- 
view, the fubjeds of Rome and Alexandria ob- 
ferved the referabJance , rather than the difference , 
of their faith ; and each nation cxpeded the moft 
importai)t benefits from an alliance with their 
Chriftiah brethren. In their lonely fituation, the 
^Ethiopians had almoll relapfed into the favage 
life. Their veffels, which had traded to Ceylon ^ 
fcarcely prefitmed to navigate the rivers of Africa^ 
the ruins of Axumc were deferted , the nation w?is 
fcattered in villages , .and the emperor, a pompous 
name, was content, both in peace and war, with 
the immoveable refidence of a camp. Confcious of 
their own indigence, the AbyflGnians had formed 
the rational projedl of importing the arts and 
ip^cinuity of Europe !"; and their ambafTadors at 

Rome 
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Rome and LJfbon were inftrudled to folicit a c h a ip» 
colony of fmiths , carpenters , tilers , mafons , xi/Vii* 
printers, furgeoris,. and phyficians, for the ufe 
of their country* But the public danger foon called 
for the inftant and effedlual aid of arms and 
foldiers, to defend an unwarlike people from the 
Barbarians who ravaged the inland country, and 
the Turks and Arabs \vho advanced from the fea^ 
coaft in more formidable array. Ethiopia was 
faved by four hundred and fifty Portuguefe ^ Who 
difplayed in the field the native valbur of Euro- 
peans, and the artificial powers of the mufquet 
and cannon.. In a moment of terror, the emperof 
bad'proitoifed to reconcile himfelf and bis fubjedte 
to the Catholic faith ; a Latiii patriarch reprefented 
thefupremacyof thepope'**; the empire , enlarged 
in a tenfold proportion , was fuppofed to contain 
more gold than the mines of America; and the 
wildeft hopes of avarice and zeal were built on 
the willing fubmiflion of the Chriftians of Africa. 

But the vows which pain had extorted , were Miffion of 
forfworo on the return of health. The Abyflinians ^^® J«*'"^ts, 
ftill adhered with unQiakcn conftancy to the Mo- 
nophyfite faith ; their languid belief was inflamed 
by the exercife of difpute; they branded' the La- 
tins with the names of Arians and Ncftorians , and 
imputed the adoration oifour gods , to thofe who 
feparated the two natures of Ch rift. Fremona, a 
place of worfliip , of rather of exile , was ajGGgned 
to the Jefuit miffionaries. Their Ikill in the liberal 
and mechanic arts , their theological learning and 
the decency of their manners, infpired a barren 
Vol. Vlll. X 
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cfteem; but they were not endowed with the gift 
of miracles * '* , and they- vainly folicited a rdn- ' 
forcement of European troops. The patience and 
dexterity of forty years , at length obtained a more 
favourable audience, and two emperors of Abyfc, 
ikiia were perfuadcd that Rome could enfure the 
temporal and everiafting happinefs of her votaries* 
The fkft of thcfe royal converts loft his crowa 
and his life 4 and the rebel army was fandified by ' 
die abuna , who hurled an anathema at the apot- 
tate , and abfolved his fubjeds from their oadi of 
fidelity. The fate of Zadengher was revenged by 
the courage and fortune of Sufneus, who afcended 
the thtonc under the name of Seg-ued , and more 
Vigotoufly profecuted the pious enterprife of his 
kinfman« After the amufement of fome unequal 
combats .between the Jefuits and his illiterate 
prieft3 , the emperor declared himfelf a profelyte 
to the fynod of Chalcedon, prefuming that hi$ 
clergy and people would embrace without delay 
the religion of their prince* The liberty of choice 
was fucceeded by a law , which impofed , under 
pain of death , the belief of the two natures of 
Chrift : the Abyflinians were enjoined to work 
and to play on the Sabbath ; and Segued , in the 
face of Europe aind Africa , renounced his coii^ 
nedion with the Alexandrian church. A Jefuit, 
Alphonfo Mendez , the Catholic patriarch of Ethio- 
pia , accepted in the name of Urban VIII. the ho- 
mage and abjuration of his penitent. " I confcfs , " 
faid the emperor on his knees, "I confefs that 
^^ the pope is the vicar of Chrift, the fucceffor of 
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^^ St. Peter, and the fovereign of the world. To c h a p. 
" him 1 fwear true obedience, and at his feet I xcvxu 
*^ offer my perfon and kingdonn ". A fimilar. 
oath. was repeated by bis fon, his brother, the 
clergy, the nobles, an^d even the ladies of the 
court: the Latin patriarch was invefted with ho- 
nours and wealth ; and his miffionaries eredled 
their churches or citadels in che moft convenient 
ftations of the empire. The Jefuits themfelves de-. 
plore the fatal indifcretion of their chief, who 
forgot the mildnefs of the gofpel and the policy 
of his order , to introduce with hafty violence the 
liturgy of Rome and the inquifition of Portugal. 
He condemned the ancient pradice of circuraci* 
fion , which health rather than fuperftition had firft 
invented in the climate of iEthiopia "*. A new bap- 
tifm , a new ordination was inflidled on the nati« 
ves ; and they trembled with horror when the moft 
holy of the dead were torn from their graves , when 
the moft illuftrious of the living were excommu- 
nicated by a foreign prieft. In the defence of their 
religion and liberty , the AbyfEnians rofe in arras 
with dcfperate but unfucccfsful zeal. Five rebel- 
lions were extinguithed in the blood of the in» 
furgents: two abunas were flain in battle, whole 
legions were flaughtered in the field , or fuffocated 
in their caverns; a^d neither merit, nor rank, 
nor fex, could fave from an ignominious death 
the-enemies of Rome. But the -vidorious mon- 
arch was finally fubdued by the conftancy of the 
nation , of his mother , of his fon , and of his 
.moft faithful friends. Segued iiftened to the voice 



808 THE. DECLINE AND FALI. 



t nA p. 



Final txpuU 
fion of the 
Jefttits » 
A. D. Ui% , 



of pity, of reafon, perhaps of fear; and his edicl 
of liberty of confcience inftantly revealed the ty- 
ranny and w.eaknefs of the Jefuits. On the death 
of his father, Bafilides expelled the Latin patriarch , 
and reftored to the wiibes of the nations the 
faith and difcipline of Egypt. The IVIonophyfitc 
churches refounded with a fong of triumph , *' that 
** theiheep of JGtbiopia were now delivered from 
" ^e hyaenas of the Weft;" and the gates of that 
folitary realm were for everfhut againft the /arts ^ 
tihe fcience^ and the fanaticilm of Europe ''\ 
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X'HAVE now deduced from Trajan to Con- crap! 
ftantinc , from Conftaiitine to Heraclius , the- xlviii. 
regularfcriesofthdRortianempcrors; and faithfully Dcfeas of 

expofed tic profperotis and adverfe fortunes of ^^ wftorj^ 
their reigns: Five centuries of the decline and 
fall of the empire have already elapfed; but a 
peribdi of^mdre than eight hundred years ftilt 
feparat^s^me froiti the term of my labours, the 
taking df Confkantinople by the Turks. Should I 
pcrfevcre in. the fame courfe, fhould I obferve' \ 
the fame meafure, a "prolix and flendef thread' 
would be fpun* through' many a volume , nor- 
would the patient reader find an adequate reward '. 
of: inftr^idion or aitoufement At every ftep , as 
we fihk <ieeper in the decline and fall of the 
Ekftern empire, the vannals of each fucceeding 
reign would impofca more ungrateful and me- 
laincholy taflc. Thefe annals muft continue ta 
repeat a tedious and uniform tale of weakae£t 

X-3 
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CHAP, and mifery: the natural conncdion of canfes and 
XLVIIL events woo]d be broken by frequent and hafty 
tranfitions , and a minute accumulation of cir- 
cumfiances rouil deftroy the light and cffed of 
thofe general pidurcs whiqh compofe the ufe and 
ornament of a remote hiftocy. From the time 
^f Heradius , the Byzantine theatre is contraded. 
and darkened : the line of empire , which had been 
defined by the laws of Juftinum and the arms of 
Belilarius , recedes on all (ides from our view : 
the- Roman - name , the proper fubjed of our 
enquiries , is reduced to a narrow comer of h urope^ 
to the lonely fuburbs of Conltantinople ; and the 
fate of the Greek empire has been compared tcf 
that of the Rhine, which lofes itIJcIf in the lands , 
before its waters can mingle with the ocean. 
The fcale of dominion is dimimlhed to our view 
by the diftance of time and place : nor is the lots 
of external fplendour compeniated by the nobler 
gifts of virtue and genius In the laft moments 
of her decay , Conftantinople was doubtIeC$ more 
opulent and populous than At)l»3$ at her rooft 
flouriihing aera, when a icanty fum of fix thou, 
iaad talents ^ or twelve hundred thoufaod 
pounds fterling , was poflefled by twenty -one 
thoufand male citizens of an adult age. But 
each of thefe citizens was a frejcman^ who dared 
to affert the liberty of his thoughts, words, and 
adions ; wh^^fc perfon and property were guarded 
by equal law ; and who exercifed his independent 
Xotc in the govcrcment of the republic ..Thdv 
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rumbers feem to be multiplied by the ftrong and c H a i?^ 
various difcriminations of charadler : under the XLVii^ 
IhieM of freedom , on the wings of emulation and 
vanity, each Athenian afyired to the level of the 
national dignity : from this commanding. eminence, 
fome chofen fpirits foare;d beyond the reach of 3 
vulgar eye ; and the chances of fuperior merit in 
7t great and popufous kingdom , as they are proved 
by experience, would excufe the computation of 
imaginary inillions. The territories of Athens , 
Sparta , and their allien , do oot exdeed % 
moderate province of France or England: but 
after the trophies of Salamis and Plat?ea^ they 
expand in our fancy to the gigaatic fize of Afia, 
which had been trampled under the feet of the 
;vi(ftorious Greeks. But the fubjeds of the By^ 
zantine empire, who affume and dilhonour the 
names both of Greeks and Romans, prefent ^ 
dead uniformity of abjedl vices , which are neither 
foftencd by the weaknefs of humanity ^ nor ani* 
mated by the vigour of memorable crimes. The 
freemen of antiqriity might repeat with generous 
enthufiafm the fentence of Homer, " that on the • 
^ firft day of his fervitude , the captive is deprived 
* of one half of his manly virtue." But the 
poet had only feen the cffedls of civil or domeft;ic 
llavery, nor could he foretell that the fecond 
moiety of manhood muft be annihilated by' the 
fpiritual defpodfm , which fhacktes , not only the 
adions , but even the thoughts of the proftratc 
votary. By this double yoke j the Greeks wew 

X4 
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c H A E.' oppreffed under the fucceffors of Heraclius,; the 
xtyni, lyrant, a law of eternal juftice, was degraded by 
the yioes pf his fubjeds ; and on the throne , ia 
the camp , in the fchools , we fearch , perhaps 
'with fruitlt-fs diligence , the names and charadlers 
that ipay deferve to be refcued from oblivion. Nof 
are the defeds of the fubjccl compenfatcd by thf 
fkill and variety of the painters. Of a fpace of 
^ight hundred years , the four firft centuries are 
overfprcad with a cloud interrupted by fomc 
Taipt and broken rays of hiftoric light: i^ the 
Jives gf the emperors , {rpnx Maurice to Alexius , 
',Baf|l the Macedonian has alone been the theme 
of a feparate work; and the abfence, or lofs, or 
impprfedlion of contemporaj-y evidence, cmuft be 
poorly. fupplied by the doubtful authority of more 
rece.nt cpmpilers. The four laft ceaturies are 
cxen^pt from the reproach of penury: apd with 
' the.Comnenian family, the hiftoric mufe of Con-r 
flantinople again revives , but her apparel is gaudy, 
her motions are \yithout elegance or grace,. A 
fucceflion of priefts , or courtiers , treads in each 
,0.th?r^s fpQtfteps in the fame path of fervitude 
.and fuperftitipn: their views are narrow, their 
judgtp^nt is feeble or corrupt ; and we clpfc the 
yplume, of copious barreqnefs , ftiH ignorant of 
the caufes of events , the charadlers of theadors, 
\ ^nd the manners of the tipicSj^ which they celc- 

.brate . or ^deplore. The obfervatipa which has 
been applied to a man, may b© extended to a 
^hole people, that the energy of thp fworcj is 
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communicated to the pen; and it will be founcj c 11 a p, 
by experience, th^t tbe.tone of biftory will rifo XLvm. 
or. fall with the fpirit .of the age., . * 

From tbefe confiderations, I fl?^ul4 h?^yc aban^Tts conncc- 
doncd without regret the Greek fl^v^s and their. ^;';^,^;!^jf 
fervile hiftorians, had I. not reflecli?d that the fate, of th« world. 
of the Byzantine monarchy is pajfiv^ly connefted 
with the moft fplendid and important revolutions, 
which have changed the ftatc of the ^orld. The, 
fpace of the loft provinces was imiirediately reple-- 
piBied with new coloni.es and rifmg kingdoms:, 
the adive virtues of peace and w^r 4^ferted from 
the vanquifhed to the victorious: nations ; and it^ 
is in their origin and conquefts, in. their religion 
^\i^ goyernment, thatwernqft explore the caufes, 
jind effedb of the decliof anfl falj;af th€ Eaftern, 
enspka ; Nor will this foDpe of .narr^tiye ^^ the 
riches an,d.: variety o^.tbtfiEi materia'Js, be income 
patible with^the vfliqy pt-.defigA» ^nd fiOBppofuion.. 
As, in his daily prajexSj t);ie^IVI^f53l^^,iV of Fezi" 
qr Delhi, ftill .turJ!^? his face^ tow%rd%: thb tj^pnplc. 
of Mecca » |the hiftorians eye IhaH/he always 
fixed on the city of Conftantinople. <Tb^ ^xcvirfiv.Ct 
line may embrace, the wilds, of. Ar^ia ;gn4f:TRrr> 
t;ary 1 but the circle- will be ultig^fttely jjedu-Q^d^ 
to the decreafing, limit of, the Ro^ic^n.n*onarchy.- 

On this principle 1 iball now eftal^liiji the.planjpiaB of the 
of the four laft volumes of the prefent work. The^^'^""^ '^** 
firft chapter will coritaiiVj* in a regular feries, the^""" 
emperors who reigned, at Conftantinople dUririg' 
^ period of fix hu^cJre4iyeJrs,^ f/pmjthe daysol 
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CHAP. Heraclius to the Ladn conqucft: a rapid abftra<5l, 
XL VIII. ^vbich may be fupported by a gtntral appeal to 
the order and text of the original hiftorians. In 
this inlrodu^iort, I fhall conftne myfelf to the 
revolutions of -€be throne , the fucceflion of families, 
the perfonal charaders of the Greek princes , the 
mode of their life and death , the maxims and 
influence of their domeftic government, and the 
tendency of their reign to accelerate or fufpend 
the downfal of the liaftem empire. Such a chro-» 
nological review will lerve to illuftrate the variousr 
arguments of the fubfequent chapters; and each 
circumftance of the eventful ftory of the Barbarians 
will adapt itfelf in a proper place to the Byzaijtinc 
iinnals. The internal ftateof the empire, and the 
dangerous herefy of the Paulicians, which fliook 
. the Eaft and enlightened the Weft, will be the 
fubjed of two feparate chapters; but thefe enquiries 
muft be p<)ftp6nfed till our farther progrtfs fball 
Bave opened the view of the world in the ninth 
and tenth centuries of the Chrfftxan aera. After 
this foundation of Hyzantine hiftory , the following 
nations willpafe before our eyes, and each wilf 
occupy the (pace to which it may be entitled bjr 
greatqefs or hierit, or the degree of connedion 
with the Roro^/i world and the prefent age. I. The 
^Franks; a general appellation which includes all 
the Barbarians of France, Italy, and Germany,' 
who were united by the fword and fceptre of 
Charlemagne. The perfecution of images and their 
ATotaries , fepai^ted Rome and Italy from the 
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Byzantine throne, and prepared tlie rdi'>f^'.^Vi <f - 
the Roman empire in the Weft. 11 \uk. ^.i^^ 
or Saracens. Three ample chaptert ^A. vt 
devoted to this curious and interefting otj^'X. at. 
the firft, after a pidure of the country -^^gi rat 
inhabitants , 1 fhall inveftigate the chara-v^ <i 
Mahomet; the charader, religion, and focctii ^4 
tEe prophet. In the fecond I fhall lead the Ar^'^ 
to the conqucft of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, ti^c 
provinces, of the Roman empire; nor can I cbecit 
their vidorious career till they have dverthrowa 
the monarchies of Perfia and Spain. In^the third 
I fhall enquire how Conflantinople and Europe 
were laved. by the luxury and arts, the divifion 
and decay , of the empire of the caliphs. A fingle 
chapter will include. III. The Bulgarians, IV. 
Hungarians, and, V.Russians, who affaulted 
by ilea or by land the provinces and the capital ; 
but the laf]t of thefe , fo important in their prefent 
greatnefs , will excite fome curiofity in their origin 
and infancy. VI. The Normans; or rather the 
private adventurers of that warlike people , who 
founded a powerful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily, 
Ihook the throne of Conflantinople, difplayedthc 
trophie$ of chivalry , and almoft realized the 
wonders, of romance. VIL The Latins; the 
ifubjeds of the pope, the nations of tbjs Wefl^ 
who cnlifled under the banner of the crofs for the 
recovery or relief of the holy fepulchre. The 
. Greek emperors were terrified and prefervcd by 
the myriads of pilgrims who marched to Jeruialeoi 
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0[H A P. \«rith Godfrey of Bouillon land the peers of Chrif- 
X&VX11; teodom. The fecond and third crufades trodia 
the footfteps of the firft: Afia and Europe were 
mingjed in a-faered viMr of twt) hundred years j 
and the Chriilian powers were bravely r^fifted; 
and finaUy expelled , by Saladin and the Mamalukes 
of Egypt. In thefc naeniorable crufades , a fl^cfe 
and army of French ahd Venetians were divertc4 
from .Syria .to the Thracian Bpfphorns : they 
aflaulteld'.tbe capital, they fubverted' the Greek 
inonar<jhy !• and a dynafty of Latin princes was 
feated neai* threefcore years on the throne of 
Cionftantine. VIII. The Greeks themfel\res, during 
this period of captivity and exile , mirft be cotu 
fider^d as ' a; fbreign nation; the enemies, and 
again the fovereigns , of Conftantinople, Mis* 
fortune had rekindled a. fpark of nationiil virtue; 
aid the iinpieml feries nmy be continued with 
fome dig^iiy 'from their reftbration to the Tuf kilh 
co^Jquaftt TX. The Moguls and Tartars: By 
ttee armrofiZin^s and his defcendants , the globe* 
was {hafeen^'^froih China to Poland and Greece: 
' the fultan^ ^er€i6verChro\Vn : the caliphs fcH; and 
the e^fat^ti'ferabitedotf their throne. Thevidlories 
of Timotir fufpend^d^bove fifty yeah the finaF 
^ ruin of the Byzantine empire. X. I haVealready' 
BOtic^fd tAe Wft' appearance of the TutilKlS', and 
the litfm4^ 'i^f the fathers, of Seljuk and Othman-;, 
difcrimifti^te' the two flicceffive dynafties of the 
ft^tiorty which emerged in the eleventh century 
feomtbe-Scythian wildernefs*- The former ,cftab* 
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iilhed a potent and fplendid kingdom from the chap. 
banks of the Oxus to Antioch and Nice ; and the xlviii. 
firft crufade was provoked by the violation of — 

Jcrufalcm and the danger of ConRantinople. From 
an humble origin , tht Ottomans ^rok ^ the fcourg^ 
and terror of Chriftcndom. Conftantinople was 
befieged and taken by Mahomet II. and his 
triumph annihilates the remnant, the image, the 
title, of the Roman empire in the Eaft. The 
fchifm of the Greeks will be conneded with their 
laft calamities , and the reftoration of learning in 
the WeAern world. I Ih^ll return from tjie capti* 
vity Qi th^new, to thf ruins of ancient Rome; 
and the venerable name , the interefting theme , 
will filed a ray of glory on the conclufion of my 
labours* 



THE emperor. Heraclius had punifhed a tyrant second mar- 
and afcended his throne ; and the memory of his ',**^!. ^""L 
reign is perpetuated by the tranlient conquelt , and raciius. 
irreparable lofs , of the Eaftern provinces. After 
the death of Eudocia , his firft wife , he difobeye4 
the patriarch , and violated the laws , by his 
fecond marriage with his niece Martina ; and the 
fuperftition of the Greeks beheld the judgment 
o£ heaven in the difeafe^l of the father and the 
deformity of his offspring. But the opinion of 
an illegitimate birch is fufficient to diftrad the 
choice, and loofen the obedience, of the people: 
the ambition of Martina was quickened by maternal 
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CH A P. love, and perhaps by the envy of a ftepmother;' 

XL VIII. and the aged hufband was too feeble to withftand 

the arts of conjugal allurements. Conftantine> ^ 

his ddeft fon , enjoyed in a mature age the title 

of Auguftus; but the weaknefs of bis conftitution 

required a colleague and a guardian, and he"* 

yielded^with fecret reludance to the partition of 

the empire. The fenate was fummoned to the^ ' 

palace to ratify or atteft the affociation of Hera- 

cleona?, the fon of Martina: the impofition of 

the diadem was confecrated by the prayer and 

blefling of the patriarch ; the fenators and patricians 

^adored the majefty of the great emperor and the 

partners of his reign ;^ and as foon as the doors ^ 

were thrown open, they were hailed hf the 

tumultuary but important voice of the foldiers* 

After an interval of five months , the pompous 

ceremonies which formed the effeilce of the By* 

zantine (late were celebrated in the cathedral and 

the hippodrome : the concord of the royal brothers 

was affededly difplayed by the younger leaning 

on the arm of the elder; and the name of Martina 

was mingled in the reludlant or venal acclamations 

of the people. Hcraclius furvived this affociation 

A. n. «4i, about two years: his laft teftament declared 

Februan ii« his two fons the equal heirs of the Eaftem 

empire , and commanded them to honour hi$ 

widow Martina as their mother and their fovc* 

reign. 

Conftan. When Martina firft appeared on the throne with 

tine III. the ilame and attributes of royalty, fh^ was checked 

Fc)>riiarf.'^* by a firm, though refpe^Hui, oppofition^ a^dthe 
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dying embers of freedom vrere kindled by the chap, 
breath of fuptrftitious prejudice. *' We reve- xlviii. 
fence," exclaimed the voice of a citizen, "we 
^ reverence the mother of oijr princes; but to 
" tfaofe print^es alone our obedience is due; and 
" Conftantine, the elder emperor, is of an age 
"to fuftain, in his own hands, the weight of 
^^ the fceptre. Your fex is excluded by nature 
" from the toils of government. How could 
^ you combat , how could you anfwer , the 
" Barbarians, who, with hoftile or friendly inten- 
" tions , may approach the royal city ? May 
"heaven avert from the Roman republic thif 
" national difgrace, which would provoke the 
^ patience of the flaves of Perfia. '* Martina de- - 
fceiided from the throne with indignation, and 
fought a refuge in the female apartment of the 
palace. The reigil of Conftantine the third lafted 
only one hundred and three daiys : he expired in 
the thirtieth year of his age , and , although his 
life had been a long malady , a belief was enter- 
tained that poifon had been the means , and his 
cruel ftepmothcr the author , . of his untimely^ 
fate. Martina reaped indeed the harveft of his Heracieonas; 
death, and affumed the government in the name^^'^*^» 
of the furviving emperor; but the inceftuous 
widow of Hcraclius was univerfally abhorred; 
the jealoufy of the people was awakened , and 
the two orphans whom Conftantine had left, 
^became the objetfls of the piiblic care. It was ia 
vain that the fon of Martina , who was no more 
thanfifteen ye^rs: of age^wa,s taught to declari 
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CRAP, fcimfclf the guardian of his nephews , fene of 
XiviiL whom he had prefented .at the baptifmal. font ^ 
it was in vain that he fware on the wood of the 
true crofs , to defend them againft all their 
enemies. On his death -bed , the late emperor had 
difpatched a trufty fervant to arm the troops and 
provinces of the Eaft in the defence of his helplefs 
children : the eloquence and liberality of Valentin 
had beeji fuccefsful, and from his camp of Chat 
cedon , he boldly demanded the pUnifhment of 
the affaffins , and the reftoration of the lawful 
heir. The licence of the foldiers who. devoured 
tne grapes and drank the wine of their Afiatic 
vineyards , , provoked the citizens of Conftan-* 
tinople againft the domeftic authors , of their 
calamities, and the dome of Su Sophia re-echoed^ 
pot with prayers and hymns, but with the 
clamours and imprecations of an enraged multi- 
tude. At their imperious command, Heracleonas 
appeared in the pulpit with the eldeft of the royal 
orphans ; Conftans alone was faiuted as emperor 
of the Romans, and a crown of gold, which 
had been taken from the tomb of Heraclius , was 
placed on his head, with the folemn bcnedidlion 
' of the patriarch. But in the tumult of joy and 
indignation, the church was pillaged, the fandluary 
was polluted by a promifcuous crowds of Jews 
and Barbarians ; and the Monothelite Pyrrhus , 
a creature of the emprcfs, after dropping a pro- 
teftation on the altar, efcaped by a prudent flight 
from the zeal of the Catholics. A more ferious 
and bloocjy talk >v as relerved for the fenate, w^ho 
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^'^ ^gjAetrf.erived a temporary ftrengtli from th^ cbnfent of c itf A t*i 
^^ ^"c baptiStit foldiers and pebpld. The fpirit bf Roman iLViii* 
' ^^ wiTftreedom revived the ancient and awful eicamples 
^^ ^gmbf the judgment bf tyrants , and the Imperial 
^^/jfeeiT^iilprits ^^ere d^pofed and condemned as th^ 
^'''^ the ti^uthots of the death of Gonllantine. But the 
'^^^o/'Aijieverity bf the cbnfcript fathers was ftlitied by 
n//f^Q/ftheindifcrimin2itc pUnifhment of the innocent and 
^ Ciimp c the guilty- : Martina and Heraelcon^is were fen- Puriishiiicfit 
' p^nik tenced to the amputation , the former of her l^^ Hemdc* 
' o/4. tongue, the latter of his noffe; and after thisonas, 
Wjo (le\- cruel execution , they confumed the remaitidei: of e' ^^' ^?^* 

. . . ■ . . Stptemben 

their a their days in exile and oblivion. The Greeks who 

of Co: "were capable of refledtioti might find fomd con- 

ors of: folatibn for their fefvitqde, \>y obferving the 

3 rc-eck abufe of power when it was lodged for a moriient 

whli- in the hands of an ariftocracy. 

ed at We fhall imagine ourfelves tranfported fivd Coniiaiis it 
mcko: hundred years backwards to the age of the ^ * ^^' ^-^^ • 
hero] Antbilines ^ if we liften tb the oration which 
vpa Cotiftans II. pronouticed in the twelfth year of 
whk I'i^ ^g^ before the Byzantine fenate. After re^ 
ifj. turning his thanks tor the juft punifliment of thd 
^0(1 affaffins who had intercepted the faireft hopes of 
id his father's reign ^ " By the divine providence , " 
r laid the yourig emperor , " dnd by yout righteous 

*' decree, Martina atid her inceftiious progeny 
" have been clft headlong from the' throne. Your 
*' majefty and wifdom have prevented the Romari 
" ftate from degenerating into lawlefs tyrs[ilny; 
*' I therefore exhort and befeech you to fland 
** forth as the eounfellors aiid judges of thi^ 
^ Vol; VIII. T 
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€ H A p. " common fafety. " The fcnators were gratified 
XLYiiu by the refpedful addrefs and liberal donative of 
their fovereign ; but thefe ferviie Greeks were 
unworthy and regard lefs of freedom ; and in his 
mind, the leflbn of an hour was quickly erazed 
by the prejudices of the age and the habits of 
defpotifra. He retained only a jealous fear left 
the fenate or people Ihould one day invade the 
right of primogeniture , and feat his brother 
Theodofius on an equal throne. By the impofi- 
tion of holy orders, the grandfon of Heraclius 
was difqualifiedforthe purple; but this ceremony, 
which fcemed to profane the f:\craments of the 
church , was inrufficicnt to appeafc the fufpicions 
of the tyrant , and the death ^ of the deacon 
Theodofius could alone expiate the crime of his 
royal birth. His murder was avenged by the 
imprecations of the people, and the affaffin, in 
\ the fulnefs of power, was driven from his capital 
into voluntary and perpetual exile, Conftans em-*" 
barked for Greece ; and , as if he meant to retort, 
the abhorrence which he deferved , he is faid , 
from the Imperial galley, to have fpit againft the 
walls of his native city. After paffing the winter 
at Athens, he failed toTarentum in Italy, vifited 
Rome , and concluded a long pilgrimage of difgrace 
and facrilegious rapine, by fixing his refidence at 
Syracufe. But if Conftans could fly from his people, 
he could not fly from himfelf. The rcmorfe of 
his confcience created a phantom who purfued him 
by land and fea, by day and by night; and the 
yifionary Theodofius , prefenting tg his lips a cup 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 323 

of blood, faid , or feemed to fay , "Drink, brother, chap. 
drink i" a fure emblem of the aggravation of his XLViii. 
guilt, fince he had received from the hands of 
the deacon the myftic cup of the blood of Chrift. 
Odious to himfelf and to mankind , Conftans 
perifhcdby domeflic, perhaps by epifcbpal, treafon, 
in the capital of Sicily. A feryant who waite^d ia 
the bath, after pouring warm water on his head, 
ftruck him violently with the vafe. He fell, 
ftunned by the blow and fuffocated by the water; 
and his attendants, who wondered at the tedious 
delay , beheld with indifference the corpfe of 
their lifelefs emperor. The troops of Sicily inverted 
with the purple an obfcure youth , whofeinimita-blc 
beauty eluded, and it might eafily elude, the 
declining art of the painters and fculptors of 
the ag^e. 

Conftans bad left in the Byzantine palace three Confta«- 
fons , the eldeft of whom had been clothed in his ^"* '^' 
infancy with the purple. Wh6n the father fum- a. d. 66r/ 
moned them to attend his perfon in Sicily, thefe s^p^'"^'**^^ 
precious hoftages were detained by the Greeks, 
and a firm refufal informed him that they were 
the children of the ftate. The news of his murder 
was conveyed with almoft fupernaturai fpee4 
from Syracufe to Conftantinoplc ; ^nd Conftani* 
tine , the eldeft of his fons , inherited his throne 
without being the heir of the public hatred. His 
fubjedls contributed, with zeal and alacrity, tQ 
chaftife the guilt and pirefumption of a province 
which had ufurped the rights of the fenatc anil 
people J the young emperor fefled from the HcU 
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CHAP, lefpont with a powerful fleet; and the legions of 
XLViii. Rome and Carthage were affembied under hia 
ftandard in the harbour of Syracufe. The defeat 
of the Sicilian tyrant was eafy, his punifhment 
juft, and his beauteous head was expofed in the 
hippodrome : but I cannot applaud the clemency 
of a prince, who, among a crowd of victims,' 
condemned the fon of a patrician , for deploring 
with fome bittci*nefs the execution of a virtuous 
father. The youth was caftrated : he furvivad 
the operation, and the memory of this indec«?rft 
cruelty is preferved by the elevation of Germanui 
to the rank of a patriarch and faint. ' After 
pouring this bloody libation on his father's tomb, 
Conftantine returned to his capital , and the 
growth o^ his young beard during the Sicilian, 
voyage, was announced by the familiar furname 
of P6gonatu$, to the Grecian world. Bivt his 
reign, like that of his predeceffor, was ftained 
with fraternar difcord. On his two brothers, 
Heraclius and Tiberius, he had beftowcd the title 
of Auguftus: an empty title^ for they continued 
to languilh without truft or power in the folitude. 
of the palace. At their fecret inftigatlon, the troops 
of the Anatolian theme or province approached 
the city on the Afiatic fide , demanded f6r the 
royal brothers, the partition or excrcife of fover- 
eignty; and fupported their feditious claim by a 
theological argument. They were Chriftians( they 
cfied ) , and orthodox Catholics ; the fincere vo- 
taries of the holy and undivided* Trinity. Since 
there are three equal perfons in heaven, it is 
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reafonable there fliould be three equal perfons c n a p. 
upon earth. The emperor invited thefe learned xLViir. 
divines to a friendly conference, in which they 
might propofe their argumefits to the fenate: they 
obeyed the fummons , but the profped: of their 
bodies hanging on the gibbet in thefuburbof Ga- 
lata , reconciled their companions to the unity 
of the reign of Conftantine. He pardoned his 
brothers, and their names were ftill pronounced 
in the public acclamations: but on the repetition 
or fufpicion of a fimilar offence , the obnoxious 
princes were deprived of their titles and nofes, 
in the prefence of the Catholic biihops who were 
affembled at Conftantinople in the fixth general 
fynod. In the clofe of his life , Pogonatus was 
anxious only to cftablifh the right of primogeni- 
ture : the hair of his two fons , Juftinian and 
Heraclius, was offered on the fhrinc of St. Peter, 
as a fymbol of their fpiritual adoption by the pope; 
but the elder was alone exalted. to the rank of 
Auguftus and the afTurahce of the empire. . 

After the deceafe of his father , the inheritance juftinian 11. 
of the Roman world devolved to Juftinian II. ; ^* ^- ^'^^' 

1 1 . r • - t 1 • September. 

and the name of a triumphant law-giver was 
dilhonoured by the vices of a boy, who imitated • 
his namefake only in the expenfive hixur}'- of 
building. His paflions were ftrong ; his under- 
(landing was feeble ; and he was intoxicated with 
a foolifh pride , that his birth had given him the 
command of millions , of whom the fmalleft com- 
munity would not have chofen him for their local 
jmagiftrate. His favourite minifters were two 

Y3 
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c H A i\ beings the lead fufceptible of human fyrnpathy, 
XLviii. an eunuch and a monk: to the one he abandoned 
the palace , to the other the finances ; the former 
corredcd the emperor's niother with a fcourge , 
the latter fufpended the infolvent tributaries, 
with their heads downwards, over a flow and 
fmoaky fire. Since the days of Commodus and 
Caracalla , the cruelty of the Roman princes had 
moft commonly been the effedl of their fear; but 
Juftinian , who pofleffed fome vigour of charadcr, 
enjoyed the fuffcrings, and. braved the revenge » 
of his fubjeds about ten years, till the meafure 
was full , of his crimes and of their patience. In a 
dark dungeon , Leontius , a general of reputation, 
bad groaned above three years, with fome of 
the nobleft and moft deferving of the patricians : 
he was fuddenly drawn forth to affume the go- 
vernment of Greece ; and this promotion of an 
injured man was a mark of the contempt rather 
■than of the confidence of his prince. As he was 
followed to the port by the kind offices of his 
friends , Leontius obferved with a figh that he 
>vas a viAim adorned for facrificc , and that ine- 
vitable death would piirfue his footfteps. They 
ventured to reply, that glory and empire might 
tc the recompenfe of a generous refolution ; that 
every order of men abhorred the reign of a mon- 
ftcr ; and that the hands of two hundred thoufand 
patriots expeded only the voice of a leader. The 
fiight was chofcn for their deliverance; and in the 
firft effort of the confpirators , the prsefed wa^ 
flain , and. the prifons were forced open : the 
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erpinarics of Leontius proclaimed in every ftreet , chap. 
" Chriftians, to St. Sophia; " and the feafon- xLvilt 
kble text of the patriarch, " this is the day of 
" the Lord! " was the prelude of an inflammatory 
(crmon. From the church the people adjourned 
to tbc hippodrome : Juftinian , in whofc caufc 
not a fword had been drawn , wks dragged 
before thefe tumultuary judges , and their clamours 
'demanded the inftant death of the tyrant. But 
JLepntius, who was already clothed with the 
purple , caft an eye of pity on the proftrate fon 
of his own benefador and of fo many emperors. 
The life of Juftinian was fparedj the amputation 
of his nofe , perhaps of his tongue , was imper- 
fedly performed : . the happy flexibility of the 
Greek language could impofe the name of Rhi- 
notmetus ; and the mutilated tyrant was banifhed 
to Cherfonae inCrim-Tartary, a lonely fettlement, 
where corn, wine, and oil, were imported as 
foreign luxuries. 

On the edge of the Scythian wildernefs , Jufti- nfg „ne, 
nian ftill cherifhed the pride of his birth and the ^ a. d.^ 
iope of his reftx)ration. After three years exile , 
he received the pleafuig intelligence that his injury , 
was avenged by a fccond revolution , and that 
Leontius in his turn had been dethroned and 
mutilated by the, rebel Apfimar , who affuroed the 
more refpeAable name of Tiberius. But the claim 
of lineal fucceflion was ftill formidable to a plebeian 
ufurper ; ^nd his jealoufy was ftimulated by the 
complaints and chatges of the Cherfonites, who 
.behelji the vices of the tyrapt in the fpirit of the 

' Y4 . 
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CHAP, exile. With a band of followers, attached to 
XiVm. his perfon by common .hope or common defpair , 
Juftinijn fled from the inhofpi table ftiore to the 
hord of the Chozars, -who pitched their tents 
between the Tanais and Be r^ fthenes. The khan 
entertained with pity and refped the royal f up- 
pliant: Phanagbria 5 once an opulent city, on 
the Afiatic fide of the lake Mceotis , ^vasaffigned 
for his rcfidence ; and every Roman prejudice 
-was ftified in his marriage with the fifter of the 
Barbarian , who feems , however , from the name 
of Theodora , to have received the facrament of 
baptifm. But the faithl^fs Ghozar was foon tempt- 
ed by the gold of Conftantinople; and had not 
the defign been revealed by the conjugal love 
of Theodora, her hulband muft have been affat 
finated , or betrayed into the power of his enemies-. 
After ftrangling , with his own hands , the two 
emiffaries of the khan , Juftiriian fent back his 
wif? to her brother, and embarked on the Euxin? 
in fearch of new and more faithful allies. His 
veffel was affaulted by a violent tempeft; and 
one of his pious companions advifedhimto dderve 
the mercy of God by a vow of general forgivenefs, 
if he Ihould be reftored to the throne. " Of forgive- 
nefs ? '' replied the intrepid tyrant : " may I perilh 
^' this inftant— may the Almighty whelm me in 
^^ the waves— if 1 confent to fparc a fingleheadof 
my enemies ! " He furvived this impious menace, 
failed into the mouth of the Danube, truftedhis 
perfon in the royal village of the Bulgarians, ah4 
purchafed the aid of Terbelis, a Pagan com 
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qucror, by the promite of bis daughter and a fair chap. 
partition of the treafures of the empire. The Bill- XLvm. 
gafrian kingdom extended to the confines of Thrace; 
and the two princes befieged Conftantinople at the 
head of fifteen thoufand horfe. Apfimar was; 
difmayed by the fudden and hoftile apparition of 
his rival, whofe head had been promifed by the 
Chozar, and of whofe evafiofc he was yet ignor, 
ant. Af^eran a^Tence of ten years , the crimes 
of Juftinian were faintly remembered , and the 
birth and misfprtunesof their hereditary fovcreiga 
excited the pity of the multitude , ever difcontent-. 
cd with the ruling powers ; and by the adive 
diligence of his adherents he was introduced into 
the city and palace of Conftantine. 

In rewarding his allies and recalling his wife , His reftora- 
Juftinian difplayed fome fenfe of honour and gra- ''°" *"* 
titude ; and Terbelis retired , after fweeping away j^' d, 
an heap of gold coin , which he meafured with 70s — 711. 
his Scythian whip. But never was vow more 
religioudy performed than the facred oath of re- 
venge which he had fworn amidft the ftorms of 
the Euxinc. The two ufurpers , for I mufl referve 
tjie name of tyrant for the conqueror , were drag- 
ged into the hippodrome , the one from his prifon, 
the other from his palace. Before their execution, 
Leontius and Apfimar werccaft proftratein chains 
beneath the throne of the emperor; and Juftinian, 
planting a foot on each of their necks, contemplat- 
ed above an hour the chariot-race, while the in- 
conftant people ftiouted , in the words of 
fhe Ffalmift , " Thou Ihalt trample on the afp 
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CHAP. ^ and bafiliCc, and on tbe lion and dragon fhalt 
XiViiL " thou fct thy foot! " The univerfal defection 
which he had once experienced might provoke 
him to repeat the wifli of Caligula , that the Roman 
people had but one head. Yet I (hall prcfume to 
obferve , that fucH a Avilb is unworthy of an inge- 
nious tyrant, fmce bis revenge and cruelty woidd 
have been extinguiflied by a fmgle blow , inftead 
of the flow variety of tortures which Juilinian 
inflicted on the victims of his anger. His pleafures 
were iiiexhauftible : neither private virtue nor 
public fcrvicc could expiate the guilt ofai^ive, 
or even paffive, obedience to an eftabliCied go- 
vernment; and during the fix years of his new 
reign, he confidered the axe, the cord, and the 
rack, as the only inftruraents of royalty. But his 
mofl implacable hatred was pointed againft tlie 
Cherfonites, who had infulted his exile and vio- 
lated the laws of hofpitality. Their remote fituation 
afforded fbme means of defence , or at leaft of 
efcape ; and a grievous tax \yas impofed on Con- 
ftantinople , to fupply the preparations of a fleet 
and army. " All are guilty , and all muft perilh»" 
Avas the mandate of Juftinian; and the bloody 
execution was entrufted to his favourite Stephen , 
who was recommended by the epithet of the 
fcivage. Yet even tbe favage Stephen imperfedly 
accompliflied the intentions of his fovereign. The 
flownefs of his attack allowed the greater part of 
the inhabitants to withdraw into the country; and 
the minifter of vengeance contented himfelf with 
reducing the youth of both fexes to a flate o£ 
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fervitude, with roafting alive fevcn of the princi- chap. 
pal citizens , with drowning twenty in the fea, xlyiil 
and with referving forty-two in chains to receive 
their doom from the mouth of the emperor, li^ 
their return, the fleet was driven on the rocky 
fhores of Anatolia; and Juftinian applauded the 
obedience of the Euxine, which had involved fo 
many thoufands of his fubjeds ancj enemies in a 
common fhipwreck : but the tyrant >yas ftill iiir 
latiate of blood; and a fecond expedition wag 
commanded to extirpate the remains of the pro* 
fcribed colony. In the Ihort interval , the Cherfonites 
had returned to their city, and were prepared to 
die in arms; the khan of theChozars had renounced 
the caufe of his odious brother ; the exiles of every 
province were atTembled in,Tauris; and Bardanes, 
under the name of Philippicus , was inverted with I 

the purple. The Imperial troops, unwilling and 
unable to perpetrate the revenge of Juftinian , ' 
, cfcaped his difpleafure by abjuring his allegiance : 
the fleet, under their new foyereign, fteered back 
a more aufpicious courfe to the harbours of Sinopc 
and Conftantinople ; and every tongue was prompt 
to pronounce , every hand to execute , the death 
of the tyrant. Deftitute of friends , he ^yas dcferted 
by his Barbarian guards ; and the ftroke of the 
aflaflin was praifed as an ad of patriotifra and 
Roman virtue. His fon Tiberius had takeq refuge 
in a church ; 'his aged grandmother guarcj^d the 
door; and the innocent youth, fufpending round 
his neck the raoft formidable relics , embraced 
with one hand the Altar,\vith the other the wood 
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CHAP, of tfee true crofs. But the popular fury that dares 
xlviii. to trample on fuperftition , is deaf to the cries of 
humanity ; and the race of Heraclius was extin- 
guilhed after a reign of one hundred years. 

Between the fall of the Heraclian and the rife 
of the Ifaurian dynafty , a (ho'rt interval of fix 
years is divided into three reigns. Bardanes , or 
Philippicus, was hailed at Conftantinople as an 
hero who had delivered his country from a tyrant; 
and he might tafte fome moments of happinefs in 
the firft tranfports of fincere and imiverfal joy. 
Juftinian had left behind him an ample treafure, 
the fruit of cruelty and rapine: but this ufeful 
fund was foon and idly diffipated by hisfucccffor. 
On the feftival of his birth-day, Philippicus en- 
tertained the multitude with the games of the 
hippodrome; from thence he paraded through 
the ftreets with a thoufand banners and a thoufand 
trumpets ; refrefhed himfelf in the baths of Zeu- 
xippus,and, returning to the palace , (entertained 
his nobles with a fumptuous banquet. At the 
meridian hour he withdrew to his chamber, in- 
toxicated with flattery and wine, and forgetful 
that his example had made every fubjedl ambitious 
and that every ambitious fubje<fl was his fecret 
enemy. Some bold confpirators introduced them- 
felves in the diforder of the feaft; and the flum^ 
bering monarch was furprifed , bound , blinded , 
,and depofed , before he was fenfible of his danger. 
Yet the traitors were deprived of their reward ; 
and the free voice of the fenate and people pro- 
inoted Artcmius fromi the office of fecretary to 
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tliat of emperor: he affumed the title of Anaftafius chap. 
the fecond, and difplayed in a ihortand troubled xlviii. 
reign the virtues both of peace and wan But , Anaftafius ti. 
after the extindlion of the Imperial line, the rule j^^^^* ^^^' 
of obedieik:e was violated, and every change 
diffufed the feeds of new revolutions. In a mutiny 
of the fleet , an obfcure and reludiant officer of 
the revenufe was forcibly invcfted with the purple: 
after fome months of a naval war , Anaftafius 
refigned the fceptre; and the conqueror, Theo-Thcodo- 
dofius the third, fubmitted in his turn to the fu-^"*^"^^^ 
perior afcendant of Leo ^ the general and emperor January, li 
of the Oriental troops. His two predecefTors were 
permitted to embrace the ecclefiaftical profeffion : 
the reftlefs impatience of Anaftafius tempted him 
to rifle and to lofe his life in a treafonable ehter- 
prife; but the laft days of Theodofius were ho- ' 
nourable and fecure. The fingle fublime word 
** HEALTH,'* which he infcribed on^his tomb, 
exprefles the confidence of philofophy or religion ; 
and the fame of his miracles was long preferved 
among the people of Ephefus. This convenient 
delter of the church might fometimcs impofe a » 

lefibn of clemency ; but it may be queftioned whe- 
ther it is for the public intereft to diminifh the 
perils of unfucccfsful ambition. 

. I have dwelt on the fall of a tyrant; I fiiall ieo m. the^ 
briefly reprefent the founder of a new dynafty ^J^*«f«n, 
who is known to pofterity by the invedives ofiyiarchM/ 
his enemies, and whofe public and private life is 
involved in the ecclefiaftical ftory of the Icono- 
«lafts. Yet in fpitc ofthe clamouxs of fuperftition^ 
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CHAP, a favourable prejudice for the character of Leo 
XLVlii. the Ifaurian, may be rcafonably drawn from the 
obfcurity of his birth , and the duration of his 
reign. — I. In an age of manly fpirit , the profpecl 
of an Imperial reward would have kindled every 
jcnergy of the mind , and produced a crowd of 
competitors as dcferving as they were defirous 
to reign. Even in the corruption and debility of 
the modern Greeks, the elevation of a plebeian 
from the laft to the firft rank of fociety , fuppofcs 
forae qualifications above the level of the multi- 
tude. He would probably be ignorant and difdainful 
of fpeculative fcience; and in thc'purfuit of for- 
tune , he might abfolve himfelf from tlie obligations 
of benevolence and juftice : but to his character 
we may afcribe the ufeful virtues of prudence and 
fortitude, the knowledge of mankind, and the 
"important art of gaining their confidence and 
directing their paflions. It is agreed that Leo was 
a native of Ifauria , and that Conon was his pri- 
mitive name. The writers, whofe awkward fatire 
is praifc , defcribe him as an itinerant pedlar who 
drove an afs with fome paltry merchandife to the 
country fairs ; and foolilhly relate that he met oa 
the road fome Jewilh fortune-tellers , who promif- 
cd him the Roman empire, on condition that hCr 
fhould abolifli the worfhip of idols. A more prob- 
able account relates the migration of his father 
from Afia Minor to Thrace , where he exercifed 
the lucrative trade of a grazier; and he mufthavc 
acquired confiderable wealth, fince the firft intro- 
Idudion of his fon \yras procured by a fupply of 
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five hundred flieep to the Imperial camp. His firft c H A P, 
fervicc was in the guards of Juftinian, \yhere he klviu. 
foon attracted the notice, and by degrees the 
jcaloufy, of the tyrant. His valour and dexterity- 
were confpicuous in the Colchiau war: from Anar 
ftafius he received the command of the Anatolian 
legions, and by the fuffrage of the foldiers he 
was raifed to the empire, with the general applaufc 
of the Roman world. — II. In this dangerous ele- 
vation,. Leo the third fapported himfelf againft 
the envy of his equals , the difcontent of a pow^- 
erful fadlion , and the aflaults of his foreign and 
domeftic enemies. The Catholics , who accufe his 
religious innovations, are obliged to confcfs that 
they were undertaken with temper and condudled 
with firmnefs. Their filence fefpeds the wifdom 
of hi? adminiftration and the purity of his man- 
ners. After a reign of twenty-four years , he peace* 
ably expired in the palace of Gonftantinople ; 
iind the purple which he had acquired , was tranf- 
mitted by the right of inheritance to the third 
generation. 

In a lonf reigq of thirty-four years, the fon Conftan* 
and fucceffor of Leo , Conftantine the fifth , fur- qq^J* 
named Copronymus, attacked with lefs temper- mus, 
ate zeal the images or idols of the church. Their ^' °- ^♦^^ 
votaries have exhaufted the bitternefs of religi- 
ous gall, in their portrait of this fpotted panther, 
this anti-chrift, this flying dragon of the fer- 
pents feed, who furpaffed the vices of Elagaba- 
lus and Nero. Hh reign was a long butchery of 
whatever was moft noble, or holy, or innocent, 
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CHAP, in his empire, tti perfoil , the emperor aflift- 
XLViii. ed at the execution of his vidims, turveyed their 
agonies, liftened to their groans, and indulged ^ 
without fatiating, his appetite for blood: a plate 
of nofes was accepted as a grateful offering, and 
his domeftics were often fcourgcd or mutilated 
hy the royal hand. His furname was derived from 
his pollution of his baptifmal font* Thfe Infant 
rpight be excufed ; but the manly pleafures of Co- 
pronymus degraded him below the level of a brute ; 
bis luft confounded the eternal diftindlions of fex 
andfpecies; and he feemedto extrddlfomeunnatUA 
ral delight from the objeds tnofl: ofTerifive tohumarl 
fenfe. In his religion, the. Icdn5claft Was ail 
Heretic, a Jew, a Mahometan, a P^gatl, and 
an Atheift; and his belief of ail invifible poWet 
could be difcovered only in his magici rites , 
human vidlims and nodufnal facrifices to VenuS 
and the demons of antiquity. His life w^s ftain^ 
ed with the nioft oppofite vides ^ and the ulcere 
which covered his body, anticipated before his 
death the feritinierit of hell-torturej5. Of thefe 
accufationsj which I have fo patiently copied, a 
part is refuted by its own abfurdity; and in the 
private anecdotes of the life of princes , the lie is 
more eafy as the detedtiori is more difficult* 
Without addptiiig the petnicious majcitn^ that 
where much is alleged, fdmethirig muft be true, 
1 can however difcern , that Conftantine the fifth 
Was diCfolute and crueL Calumny is riiore prone 
to exaggerate thati td invent; and her licenti- 
ous tongue i§ checked in fonie meafufe by the , 

- exjrerience 
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experience of the age and country to which Ihe chap. 
appeals. Of the biChops and monks, the gene- xLVilx. 
rals and magiftrates, who are faid to have 'fuf- 
fered under his reign , the nunmbers are recorded, 
the names were confpicuous, the execution was 
public, the mutiLition vifible and permanent. 
The Catholics hated the peffon and government 
of Copronymus ; but even their hatred is a proof / 

of their oppreffion. They diffemblc the provo- 
cations which might cxcufe or juftify his rigour, but 
even thefe provocations muft gradually inflame his 
refentment, and harden his temper in the ufe or 
the abufe of defpotifm. Yet the charadler of the 
fifth Conftantinc was not devoid of merit, nor did 
his government always deferve the c^rfes or the con«^' > 
tempt of the Greeks. From the confeflion of his ene* 
mies, 1 am informed of the reftoration of an an- 
cient aquedud, of the redemption of two thoufand 
five hundred captives, of the uncommon plenty 
of the times, and of the new colonies with 
which he repeopled Conftantinople and the 1 hra- 
cian cities. 1 hey reludlantly praife his adlivity 
and courage; he was on horfeback in the field 
at the head of his legions ; and , although the 
fortune of his arms was various, he triumphed 
hy fea and land, on the Eup^hrates and the 
Danube, in civil and Barbarian war. Heretical 
praife muft be caft into the fcale , to counterba^ 
lance the weight of Orthodox invedive. The 
Iconoclafts revered the virtues of the prince: 
forty years after his death, they ftill prayed be* 
fore the tomb of the faint, A xniraculous^ Vifioa 
V0L.VIIL Z 
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fe^H A p, was propagated by fanaticifm or fraud: aud tlie 
^ XLViiL Chriftian hero appeared on a milk-white, fteed^ 
brandiihing bis lance, agaiiift the pagans of Bul- 
garia; " An.abji^urd fable," fays the Catholic hiftc* 
rjan, " fince Copronymvis is chained with the 
daemons 10. the abyfs pf h<ell. " 
tco Jv. Leo the fourjth, the foa of the fifth; and th? 

A. D. 775 i father of the fixth Conftantine, was of a feeble 

Sept 14. . 

conftitution both of mind and body, and the 
principal cije of his reigq was the fettlement of 
the fiicceffion. The alFociation of the young 
Conftantin? was urged by the officious zeal o£ 
his fubjeds; and the emperor, confcious of his 
^ecay, copiplied^ after a prijdent hefitation , with 
their unanimous wiibcs. The royal infant , at 
the age- of five years , wa? crowned with hi^ 
jiiotheT Irene; and the paUonal confenfe was.rati-j 
fied by ^ytry circumftance of pomp and folemn- 
ity, that could da??lQ the eyes^ or bind :th^ 
Confcience, of the Ggeqks. An oafch of fidelity 
Wis adminiftercd in the palace. ^ the church., and 
the hippodrome, to the feveral orders of the 
ftate , who adinred ; the hoiy nam^s of the fon ^ 
and pvQther, pf God. "Bewitnefs^ OChrift! that 
*' we will w4tch over the fafety of Conftantine 
'^ th^ fc^n Ojf Leo , expofe pur lives in his fervice, 
/^ and bear true allegiance to bis perfoa andt 
?' pofterity.". They pledged theh- faith on the 
wood of the true crofs , and the ad of their en* 
gagetoent was depofited Pn the altar of St. So* 
^hia^ The firft to fsyeiar, and the firft to violate 
theif / Qath , , y^er^ei the J&,v^ . fons of Copronynaus 
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fcy a fecond marriage; and the ftdry of thcfe c H A^* 
princes is fingnlar |nd tragic. The right of pri- xiviii* 
mogenitute excluded them from thje throne; thfe 
injuftice of their eld^r brother defrauded them 
of a legacy of about two milJions fterling; fomd 
vain titles were not deemed a fufficient cdmpen*^ 
iation for wealth and power; and they repeatedly 
confpired againft their nephew , before and aftcf 
the death of his father. Theit- firft attempt was 
pardoned 5 for the fecond offence they were coii^ 
demned to the ecclefiaftical ftate : and for the 
third treafon, Nicephorus, the eldeft and mofi 
guilty, was deprived of his eyes^ and. his fouf 
brothers, Chriftopher, Nicetas^ AnthemfcuSj and 
Fudoxas, ,were punilhed, as a milder feiitence, by 
the amputation of their tongues. After five 
years confinement, they efcaped to the fchurch 
of St. Sophia, and difplayed a pathetic fpedacle 
to th€ people. "Countrymen and Chriftians/' 
cried Nicephorus for himfclf and his mute breth- 
fen^ ** behold the fons of your emperor, if you 
** can ftill recognife our features in this miferable 
*' ftate. A life , an imperfedl life , is all that the 
" malice of our enemies has fpared. It is now 
« threatened, and we now throw ourfelves on 
" your compaflion." The rifnig murmur might 
have produced a revolution, had it not been 
checked by the prefence of vl minift«r^ wha 
foothed the unhappy princes with flattery and 
hope, and gently drew them from the fancluary 
to the palace. They were fpeedily embarked 
for Greece, and Athens was allotted for the 
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« H A. P. place of their exile. In this calm retreat ^ and in 
XJLVtu. their helplefs condition, Ijjicephorus and his 
brothers were tormented by the thirft of power, 
and tempted by a Sclavonian chief, who offered 
to break their ffrifon, and to lead them in arras, 
^ and in the purple , to the gates of Conftanti- 
nople. But the Athenian people, ever zealous 
in the caufe of Irene, prevented her juftice or 
cruelty; and the five fons of Copronymus were 
plunged in eternal darknefs and oblivion. 

For himfelf , that emperor had chofen a Bar- 
barian wife, the daughter of the khan of the 
Chozars: bufr in the marriage of his heir, he 
S«ptember 8> preferred an Athenian virgin , an orphan , feven* 
teen year^ old^ whofe fole fortune muft have 
confirted in her perfonal accomplifliments. The 
nuptials of Leo and Irene were celebrated with 
royal pomp ; fhe foon acquired the love and 
confidence of a feeble hufband , and in his 
teftament he declared the emprefs , guardian, of 
the Roman world, and of their fon Conftantine 
the fixth , "ivho was no more than ten years of 
age. During his childhood, Irene mofl: ably and 
affiduoufly discharged, in her public adminiftra* 
tion, the duties of a faithfuJ mother; and her 
zeal in the rcftoration of images has deferved the 
name and honours of a faint , which (he ftill 
occupies in the Greek calendar. But the emperor 
attained the maturity of youth ; the taaternal 
yoke became more grievous ; and he liftened 
to the favourites of his own age, who Ihared 
hi& pleafures , and were ambitioui of iharin^ his 
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power. Their reafons convinced him of his right, c H ap,* 
their praifes of his ability, to reign; and he xiVIll. 
confented to reward the fervices of Irene by a 
perpetual banifl)ment to the ifle of Sicily. But 
her vigilance and penetration eafily difconcerted 
their rafh projedls ; a fimilar , or more fevere^ 
punifhment -s^as retaliated on themfelves and 
their advifers ; and Irene inflided on the ungrate- 
ful prince the chaftifement of a boy. After this 
conteft, the mother and the fon were at the head 
of Jtwo domeftic fadions ; and, inftead of mild 
influence and voluntary obedience , fhe held iri 
chains a captive and an enemy. The cmpreft 
was overthrown by the abufe of vidlory ; the 
oath of fidelity which fhe cxadled to herfelf 
alone, was pronounced with reludlant murmurs; 
and the bold refufal of the Armenian guards 
encouraged a free and general declaration , that 
Conftantine the fixth was the lawful emperor of 
the Romans. In this character he afcended his 
hereditary thronef , and difmiffed Irene to a life? 
of folitude and repofc. But her haughty fpirit 
condefcended to the arts of difljmulation : fhe 
flattered the bilho^s and eunuchs, revived the 
filial tendernefs of the prince, regained his confix 
dence, and betrayed bis credulity. The charadler 
of Conftantine. was not deftitute of fenfe or 
fpirit ; but his education had been fiudidufly 
negleded; and his ambitious mother expofed to 
the public cenfurc the vices which fhe had 
nourifhed and the adlions which fhe had fccretly. 
advifed: his divorce and fccond marriage offended 

Z3 
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CHA,P. the prejudices of the clergy, and by his im^ 
%LVUL prudent rjgour he forfeited the attachment of th« 
Armenian guards. A powerful confpiracy was 
formed for the refloration of Irene ; and the 
fecret though widely difFufed, was faithfully kepi 
above eight months, till the emperor, fufpiciou^ 
of his danger, efcaped from Conftantinople, 
with the defign of appealing to the provinces 
and armies. By this hafty flight, the emprefs 
was left on the brink of the precipice; yet before 
ilic implored the mercy of her fon , Irene 
addreffed a private epiftle to the friends whom 
fte had placed about hi^ perfon , with a menace, 
that unlefs they accomplifhed, she would reveal, 
their ireafon. Their fear rendered theoi intrepid \ 
they feized the emperor on the Afiatic fbore,, 
Md he was tranfported to the porphyry apart* 
ment of the palace, wh^re be had firft feen the 
Jight, In the mipd of Irene, ambition had ftifled 
every [fentiment of hunc^anity and nature; aa4 
it was decreed in her bloody council , that 
Conftantijae fliould b^ rendered incapable of the 
throne, : her cmiflaries affaultcd the fleeping 
prince , and ftabbed their daggers with fuch 
violence and precipitation into his eyes , as if 
they me^ut to execute a mortal fentence. Aa 
ambiguous paffage of Theophanes, perfuaded the 
annalift of the church that death ,was the imme^ 
cjiate confequence of, thi^ barbarous execution. 
The Csktholics have been deceived oj fubdued 
by the autihority of Baronius ; aqd proteftant 
V a^al has re-echoed the words of a cardinal, 
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defirous, as it fliould Xeciw, to favcmrthc patron- en in 
cfs of images. Yet -the blind fan of Irene xivnu 
furvived many years , opprcfled by th^ court 
and forgotten by the world ^ the Ifaiirian dynafty 
was filently extinguifiied ; and the menaory of 
Conftantine was recalled only by the nuptials of 
bis daughter Euphrofync with the eniperor 
JMichael the fecond. 

The nxoft bigoted orthodoxy has ; juftly Irene, 
execrated the unnatural toother, who may not ^* ^'j^'^'J'''' 
cafily be paralleled in the hiftory of crimes. To 
her bloody deed , fuperftition has attributed a 
fubfequent darknefs of feventeen days; yuring 
which many veffels in mid-day were driven 
from their courfe, as if the fun , a globe. of fire 
fo vaft and fo remote, could fympatbife with 
the a^oms bf a revolving planet. On earthy tbfc 
crime of Iren© was left 'five years uhpuniflied;, 
her reign ^as crowned with external fplen«> 
dour; and if fhc could filence tfec yoiee of 
confcience, Ihe neither heard nor regardicd the 
reproaches of mankind. The Roman » world 
bowed to the government of .a female ; and as 
Ihe moved through the ffarects of Conftantin6ple^ 
the reins of four milk-white fteieds were held by 
as many patricians, who marched on foot before 
the golden chariot of thehr queen. But tbcfo 
patricians were for the moft part eunuchs j and 
their black ingratitude. juftificd , on this occafion^ ^ 
the popular hatred and contempc. Raifcd , eo* 
riched, cntrufted with the firft dignilicji of the 
empire, they bafely confpired againft theitbcAQ^ 

Z4 
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tVictphorus I. 
A. D. 8ot, 
OQobet 31. 



Stauraclus , 
A. D. 8X1, 
Jnly 2f . 



fadrefs : the great treafurer Nicephorus war 
fecrctly invefted with the purple; her fucccfibr 
was introduced into the palace, and crowned 
at St. Sophia by the venal patriarch. In their 
firft interview , fhe recapitulated with dignity 
the revolutions of her life, gently accufed the 
perfidy of Nicephorus , infinuated that he owed 
his life to her unfufpicious clemency, and, for 
the throne and treafures which flie refigned, 
folicited a decent and honourable retreat. His 
avarice refufed this modeft compensation; and, 
in her exile of the ifle of Lelbos, the emprefs 
earned a fcanty fubfiftence by the labours of her 
diftaff. 

Many tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more 
criminal than Nicephorus , but none perhaps 
have more deeply incurred, the univerfal abhor- 
rence of their people. His charader was ilained 
with the three odious vices of hypotfrify , ingra- 
titude, and avarice: his want of virtue was not 
redeemed by any fuperior talents, nor his want 
of talents by any pleafmg qualifications. UnQcilful 
and unfortunate in war, Nicephorus was van- 
quiflied by the Saracens , and flain by the 
Bulgarians ; and the advantage of his death 
overbalanced, in the public opinion, the deftruc- 
tion of a Roman army. His fbn and heir Staura^ 
cius efcaped from the field with a mortal wound: 
yet fix months of an expiring life were fufficient 
to refute his indecent , though popular declara- 
tion , that he would in all things avoid the 
t3£ampte of his father. On the jnear profped ^ of 
his deceafe, Michael, the great mafter of the 
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palace, and the hufband of his fiftcr Pro- ch a f. 
copia , was named by; every perfon of the xtvili.. 
palace and city, except by his envious brother. 
Tenacious of a fceptre now falling from his 
band, he confpired againft the life of his fuc- 
ceffor, and cberiflied the idea of changing to a 
democracy the Roman empire. But thefe rafli 
projeds fervcd only to inflame the zeal of the 
people and to remove the fcruples of the candi- Michaeit 
date : Michael the firft accepted the purple , and Rhanpabe, 
before he funk into the grave, the fon of Nice-Q'^^|^„'J/ 
phorus implored the clemency of his new fover- 
eign. Had Michael in an age of peace afcendcd 
an hereditary throne , he 'might have reigned » 
and. died the father of his people: but his mild 
virtues were adapted to the Ihade of private 
life, nor was he capable of controlling the 
ambition of his equals , or of refifting the arms 
of the viftorious Bulgarians. While his want of 
ability and fuccefs ex'pofed him to the contempt 
of the foldiers, the mafculine fpirit of his wife 
Procopia awakened their indignation. Even the 
Greeks of the ninth century were provoked by 
the infAlence of a female , who , in the front of 
the ftandards, prefumed to dired their, difcipline 
and animate their valour; and their hcentious 
clamours advijfed the new Scmiramis to reverence 
the majefty of a Roman camp. After an unfuc- 
cefsful campaign , the emperor left in their 
winter -quarters of Thrace, a difaffeded army 
under the command of his enemies; and their 
artful eloquence perfuaded the foldiers to break 
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xLvni. 



Leo V. the 
Armenian, 
A. D. 813, 
July II. 



the dominion of the eunuchs , to degrade the 
hufband of Procopia , and to affcrt the right of 
a military eledlion. They marched towards the 
capital: yet the clergy, the fenate, and the people 
of Conftantinople , adhered to the caufe of 
Michael; and the troops and treafures of Afia 
might have protraded the mifchiefs of civil war. 
But his humanity ( by the ambitious , it will be 
termed his weaknefs ) proteftcd , that not a 
drop of Chriftian blood ihoujd be fhcd in his 
quarrel, and his meffcngers prefented the con- 
querors with the keys of the city and the 
palace. They were difarmed by his innocence 
and fubmiffion; his life and his eyes were fpared; 
and the Imperial monk enjoyed the con^forts of 
lolitude and religion above thirty-two years after 
he had been ftripped of the purple and feparated ' 
from his wife. 

A' rebel, in the time of Nicephorus, the famous 
and unfortunate Bardanes, had once thecuriofity 
to confult an Afiatic prophet, who, after prog^ 
nofticating his fall , announced the fortunes of 
his three principal officers, Leo the Armenian, 
Michael the Phrygian, and Thomas the Cappar 
docian, the fucceflive reigns of the two former, 
the fruitlefs and fatal enterprife of the third. This 
predidion was verified , or rather was produced , 
by the event. Ten j^ars afterwards, wheu the 
Thracian camp rejected the hulband of Procopia^ 
the prown was prefented to the fame Leo, the 
firft in military rank and the fecret author of the 
mutiny. As he afifcdled to hefitate, ^' With this 
" fword," fiiid his companion Michael, " I will 
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^ open the gates of Cojaftantinpple to your Imt c h a p. 
^« perial fway; or inft^ntly plunge it. into you« XLViii. 
^'. bofom, if you obftinately refift the juft dctires 
^^ of your fellow - foldiers/' The compUajnce of 
the Armenian was rewarded with the ernpire^ 
and he reigned feven years and an half iipder the 
n^me of Leo the fifth, Educated in a camp, and 
ignorant both of laws ajid letters, he introduced 
into his civil government the. rigour and even 
cr^ielty of military difcipline ; but if bis feverity 
was fome times dangerous to the innocent, it was 
, always formidable to the guilty. His religious 
inconftancy Vfd^ tax^d by the epithet of Chame'. 
leon, but the Catholics have acknowledged by 
the voiote of a faint and confeflbr, that the life 
of the IcQi>o€laft was ufeful to the republic. The 
zeal of his companion Michael . was, repaid with 
riches, honours, and military command; and his 
feibordinate talents were beneficially enjployed i» 
the public fervice. Yet the Phrygian was dif* 
iatisfied at receiving as a favour a fcanty portioa 
of the Ipiperial prize whiqh he had beftowed on 
his equal > and his difcontent , \vhich fometimcs 
evaporated in hafty difcourfe, at length affumeci 
a more threatening and hoftile alped againft a 
prince whom he reprefented as a cruel tyrants 
That tyrant , however , repeatedly detedted^ 
warned, and difmiffedthe old companion of his 
^rms, till fear and refcntment prevailed over gra* 
^itudei and Michael, after a fcrutiny in«!b his 
jfcclions and defigns, was convidcd of treafoUji; 
aiJi4 fcntefic^d tg be 1?«rnt. gUv^ 'v^ the farnac^ ol 
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• HAP. the private baths. The devout humanity of the 
XI VIII. emprefe Theophano was fatal to her hufband and 
family. A folemn day, the twenty -fifth of De- 
cember, had been fixed for the execution: fhc 
urged, that the anniverfary of the Saviour's birth 
\irould be profaned by this inhuman fpedacle, 
and Leo confented with reludlance to a decent 
refpitcBut on the vigil of the feaft, his fleeplefs 
anxiety prompted him to vifit at the dead of 
night the chamber in which his enemy was con- 
fined : he beheld him releafed from his chain , 
and ftretched on his gaoler's bed in a profound 
ilumber : Leo was alarmed at theii figns of fecuri- 
ty and intelligence; but, though he retired with 
filent fteps, his entrance and departure were no- 
ticed by a flave who lay concealed in a corner 
6f the prifoh. Under the pretence of requefting 
the fpiritual aid of a confeffor , Michael informed 
the confpirators, that their lives depended on his 
difcretion, and that a few hours were left to af- 
fure their own fafety , by the deliverance of 
their friend ancf country. On the great feftivals, 
a chofen band of priefts and chanters was ad- 
mittisd into the palace by a private gate to fing 
matins in the chapel; and Leo, who regulated 
with the fame ftridlnefs the difcipline of the choir 
and of the camp, \vas feldom abfent from thefe 
early devotions. In the ecclefiaftical habit, but 
with fwords under their robes, the confpirators 
minglkd with the proceffion, lurked in the angles of 
the chapel , and expedled , as the fignal of murder, 
the intonation of the firft pfalm by the emperor 
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liimfelf. Thejmperfed lights and the> uniformity chap. 
of drefs, might have favoured his efcape, while xLVin. 
their affault v^sls pointed againft an harmlefs 
prieft; but they foon difcovcred their miftake, 
and enCompaffed on all fides the royal vidim. 
Without a weapon and without a friend, he 
^rafped a weighty crofs , and Itood at bay againft 
the hunters of his life; but as he alked for mercy^ 
" This is the hour , not of mercy, but of vengc- 
" ance," was the inexorable reply. The ftroke 
of a well -aimed fword feparated from his body 
the right arm and the crofs, and Leo the Arme- 
nian was ftain at the foot of the altar. 

A memorable reverfe of fortune was difplayed MichaM it 
in Michael the fecond, who, from a defed in ^^'^ ^^^'"v 
][)is fpeech , was fiimamed the Stammerer. Hca, d. 'sao. 
'was fnatched from the fiery furnace to the fover^^^^- *^- 
eignty of an empire;- and as in the tumult a 
fmith could not readily be found , the fetters 
remained on his legs feveral hours after he was. 
feated on the throne of the Caefars. The royal 
blood which had been the price of his elevation, 
was unprofitably fpent: in the purple he retained 
the ignoble vices of his origin; and Michael loft- 
fa is provinces with as fupine indiflference as if 
they had been the inheritance of his fathers. His 
title was difputed by Thomas, the laft of the mi- 
litary triumvirate, who tranfported into Europe 
fourfcore thoufand Barbarians from the banks o£ 
the Tigris and the fhores of the Cafpianir He. 
formed the fiege of . Conftantinople ; but the ca* ^ 
pital was defended with fpiritual and^ carnal 
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CHAP, ivcapons; a Bulgarian king affaulted the camp of 
XLViii, the Orientals, and Thomas had the misfortune, 
or the wcaknefs, to fall alive into the power of* 
the conqueror. The hands and feet of the rebel 
were amputated; he was placed on an afs, and, 
amidft the infults of the people, was led through 
the ftreets, which he fprinkled with his blood. 
.The depravation of manners, as lavage as they 
were corrupt, is marked by the prelence of the 
emperor himfelf. Deaf to the lamentations of a 
fellow- foldief , he inceflantly preffed the difco-» 
very of more accomplices , till his curiofity was 
checked by the queftion of ah honcft or guilty 
minifter: ^ Would you give credit to an enemy, 
^' againft the moft faithful of your friends ? '" 
After the death of his firft wife,, the emperor, 
at the requeft of the fenate, dreW from her mo-' 
, naftery. Euphrofyne , the daughter of Conftantine 
the fixthi Hdr auguft birth might juftify a ftipu- 
lation in the marriage-contradl , that hei* children 
fliould equally fliare the empire with their elder 
brother. But the nuptials of Michael and Euphro- 
fyne were barren; and (he was content with the 
title of mother of Theophilus, his fon and fuc- 
Gcffpn 
Thaophiiiis^ The charadler of Theophilus iss a tare example 
oaobtv'^l in which religious zeal has a}]o\ved, and perhaps 
magnified, the virtues of an heretic and a perfe- 
cutor. His valour was often felt by the enemies, 
and his juftice by the fubjedls , of the monarchy ; but 
» the valour of Theophilus was rafh and friiitlefs, 
and his juftice arbitrary and cruel. He difplayed the 
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banner of the crofg againft the Saracens; but his c h a ?• 
five expeditions were concluded by a fignal over- xLviii. 
throw; Amorium , the native'city of hi$ anceftors, 
\vas levelled with the ground , and from his military 
toils, he derived only the furname of the Unfor- 
tunate. The -wifdom of a fovereign.is comprifed 
in the iiiftitution of laws and the choice of magit 
trates , and while he feems without adion > his 
civil government revolves round his centre with 
the filence and order of the planetary fyftem. But 
the juftice of Theophilus was faftiioned on the 
itiodel of the Oriental defpots , who , in perfonal^ 
and irregular a(Jls of authority, confult the reafoa 
or paffion of the rnoment , without meafuring 
the fentence by the law or the penalty by the 
offence. A poor wonpian . threw herfelf at thej 
emperor's feet to complain of a powerful neighbour, 
the brother of the emprefs, who had raifed hi^ 
palace wall to fuch an inconvenient height, that 
her humble dwelling was excluded from light and 
air. On the proof of the fad, inftead of grant- 
ing^ like. an ordinary judge, fufficient or anfiplc 
damages to the plaintiff, the fovereign adjudged 
to her ufe and benefit the palace and the ground. 
Nor was Theophilus content with this extravagant 
fatisfadion^ his zeal converted a civil trefpafs into 
a criminal ad ; and the unfortunate patrician was ' 

ftrippcd and fcourged in the public place of 
Conftantinople. For fome venial offences, fome 
defcd of equity or vigilance , the principal mi- 
nifters , a praefed , a quaeftor , a captain of the 
guards , vrere baniihed or mutilated , or fcalded 
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o H A p, with boiling^ pitch , or burnt alive in the hippo* 

XLViii. drome; and as thefe dreadful examples might be 

the efFeds of error or caprice, they muft have 

alienated from his fervice the beft and W/ifeft of 

the citizens. But the pride of the monarch was 

flattered in the exercife of power', or , as he 

thought , of virtue ; and the people fafe in their 

obfcurity, applauded the danger and debafement 

of their fuperiors. This extraordinary rigour was 

juftified , in fome meafure , by its falutary con- 

fequences; fmce , after a fcrutiny of feventecn 

days, not a complaint or abufe could be found 

in the court or city : and it might be alleged that 

the Greeks could be ruled only with a rod of iron,* 

and that the public intereft is the motive and law 

of the fuprefne judge. Yet in the crime , or the* 

fufpicion , of treafon , that judge is of all others 

the moft credulous and partial. Theophilus ihight 

inflid a tardy vengeance on the aflaffins of Leo 

and the faviours of his father ; but he enjoyed 

the fruits of their crime; and his jealous tyranny 

facrificed a brother and a prince to the future 

fafcty of his life. A Perfian oJF the race of the 

Saffanides died in poverty and exile at Conftan- 

tinople, leaving an only fon , the iffue of a 

plebeian marriage. At the age of twelve years, 

the royal birth of Theophobus w:as revealed, and 

his merit Was not unworthy of his birth. He was 

educated in the Byzantine palace, a Chriftian 

and a foldier; advanced with rapid fteps in 

the career of fortune and glory ; received 

the hand of the emperor's fitter ; and was 

promoted 
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promoted to the command of thirty thoufand chap* 
Perfians, who, like his father , had fled from the xlviil 
Mahometan conquerors. Thefe troops , doubly 
infeded with mercenary and fanatic vices,, were 
defirous of revolting againft their benefador, and 
ereding the ftandard of their native king : but , 
the loyal Theophobus rejeded their offers , difcon* 
certed their fchemes, and efcaped from their 
hands to the camp or palace of his royal brother* 
A generous confidence might have fecured a 
faithful and able guardian for his wife and his 
infant fon, to whom Theophilus, in the flowet 
of his age, was compelled to leave the inheritance ' 

of the empire. But bis jealoufy was exafperated 
by envy and difeafe : he feared the dangerous 
virtues which might either fupport or opprefs their 
infancy and weaknefs; and the dying emperor 
demanded the h6ad of the Perfian prince. With 
favage delight, he recognifed the familiar features 
of his brother : " Thou art no longer Theophobus , " 
he fa/d ; and , fmking on his couch , he added ^ 
with a faultering voice , " Soon , too foon , I ihall 
*« be no more Theophilus ! ^' 

The Ruffians , who have borrowed from the 
Greeks the greateft part of their civil and ecck- 
fiaftical policy , p refer ved , till the laft century, 
a fingular inftitution in the marriage of the Czar. ^ 
They colleded, not the virgins of every rank 
and of every province , a vain and romantic idea, 
but the daughters of the principal nobles , wha 
a\yaited in the palace the choice of their foverr 
eign. It is affirmed, that a fimilar method \yas 
Vol.. VIII. A a 
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CHAP, adopted in the nuptials of Theophilus. With a 
XLViii. golden apple in his hand, he flowly walked be- 
twecn two lines of contending beauties r his eye 
was detained by the charms of Icafia, and, in 
the awkwardnefs of a firfl declaration, the prince 
could onlyobferve, that, in this world, women 
had been the caufe of much evil: "And furely, 
" fir, '*^ Ihe pertly replied, " they have likewife 
^ been the occafion of much good. " This affedl* 
ation of unfeafonable wit difpleafed the Imperial 
lover: he turned afide in difguft; Icafia concealed 
her mortification in a convent; and the modeft 
filence of Theodora was rewarded with the.g6lden 
apple. She deferved the love, but did not efcape 
the feverity , of her lord* From the palace garden 
hs beheld a veffel deeply laden , and fleering into 
the port: on the difcovery that the precious cargo of 
Syrian luxury was the property of his wife, he 
condemned the ihip to the flames, with a fliarp 
reproach, that her avarice had degraded the 
- charafter of an emprefs into that of a merchant* 
MichaeViir. Yet his laft choice entrufted her with the guar- 
A. D. 842, dianfliip of the empire and her fon Michael, who 

January 20, , * i • i r r i r i • ' 

was leit an orphan in the ntth year of bis age. 
The reftoration of images , and the final extirpation 
of the Iconoclafts, has endeared her name to the 
devotion of the Greeks ; but in the fervour of 
religious zeal, Theodora entertained a grateful 
regard for the memory and falvation of her hulband. 
After thirteen years of a prudent and frugal ad- 
miniftration, flie perceived the decline of her 
influence ; but the fecond Irene imitated only the 
virtues of her predecefTor. Inftead of confpiring 
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againft the life or gdvemment of her fon , fhe c h a p« 
retired, without a ftruggle though not without XLVill* 
a murmur, to the folitude of private life, deploring 
the ingratitude, the v^ices, and the inevitable ruin, 
of the worthlefs youth. 

Among the fuGceffors of Nero and Elagabalus , 
we have not hitherto found in the imitation of their 
vices, the charadter of a Roman prince who con- \ 

fidered pleafure as the objed of life, and virtue 
as the enemy of pleafure. Whatever might have 
been the maternal care of Theodora in the educa- 
tion of Michael the third » Irer unfortunate fon 
was a king before he was a man. If the ambitious 
mother laboured to check the progrefs of reafon, 
Ihe could not cool the ebullition of pafTionj and 
her felfilh policy was'juftly repaid by the con- 
tempt arid ingratitude of the headftrong youth. 
At the age of eighteen, herejeded her authority, 
without feeling his own incapacity to govern the 
empire and himTelf. With I'heodora , all gravity 
and wifdom retired from the court; their place 
was fupplied 'by the alternate dominion of vice 
and folly; and it was impoffible, without for- 
feiting the public efteem , to acquire or preferve 
the favour of the emperor. The millions of gol4 
and filver which had been accumulated for the 
fcrvice of the ftate, were laviflhed on the vileft 
of men , who flattered his paffions and fliared his 
pleafures ; and in a reign of thirteen years , the 
richeft of fovereigns was compelled to flrip the 
palace and the churches of their precious furniture^ 
Like Ncrg , he delighted in the amufements of 

A a" 25 



356 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the theatre , and fighed to be furpafled in the ac- 
ZCVIII. compliflimcnts in which he ihould have blufbed 
to excel. Yet the ftudies of Nero in mufic and 
poetry , betrayed fome fymptoms of a liberal ufte ; 
the more ignoble arts of the fon of Theophilus were 
confined to the chariot-race of the l^ppodrome. 
The four fadions which had agitated the peace, 
ftill amufed the idlenefs, of the capital : for him- 
felf, the emperor affumed the blue livery; the 
three rival colours were diftributed to his favour- 
ites , and in the vile though eager contention he 
forgot the dignity of his perfon and the fafety of 
his dominions. He filenced the raeflenger of aa 
invafion , who prefumed to divert his attention 
in the moft critical moment of the race ; and by 
his command, the importunate beacons were ex* 
tinguiflied , that too frequently fpread the alarm 
from Tarfus to Conftantinople. The moft fkilful 
charioteers obtained the firft place in his confid- 
ence and efteem ; their merit was profufely re- 
warded ; the emperor feafted in their houf^s , and 
prefented their children at the baptifmal font; and 
while he applauded his own popularity , he affected 
to blame the cold and ftatcly referve of his pre- 
•' decelfors. The unnatural lufts which had de- 

graded even the manhood of Nero , were bimifhed 
from the world ; yet the ftrength of Michael was 
confumed by the indulgence of love and intem- 
\ perance. In his midnight revels, when his pat 

fions were inflamed by wine , he was provoked 
to iflue the moft fanguinary commands ; and if 
any feelings of humanity ware lef^, he was 
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reduced, with the return of fenfc , to approve the chap. 
falutary difobedieqce of his fervants. But the XLVIII. 
moft extraordinary feature in the charaifter of 
Michael , is the profane mockery of the r^'ligion 
of his country. The fuperftition of the Greeks 
might indeed excite the fmile of a philofopher: 
but his fmilc would h^ve been rational and tem- 
perate, and he muft haVe condemned the ignorant 
folly of a youth who infulted the objek^ pf public 
veneration. A buffoon of the court was ^irivefted 
in the robes of the patriarch : bis^ iwplve me- 
tropolitans, among whom the emjfiejcor was rank- 
ed , affumed thtir ecclefiaftical gatm^irts i they 
ufed or abufed the facred veffels of thd altar; and 
in their bacchauAliah fcafts, the holy communion 
was adminiftered in a . naufeous compound of 
vinegar and muftardr Nor w.«rc the^fe impious 
fpedacles concealed from the eyes of tlxe city. On 
the day of a foieuin feftlval , tlic. erppicrdr, with 
his bifhops or buffoooii, rode on aflfes through the 
ftreets , encountered the true patriardi at the head 
of his clergy; ^nd.fcy their licentious fliouts and 
obfcene geftures, dtfofdeired the gravity of the 
Chriftian proceflion. The devotion of- Michael 
appeared only in feme offence to reafon or piety: 
he received his theatrical crowns frodi the ftatue 
of the Virgin ; and an imperial tomb was violated 
for the fake of burning the bones of Conft^ntine 
the Iconoclaft. By this extrayagant conduct, the 
fon of Theophilus became as contemptible as he 
wavS odious: every citizen was impatient for the 
deliverance of his country; and even the favourites 

A a ^ 
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of the moment were apprehenfivc that a caprice 
might fnatch away what a caprice had be- 
ftowcd. In the thirtieth year of his age, and in 
the hour of intoxication and fleep , Michael the 
third was murdered in his chamber by the^ founder 
of a new dynafty, whom the emperor had raifed 
to an equality of rank and power. 

The gcrteaiogy of Bafil the Macedonian (if it 
be not thne fpurious offspring of pride and flattery) 
exhibits a genuine pidure'of the revolution of the 
moftjlluftriott^ families. The Arfacides , the rivals 
of Rome, poffeffed. the fceptre of the Eaft near 
four hundred years : a younger branch of thefe 
Parthian fcibgs continued to reign in Armenia; 
and their royal defcenddnts furvived the partition 
and fervitude of that ancient monarchy. Two 
of thefe, Artabanus anAChlienes, efcaped or re- 
tired to the court of Lecj'thc firft: his bounty 
feated thehf in a fafe and- bofpi table exile, in the 
province of Macedonia ? Adrianople was fh^lr final 
fettlement. During feveral generations they main- 
tained the dignity of their birth; and their Ro- 
man patriatif^ rejedled 'the tempting offers of the 
Perfian' and Arabian powers , whoH'ecalled them 
to their native country. But their fplendour was . 
infenfibly ciouded by time and poverty ; and the 
father of Bafil was reduced to a fmall farm , which 
he cultivated with his own hands: yet he fcbrned 
to difgrace the blood of the Arfacides by a plebeian 
alliance; his wife, ^ widow of Adrianople , was 
pleafed to count among her anceftors , the great 
Conftantine ; and their royaJ infant v^as connoted 
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by fame dark affinity of lineage or country with c h a ri 
the Macedonian Alexander. No fooner was he xlyiii. 
born., than the cradle of Bafil , his family , and 
his city, w^re fwept away by an inundation of 
the Bulgarians ; he was educated a flave in a 
foreign land ; and in this fevere difcipline , he ac- 
quired the hardinefs of body and flexibility of mind 
which promoted his future elevation. In the age 
of youth or manhood he fhared the deliverance 
of the Roman captives, who generoufly broke 
their fetters, marched through Bulgaria to the- 
Ihores of the Euxine , defeated two armies of Bar- 
barians, embarked in the fhips which had been 
ftationed for their reception , and returned to Con- 
ftantinople , from whence they were diftributed 
to their refpedive homes. But the freedom of 
Bafil was naked and deftitute : his farm was 
ruined by the calamities of war: after his fathers 
death, his manual labour, or fervice, could no 
longer fupport a family of orphans ; and he re* 
folved to feek a more confpicuous theatre, in 
which every virtue and every vice may lead to 
the paths of grcatnefs. The lirft night of his 
arrival at Conftantinople , without friends or 
money, the weary pilgrim flept on the fteps of 
the church of St. Diomede: he was fed by the 
cafual hofpitality of a monk ; and was introduced 
to the fervice of a coufin and namefake of the 
emperor Theophilus ; who , though himfelf of a 
dinamutive perfon , was always followed by a 
train of tall and handfome domeftics. Bafil attend- 
ed his patron to the government of Peloponnefus^j 
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CHAP, cclipfcd , by his perfonal merit , the birth and 
XLViii. digiwty of Theophilus , and formed an ufeful 
connedion with a wealthy and charitable matron 
of Patras. Her fpiritual or carnal love embraced 
the young adventurer, whom flie adopted as her 
fon. Danielis prefented him with thirty flaves; 
and the produce of her bounty was expended in 
the fupport of his brothers , and the purchafe of. 
fome large eftates in Macedonia. His gratitude or 
?imbition ftill attached him to the fervice of 
Theophilus ; and a lucky accident recommended 
him to the notice of the court, A famous wret 
tier , in the train of the Bulgarian ambaffadors , 
had defied , at the royal banquet > the boldeft 
and moft robuft of the Greeks. The firength of 
Bafil was praifed ; he accepted the challenge; 
and the Barbarian champion was overthrown at 
the firft onfet. A beautiful but vicious horfe 
was condemned to be hamftrung: it was fubdued 
by the dexterity and courage of the fcrvant of 
Theophilus; and his conqueror was promoted 
to an honourable rank in the Imperial ftables. 
But it was impoflible to obtain the confidence 
of Michael, without complying with his vices ^ 
and his new favourite, the great chamberlain of 
the palace , was riifed and fuppcA-ted by a dif- 
^racefnl marriage with a rayai concubine, and 
the difhonour of his fifter , 'Svho fucceeded to 
her place. The public adminiftration had been 
abandoned to the C^far Bardas , -the brother 
and enemy of Theodora; but^the ai;tfe *.6f female 
influence perfuaded Michael to .hate\aiid, to fear 
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his uncle : he was drawn from Conftantinople , c H a f* 
under the pretence of a Cretan expedition •, XLVIU. 
and Ilabbed in the tent of audience , by the 
fword of the chamberlain , and in the prefence 
,of th^ emperor. About a month after this execu- 
tion, Bafil was invefted with the title of Auguftus 
and the government of the empire. He fupported 
this unequal aOfociation till his influence was for- 
tified by popular efteem. His life was cndanger- 
-cd by the caprice of the emperor; and his dignity 
was profaned by a fecond colleague, who had 
rowed in the gallies. Yet the murder of his 
benefador muft be condemned as an ad of in- 
gratitude and treafon ; and the churches which 
he dedicated to the name of St; Michael, were 
a poor and puerile expiation of his guilt. 

The different ages of Bafil the firft, may be 
compared w^th thofe of Auguftust The fituation 
of the Greek did not allow him in his earlieft 
youth. to lead an army againft his country, [or 
to profcribe the nobleft of her fbns ; but his 
;afpiring genius ftooped to the arts of a flave; he 
.diffembled his ambition and , evtn his virtues , 
and grafped, with the. bloody hand of an affaffin, 
the empire, which he ruled with the wifdom and 
tendernefs of a parent. A private citizen may 
feel his intereft repugnant to his duty ; but it 
muft- be from a deficiency of fenfe or courage, 
that an abfolute monarch can feparatc his happi- 
nefs from his glory, or his glory from the public 
welfare. The life or panegyric of BaGl has indeed 
been compofed and publilhed under the long 
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CHAP, reign of his defcendants ; but even their ftabiUty 
XL VIII. on the throne may be juftly afcribed to the fupe* 
rior merit of their aaceflor. In his charader , his 
grandfon Conftantine has attempted to delineate 
a perfcd image of royalty : but that feeble prince, 
unlefs he had copied a real model , could not 
eafxly have foarcd fo high above the level of his 
own condud or conceptions. But the moft folid 
praife of Bafil is drawn from the comparifon of 
a ruined and a flourifhing monarchy, that which 
he wrefted from' the dilTolute Michael, and that 
which he bequeathed to the Macedonian dynafty. 
The evils which had been faodified by time and 
example , were correded by his mafter-hand ; and 
he revived, if not the national fpi'rit, at leaft the 
order and majefty of the Roman empire. His 
application was indefatigable , his temper cool , 
his underftanding vigorous and decifive ; and 
in his pradice he obferved that rare and falatary 
moderation , which purfues each virtue , at an 
equal diftance between the oppdfite vices. His 
military fervice had been confined to the palace^ 
nor was the emperor endowed with the fpirit 
or the talents of a warrior. Yet under his reign 
the Roman arms were again formidable to the 
Barbarians. As - foon as he had formed a new 
army by difcipline and exercife, he appeared in 
perfon on the banks of the Euphrates , curbed 
the pride of the Saracens , , and fuppreffed the 
dangerous though juft revolt of the Manichaeans. 
His indignation againft a rebel who had long 
eluded his purfuit, provoked him to wilh and 
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to pray , that , by the grace of God , he might c h a P; 
drive three arrows into the head of Chryfochir. xx.viii. 
That odious head , which had been obtained by 
treafon rather than by 'valour, was fufpended 
from a tree, and thrice expofed to the dexterity 
of the Imperial archer : a bafe revenge againft 
the dead, more worthy of the times ^ than of 
the charader of Bafil. But his principal merit 
was in the civil adminiftration of the finances 
and of the laws. To replenifh an exhaufted 
treafury, it was propofed to refume the lavilh 
and ill-placed gifts of his predeceffor: his pru- 
dence abated one moiety of the reftitution; and 
a fum of twelve hundred thoufand pounds was 
inftantly procured to anfwer the moft preffing 
demands, and to allow fome fpace for the mature 
operations of oeconomy. Among the various 
fchemes for the improvement of the revenue, 
a new mode was ' fuggefted of capitation , or 
tribute, which would have too much depended 
on the arbitrary difcretion of the affeffors. A 
fufficient lift of honeft and able agents was in- 
ftantly produced by the minifter ; but On the 
more careful fcrutiny of Bafil himfelf , only two 
could be found, who might be fafely entrufted 
with fuch dangerous powers; and they juftified , 
his efteem'by declining his confidence. But the 
ferious and fuccefsful diligence of the emperor 
eftablifhed by degrees an equitable balancie of 
property and payment , of receipt and expen- 
diture : a peculiar fund was appropriated to each 
fervice ; and a public method fecured the intereft 
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CHAP* of the prince and the property of the people.- 
XLViih After reforming the luxury , he affigned two 
patrimonial eftatcs to fupply the decent plenty, 
of the Imperial table : the contributions of the 
fubjed were referved for his defence ; and the 
refidue was employed in the embelliflhment of 
the capital a^nd provinces. A tafte fpr buildings 
however coftly , may deferve fome praife and 
much excufe : from ^thence induftry is fed, art 
is encouraged , and fbme objed is attained of 
public emolument or pleafure; the ufe of a road, 
an aqiaedud , or an hofpital , is obvious and 
lolid; and the hundred churches that arofe by 
the. command of Bafil, were confecrated to the 
<Ievotion of the age. In the charader of a judge, 
he was affiduous and impartial ; defirous to fave , 
but not afraid to flrikc : the oppreflbrs of the 
. people were feverely chaftifed ; but his perfonal 
foes , whom it might be uniafe to pardon , were 
condemned, after the lofs of their eyes^ to a life 
of folitude and repentance. The change of lan- 
guage and. manners demanded a revifion of the 
pblolete jurifprudence of Juftinian: the volumi- 
nous body of his Inftitutes, Pandeds, Code, and 
Novels , was digefted under forty titles , in the 
Greek idiom ; and the Bqfilics , which were 
improved and completed by his fon and grandfon, 
muft be referred to the original genius of the 
founder of their race. This glorious reign was 
terminated by an accident in the chace. A fu- 
rious ftag entangled his horns in the belt of 
Bafil , and raifed him from his horfc : he was 
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refcued by an attendatit, who cut the belt and chap. 
flew the animal ; but the fall, or the fever, xlviii. 
cxhaufted the ftrength of the aged monarch , and 
he expired in the palace, amidft the tears of his 
fajT.ily and people. If he ftruck off the head of 
the faithful fervant, for prefuming to draw his 
fword againft his fovereign; the pride of defpot- 
ifm, which had lain dormant in his life, revived 
in thd laft moments of defpair, when he no longer 
wanted or valued the opinion of mankind. 

Of the four fons of the emperor, Conftantine I'^o vr. the 
died before his father, whofe grief and credulity ^^^^f^gg" 
were amufed by a flattering impoftor and a vain March i. 
apparition. Stephen, the youngeft, was content 
with the honours of a patriarch arid a faint; both 
Leo and Alexander were alike inverted with the 
purple , but the powers of government* were 
folely exercifed by the elder brother. The name 
of Leo the fixth has been dignified with the title 
of philofopher; and the union of the prince and 
the fage , of the adlive and fpeculative virtues , 
would indeed conftitute the perfedion of humail 
.nature. But the claims of Leo are far fhort of this 
ideal excellence. Did he reduce his paffions and 
appetites under the dominion of reafon ? His life 
was fpent in the pomp of the palace , in the fo- 
ciety of his wives and concubines ; and even the 
clemfency which he fliewed , and the peace which 
he ftrove to preferve , muft be imputed to the 
foftnefs and indolence of his charader. Did he 
fubdue his prejudices, and thofe of his fubjeds? 
• His mind was tinged with the moft ^puerile 
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e H A p. fuperftition ; the influence of the clergy , and tlie 
2CVLIII. crrofs of the people,, were confecrated by his 
laws ; and the oracles of Leo^ which reveal , in 
prophetic ftyle , the fates of the empire , are 
founded on the arts of aftrology and divination. 
if we ftill enquire the reafon of his fage appellation, 
it can only be replied ,• that the fon- of Bafil was 
lefs ignorant than the greater part of his con- 
temporaries in church and ftate ; that his education 
had been direded by the learned Photius; and 
that feveral books of profane and . ecclefiaftical 
fcience v^ere compofed by the pen , or in the 
name , of the Imperial philofophcr. But the repu- 
tation of his philofophy and religion was over- 
thrown by a domeftic vice, the repetition of his 
nuptials. The primitive ideas of the merit and 
liolinels of celibacy, wpre preached by the monks 
and entertained by the Greeks. Marriage was 
allowed as a neceffary means for the propagation of 
mankind; after the death of either party, the.furv^ivor 
might fatisfy by a fccond union , the weaknefs or 
the ftrength of the flefh : but a third marriage 
was cenfured as a ftate of legal fornication; and 
a fourth was a fm or fcandal as yet unknown to 
the Chriftians of the Eaffl. In the beginning of 
his reign , Leo himfelf had aboliflied the ftate of 
concubines, and condemned, without annulling, 
third marriages : but his patriotifm and love foon 
compelled him to violate his own laws, and to 
incur the penance , which in a fimilar cafe he had 
impofed on his fubjedls. In his three firft alliances , 
his nuptid bed >y^ unfruitful 3 the emperor re- 
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qdred a female companion, and the empire a c h a f* 
legitimate heip. The beautiful Zoe was intro- xlviii. 
duced into the palace as a concubine; and after 
a trial of her fecundity, and the birth of Con- 
ftantine , her loyer declared his intention of 
legitimating the mother and the child , by the 
celebration of his fourth nuptials. But the patriarch ^ 

Nicholas refufed his bleffing: the Imperial baptifm 
of the young prince was obtained by 'a promife • 
of Reparation ; and the conlumacious hulband of 
Zoe was excluded from the communion of the/ 
faithful. Neither the fear of exile , nor the de- 
fertion of his brethren , nor the authority of the 
Latin church, nor the danger of failure or doubt 
in the fucceffion to the empire , could bend the 
fpirit of the inflexible monk. After the death of 
Leo , he was recalled from exile to the civil and 
ecclefiaftical adminiftration ; and the edidl of union 
which was promulgated in the name of Conftan- ^ 

tine , condemned the future fcandal of fourth 
marriages , and left a tacit imputation on his 
own birth. 

' In the Greek language , purpk and porphyry are Alexander , 
the ftime word : and as the colours of nature are Conftan- 
invariable, we may learn, that a dark deep red porphyroge. 
was tl^ Tyrian dye which ftained the purple of ">*"«, 
the ancients. An apartment of the Byzantine ^j^y'u, * 
palace was lined with porphyry : it was referved 
for the ufe of the pregnant empreffes; and the 
royal birth of their children was expreffed by the 
appellation oi porphyrogenitc , or born in the purple- 
Several of the Roman princes had been UefTed 
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CHAP, with an heir ; but this peculiar furname was firft 
XLVlli. applied to Conftantine the feventh. His life and 
titular reign were of equal duration ; but of fifty* 
four years , fix had elapfed before his father's 
death ; and the fon of Leo was ever the voluntary 
or reludant fubjedl of thdfe who oppreffed his 
weaknefs or abufed his confidence. His uncle 
Alexander, who had long been inverted with the 
title of Auguftus, was the firft colleague and 
governor of the young prince : but in a rapid careec 
of vice and folly, the brother of Leo already emu- 
lated the reputation of Michael ; and when he 
was extinguiflied by a timely death , he entertained 
a jprojed of caftrating his nephew, and leaving 
the empire to a worthlefs favourite. The fucceeding 
years of the minority of Conftantine were occupied 
by his mother Zoe , and a fucccflion or council 
of feven regents , who purfued their intereft , 
gratified their paflions , abandoned the republic > 
fupplapted each other , and finally vanifhed in 
the prefence of a foldier. From an obfcure origin , 
Romanus Lecapenus had raifed himfelf to the 
command of the naval armies; and in the anarchy 
of the times , had dcferved , or at leaft had ob- 
tained 5 the national efteem. With a vidorious 
and affcdionate fleet, he failed from the mouth 
of the Danube into the harbour of Conftantinopie , 
and was hailed -as the deliverer of the people , 
and the guardian of the prince. His fuprem^e 
office was at firft defined by the new appellation 
of father of the emperor ; but Roma»nus foon 
difdained the fubordinate powers of a minifter , 

and 
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and affumed , with the titles of Csefar and Au- chap. 
guftus , the full independence of royalty, which xlviii. 
he held near five and twenty years. His three ^o™an'»s i* 
fons , Chriftopher , Stephen , and Conftantine , \''u!\ill. 
were fucceffively adorned with the fame honours , Dec. 24 
and the lawful emperor was degraded from the g^J^|^^°^^^^^^ 
tirft to the fifth rank in this college of princes. Coniidn- 
Yet, in the prcfervation of his life and crown,""* ^"^' 
he might ftill applaud his own fortune and the 
clemency of the ufurper. The examples of an- 
cient and modern hiftofy would have excufed 
the ainbitioo of Romanus : the powers and th^ 
laws of the empire were in his hand ; the fpu-» 
tious birth of Conftantine would have juftified 
his exclufion ; and the grave or the monaftery 
was open to receive the foa of the concubine. 
But Lecapenus does not appear to have poffeffed 
cither the virtues or the vices of a tyrant. The 
fpirit and adivity of his private life diffblved 
alvayinthefunfhine of the throne; and in his iicen-^ 
tious pleafures , he forgqt the fafety both of the 
republic and of his family* Of a mild and reli- 
gious charader ^ he tefpeded tjie I'andity of oathiJ, 
the innoceflce of the youth, the memory of his 
parents and the attachment of the people* The 
fludious temper and retirement of Conftantine, 
difiarmed the jealoufy of power : his books and 
jnufic , his pen and his pencil , were a conftant 
fource of amulementj and if he could improve a 
fcanty allowance by the iale of his pidures, 
if their price vf^s not enhanced by the 
Vol. VIIL B b 
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name of the artift , he nvas endowed with a per- 
fonal talent , which few princes could employ in 
the hour of adverfity. 

The fall of Romaniis was occafioned by his 
own vices and thofe of his children. After the 
deceafe of Chriftopher, his eldeft fon, the two 
furviving brothers quarrelled with each other, 
and confpired againft their father. At the hoiir 
of noon, when all ftrangers were regularly ex- 
cluded from the palace, they entered his apart- 
ment with an armed force, and conveyed him, 
in the habit of a monk, to a fmall ifland in the 
Propontis, which was peopled "by a religious com- 
munity. The rumour of this domeftic revolutioa 
excited a tumult in' the city ; but Porphyrogeni- 
tus alone, the true and lawful emperor, was 
the objed of the public care; and the fons of 
Lecapenus were taught, by tardy experience, 
that they had atchieved a guilty aud perilous 
cnterprife for the benefit of their rival. Their 
fitter Helena , the wife of Conftantine , revealed , 
or fuppofed, theii* treacherous defign of affaf- 
finating her hufband at the royal banquet. His 
loyal adherents were alarmed; and the two ufur- 
pers were prevented, feized, degraded from the 
purple, and embarked for the fame ifland and 
monaftery where their father had been fo lately 
confined. Old Romanus met them on the beach 
with a farcaftic fmile, and, after a juft reproach 
of their folly and ingratitude, prefented his Imperial 
colleagues with an equal fhare of his water and 
vegetable diet. In the fortieth year of his reign, 
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Conftantine the feventh obtained the poff^gffioii chap. 
of the Eaftern world, which he ruled, or feemed Xivin. 
to rule, near fifteen years. But he was devoid 
of that energy of charader which could emerge 
into a life of adion and glory j and the ftudies 
which had amufed and digniHed his leifure, were 
incompatible, with the ferious duties of a fovereign* 
The emperor negleded the pradlicej to inftrudt 
his fon Romanus in the theory, of government: 
while he indulged the habits of intemperance and 
floth, he dropC the reins of the adminiftratioa 
into the band$ of Helena his wife; and, in the 
Ihifting fcene of her favour and caprice , each 
minifter was regretted in the promotion of a 
more worthlefs fuccefTor. Yet the birth and mif- 
fortunes of Conftantine had endeared him to the 
Greeks; they excufed his failings; they refpeded 
his learning, his innocence , and charity, his love 
of juftice; and the ceremony of his funeral was 
mourned with the unfeigned tears of his fubjedls^ 
The body, according to ancient cuftom, lay in 
ftate in the veftibule of the palace ; and the civil 
and military officers, the patricians, the fenate, 
and the clergy, approached in due ojfder to adore 
and kifc the inanimate corpfe of their fovereign. 
Before the proceffion moved towards the Imperial 
fepulchre, an herald proclaimed this awful adrao- 
Jiition: " Arife, O king of the world, and obe/ 
•^ the fummons of the King of kings ! " 

The death of Conftantine was imputed to poi- i^omaT^ii^ tt, 
fon; and his fon Romanus, v^ho derived that^^'"!^"^' 
nam^ from feis laatemal grandfather, afcendedNor. j^t. 
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CHAP, the throne of Conftantinople. A prinde who^ 
XLViif, at the age of twenty, could be fufpeded of anti- 
tipating his inheritance, muft have been already 
loft in the public efteem; yet Ronianus was ra- 
ther weak than wicked; and the largeft Ibare of 
the guilt was transferred to his wife, Theophana, 
a woman of bafe origin, mafculine fpirit, and 
flagitious manners. The fenfe of perfonal glory 
and public happinefs, the true pleafures of royalty, 
were unknown to the fon of Conftantinc; and, 
while the two brothers , Nicephorus and Leo , 
triumphed over the Saracens, the Hours which 
the emperor owed to his people were confumed 
in ftrenuous idlenefs. In the morning he vifited 
the circus; at noon he feafted the fenators; the 
^cater part of the afternoon he fpent in the 
fphdriflerium ^ or tennis-court", the only theatre of 
tis viftories ; from thence he pafTed over to the 
Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus , hunted and killed 
four wild boats of the largeft fize , and returned 
to the palace , proudly content with the labours 
of, the day. In ftrength and beauty he was con* 
fpicuous above his equals: tall and ftreight as a 
young cyprefs, his complexion was fair and florid, 
his eyes fparkling , his flioulders broad, his nofc 
long and aquiline. Yet even thefe perfedions 
were irifufficient to fix the love of Theophano; 
and , after a rcfgn of four years , (he mingled for 
Jier hufband the fame deadly draught which fhc 
had compofed for his fsither. 
. Niccpho. Bj^ his marriage with this impious woman , Rq* 
""^^f^^^ manus tbe younger left two fons , Bafjji th^ 
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fecond and Conftantine ttrc ninth , and two chap. 
daughters , Theophano and Anne. The cU XLViii. 
deft fifter was given to Otho the fecond ^ ^* °- ^^** 
emperor of the Weft ; the younger . became ^^^ 
the wife of Wolodomir , great duke and apoftle 
of Ruffia , and , by the marriage of her grand** 
daughter with Henry the firft, king of Fran- 
ce , the blood of the Macedonians , and peF^ 
haps of the Arfacides, ftill flows in the veins 
of the Bourbon line. After the d^ath of her 
huiband, the emprefs afpired to reign in the name 
of her fons, the elder of whom was five, and 
the younger only two, years of age; but fhe fooa . 
felt the inftability of a throne, which was fup- 
ported by a female who could not be efteemed , 
and two infants who could not be feared. Theo- 
phano looked around for a protedor, and threw 
herfelf into the arms of the braveft foldier ; her 
heart was capacious ; but the deformity of the 
new favourite rendered it more than probablfe 
that intereft was the motive and excufe of her 
love. Nicephorus Phocas united , in the popular 
opinion , the double merit of an hero and a faint. 
In the former charader, his^ qualifications were 
genuine and fplendid: the defcendant of a race,* 
illuftrious by their military exploits, he had dif- 
played, in every ftation and in every province*, 
the courage of a foldier afld' the condudl of a 
chief; and Nicephorus^ was. crowned with recent 
laurels, from the imp6rtant conqueft of the ifte 
of Crete. His religion wa« of a more ambiguous 
caft; and his haircloth, bisfafts, his pious idiom, 

Bb 3 
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CHAP, and his wifli to retire from the bufinefs of the 
M-viii, world , were a convenient mafk for his dark and 
dangerous ambition. Yet he impofed on an holy- 
patriarch, by wbofe influence, and by a decree 
of the fenate, he was entrufted, during the mi- 
^lority of the young princes, with the abfohitc 
^nd independent command of the Oriental armies. 
As foon as he had fecured the leaders and the 
troops, he boldly marched to Conftantinople , 
trampled on his enerhies, avowed his correfpond- 
ence with the emprefs, and, without degrading 
her fons, afliimed with the title of Auguftus, the 
pre-eminence of rank and the plenitude of power. 
But his marriage with Theophano was refufed 
by the fame patriarch who had placed the crown 
oh his head: by his fecond nuptials he incurred 
^ year of canonical .penance; a bar of fpiritual 
affinity was oppofed to their celebration ; and 
fome evafion and perjury were required to filence 
the fcruples of the clergy and people. The po- 
pularity of the emperor was loft in the purple : 
in a reign of fix years he provoked the hatred 
.of ftrangers and fubjeds; and the hypocrify and 
avarice of the firft Nicephorus were revived in 
liis fucceffor. Hypocrify 1 fliajl never juftify or 
palliate; but I will dare A obferve , that the 
odious vice of avarice is of all others mod haftily 
^arraigned , and rooft unmercifully condemned. 
In a private citizen, our judgment feliom ex- 
pcdls aiv accurate fcrutin^ into his fortune and 
cxpcpce; and in a fteward of the public treafure, 
ftugf^lity is always a virtue, ^nd the ^ncyeafe pf 
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taxes too often an indifpcDfable duty. In the cha.K 
ufe of his patrimony , the generous temper of XLVin. 
Nicephorus had been proved; and the revenue 
was ftridly applied to the fervice of the ftate :' 
each fpring the emperor marched in perfon againfl: 
the Saracens; and every Roman might compute 
the employment of his taxes in triumphs, con- 
quefts, and the fecurity of the Eaftern barrier. 

Among the warriors who promoted his eleva- John Zimic 
tion, and ferved under his ftandard, a noble and!,"'^®**"* ^" 
valiant Armenian had deferved and obtained the tine ix. 
mod eminent rewards. The ftature of John Zi- ^ ^\^^^ ♦ 
mifces was below the ordinary ftandard; but this " * . 
diminutive body was endowed with ftrength, 
beauty, and the foul of an hero. By the jealoufy 
of the emperor's brother, he was degraded from 
the office of general of the Eaft, to that of direc- 
tor of the pods, and his murmurs were chaRifed 
with difgrace and exile. But Zimifces was rank- 
ed among the numerous lovers of the emprefs: 
on her interceffion, he was permitted to refidc 
at Chalcedon , in the neighbourhood of the 
-capital: her bounty was repaid in his clandeftine 
and amorous vifits to the palace ; and Theopha- 
no confented, with alacrity, to the death of 
an ugly and penurious hufband. Some bold and 
trufty confpirators were concealed in her mod; 
private chambers : in the darknef^ of a win- 
ter night , Zimifces , with his principal com- 
panions, embarked in a fmall boat, traverfed the 
Bofphorus , landed at the palace flairs , and 
filently afcended a ladder of ropes, which was 
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CHAP, caft down by the female attendants. Neither his 
XLVJli. own fufpicions, nor the warnings of his friends, 
nor the tardy aid of his brother Leo, nor the 
fortrefs which he had creifled in the palace ^ could 
protedl Nicephorus from a domeflic foe, at whofe 
voice every door was opened to the aflaffins. As 
he flept on a bear-fkin, on the ground, he was 
roufed by their noify intrufion, and thirty dag- 
gers glittered before his eyes. It is doubtful 
whether Zimifces imbrued his hands in the blood 
of his fovereign ; but he enjoyed the inhuman 
fpedlacle of revenge. The murder was protraded 
by infult and cruelty; and as foon as the head 
of Nicephorus was fhewn from the window, the 
tumult was hufhed, and the Armenian was em- 
peror of the Eaft. On the day of his coronation, 
he was (lopped on the threfliold of St. Sophia, 
by the intrepid patriarch; who charged his con- 
fcience with the. deed of treafon and blood; and 
required, as a fign of repentance, that he Ihould 
feparate himfelf from his more criminal aflbciate. 
This fally of apoftolic zeal was not ofFenfive to 
the prince, fince he could neither love nor truft 
a woman who had repeatedly violated the mod 
facred obligations; and Theophano, inftead of 
fliaring his Imperial fortune, was difmified with 
ignominy from his bed and palace. In. their laft 
interview, flie difplayed a frantic and impotent 
rage; accufed the ingratitude of her lover; af- 
faulted, with words#and blows, her fon Bafil, 
as he fh'ood filent and fubmiffive in the prefence 
of a fuperigr colleague ; and avowed her own 
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proftltution, in proclaiming the illegitimacy of chap. 
his birth. The public indignation was appeafed XLVin. 
by her exile, and the punifliment of the meaner 
accomplices: the death of an unpopular prince 
was forgiven ; and the guilt df Zimifces was 
forgotten in the fplendour of his virtues. Perhaps 
his profufion was lefs ufeful to the ftate than the 
avarice of Nicephorus; but his gentle and ge- 
nerous behaviour delighted all who approached 
his perfon; and it was only in the paths of vic- 
tory that he trod in the footfleps of his predccef. 
for. The greateft part of his reign was employed 
in the camp and the field : his perfonal valour 
and adtivity were fignalized on the Danube and 
the Tigris , the ancient boundaries of the Roman 
world; and, by his double triumph over the Ruf- 
fians and the Saracens, he deferved the titles of 
faviour of the empire , and conqueror of the 
Eaft. In his laft return from Syria , he obferved 
that the moR; fruitful lapds of his new provinces 
were pofleffed by the eunuchs. " And is it for 
" them," he exclaimed, with honeft indignation, 
" that we have fought and conquered? Is it for 
" them that we Ihed our blood, and exhauft the 
" treafurcs of our people?" The complaint was 
re-echoed to the palace, and the death of Zi- 
iTiifces is ftrongly marked with the fufplcion of 
poifoo. 

Under this ufurpation , or regency, of twelve Bafii 11. and 
years, the two lawful emperors, Bafil and Con- ^.^"^3"- 
ftantine, had filently grown to the age of man- a. d. 97(5, 
hood. ' Their tender years had been incapable January 10. 
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CHAP, of dominion: the refpedful modefty of their at* 
XLVIII. tendance and falutation, was due to the age and 
merit of their guardians : the childlefs ambition 
of thofe guardians had no temptation to violate 
their right of fuccejflion : their patrimony was 
. ably and faithfully adminiftered; and the prema- 
ture death of Zimifces was a lofs, rather than a 
benefit, to the fons of Romanus. Their want 
of experience detained them twelve years longer 
the obfcure and voluntary pupils of a minifter, 
^ who extended his reign by perfiiading them to 
indulge the pleafures of youth , and to difdain 
the labours of government. In this filken web, 
the weaknefs of Conflantine was for ever en- 
tangled; but his elder brother felt the impulfe of 
genius and the defire of action; he frowned, and 
the minifter was no more. Bafil was the acknow- 
ledged fovereign of Conftantinople and the pro- 
vinces of Europe ; but Afia was opprefied by 
two veteran generals, Phocas and Sclerus, who, 
alternately friends and 'enemies, fubjedts and 
rebels , maintained their independence , and la- 
boured to emulate the example of fuccefsful ufur- 
pation. Againft thefe domeftic enemies, the fon 
. of Romanus firft drew his fword , ' and they 
trembl'ed in the prefence of a lawful and high- 
fpirited prince. The firft in the front of battle 
was thrown from bis horfe, by the ftroke of 
poifon, or an arrow: the fecond, who had been 
twice loaded - with chains , and twice invefted 
with the purple, was defirous of ending in peace 
the fipall remainder of his days. As the aged 
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fuppliant approached the thrcme, with dim eyes chap. 
and faultering fteps, leaning on his two attendants, XLVjit* 
the emperor exclaimed, in the infolence of youth 
and power, " And is this the man who has fo 
^ long been the^objed of our terror?" After he 
had confirmed his own authority, and the peace 
of the empire, the trophies of Nicepborus and 
Zimifces would not fufFer their royal pupil to 
fleep in the palace. His long and frequent ex- 
peditions againft the Saracens were rather glori-\ 
ous, than ufeful to the empire; but the final de- 
ftrudion of the kingdom of Bulgaria appears, 
fince the time of Belifarius, the mod important 
triumph of the Roman arms. Yet inftead of 
applauding their victorious prince, his fubjeds 
detefted the rapacious and rigid avarice of Bafil; 
and in the imperfed narrative of his exploits, \ve 
can onlydifcern thecourage, patience, and fero- 
cioufnefs, of a foldier. A vicious education, which 
could not fubdue his fpirit, had clouded his mind ; 
he was ignorant of every fcience; and the remem- 
brance of his learned and feeble grandfire might 
encourage his real or affeded contempt of lawsr 
and lawyers, of artifts and arts. Of fuch a char- 
ader, in fuch an age, fuperftition took a firm 
and lafting poffeflion; after the firft licence of 
his youth, Bafil the fecond devoted his life, in 
the palace and the camp , to the penance of an 
hermit, wore the monaftic habit under his robes 
$nd armour, obferved a vow of continence, and 
impofed on his appetites a perpetual abftinence 
from yfim ajad flefh* In the f;xty-eighth year of 
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CHAP, his age , his martial fpirit urged him to etqbark 
XLViiL in perfon for a holy war againft the Saracens of 
Sicily; he was prevented by death, and Bafil, 
furnamed the Slayer of the Bulgarians, was dif- 
miffed from the world , with the bleflings of the 
clergy and the curfes of the people. After his 
deceafe, his brother Conftantine enjoyed, about 
three years, the power, or rather the pleafures, 
of royalty; and his only care was the fettlement 
of the fucceflion. He had enjoyed , fixty-fix 
years , the title of Auguftus ; and the reign of 
the two brothers is the longeft, and moft obfcurc, 
of the Byzantine hiftory. 

A lineal fucceflion of five emperors, in a period 
of an hundred arrd fixty years, had attached the 
loyalty of the Greeks to the Macedonian dynafty, 
which had been thrice refpeded by the ufurpers 
of their power. After the death of Conftantine 
die ninth, the laft male of the royal race, a new 
and broken fcene prefents itfelf, and the accu- 
mulated years of twelve emperors do not equal 
the fpace of his fnigle reign. His elder brother 
had preferred his private chaftity to the public 
intereft, and Conftantine himfelf had only three 
daughters; Eudocia, who took the veil, and Zoe 
and Theodora, who were preferved till a mature 
age in a ftate of ignorance and virginity. When 
their marriage was difcuffed in the council of 
their dying father, the cold or pious Theodora 
refufed to give an heir to the empire, but her 
fifter Zoe prefented herfelf a willing vidim at 
the altar. Romanus Argyrus, a patrician of a 
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graceful perfon and fair. reputation, was chofea c h a f. 
for her hufband , and , on his declining that honour^ XLYhi, 
"was informed, that blindnefs or death was the 
fecond alternative. The motive of his reludance 
was conjugal aifedion , but his faithful wife 
facrificed her own happinefs to his fafety and 
greatnefs; and her entrance into a monaftery re- 
moved the only bar to the Imperial nuptials. 
After the dcceafe of Conftantine, the fceptrc 
devolved to Romanus the third ; but his la<p 
bours at home and abroad were equally feeble 
and fruitlefs ;. and the mature age^ the forty-. ^ 
eight years of Zpe, were lefs favourable to 
the hopes of pregnancy than to the indulgences 
of pleafure. Her favourite chamberlain was an 
handfome Paphlagonian of the name of Michael, 
whofe firft trade had been that of a money-changer; 
and Romanus, either from gratitude or equity, 
connived at their criminal intercourfe , or accepted 
a flight affurance of their innocence. But Zoe 
foon juftified the Roman maxim, that every adult* 
refs is capable of poifoning her hulband ; and the 
death of Romanus was inftantly followed by the^ 
fcandalous marriage and elevation of Michael the 
fourth. The expedations of Zoe were however Michael iv. 
difappointed : inftead of a vigorous and grateful ^njan^***** 
lover, flie had placed in her bed, a miferable A. n. 1034^, 
wretch, whofe health and reafon were impaired^*'****' 
by epileptic fits, and whofe confcience was tor- 
mented by defpair and remorfc. .The moft £kilfid 
phyficians of the mind and body were fum* 
pioned to his aid] and bis hopes were aimufed bj^ 
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frequent pilgrimages to the baths, and to the 
tombs of the moft popular faints ; the monks ap. 
plauded his penance, and , except reftitution (but 
to wRorti fhould he have reftored ? ) Michael 
fought every method of expiating his guilt. While 
he groaned 2^nd prayed in fackcloth and afbes, 
his brother, the eunuch John , fmiled at his re- 
xnorfe , and enjoyed the harveft of a crime of 
which himfelf was the fecret and moft guilty au- 
thor. His adminiftration was only the art of fa- 
tiating his avarice , and Zoe became a captive in 
the palace of her fathers and in the hands of h^r 
flaves. When he perceived the irretrievable de- 
cline of his brother's health, he introduced his 
nephew . another Michaet, who derived his fur.- 
name of Calaphates from his father's occupation in 
the careening of veffels : at the command of the eu- 
nuch , Zoe adopted for her fon , the fon of a me* 
chanic; and this fiditious hefr was inverted with 
the title and purple of ^he Cadfars , in the pre- 
fence of the fenate and clergy So feeble was the 
charader of Zoe, that {he was oppreffed by the 
liberty and power which fhe recovered by the 
death of the Paphlagonian; and at the end of 
four days , fhe placed the crown on the head of 
Michael the fifth , who had protefted , with tears 
and oaths , that he fhould ever reign tl>e firflt 
and moft obedient of her fubjecfts. The only ad 
;of his fhort reign, was his bafe ingratitude to his 
benefadors, the eunuch and the emprefs. The 
'difgrace of the former was pleafmg to the pu- 
|jtic ; but the murmurs^, and at length the 
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clamours , of Conftantinople deplored the exile of chap. 
Zoe, the daughter of fo many emperors; her xlviil 
vices -were forgotten, and Michael was taught, 
that there is a period in which the patience of 
the tameft flave§ rifes Into fury and revenge. The 
citizens of every degree affembled in a formidable 
tumult which laftcd three days ; they befieged the 
palace, forced the gates, recalled their mothers^ 
Zoe from her prifon , Theodora from her monat 
tery, and condemned the fon of Calaphates to 
the lofs of his eyes or of his life. For the firft Zoe and 
time, the Greeks beheld with furprife the two Jl^'j^^^^^^;^ 
royal fifters feated on the fame throne, prefiding April ai. 
in the fenate, and giving audience to the ambaf- 
fadors of the nations. But this fmgular union 
fubfifted no more than two months; the two fo- 
vereigns, their tempers, interefts, and adherents, 
were fecretly hoftile to each other ; and as Theodo-* 
ra was ftill averfe to marfiage, the indefatigable 

^ Zoe , at the age of fixty , confented , for the 
public good , to fuftain the embraces of a third 
hufband, and the cenfures of the Greek church. 
His name and number were Conftantine the tenth , conftan- 
and the epithet oi Monomachus ^ the fingle combat- M^noma- 
ant , muft have been expreffive of his valour chus , 
and viftory in fome public or private qilarrel. But ju^^fj** ' 
Jiis health was broken by the tortures of the gouc , 
and his diffolute reign wais fpent in the alter- 
native of ficknefs and pleafure. A fair and noblfc 
widow had accompanied Conftantine in his exile 

^ to the ifle of Lefbos , and Sclerena gloried lix 
the appellation of bis miftrefe/ After his marriage 
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and elevation, ihe was invefted with the title 
and pomp of Augufta^ and occupied a contiguous 
apartment in the palace. The lawful confort (fuch 
was the delicacy or corruption of Zoe) confented 
to this flrange and fcandalous partition; and the 
emperor appeared in public between his wife 
and his concubine. He furvived them bothj but 
the laft meafures of Conftantine to change the 
order of fucceffion were prevented, by the more 
vigilant friends of Theodora ; and after his 
deceafe, ihe refumed, with the general confent, 
the poffeffion of her inheritance. . In her name , 
and by the influence of four eunuchs, the Eaftera 
world was peaceably governed about nineteen 
months ; and as they wilhed to prolong their 
dominion , they perfuaded the aged princefs to 
nominate for her fucceffor Michael the fixth* 
The furname of Stratioticus declares his military 
profeffion; but the crazy and decrepit veteran 
could only fee with the eyes, and execute with 
the hands , of his minifters. Whilft hje afcended 
the throne, Theodora funk into the grave; the 
laft of the Macedonian or Bafilian dynafty. I have 
haftily reviewed , and gladly difmifs , this fliamc- 
ful and deftrudivc period of twenty-eight years, 
in which the Greeks , degraded below the com- 
mon level of fervitude , were transferred like a 
herd of cattle by the choice or caprice of two 
impotent females. 

From this night of llayefy, a fay of i'teedom , 
or at leaft of fp.iritj begins to emerge i the Greeks 
cither preferved or. revived the ufe of furnamcs, 

which 
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which perpetuate the fame of hefeditary virtue ; c it A p. 
and we now difcern the rife , fucceflion , and xlviU. 
alliances of the laft dynafties of Conftantinoplc 
and Trebizond. The Comneni, who upheld for a 
while the fate of the finking empire , afTamed 
the honour of a Roman origin: but the family 
had been long fmce tranfported from Italy to 
Afia* Their patrimonial eftate was fituate in the 
diftrid of Caftamona in the neighbourhood of 
the Euxine; and one of their chiefs, who had 
already entered the paths of ambition , revifited 
with affedlion, perhaps with regret, the modeft 
though honourable dwelling of his fathers. The 
firft of their line was the illuftrious Manuel, 
who, in the reign of the fecond Bafil, contri- 
buted by war and treaty t6 appeafe the troubles 
of the Eaft: he left in a tender age, two fons, 
Ifaac and John, whom, with the confc/oufnefs 
of defert , he bequeathed to the gratitude and 
favour of his fovereign^ The noble youths were 
carefully trained in the learning of the monaftery^ 
the arts of the palace , and the exercifes of the 
camp : and from the domeftic fervice of the 
guards, they were rapidly promoted to the com- 
mand of provinces and armies. Their fraternal 
union doubled the force and reputation of the 
Comneni, and their ancient nobility was illuf- 
trated by the marriage of the two brothers, 
with a captive princefs of Bulgaria , and the 
daughter of a patrician , who had obtained the 
name of Charon from, the number of enemies 
whom he had fent to the infernal fhades. Tb^ 
Vol. VIIL C c 
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c « A p. foldicrs had ferved with reludant loyalty a fericf 
XLViil. of effeminate mafters; the elevation of Michael 
die fixth was a perfonal infult to the more 
deferving generals ; and their difcontent was in- 
flamed by the parfimony of the emperor and the 
infolenc6 of the eunuchs. They fecretly affembled 
in the fandluary of St* Sophia, and the votes of 
the military fynod would have been unanimous 
in favour of the old and valiant Catacalon^ if 
the patriotifm or modefty of the veteran had not 
fuggefted the importance of birth as well as merit 
in the choice of a fovereign. Ifaac Comnenus 
was approved by general confent , and the affo- 
ciates feparated without delay to meet in the 
plains of Phrygia at the head of their refpedivc 
Cquadrons and detachments. The caufe of Michael 
was defended in a fmgle battle by the mercena* 
ries of the Imperial guard , who were aliens 
to the public intereft, and animated only by a 
principle of honour and gratitude. After their 
defeat, the fears of the emperor folicited a treaty, 
which was almoft accepted by the moderation 
of the Comneniap. But the former was betrayed 
by his ambaffadors, and the latter was prevented 
by his friends. The folitary Michael fubmitted 
to the voice of the people ; the patriarch annulled 
their oath of allegiance; and as. he Ihaved the 
head of the royal monk , congratulated his bene» 
ficial exchange of temporal royalty for the 
kingdom of heaven : an exchange , however , 
which the prieft, on his own account, would 
probably have declined. By the hands of the 
fame patriarch, Ifaac Comnenqs was folemnly 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 387 

crowned : the fword which he infcribed on his c h A p. 
coins, might be an offenfiVe fymbol, if it implied XLvm. 
his title by conqueft ; but this fword would 
have been drawn againft the foreign and 
donxeftic enemies of the Rate. The , decline of 
his health and vigour fufpended the operation 
of adive virtue ; and the profpcct of approaching 
death determined him to interpofe fome moments 
between life and eternity. But inftead of leaving 
the empire as the marringe portion of his daugh-' 
ter, his reafon and inclination concurred in the 
preference of his brother John, a foldier, a patriot, , 
and the father of five fons, the future pillars of 
an hereditary fucceflion. His firft modeft relud- 
ance might be the natural didates of difcretion 
and tendernefs, but his obftinate and fuccefsful 
perfeverance , however it may dazzle with the 
ihGW of virtue , muft be cenfured as a criminal 
defertion of his duty , and a rare offence againft 
his family and country. The purple which he 
had refufed was accepted by Conftantine Ducas, 
a friend of the Comnenian houfe, and whofe 
i^oble birth was adorned with the experience 
and reputation of civil policy. In the monaflic 
habit,. Ifaac recovered bis health, and furvived 
two years his Voluntary abdication. Ac the 
command of his abbot, he obferved the rule of 
St. Bafil, and executed the moft fervile offices 
of the convent: but his latent vanity was grati- 
fied by the frequent and rcfpedlful vifits of the 
reigning monarch, who revered ni his perfon the 
charader of a benefador and a faint. 

C c s 
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tine XI 
Ducms, 
A. D. io59» 
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Eadocis, 
A. D. ic67 > 
May. 



If Conftantine the eleventh were indeed the 
fubjedl mod worthy of empire, we muft pity 
the debafement of the age and nation in which 
he was chofen. in the labour of puerile declama- 
tions he fought, without obtaining, the crown 
of eloquence, more precious, in his opinion, 
than that of Rome ; and , in the fubordinate 
fundions of a judge , he forgot the duties of a 
fovereign and a warrior. Far from imitating the 
patriotic indiflference of the authors of his great- 
nefs , Ducas was anxious only to fecure , at the 
cxpence of the republic, the power and profperity 
of his children. His three fons , Michael the 
feventh , Andronicus the firft, and Conftantine 
the twelfth, were inverted, in a tender age , with 
the equal title of Auguftus; and the fuccelEon 
was fpecdily opened by their father's death. His 
widow, Eudocia, was entrufted with the admi- 
' niftration ; but experience had taught the jealoufy 
of the dying monarch to protedl his fons from 
the danger of her fecond nuptials; and her folemn 
engagement, attefted by the principal fenators , 
was depofited in the hands of the patriarch. 
Before the end of feven months , the wants of 
Eudocia , or thofe of the ftate , called aloud for 
the male virtues of a foldier ; and her heart had 
already chofen Romanus Diogenes, whom flie 
raifed from the fcaffold to the throne. The 
difcovery of a treafonable attempt had expofed 
him to the feverity of the laws : his beauty and 
valour abfolved him in the eyes of the emprefs; 
and Romanus, from a mild exile, was recalled 
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on the fecond day to the command of the Orlen- chap, 
tal armies. Her royal choice was yet unknown XLViii. 
to the. public ; and the promife which would 
have betrayed her falfehood and levity , was 
ftolen by a dextrous emiffary 'from the ambi« 
tion of the patriarch. Xiphilin at firft alleged 
the fandlity of oaths and the facred nature of 
a truft ; but a whifper , that his brother 
was the future emperor, relaxed his fcruples, 
and forced him to confefs that the public 
fafety was the fupreme law. He refigned the 
important paper; and w^ien his hopes were con- 
founded by the nomination of Ronianus , he could Rpniamis ni. 
no longer regain his fecurity, retradl his decliara- ^"*p"Yc*g7 
tions, nor oppofe the fecond nuptials of the em-Auguft. 
prefs. Yet a murmur was heard in the palace ; , 
and the Barbarian guards had raifed their battle- 
axes in the caufe of the houfe of Ducas , till the 
young princes were foothed by the tears of their 
mother and the folemn affurances of the fidelity 
of their guardian , who filled the Imperial ftation 
with dignity and honoun Hereafter I Ihall relate 
his valiant , but unfuccefsful , efforts to refift thie 
progrcfs of the Turks. His defeat and captivity 
inflided a deadly wound on the Byzantine mo- 
narchy of the Eaft ; and after he was releafed 
from the chains of the fultan , he vainly fought . 
his wife and his fubjcds. His wife had been 
thruft into a monaftery , and the fubjeds of 
Romanus had embraced the rigid maxim of the 
civil law , that a prifoner in the hands of the 
enemy i^ deprived , as by the ftroke of death, of 

C c 3 
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CHAT, all tbe public and private rights of a citizen.' 
xTviTi. In the general confternation , the Cxfar John 
Wichaivn. jifferted the indefeafible right of his three ne- 
ArHironicus J. phcws : Conftantjnople liftened to his voice; and 
Co. 1 an. j-j-jg Turkifh captive was proclaimed in the ca'* 
a!d! io.i. pital, and received on the frontier, as an enemy 
Auguft. of the republic. Romanus was not more fortu- 

nate in domeftic than in foreign war : the lofs of 
two battles compelled him to yield, on the 
affurance of fair and honourable, treatment; but 
his enemies were devoid of faith or humanity; 
and, after the cruel extindion of his fight, hi^ 
wounds were left to bleed and corrupt, till in a 
few da . s he was relieved from a ftate. of mifery. 
Under the triple reign of the houfe of Ducas , 
the two younger brothers were reduced to the 
^ vain honours of rhe purple; but the eldeft, the 

pusillanimous Michael , was incapable of fuflaiii- 
ing ihe Roman fceptre; and his furname of '^flfra- 
pihuces denotes the reproach which he fhared with 
an avaricious favourite , who enhanced tlie price, 
and diminifhed the meafure; of wheat. In the 
fchool of Pfellus, and after the example of his 
mother, the fon of Eudocia made fome proff- 
ciency in philofophy and rhetoric; but his cha- 
rader was degraded , rather than ennobled , by 
the virtues of a monk and the learning of a 
fophift. Strong in the contempt of their fovereign 
and tlieir own cfteem , two generals , at the head 
of the Furopean and i\fiatic legions, affumed the 
purple at Adrianople and Nice. Their revolt 
was in the fame month ; they bore the fam^ 
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«arae of Nrcephorus ; but the two candidate? chap. 
were diftinguiflied by the furnames of Bryennius xLVlii. 
and Botaniates ; the former in the maturity of 
wifdom and courage , the latter confpicuous only 
by the memory of his paft exploits. While 
Botaniates advanced with cautious and dilatory 
fteps, his adive competitor ftood in arms before 
the gates of Conftantinople. The nam« of Bryen- 
nius was illuflrious ; his caufe was popular ; but 
his licentious troops could not be reftrained from, 
burning and pillaging a fuburb; and the people, 
who would have hailed the rebel , rejeded and 
repulfed the incendiary of his country. This* 
change of the public opinion was favourable to 
Botaniates , who at length , with an army of 
Turks, approached the fhorcs of Chalcedon. A 
formal invitation, in the name of the patriarch, 
the fynod, and the fenate, was circulated through 
the ftreets of Conftantinople ; and t^e general 
affembly , in the dome of St. Sophia , debated, 
with order and calmnefs, on the choice of their 
fovereign. The guards of Michael would have 
difperfed this unarmed multitude ; but the feeble 
emperor , applauding his own moderation and 
clemency , refigned. the enfigns of royalty , and 
was rewarded with the ,monaftic habit , and the 
title of archbilhop of Ephefus. He left a fon, a 
Conftantine , born and educated in the purple ; 
and a daughter of the houfe of Ducas illuftrated 
the blood, and confirmed the fucceflion , of the 
Comnenian dynafty. 

John Comncnus, the brother of the emperoa: 

C c 4 
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Kicepho. 
rtis Iff. 
Buuniafet, 
A. D. I078, 



Ifaao, furvivcd in peace and dignity his generoi^S' 
refnfal of the fceptre. By^his wife Anne, a woman 
of mafculine fpirit and policy, he left eight chil- 
dren : the three daughters multiplied the Comne-' 
nian alliances with the nobleft of the Greeks : of 
the five fons , Manuel was flopped by a premature 
death ; Ifaac and Alexius reftored the Imperial 
greatnefs of their houfe, which was enjoyed with- 
out toil or danger, by the two young;er bre- 
thren , Adrian and Nicephorus. Alexius , the third 
jmd moftilluftrious of the brothers , was endowed 
by nature with the choiceft gifts both of mind 
^nd body: they were cultivated by a liberal edu- 
cation , and exercifed iu the fcbool of obedience 
and adverfity. The youth was difmiffed from the 
perils of the Turkifli war, by the paternal care 
of the emperor Romanus ; but the mother of the 
Comneni, with her afpiring race, was accufed of 
treafon , and baniflied , by the fons of Ducas , to 
^n ifland in the Propontis, The two brothers foon 
emerged into favour and adion , fought by each 
other's fide againft the rebels and Barbarians, 
^nd adhered to the emperor Michael , till he was 
deferted by the world and by himfelf. In his firft 
interview with Botaniates , *' Prince , " faid Alexius, 
with a noble frankncfs , " my duty rendered me 
** your, enemy; the decrees of God and of the 
*^ people have made me your fubjedt Judge of my 
** future loyalty ^^by my paft oppofition. " The 
fucceffor of Michael entertained him with efteem 
find confidence : his valour was employed againft 

three rebels , who difturbed the peace of the em* 
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pirc , or at leaft of the emperors. Urfel , Bryennius , chap. 
andBafilacius , were formidable by their numerous XLVili. 
forces and military fame: they were fucceffively 
vanquilhed in the field, and led in chains to the 
foot of the throne; and whatever treatment they 
might receive from a timid and cruel court, they 
applaude/i the clemency , as well as the courage , 
of their conqueror. But the loyalty of thft Comneni 
was foon tainted by fear and fufpicion; nor is it 
eafy to fettle between a fubjedl and a defpot , the 
debt of gratitude, which the former is tempted * 
to claim by a revolt, and the latter to difcharge 
by an executioner. The refuial of Alexias to march 
iagainft a fourth rebel, the hufband of his fifter, 
deftroyed the merit or memory of his paftfer vices ; 
the favourites of Botaniates provoked the ambition 
which they apprehended and accufed; and the 
retreat of the two brothers might be juftified by 
the defence of their life or liberty. The women 
of the family were depofited in afandluary, re- 
fpedled by tyrants: the men, mounted on horfe* 
back, fallicd from the city, and erected the 
ftandard of civil war. The foldiers, who had 
been gradually affembled in the capital and the 
neighbourhood, were devoted to the caufe oFa 
viftorious and injured leader: the ties of commoa 
intereft and domeftic alliance fecured the attach-r 
npent of the houfe of Ducas; and the generous 
difpute [of the Comneni was terminated by the 
decifive refolution of Ifaac , who was the firft to 
inveft his younger brother with the name and 
enfigns pf royalty. They returned to Conflapti* 



394 THf^ DECLINE AND FALL 



(5 H A r, 
XLVin. 



Alexius T. 
Comnenus, 
A. D. :08I, 
April. 



nople, to threaten rathe'r than b^fiege that impreg* 
nable fortrefs; but the .fidelity of the guards was 
corrupted ; a gate was furprifed ; and the fleet was 
occupied by the adive courage of George " Palxo- 
logus, who fought againft his father , without fore- 
feeing that he laboured for his pofterity. Alexius 
afcendcd the throne; and his aged competitor 
difappeared in a monaftery. An army of various 
nations was gratified with the pillage of the city; 
but the public diforders -were expiated by the tears 
and fafts of the Comneni , who fubmitted to 
every penance compatible with the poffeflion of 
the empire* 

The life of the emperor Alexius has been deli- 
neated by a favourite daughter, who was infpired 
by a tender regard for his pcrfonand a laudable 
zeal to perpetuate his virtues. Confcious of the 
juft fufpicion of her readers , the princefs Anne 
Comnena repeatedly "protefts , that, befides her 
perfonal knowledge , flie had fearched the difcourfe 
and writings of the moft refpedlable veterans: that 
after an interval of thirty years, forgotten by, 
and forgetful of, the world, her mournful foli- 
tude was inacceflfible to hope and fear; and that 
truth, the naked perfedl truth, was more dear 
and facred than the memory of her parent. Yet 
inftead of the fimplicity of ftyle and narrative 
which wins our belief, an elaborate affedatioa 
of rhetoric and fcience, betrays in every page 
the vanity of a female author. The genuine 
charadcr of Alexius is loft in a vague conftella- 
tion of virtues'; and the perpetual ftrain of pane- 
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gyric and apology, awakens our jealoufy, to chap. 
queftion the veracity of the hiftorian and the Xiwin. 
merit of the hero. We cannot however refufc 
'her judicious and important remark , that the 
diforders of the times were the misfortune and 
the glory of Alexius ; and that cfvery calamity 
which can afflidl a declining empire was accu- 
mulated on his reign by the juftice of Heaven 
and the vices of his predeceffors. In- the Eaft^ 
the victorious Turks had fpread , from Perfia to 
the Hellefpont, the reign of the Koran and the 
Crefcent: the Weft was invaded by the adven- 
turous valour of the Normans; and, in the mo- 
ments of peace, the Danube poured forth new 
fwarms, who had gained, in the fcience of war, ^ 
what they had loft in the feroci )ufnefs of man- 
ners. The fea was nt>t lefs hoftile than the land ; 
and while the frontiers were alTaulted by an open 
enemy , the palace was diftradled with fecret 
trcafdn and confpiracy. On a fudden, the ban- 
ner of the Crofs was difplayed by the Latins^ 
Europe was precipitated on Afia; and Conftan- 
tinople had afmoft been fwept away by this 
impetuous deluge. In the tempeft Alexius fteered 
the Imperial veflel with dexterity and courage. 
At the head of his armies, he was bold in adlion, 
fkilful in ftratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to 
improve his adv^antages, and rifing from his de- 
feats with inexhauftible vigour. The difcipline 
of the camp was revived, and a new generation 
of men and foldiers was created by the example 
and the precepts of their leader. In his intercourf^ 
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c li A p. with the Latins , Alexius was patient and artful : 
Xtviii. his difcerning eye pervaded the new fyftcm of an 
unknown world ; and I fhall hereafter defcribc 
the fuperior policy with which he balanced the 
intcrefts and paflions of the champions of the firft 
crufade. In a long reign of thirty -feven years, 
he fubdued and pardoned the tnvy of his equals : 
the laws of public and private order were reftor- 
ed: the. arts of wealth and fcience were cultivat- 
ed: the limits of the empire were enlarged in 
Europe and Afia ; and the Gomnenian fceptre was 
tranfmitted to his children of the third and fourth 
generation. Yet the difficulties, of the times be- 
trayed fome defeds in his charader; and have 
cxpofed his memory to fome juft or ungenerous 
' jeproach. The reader raay poffibly fmile at the 

lavifli praife which his daughter fo often beftows 
on a flying hero: the weaknefe or prudence of 
liis fituation might be miftaken for a want of 
perfonal courage ; and his political arts are brand- 
ed by the Latins with the names of deceit and 
diflimulation. The increafe of the male and female 
branches of his family adorned the throne and 
fecured the fucceffion ; but their princely luxury 
and pride offended the patricians, exhaufted the 
revenue, and infulted the mifery of the people. 
Anna is a faithful witnefs that his happinefs was 
deftroyed, and his health was broken,, by the 
cares of a public life: the patience of Conftanti- 
nople was fatigued by the length and feverity of 
his reign; and befqre Alexius expired, he had 
.ioft'the Ipye. and reverence of his fubjedts. The 
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clergy could not forgive his application of the c h a p.j 
facred riches to the defence of the ftate^ but they XLVIII. 
applauded his theological learning and ardent 
zeal for the orthodox faith, which he defended 
with his tongue, his pen, and his fword. His 
charadcr was degraded by the fuperftition of the 
Greeks; and the fame inconfiftent principle of 
human nature enjoined the emperor to found an 
hofpital for the^poor and infirm, and to diredt 
the execution of an heretic, who was burnt alive 
in the fquare of St. Sophia. Even the fincerity 
of his moral and religious virtues was fufpedled 
by the perfons who, had pafTed rfieir lives in his 
familiar confidence. In his laft hours, when he 
was preffed by his wife Irene to alter the fuccef- 
fion, he raifed his head, and breathed a pious 
ejaculation on thfe vanity of this world. The 
indignant reply of the emprefs may be infcribed 
as an epitaph on his tomb, ^' You die, as you 
^* have lived — an hypocrite ! " 

It was the wifh of Irene to fupplant the eldeftJohn, or Ca- 
of her f urviving fons, in favour of her daughter ^■''^^^""g** 
the princefs Anne, whofe philofophy would notAuguft is.* 
have refufed the weight of a diadem. But the 
order of male fucceffion was afferted by the friends 
of their country; the lawful heir drew the royal 
fignet from the finger of his infenfible or confcious 
father, and the empire obeyed the mafter of the 
palace. Anna Comnena was ftimulated by aiu- 
bition and revenge to confpire ^gainft the life of 
her brother, and when the defign was prevented by 
the fears or fcruples of her hufband, flicpafllonately 



398 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

G H A p. exclaimed , that nature had miftaken the two fexes, 
XLViii. and had endowed Bryennius with the foul of a 
woman. The two fons of Alexius, John and 
Ifaac, maintained the fraternal concord, the here- 
ditary virtue of their race; and the younger brother 
was content with the title of Seballccrutor ^ which 
approached the dignity , without fbaring the 
power, of the emperor, in the fame perfon, the 
claims of primogeniture and merit were fortunately 
united ; bis fwarthy complexion , harfh features , 
and diminutive ftature , had fuggefted the ironical 
furname of Calo-Johannes , or John the Handfome , 
which his grateful fubjecb more ferioufly applied 
to the beauties of his mind. After the difcovery of her 
treafon , the life and fortune of Anne were juftly 
forfeited to the laws. Her life was fpared by the 
clemency of the emperor , buthevifited thje pomp 
and treafures of her palace, and bellowed the rich 
confifcation on the moft deferving of his friends. 
That refpeiflable friend , Axuch , a Have of Turkiih 
e^tradion, prefumed to decline the gift, and to 
intercede for the criminal : his generous mafter 
applauded and imitated the virtue of his favourite , 
and the reproach or complaint of an injured brother 
was the Only chaftifement of the guilty princefs. 
After this example of clemency , tHe remainder of 
his reign was never difturbed by confpiracy ojr 
rebellion: feared by his nobles, beloved by his 
people, John was never reduced to the painful 
neccflity of puniQiing, or even of pardoning^ his 
perfonal enemies. During his government of 
twenty-five years, the penalty of death was abo- 
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llflied in the Roman empire , a law of mercy moft chap. 

delightful to the humane theorift, but of which XLViil. 

thepradio^, in a large and vicious community, 

is feldom confiftent with the public fafety. Severe 

to himfelf , indulgent to others , chafte , frugal , 

abfteraious, the philofophic Marcus would not 

have difdained the artlefs virtues of his fucceffor, 

derived from his heart, and not borrowed from 

the fchools. He defpifed and moderated the (lately 

magnificence of the Byzantine court, fo opprcflivc 

to the people , fo contemptible to the eye of 

rcafon. Under fuch a prince, innocence had nothing 

to fear, and merit had every thing to hope; and 

without affuming the tyrannic office of a cenfor , 

he introduced a gradual though vifible reformation 

in the'public and private manners of Conftantinoplc. 

The only defedl of thi^ accomplifhed chatader, 

was the frailty of noble minds, the love of arms 

and military glory. Yet the frequent expeditions 

of John the Handfome may be juftified , at leaft 

in their prinqple, by the neceffity of repelling the 

Turks from the Hellefpont and the Bofphor^is. 

The fultan of Iconium was confined to his capital, 

the Barbarians were driven to the mountains, 

and the maritime provinces of Afia enjoyed the 

tranfient bleffings of their deliverance. From. 

Conftantinoplc to Antioch and Aleppo , he repea* 

tedly. marched at the head of a vidorious army , 

and io the fiegcs and battles of this holy war, his 

Latin allies were aftoniflied by the fuperior fpirit 

and prowefs of a Greek. As he began to indulge 

the ambitious hope of reft.oring the ancient limits 
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CHAP, of the empire, as he revolved in his mind, tlie 
xtviu. Euphrates and Tigris, the dominion of Syria , and 
the conqueft of Jerufalem , the thread of his life 
and of the public felicity was broken by a Angular 
accident. He hunted the wild boar in the valley 
of Anazarbus, and had fixed his javelin in the 
body of the furious animal: but in the ftruggle, 
,z poifoned arrow dropt from his quiver, and a 
flight wound in his band , which pfoduced a 
mortification , was fatal to the beft and greateft of 
the Comnenian princes. 
Maiinei, A prema ture /death had fwept away the two 

AD. 1,43, eldeft fons of John the Handfome; of the two 
furvivors, Ifaac and Manuel, his judgment or 
affedlion preferred the younger; and the choice of 
their dying prince was ratified by thefoldiers who 
had applauded the valour of his favourite in the 
Turkifh war. The faithful x\xuch haftened to the 
capital , fecured the perfon of Ifaac in honourable 
confinement , and purchafed with a gift of two 
hundred pounds of filver, the leading ecclefiaftics 
of St. Sophia , who poffefied a decifive voice in 
the confccration of an emperor. With his veteran 
and afFedionate troops , Manuel foon vifited Con- 
flantinople ; his brother acquiefced in the title of 
Sebaftocrator; hisfubjedls admired the lofty ftaturc 
and martial graces of their new fovereign , and 
Kftcned with credulity to the flattering promife, 
that he blended the wifdom of age with the a<ElivJty 
and vigour of youth. By the experience of his 
government; they were taught , that he emulated 
thcfpirit, and Ihared the talents, of his father, 

'whofc 
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whofc fecial virtues were buried in tTie grave, c 11 A r. 
A reign of thirty-feven years is filled by a perpetual xlviii. 
though various warfare againft the Turks , the 
Chriftians, and the hordsof the wildernefs beyond 
the Danube. The arms of Manuel were exercifed 
on mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary, on 
the coaft of luly and Egypt, and on the feas o£ 
Sicily and Greece: the influence of his negoclations 
extended from Jerufalem to Rome and Ruflia; and 
the Byzantine monarchy, for a while, became 
an objed of reffjed or terror to the powers of 
Afia and Europe. Educated in the filk and purple 
of the Eaft, Manuel pofTeffed the iron temper of 
a foldier, which cannot eafily be paralleled , except 
in the lives of Richard the firft of England, and 
of Charles the twelfth of Sweden. Such was his 
flrengch and exercife in arinst that Raymond, 
furnamed the Hercules of Antioch , was incjapable 
of wielding the lance and buckler of the Greek 
emperor. In a famous tournament , he entered 
the lifts on a fiery courfer, and overturned in his 
firft career two of the ftouteft of the Italian knights. 
The firft in the charge, the laft in the retreat, his 
friends and his enemies alike trembled , the former 
for hh Mety , and the latter fof their own. After 
pofting an ambufcade in a wood , he rode forwards 
in fearch of fome perilous adventure, accompanied 
only hy his brother and the faithful Axuch , who 
refufed to defert their fovereign. Eighteen hor-. 
femen, after a ffcort combat^ fled before them: 
but the numbers of the enemy encreafed ; the 
inarch of the reinforcement w^is tardy and fearful 9 
Vol. VIII. D d 
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CHAP, and Manuel, without receiving a wound, cufir 
XLVili. his way through a fquadron of five huVidred Turks. 
In a battle agamft the Hungarians , impatient of 
the flownefs of his troops , he fnatched a ftandard 
from the head of the colunon , and was thq firft^ 
almoft alone, who pafled a bridge that feparatcd 
him from the enemy. In the fame country , after 
tranfporting his army beyond the Save, he fent 
back the.. boats, with an order, under pain of 
death, to their commander, that he Ihould leave 
, ' him to conquer or die on that hoftile land. In 
the fiege of Corfu, towing after him a captive 
galley , the emperor ftood aloft on the poop , 
oppofing againft the yollies of darts and ftones, a 
large buckler and a flowing fail , nor could he 
have efcaped inevitable death, had not the Sici- 
lian, admiral enjoined hi$ archers to refped the 
perfon of an hero.. In ong day, he is faid to' 
have flain above forty of the Barbarians with 
his own hand; he returned td the camp, dragging 
along four Turkilh prifoners , whom he had tied 
to the rings of his faddle : he was ever the 
foremoft to provoke or to accept a fingle combat ; 
jind the ^i^antic champions, who encountered his 
arm, were tranfpierced by the lance, or cut 
afunder by the fword, of the invincible Manuel. 
The (lory of his exploits, which appear as a 
model or a copy of the romances of chivalry-, may 
induce a reafonable fpfpicion of the veracity of 
the Greeks: I will not, to vindicate their credit, 
endanger my own; yet I may obferve, that in 
th? longfcries of their annals, Manuel is the only 
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princ^.who has been the :fubjedl of fimilan.exag^ 
geration. With the valour, of a foldier,. he did 
not unite the flkiJl or prudence of a general : his 
vidlories were not produdive of,any permanent 
or ufefui conqueft; and his Turkifli kurcis were 
biailcd in his laft unfortunate campaign , iii which 
he loft his army in the mo.untains of.Pifidia, and 
owed his deliverance to the gcnerofity of the 
fultan. But the mqft fingular feature in the 
charader of Manuel , is the contraft and vicilfitude 

. of labour and floth, of haixlinefs and effeminacy* 
In war he feemed- ignorant of peace , in peace he 
appeared incapable of tvan In the field he flept 
in the fun or in the fpowj tired in the longeft 
marches the ftrength of his men and horfes, and 
jhared with a fmile the abftinence or diet of the 
camp. Nofoonerdid he return to Conftalntinople, 
than he refigned himfelf to the arts and pleafures 
of a life of luxury : the expence of his drefs , hij 
table, and his palace, furpaffed the irieafure of 

. Kfe predeceffors-, and whole fummer days were 
idly wafted in the delicious ifles of the Propoiltis^ 
in the iricefluous love of his niece Theodora. The 
double coft of a warlike and difTolute prince^ 
exhaufted the revenue , and multiplied the taxes; 
and Manuel, inthediftrefsofhis Jaft Turkilh camp, 
endured a bitter reproach from the mouth of a 
ciefperate foldien As he quenched his thirft, he 
complained that the Nvatcr of a fountain was 
mingled with Chriftian blood. " It is not the 
" firft time,'' exclaimed a voice from the crowds 
^^ that you have drank, O emperor! the blood 
\ Pda 
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CHAP. ^ of j^onrdiriftian fubjeds. " Manuel Comnenuj 
Xiviii. was twice married, to the virtuous Bertha or 
Irene of Germany, and to the beauteous IMariaj 
a French or Latin princefs of Antioch. The only 
daughter of his firft wife was deftined for Bela 
an Hungarian prince, who was educated at *Con- 
ftantinople under the name of Alexius : and- the 
confummation of their nuptials might have trans- 
ferred the Roman fceptre to a race of free and 
warlike Barbarians. But as foon as IVIaria of 
Antioch had given a fon and heir to the empire , 
1 the prefumptive rights of Bela were abolillied, 

and he was deprived of his promifed bride ; but 
« the Hungarian prince refumed his name and the 
kingdom of his fathers , and difplayed fuch virtues 
as might* . excite the regret and envy of the 
Greeks. The fon of Maria was named Alexius; 
and at the age of ten years , he afcended the 
Byzantine throne, after his father's deccafe had 
clofed the glories of the Comnenian line. ,^ 

Alexius n. The fraternal concord of the two fons of tne 
A. D. ISO, great Alexius, had been fometimes clouded by 
Characur ail oppofitiou of intcrcft andpaffion. By ambition, 
and hrft ad- Ifaac the Scbaftocrator was excited to flight and 
Airdro*^cu$. rebellion, from whence he was reclaimed by the 
firmnefe and clemency of John the Handfome, 
^ The errors of Ifaac , the father of the emperors 

of Trebizond, wfcre fhort and venial; but John, 
the elder of his fons, renounced for ever his 
religion. Provoked by a real or imaginary infult 
of his uncle, he efcaped from the Roman to the 
Turkifli camp : his apoftacy was rewarded with 
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the Sultan's daughter, the title of Chelebi, or noble, c h a ?• 
and the inheritance of a princely eftate; and XLViil* 
in the fifteenth century, Mahomet the fecond 
boafted of his Imperial defccnt from the Comnenian 
family. Androoicus , younger brother of John , 
fon of Ifaac , and grandfon of Alexius Comnenus, 
is one of the moft confpicuouscharaders of the age; 
and his genuine adventures might form tbefubjedk 
of a very fmgular romance. To juftify the choice 
of three ladies of royal birth , it is incumbent on 
,me to obferve , that their fortunate lover was caft 
in the beft proportions of ftrength and beauty; 
and that the want of the foftcr graces was fupplied 
by a manly countenance, a lofty ftaturc, athletic 
naufcles, and the air and deportment of a foldier. 
The prefervation , in his old age, of health and 
vigour, was the reward of temperance and 
cxercife. A piece of bread and a draught of 
•water was often his fole and evening repaft ; and 
if be tafted of a wild boar, or a flag, which he 
<had roafted with his own hands , it was the well- 
earned fruit of a laborious chace. Dextrous in 
arms, he was ignorant of fear: h^s pcrfuafive 
eloquence could bend to every fituation and 
charader of life: his ftyle, though nothis pradlice, 
was fafhioned by the example of St. Paul; and^ . 
in every deed of mifchief ^ he had a heart to 
refolve , a head to contrive , and a hand to 
execute. In his youth, after the death of the 
emperor John, he followed the retreat of the 
Roman army; but, in the march through Afia 
Minor , defign or accident tempted him to wander 

D d3 
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or u A p. in the mountains ; the hunter was encompafled 
• XLViil. by the Turkiih huntfnenj, and he remained fomc 
time a reludant or willing captive Hn the power 
of the fultaa. His virtues and vices recommended 
hirt^ to the favour of his coufin: he ihared the 
perils and the pleafures of Manuel ; and while 
the emperor lived in public inceft with his. niece 
Theodora , the afFcdions of her fifter Eudocia 
were feduced and enjoyed by Andronicus. Above 
the decencies of berfex and rank, flie gloried in 
the name of his concubine; and both the palace 
and the camp could witnefs that fhe flept, or 
watched , in the arms of her lover. She accora* 
panied hij^^ ,to his military command of Cilicia^ 
the firft fcene of bis valour and imprudence. He 
prefTed , with adive ardour , the fiege of Mop- 
fueftia: the day was employed in the boldeft 
attacks; but the night was wafted in fong and 
dance; and a band of Greek comedians formed 
the choiceft part of his retinue. Andronipus was 
furprifed by the faliy of a vigijant foe; but, 
while his troops fled j'n diforder, his invincibly 
lance tranfpierced the thickeft ranks of the Ar- 
menians. On his return to the Imperial camp ia 
]Vlacedoni;i; he was received by Maniiel with 
public fmiies and a private reproof; but the 
dutchies of NaifTus , Branifeba , and Caftoria , 
were the reward or confolation of the unfuccefsful 
general. Eudocia ftill attended his motions: at 
midnight, their tent was fuddenly attacked by 
}ier angry brothers , impatient to expiate her 
infamy in feis blood ; bis dm^S Cp^^H refufed b^? 
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advice, and the difguife of a female habit; and cha?J 
boldly ftarting from his couch, he drew his XLVliI* 
fword, and cut his way through the numerous 
aflaflins. It was here that htf iirft betrayed his 
ingratitude and treachery; he engaged in a trea- 
fonable correfpondertce with the king of Hungary 
and the German emperor: approached the royal 
tent at a fufpicious hour, with a drawn fword, 
and, under the maflc of a Latin foldier , avowed 
an intention of r-evenge againft a mortal foe;. and 
imprudently praifed the fleetnefs of his horfe, 
as an inftrument of flight and fafety. The monarch 
diffembled his fufpicions; but, after the clofe of 
the campaign , Andronicus was arretted and 
ftridly confined in a tower of the palace of 
Coflftantinople* 

In tliis prifon he was left above twelve years; 
a moft painful reftraint, from which the thirft of 
^dion and pleafure perpetually urged him to 
cfcape. Alone and penfive, he perceived fome 
broken bricks in a corner of the chamber, and 
gradually widened the paflage, till he had ex- 
plored a dark and forgotten recefs. Into this 
hole he conveyed himfclf , and the remains of 
his provifions , replacing the bricks ii^, their for- 
mer pofition , and erafing with care the footfteps 
of his retreat. At the hour of the Vuftomary 
vifit, his guards were amazed by the filerice and 
folitude of the prifon, and reported, with fhame 
and fear, his incomprehenfible flight. The gates 
of the palace and city w«^ inftantly fhut; the 
ftrideft orders were difpatlAed into the province^ 
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CHAP, for the recovery of the fugitive; and his 
XLViii. wife, on the fufpicion of a pious ad, Wxis bafely 
imprifoned in the lame tower. At the dead of 
night, fhe beheld ,a fpedre : ihe recognized her 
bufband : they fhared their provifions ; and a foa 
was the fruit of thefe ftolen interviews , which 
alleviated the tedioufnefs of their confinement. In 
the cuftody of a woman, the vigilance of tliQ 
keepers was infcnfibly relaxed ; and the captiv.e 
had accomplifhed his real efcape , when he was 
difcovered, brought back to Conftantinople, and 
loaded >vith a doiible chain. At length be. 
found the moment, and the means, of his de- 
liverance. A boy, his domeftic fervant, intoxicatr 
cd the guards, and obtained in wax the impref* 
fion of the keys. By the diligence of his friends , 
a fimilar key, with a bundle of ropes, was in- 
troduced into the prifon, in the bottom of ^ 
hogfliead. Androniciis employed, with induftry 
and courage the inflruments of his fafety, un-r 
locked the doors, dcfcended from the tower, con- 
cealed himfelf all day among the buflies, and 
fcaled ill the night the garden -wall of the palace.- 
A boat was ftationed for his reception : he vifit- 
ed his own hoiife, embraced his cnildren, caft 
away his chain, mounted a fleet horfe, an<{ 
diredcd his rapid courfe towards. the bank^ of 
the Danube. At Anchialus /in Thrace, an in- 
trepid friend fupplied him with horfes and mo- 
ney: he pafled the river, traverfed with fpeed 
the defert of Moldavia and the Carpathian hills, 
and had almoft reached the town of, Halicz, in 
the Polilh Ruffia, when he "v^as intercepted by 
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a' party of Walachians, who refolvcd to convey c H a p/ 
their important captive to Conftantinople. His XLViii. 
prefencc of mind again extricated him from this 
danger. Under the pretence of ficknefs , he dif- 
mounted in the night , and was allowed to ftep 
afide from the troop: he planted in the ground 
his long ftaff; clothed it with his cap and upper 
garment; and, ftealing into the wood, left a 
phantom to amufe, for fome time, the eyes of 
the Walachians. From Halicz he was honour- 
ably conduced to Kiow, the refidence of the 
great duke: the fubtle Greek foon obtained the 
cfteem and confidence of leroflaqs: his charadler 
could afiume the manners of* every climate; and 
the Barbarians applauded his ftrength and cou- 
rage in the chace of the elks and bears of the 
foreft* In this northern region he deferved the 
forgivenefe of Manuel, who folicited the Ruf- 
fian prince to join his arms in the invafion of 
Hungary. The influence of Andronicus atchiev- 
ed this important fervice 1 his private treaty was 
figned with a promife of fidelity on one fide, 
and oblivion on the other; and he marched at 
the head of the Ruffian cavalry, from the Bo- 
ryfthenes'to the Danube. In his refentment Ma- 
nuel had ever fympathifed with the martial and 
diflblute charader of hiscoufin; and his free par- 
don was fealed in the affault of Zeralin, in 
whichhe was fecond, and fecond only, to the 
valour of the emperor. 

No fooner was the exile reftored to freedom 
and his country, than his ambition revived, at 
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CHAP, firft to his own, and at length to the public, 
:j:Lyiii. misfortune. A daughter of Manuel was a feeble 
bar to the fucceffion of the more deferving males* 
of the Comnenian blood: her future marriage 
with the prince of Hungary was repugnant to 
the hopes or prejudices of the princes and nobles. 
But when an oath of allegiance was required to 
the prefumptive heir , Andronicus alone afferted 
the honour of the Roman name, declined the 
unlawful engagement , and boldly protefted 
againft the adoption of a ftranger. His patriotifm 
was ofFenfive to the emperor, but he fpoke the fen- 
timents of the people, and was removed from the 
royal prefence , by an honourable banifhment , a 
fccond command of the Cilician frontier, with 
the abfolute difpofal of the revenues of Cyprus. 
In this ftation , the Armenians again excrcifed his 
courage and expofed his negligence; and the 
fame rebel, wjio baflBed all his operations, was 
unhorfed , and almoft flain by the vigour of his 
lance. But Andronicus foon difcovered a more 
eafy and pleafmg conqueft, the beautiful Phi- 
lippa , fifter of the emprefs Maria , and daughter 
pf Raymond of Poitou, the Latin prince of 
Antioch. For her fake, he deferted his ftation, 
and wafted the fummer in balls and tournaments: 
to his love fhe facrificed her innocence , her re- 
putation, ajid the offer of an advantageous mar- 
' riage. But the refentment of Manuel for this 
domeftic affront, interrupted his pleafures: An- 
dronicus left the indifcreet princefs to weep and 
to repent; and, with a band of defperate adven- 
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turers , undertook the pilgrimage of Jerufalem, c H a p.. 
Jiis birth, liis martial renown, and profeffions of xLvni^ 
xeal, announced him as the champion of the 
crofs: he foon captivated both the clergy and 
the king; and the Greek prince was invefted 
v^ith the lordfliip of Berytus, on the coaft of 
Phoenicia. In his neighbourhood refided a young 
and handfome queen, of his own nation and 
family, great -grand -daughter of the emperor 
Alexis, and widow of Baldwin the third, king 
of Jerufalem. She vifited and loved her kinfman. 
Theodora was the third viftim of his amorous 
fedudlion; and her ihame was more public and 
fcand^lous than that of her predeceffors. The 
emperor ftill thirfted for revenge; and his 
fubjeds and allies of the Syrian frontier, were 
repeatedly prefled to feize the perfon, and put out 
the eyes, of the fugitive. In Paleftine he was 
no longer fafe; but the tender Theodora reveal- 
ed his danger and accompanied his flight. The 
queen of Jerufalem was expofed ta the Eaft, his 
obfequiovis concubine ; and two illegitimate 
children were the living monuments of her weak- 
iiefs. Damafcus was his firft refuge; and in the' 
charadlers of the great Noureddin and his fervant 
Saladm, the fuperftitious Greek might learn to 
revere the virtues of the Mufqlman?. As the 
friend of Noureddin he vifited , moft probably , 
Bagdad , ^nd the courts of Perfia ; and , after a 
long circuit round the Cafpian fea and the moun- 
tains, of Georgia , he finally fettled among the 
Tufks of Afia Minof, tliQ hereditary enemies of 
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CHAP, his country. The fultan of Colonia afforded an 
XiViii* hofpitable retreat to Andronicus, his^ millrefs, 
and his band of outlaws : the debt of gratitudeT 
was paid by frequent inroads in the Roman pro* 
vince of Trebizond ; and he fcldom returned 
without an ample harveft of fpoil and of Gbri- 
ftian captives. In the ftory of his adventures, 
be was fond of comparing bimfelf to David, who 
^fcaped, by a long exile, the fnares of the 
wicked. But the royal prophet ( he prefumed 
to add ) was content to lurk on the borders of 
Judaea, to flay an Amalekit«-> and to threaten, 
in his miferable ftate , the life of the avaricious 
Nabal. The excurfions of the Cbmnenian 
prince had a wider range; and he had fpread 
over the Eaftem world the glory of his name 
and religion. By a fentence of the Greek church, 
the licentious rover had been feparated from the 
faithful; but even this excommunication may 
prove, that he never abjured the profeffion of 
Chriftianity. 

His vigilance had eluded or repelled the open 
and fecret perfecution of the emperor; but he 
was at length enfnared by the captivity of his 
female companion. The governor of Trebizond 
fucceeded in his attempt to furprife the perfon of 
Theodora : the queen of Jerulalem and her two 
children were fent to Conftantinopl^, and their 
lofs embittered the" tedious folitude of banilh- 
ment. The fugitive implored and obtained a 
final pardon , with leave to throw himfelf at the 
ieet of his fovereign, who was fatisfied with the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 413 

fubmiflion of this haughty |fpirit. Proftrate on c h a f* 
the ground, he deplored with tears and groans xLViii 
the guilt of his paft rebellion ; nor would he 
prefume to arife unlefs fome faithful fubjedl would 
drag him to the foot of the throne , by an iron 
chain with which he had fecretly encircled his 
^eck. This extraordinary penance excited the 
wonder and pity of the affembly ; his fins were 
forgiven by the church and ftate; but the juft 
fufpicion of Manuel fixed his refidence at a dif- 
tance from the court, at Oenoe, a town of Pon- 
tus, furrounded with rich vincyard$, and fituate 
on the coaft of the Euxine. The death of Ma- 
nuel , and the diforders of the minority , foon 
opened the faircft field to his ambition. The empe* 
ror was a boy of twelve or fourteen years of age, 
without vigour, or wifdom, or experience: his mo- 
ther , the emprefs Mary, abandoned her perfoni 
and government to a favourite of the Comnenian 
name; and his fifter, another Mary, whofe 
bulband , an Italian , was decorated with the title 
df C3efar, excited a confpiracy , and at length an 
infurreftion , agaihft her odious ftepmother. The 
provinces were forgotten , the capital was m 
flames, and a century of peace and order was 
overthrown in the vice and weaknefs of a few 
months. A civil war was kindled in Conftanti- 
irople ; the two fadions fought a bloody battle 
in the fquare of the palace, and the rebels fuftain-. 
ed a regular fiegc in the cathedral of St. Sophia. 
The patriarch laboured with honeft zeal to heal 
the wounds of the republic the moft refpcdablc 
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c n ii p. patriots called aloud for a guardian and avenger, 
:^LViix. and every tongue repeated the praife of the talents 
and even the virtues of Andronicus. In his retire- 
ment, he affedled to revolve the folemn duties of 
his oath : " If the fafety or honour of the Impe- 
" rial family be threatened , I will reveal and op- 
** pofe the mifchicf to the utmoft of my power. " 
His correfpondence with the patriarch and patri- 
cians, was feafoned with apt quotations from the 
pfalms of David and the epiftles of St. Paul; and 
he patiently waited till he was called to her de- 
liverance by the voice of his country. In his 
juarch from Oenoe to ConftantinoplCj his (lender 
train infenfibly fwelled to a crowd and an army ; 
his pi*6feffions of religion and loyalty were mif- 
taken for the language of his heart; and the 
fimplicity of a foreign drefs, which fhewed to 
advantage his majeftic ftaturc , difplayed a lively^ 
image of his poverty and exile. All oppofition 
funk before him ; he reached the ftreights of the 
Thraciah.Bpfphorus; the Byzantine navy failed 
from the harbour to receive and tranfport the 
faviour of the em^re: the torrent was loud and 
irrefiftible , and the infeds who had baflced in 
the funfliine of royal favour difappearea at the 
blaft of the ftorm. It was the firft care of Andro* 
tiicus to occupy the palace, \o falute the emperor, 
to confine his mother, to punilh her-minifter, 
and to reftore the public order and tranquillity* 
He then vifited the fepulchre of Manuel: the 
fpedators were ^ordered to ftand aloof, but as he 
bo>Ycd in the attitude of prayer, they heard, or 
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thought they heard , a murmur of triumph and c h a ^ 
revenge. " 1 no longer fear thee , my old enemy, XLYm*. 
^' who haft driven me a vagabond to every cli- 
^ mate of the earth. Thou art fafely depofited 
" under a fevenfold dome , from whence thou 
" canft never arife till the fignal of the laft trum-^ 
•' pet. It is now my turn, and fpeedily will I 
" trample on'thyalhes and thy pofterity. " From 
his fubfequent tyranny we may impute fnch feel- 
ings to the man , and the moment : but it is not 
extremely probable that he gave an articulate 
found to his fecret thoughts. In the firft months 
of his adminiftratiorr, his defigns were veiled by 
a fain fembJance of hypocrify , whicfc could delude 
only the eyes of the multitude : the coronation o£ 
Alexius was performed with due folemnity, and 
his perfidious guardian , holding in his hands the 
body and blood ofChrift, moft fervently declar- 
ed , that he lived , and was ready to die , for the 
fcrvice of his beloved pupil. But his numerous 
adherents were inftruded to maintain, that the 
•finking empire muft^ perifli in the hands of a child, 
that the Romans could only be favedby a veteran 
prince , bold in arras , fkilful in policy, and taught 
to reign by the long experience of fortune and 
mankind ; and that it was the duty of every citizea 
to force the reludant modefly of Andronicus to 
undertake the burthen of the public care. The 
young emperor was himfelf conftrained to joia 
his voice tq the general acclamation y arid to folicit 
the affociation of a colleague, who inftantly dc* 
graded him fxom the i^upremft r^uj^^ jTectuded hif 
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CHAP, perfon , and veriHed the rafli declaration of the 
{^^tviii. patriarch , that Alexius might be confidcred as 
dead , fo foon as he was committed to the ciifto- 
dy of his guardian. But his death was preceded 
by the imprifonmcnt and execution of his mother. 
Afttr. blackening her reputation , and inflaming- 
againft her the paffions of the multitude, the 
tyrant accufed and tried the cmprefs for a treafon- 
able correfpondence with the king of Hungary. 
His own fon , a youth of honour and humanity , 
avowed his abhorrence of this flagitious aft , and 
three of the judges had the merit of preferring 
their confcience to their fafety : but the obfequious 
tribunal , without requiring any proof , or hearing 
any defence, condemned the widow of Manuel; 
and her unfortunate fon fubfcribed the fentence 
of her death. Maria was ftrangled, her corpfe 
was buried in the fea, and her memory was 
wounded by the infult moft ofFenfive to female 
vanity , a falfe. and ugly rejprefentation of her 
beauteous form. The fate of her fon was not 
long deferred : he was ftr angled with a bowftring, 
and the tyrant, infenfible to pity or remorfe^ 
after furveying the body of the innocent youth ^ 
ftruck it rudely with his foot : " Thy father , *^ 
he cried , ^ was a knave , thy mother a whore , 
and thyfelf ^ fooll 
Andronicus L - The • Roman fceptre, the* reward of his crimes, 
Comnenus, ^y^g j^^jj by' Andronicus about three years and 
ofto^r. ' a half as the guardian or fovereign of the empire. 
His government exhibited a fingular contraft of 
vice and virtue. When he liftened to his paffions, 

he 
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he was the fcourge ; when he confulted his reaf0n ^ chap* 
the father , of his people. In the exerqifc of private xLViiii 
^ juftice, he was equitable and rigorous: a fhameful 
and pernicious venality was abolifhed , and the 
offices were filled with the moft defcrving candid 
dates by a prince who had fenfe to chufcj and 
feverity to punifh. He prohibited the inhuman 
pradicc of pillaging the goods and perfons of 
iliipwrcpked mariners; the provinces, fo long the 
objeds of oppreffioii ornegled, revived in prot 
perity and plenty ; and millions applauded the 
diftant bleffings of his reign , while he was curfed 
by the witneffes of his daily cruelties. That ancient 
proverb. That blood-thirfty is the man who re-» 
turns from banilhment to power, had been applied 
with too much truth to Marius and Tiberius > 
arid was now verified for the third time in the 
life of Andronicus. His memory was flored with 
a black lift of the enemies and rivals , who had 
traduced his merit , oppofed his greatnefs ^ or 
infulted his misfortunes ; and the only comfort of 
his exile was the facred hope apd promife of re- 
venge* The ncceffary extinction of the young 
emperor and his mother, impofed the fatal obli^ 
gation of extirpating the friends , who hated ^ 
and might punifly,' the affaffin ; and the repetition 
of murder rendered him lefs willing, and lefsable, 
to forgive. An horrid narrative of the vidims 
"Whom he facrificed by poifon or the fword , by 
the fea ot the flames , would be lefs exprcflive of 
his cruelty than the appellation of the Halcyon* 
days, which was applied to a rare and bloodlefe 
Vol. Vm. E « 



4i8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, week of repofe : the tyrant ftrpve to transfer , ori 
XLViii. tlie laws and the judges , fome portion of his 
guilt; but the mafk was fallen, and his fubjects 
could no longer miftake the true author of their 
calamities. 1 he noblcft of the Greeks ', more 
efpecially thofe who, by defcent or alliance , 
might difpute the Comnenian inheritance, efcaped 
from the monfter's den: Nice or Prufa, Sicily or 
Cyprus, were their places of refuge; and. as their 
flight was already criminal , they aggravated their 
offence by an open revolt, and the Imperial title. 
Yet- Andronicus rcfiRed the daggers and fwords 
of his moft formidable enemies : Nice and Prufa 
were reduced and chaftifed : the Sicilians were 
content with the fack of Theffalonica ; and the 
diftance pf Cyprus was not more propitious to 
the rebel than to the tyrant. His throne was 
fubverted by a rival without merit , and a people 
without arms. Ifaac Angelus , a defcendant in 
the female line from the great Alexius , was marked 
as a vidim , by the prudence or fuperfUtion of 
the emperor. In a moment of defpair, Angelus 
defended his life and liberty, flew the executioner, 
and fled to the church of St. Sophia. The faric- 
tuary was infenfibly filled with a curious and 
mournful crowd , who , in his fate , prognoflicated 
their own. But their lamentations were foon turned 
to curfes , and their curfes to threats : they dared 
to afk, " Why do we fear? why do we obey? 
5' Wc are many, and he is one; our patience is 
" the only bond of our flavery." With the dawn 
of day the city burfl into a general fedition^ the 
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prlfons were thrown open , the coldeft and rnoft c H a P» 
fervile were roufed to the defence of their country , xLViii. 
and Ifaac, the fecond of the name, was raifed 
from the fandluary to the throne. Unconfcious 
of his danger, the tyrant was abfent; withdrawn 
from the toils of ftate , in the delicious iflands of 
the Propontis. He had contrafted an indecent 
marriage with Alice , or Agnes , daughter of Lewis 
the feventh , of France , and relid of the unfortunate 
Alexius; and his fociety, more fuitable to his 
temper than to his age , was compofed of a 
young wife and a favourite concubine. On the 
firft alarm he rulhed to Conftantinople, impatient 
for the blood of the guilty; but he was aftonifhed 
by the filence of the palace, the tumult of the 
city, and the general defertion of mankind. An- 
dronicus proclaimed a free pardon to his fubjedts; 
they neither defired , nor would grant, forgivenefs.: 
he offered to refign the crown to his fon Manuel; 
but tlie virtues of the fon could not expiate his 
father's crimes. The fea was ftill open for his re- 
treat; but the news of the revolution had flown 
along the coaft : when fear had ceafed , obedience 
was no more: the Imperial galley was purfued and 
taken'by an armed brigantine ; and the tyrant was 
fragged to the prefence of Ifaac Angelus , loaded 
with fetters, and a long chain round his neck. 
His eloquence, and the tears of his female com* 
panions, pleaded in vain for his life; but, inftead 
of the decencies of a legal execution , the new 
monarch abandoned the criminal to the numerous 
fufferers, whoqa he had deprived of afathier, an 

1^ c z 
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CHAP* liu(l)and, or a friend. His teeth and hair, an eye 
XLVJii, and a hand, -were torn from him , as a poor 
compenfiition for their lofs; /and a fhort refpitc 
was allowed , that he might feel the bitternefe of 
death Aftride on a' camel , without any danger 
of a rcfcue , he was carried through the city , and 
the bafeft of the populace rejoiced to trample oa 
the fallen majefty of their prince. After a thaufand 
blows and outrages, Andronicus was hung by the 
feet, between two pillars that fupported the ftatues 
of a wolf and a fow; and every hand that could 
reach the- public enemy, inflided on his bodjr 
fome mark of ingenious or brutal cruelty , till two 
friendly or furious Italians, plunging their fwords 
into his body, relcafed him from all human puniih- 
ment. In this long and painful agony, ^* Lord 
" have mercy upon me ! and why will you bruife 
^^ a broken reed ? " were the only words that 
cfcaped from his mouth. Ouif hatred for the 
tyrant is loft in pity for the man ; nor can w*^ 
blame his pufillanimous refignation , fince a 
Greek Chriftian was no longer matter qi hU 
life. 

ffviae n, I have been tempted to expiate on the extra* 

Angtiius, ordinary charadler and adventures of Andronicus; 

binr I- ^* l>ut I Ihall here terminate the feries of the Greek, 
emperors fmce the time of Heraclius. The branches 

< that fprang from the Comnenian trunk had 

infenfibly withered 5 and the male line was conti* 
nued only in the pofterity of Andronicus himfelf , 
who, in the public confufio^i, ufurped the foveri- 

^igpty of TrebizQnd, fo pbfc.wrc in hiftprjr, ^pd 
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fo famous in romance. A private citizen of Phi- chap* 
ladelphia, Conftantine Angelas, had emerged to XLVIU- 
wealth and honours, by his marriage with a 
daughter of the emperor Akxius. His fon An-» 
dronicus is eonfpicuous only by his cowardice, • 
His grandfon Ifaac punifhed and fucceeded the 
tyrant; but hd was dethroned by his own vices, 
and the ambition of his brother ; and their difcord 
introduced the Latins to the conqueft of Conftan-A, d. 1204, 
tinople, the firft great period in the fall of thc^^"^ *-' 
Eaftcrn empire. 

If we compute the number and duration of the 
reigns , it will be found , that a period of fix 
hundred years is filled by fixty emperors, includ- 
ing in the Auguftan lift fome female fpvereigns; 
and deduding fome ufurpers who were never 
acknowledged in th^ capital, and fome princes 
who did pot live to pofTefs their inheritance. 
The average proportion will allow ten years for 
each emperor , far below the chronological rule 
of Sir Ifaac Newton , who, from the experience 
of more recent and regular monarchies , has 
defined about eighteen or twenty years as the 
term of an ordinary reign. The Byzantine empire 
was moft tranquil and profperous when it could * 
acquiefce in hereditary fucceffion : five dynafties, 
the-Heraclian, Ifaurian, Amorian, Bafilian, and 
Comnefiian families enjoyed and tranfmitted the 
royal patrimony during their refpedlive feries , of 
five, four, three, fix, and four generations; * 
feveral princes number the years of their reiga 
with thofe ipf theif infai^cy; and Conftantine the 
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CHAP, feventh and his two grandfons occupy the fpace 
Xiviii. of an entire century. But in the intervals of the 
Byzantine dynafties, the fucceflion is rapid and 
broken , and the name of a fuccefsful candidate 
• is fpeedily erazed by a more fortunatte compe- 
titor. Many were the paths that led to the 
fummit of royalty: the fabric of rebellion was 
Overthrown by the ftroke of confpiracy , or un* 
dermined by the filent arts of intrigue : the 
favourites of the foldiers or people , of the fenatc 
or clergy, of the women and eunuchs , were 
alternately clothed with the purple : the means 
of their elevation were bafe , and their end was 
often contemptible^ or tragic. A being of the 
nature of man , endowed with the fame faculties , 
but with a longer meafure of exiftcnce , would 
caft down a fmile of pity and contempt on the 
crimes and follies of human ambition , fo eager , 
in a narrow fpnn , to grafp at a precarious and 
Ihort- lived enjoyment. It is thus that the ex- 
perience of hiftory exalts and enlarges the horizon 
of our intelled^ual view. In ^ compofition of 
fome tiays, in a perufal of fome hours, fix hun* 
dred years have rolled away , and the duration 
' of. a life or reign is contradled to a fleeting mo- 
ment: the grave is ever befide the throne; the 
fucccfs of a criminal is almofl: inftantly followed 
by the lofs of his prize ; and our immortal reafon 
furvives and difdlains the fixty phantoms of kings 
who have paffed before our eyes , and faintly 
dwell on our remembrance. The obfcrvation , 
that, in every age and climate, ambition has 
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prevailed with the fame commanding energy, chap. 
may abate the furprife of a philofopher ; but xLViii. 
. -while he condemns the vanity, he may fearch 
the motive , of this univerfal defire to obtain and 
hold the fceptre of dominion. To the greater 
part of the Byzantine feries, we cannot reafonably 
afcribe the love of fame and of mankind. The 
virtue alone of John Comnenus was beneficent 
and pure: the moft illuftrious of the princes, who 
precede or follow that refpedable name, have 
trod with fome dexterity and vigour the crooked 
and bloody paths of a felfilh policy : in fcrutin- 
izing theimperfed charaders of Leo thelfaurian, 
Bafil the firft, and Alexius Comnenus, ofTheq- 
philus , the fecond Bafil , and Manuel Comnenus , 
our efteem abd cenfure are almoft .equally' 
* balanced j and the remainder of the Imperial 
crowd could only defire and expedl to be for- 
gotten by pofterity. Was pcrfonal happinefs the 
aim and objedl of their ambition? I fhall not 
defcant on the vulgar topics of the mifery of 
kings; but 1 may furely obferve, that their con- 
dition , of all others , is the moft pregnant witk 
fear, and the leaft fufceptible of hope. For thefe 
oppofite paflions , a larger fcope was allowed in ' 
the revolutions of antiquity , than in the fmooth 
and folid temper of the modern world, which 
cannot eafily repeat either the triumph of Alex- 
ander or the fall of Darius. But the peculiar, 
infelicity of the Byzantine princes expofed them 
to domeftic perils , without affording any lively 
promife of foreign, conqueft. From the pinnacle 
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c H A p« of grcatncfs, Andronicm was precipitated by a 
XLviii* death more cruel and Ihameful than that of the 
vileft malefador ; but the moft glorious of his 
predeceffors had much more to dread from their 
fubjeds than to hope from their enemies- The 
army was licentious without fpirit, the nation 
turbulent without freedom : the Barbarians of the 
Eaft aad Weft; preffed on the monarchy , and 
the lofs of the provinces was terminated by the 
final fervitude of the capital. 

The entire feries of Roman emperors, from 
the firft; of the Caefars to the laft of the Con- 
ilantines, extends above fifteen hundred years J 
and the term of dominion , unbroken by foreign 
conqueft: , furpaffes the meafure of the ancient 
monarchies ; the Affyrians or fVTedes , the fuc* 
ceffors of Cyrus , or thofc of Alexander- 
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